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Confirmation is not just for the youth . . .  
By Pastor Dee Mede 

    The                   Flame 

At Christ UMC on Sunday, September 16, we celebrate in 
worship those who have completed the confirmation pro-
gram, and at 5:00 pm welcome the 8th graders who are 
beginning the confirmation program.  This is a marvelous 
tradition that reminds us that confirmation is not a gradu-
ation out of the faith, but a step on our journey in our 
faith. 
 
This year the program is going to see some big changes 
that will involve not only the confirmands and their fami-
lies, but the worshiping congregation as well.  First, con-
firmation will be using a new curriculum from Cokesbury, 
Confirm. Its primary mission is to “reclaim confirmation 
as the first step on a journey that leads to a mature, adult 
faith. . . it is the beginning of a conversation about what it 
means to be a Christian, to live out your faith, your com-
mitment, and God’s call.”   
 
The classes will still meet at 5:00 pm on Sunday evenings 
but they will end at 6:30 pm and will be led by Pastor Dee 
Mede and Eric Mede, along with class volunteers. Pastor 
Dee has a long history in youth ministry and is very excit-
ed to be working with confirmation again.  She and Eric 
believe in active learning through games and activities 
rather than lecture, which is why the class time has been 
extended.  And there will be snack time, of course! 
 
Another new addition will include all four worship  
services as a worship commitment for each confirmand.  
Rather than requiring a flat two Sundays a month, I will 
be asking for the equivalent of four points a month.  Each 
confirmand receives two points when they take a selfie at 

the church during fellowship time. They get an extra 
point if they get a pastor in the picture with them, or 
members of the worship team, choir, or two or more 
people they didn’t know and give me their names.  The 
youth then text the picture to me and I send it to 
Walgreen’s, then post it on our worship Selfie Wall 
each week.  Because our youth have complicated sched-
ules which many times includes sports and educational 
events on Sundays, they sometimes have to miss Sun-
days during certain times of the year. This gives them 
an opportunity to make up points during the times they 
can attend.  Check out the Selfie Wall for the pictures! 
 
Last, but not least, we will be having two local field 
trips: one to Temple Beth-El and one to Christ the  
Carpenter UMC, both dates to be determined.   
 
Please contact Pastor Dee Mede at the church office for 
more information about the Christ UMC confirmation 
program. 



Page 2 

 
"Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart. 

Naught be all else to me, save that thou art"  
 

(Opening lyrics to traditional Celtic hymn,  
"Be Thou My Vision") 

 

God's Vision 
 
How can we see as God sees? 
 
Throughout my life, I have loved the hymn, "Be Thou 
My Vision."  Perhaps it hits an extra chord in my Celtic 
(Cornish) heritage, but I sense all Christians are yearning 
to see as God sees.  We want to see the world with love 
and generosity--we also want the truth. 
 
As I seek to discern the truth, I am listening to you and I 
am paying attention to the size of the congregation.  We 
are a large church by United Methodist standards, and 
because we are significantly larger than other congrega-
tions in the Rockford District, we feel even larger than 
we are.  Our size is seen in the number of worship ser-
vices we offer, the breadth of our missional involvement, 
the size of our staff, the amount of property we own, and 
many other factors. 
 
We are a large church--and we are in decline.  The situa-
tion hits very personally for many of us.  Some of you 
bemoan the fact that our worship services aren't as full as 
they used to be.  Others grieve the smaller number of 
children coming up for Children's Moments or youth go-
ing on Work Camp.  The Finance Committee is painfully 
aware of losses in giving due to deaths and persons mov-
ing out of state.  Many people remember The Good Old 
Days when Christ UMC was bursting at the seams. Many 
of us are in mourning. 
 
Does it help to know that our experiences mirror a  
nationwide trend?  Throughout the U.S., mainline con-
gregations of all sizes are experiencing decline.  And it's 
not just the mainline: the Southern Baptist Church also is  
 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

in decline.  Even some megachurches are suffering  
decline.  We are not alone in our bewilderment and 
loss.  Where did so many people go? 
 
How will we respond as the people of Christ UMC? 
 
1)  We will pray.  If you are not doing so already, start 
praying our 7:07 a.m./p.m. Breakthrough Prayer.  We 
trust that God is breaking through right now and will 
remove any obstacles to our vitality. (See Page 3 of this 
issue of The Flame for the Breakthrough Prayer.) 
 
2) We will continue to celebrate all that is strong.  We 
thank God for our community outreach, music ministries, 
funeral luncheon team and funeral hosts, children's and 
youth ministries, caring community, and dedicated staff. 
 
3) We will reach out to inactive members.  We will be 
sending update cards to persons whom we haven't seen in 
three years.  Do they wish to re-connect with the 
church?  Have they joined another church?  Have they 
moved:?  Is there an unspoken concern that we could ad-
dress?  As we work through this process, we will offer 
care.  We will also receive a truer picture of our member-
ship statistics. 
 
4)  We will study the patterns of similarly-sized  
churches.  While on retreat, I began reading Inside the 
Large Congregation by Susan Beaumont. I'm eager to 
share its questions and insights with our committees and 
staff. 
 
We are in challenging times, and God is faithful.  We will 
not go back to The Good Old Days--but we will step 
forward in faith and trust toward the good new days that 
God is revealing even now. 
 
"Heart of my own heart, whatever befall 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all." 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 Jane 

Journey with Jane 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Senior Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Associate Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Rev. Dan Lee, Associate Pastor 
dlee@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church! 
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
 
Editor—Linda Kuntz 
Features Writers—Don Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm 
Contributing Photographer— 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts— 
Jody Warren Christ UMC Facebook Pages 

Christ United Methodist Church page 
https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford 

Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry 

Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

Ask, and it will be given to you; 
Search, and you will find; 

Knock, and the door will be opened for you. 
 

Matthew 7:7 

God 
Opens  
Doors 

 

Daily Breakthrough Prayer 

Please stop and pray this prayer daily at  
7:07 a.m. and/or 7:07 p.m. 

 

 
God of hopes and dreams and visions  
for the future, we ask you to send the  

Holy Spirit to break through into  
our lives and into your church. 

Help us sense where your Spirit is leading. 
Give us faith and courage to  

step through the doors that you open. 

Amen. 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
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Save the date for TLC! 
Saturday, October 6, 2018 

This year’s annual Tender Loving Craft Fair will be held  
Saturday, October 6, to coincide with Edgebrook’s  
Cinnamon and Cider.   
 
We are currently looking for the following: 
  Individuals (male or female) or groups who make 

quality homemade goods to start making them to donate 
to the UMW TLC craft booth.  Consider discussing this 
with your circles, men’s groups, and friends. 

       Exhibitors—we had rave reviews last year with the 
changed date. 

 
All money made goes to missions.  For general questions,  
please contact Diane Wilson at 815-282-6931. For  
exhibitors, please contact Diane Kirkland at 815-621-3118. 

Job Opening: Facilities Manager 
The Facilities Manager is responsible for maintenance 
(inside and outside) of all church property and equipment. 
 
 A full job description is posted on our website: 
www.christumc.cc. Click on Jobs on the left side of your 
screen. If interested, please send a resume to  
Cliff Gillette at cgillette@christumc.cc or call him with 
questions at the church office, 815-399-5910. 
 

Nursery Care Workers Needed! 
         Nursery care workers are responsible for attending to 
young children during Sunday worship services, various 
church meetings and events.  This is a paid position. 
 
         Schedules are very flexible!  Interested candidates 
must be 18 years or older and willing to undergo a back-
ground check/substance abuse check.  Nursery care work-
ers are needed at both our Alpine Center and Our Master's 
worship centers.  If interested in becoming a nursery care 
worker, please email our Director of Children's and Family 
Ministries, Joy Hayag, at jhayag@christumc.cc.  

UMW Harmony Circle 
 
The September meeting will be held at the home of 
Marilyn Rothermel on Tuesday, September 11,  
at 9:30 am. 
 
The group will be starting a new book called “A Love 
Worth Giving” by Max Lucado.  Are you finding it 
hard to love, hard to forgive someone? Patience is an 
endangered species to you? Kindness is a forgotten 
virtue? If so, you may have forgotten a step—an  
essential first step.  Please join us for this study.  If 
you’re interested, call Jo Hellmich at 815-639-3074. 

Blessing of  the Backpacks 
at all services at both Centers  

on Sunday, August 19 
Children, youth, teachers and administrators are 
invited to bring their backpacks to worship at all 
services on August 19.  The pastors will tie a tag of 
blessing on each backpack, as well as offer prayers 
for the new school year.  

mailto:jhayag@christumc.cc
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              Fall Book Study; Worship Arts Open House 

Mark your Calendar Now! 
 

Fall Sermon Series and Churchwide Study 
“Renovate: Building a life with God” by Rev. Jacob Armstrong 

 
Pastor Jacob Armstrong explores how Nehemiah’s goal was to rebuild the wall and gates of Jerusalem, a physical and 
daunting task, a DYI project for the ages! But Nehemiah also knew that as the Jewish people returned to their home-
land, they would need a spiritual renovation. Thankfully spiritual renovation is not a do-it-yourself project and Reno-
vate emphasizes how we need God’s great power in us to renovate our lives through the Holy Spirit. 
 
This 6-week series starting September 23rd will include: 

Never too Late for a Renovation 
It Starts with Tears 
What to Know Before You Build 
When Others Don’t Like Your Plans 
Inviting Others to Come Home 
The Big Reveal 

 
Each week the Pastors will preach on that week’s theme.  The Adult and Youth small groups will have their own 
small group discussion with DVD and the children ministries will also have their own curriculum, so each ministry of 
the church will grow and learn together as we are renovated by the Holy Spirit.  Adult group sign ups will begin in 
mid-August. 
 
In the Renovate introduction, Armstrong says, “If I have learned anything from the story of God’s people, it is that God has a 
renovation in store for you. You are a spiritual house, and God is ready to start the renovation.” Grab your hammer, tool belt 
and Bible and get ready to Renovate! 

Worship Arts and Music Ministry Open House 
Thursday, August 23, 6:00-8:00 pm, Alpine Coffee House 

 
The annual Worship Arts and Music Ministry Open House will be Thursday, August 23rd from 6-8 in the  
Alpine Center Coffee House 
· Everyone who has been involved in leading worship or working behind the scenes for worship services at Our Mas-

ter’s and Alpine Centers is invited. 

· Stop by with your spouse and/or family for appetizers and fellowship to celebrate your hard work and dedication to 

Christ United Methodist Church 

 

If you would be willing to bring an appetizer or finger food, please contact Jody Warren at church at 815-399-5910 or 

jwarren@christumc.cc 

mailto:jwarren@christumc.cc
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday,  August 17 at noon 

*Alpine Center Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary 
 

*Please note the change in location for this month only 
 Come and join this group for seniors for a wonderful homemade lunch and 
fellowship with your friends.  After lunch we’ll go into the sanctuary and Jody 
Warren and Risë Barker will present a wonderful musical program for us. 
 
 Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to make your reservation by 
Monday, August 13. 

 
WOWS  

Widows Or Widowers and Singles 
Open to all single women  

age 65 and over 
 

In August: 
The WOWS will be having lunch at Spring Garden  
Restaurant, 4820 N. Second St., Loves Park, at noon 
on August 15.  Please bring a craft supply for the  
children at Walter Lawson Home.  Contact Bonnie 
Holmgaard at 815-633-5401. 
 

In September: 
On Wednesday, September 19, at 12:00, the WOWS 
will have lunch at Baci’s Kitchen, 2990 N. Perryville 
Rd. To make a reservation or if you have questions, 
please call JoAnn at 779-210-7200. 
 

Fellowship News 

Scrapbooking Group 
 
Please note:   
Scrapbooking for August is cancelled. Our next 
meeting will be on Saturday, September 15. 
Any questions, call Mary Hicks at 815-742-1136 

Aug. 24--Movie Night 
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close 

 

    This month's movie for adults is a remembrance of 
those who died and of those they left behind in the trag-
edy of 9/11.  In the 2011 Extremely Loud and Incredibly 
Close (PG-13), a young grieving boy, Oskar Schell 
(played by Thomas Horn), follows clues and searches 
New York City to find a message he thinks his father left 
him.  His father (Tom Hanks) died in the tragedy of 
9/11.  
    Join us to view and discuss the movie on Fri., Aug. 
24, at the Alpine Center Sacred Ground Coffee 
House (door #5).  We gather at 6:15 for  
munchies.  The movie starts at 6:30.  There's an inter-
mission and a discussion afterwards.  We finish up by 
9:30.  Call George and Mary English with ques-
tions.  The evening is free. 
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                   Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in August 

 
 

 

 Our Rainbow Covenant coins in August will go to Missionary Karen Johnson Ujereh. 
 

 She is a missionary with Global Ministries based in Blantyre, Malawi. 

 Serves as director of the United Methodist Malawi Microfinance Program. 

 The Microfinance program trains women and men in small business development, helping 
them to form a small team that receives and enforces microdevelopment loans. 

 Providing economic empowerment for the local community. 
 
Ujereh shares a testimony of how the program helped a young beneficiary start a small business while also provid-
ing her with a bicycle so she can travel to obtain more store supplies. 

         Rainbow Covenant Coins; Jenny Thomas; Church Mouse          

College Addresses Wanted 
 

    Are you a college student or are you sending one off to college?  We are seeking each student’s current address 
for our church records.  They and their mailbox will be remembered by their church family in some fun ways this 
year!  Even if your student is in Rockford, let us know their current contact information.  We would like to make 
sure we can keep in contact with our college-aged students. 
 
   Please contact Linda Kuntz with the student’s current contact information:  Snail mail and email address to our 
church office, 815-39-5910 or lindakuntz@christumc.cc. Thank you and blessings to all our college students as they 
begin a new year! 

Jenny Thomas leaves the staff  of  CUMC on August 10    
Jenny Thomas, director of Youth Development since 2014, is leaving on Friday, 
August 10, to run her business, Abundant Life Company, an online retail firm, after 
showing Pastor Dan the inner workings of Sr. High SALT and Jr. High 412 and 
taking him along for summer work camp.  Pastor Dee Mede will succeed Jenny as 
teacher of the confirmation class. Watch for more information in the bulletins and 
enews about a farewell celebration for Jenny.     



(Helen Englehart. continued from back page) 
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highway,” Helen said.  
   Les was born in Winnebago and lived in the 
Rockford area. He joined the Navy and was on the 
heavy cruiser USS Los Angeles, which was stationed 
at Long Beach. He was a metal smith. The two met 
through mutual friends. 
   “He said, ‘If you come back to Illinois with me, 
I’ll marry you’,” she recalled. And she did. 
   “That was the biggest change that I’ve ever 
had in my life,” she said. “It was sooo cold here, to 
me,” she noted. 
   Les had grown up in Grace 
Church, so she got involved and 
taught Sunday school. Their chil-
dren were involved and baptized 
there. 
   Helen’s background in reli-
gion is unique, to say the least. Her maternal great-
grandfather was an orthodox Jewish rabbi. Her grand-
mother was a Jew from Hungary, who sought asylum 
in America. Her grandmother converted to Christiani-
ty, so her Jewish grandfather took her children away, 
for a time, Helen explained. She frequently took Helen 
to church, because her folks rarely attended.  Later her 
grandma became an ordained Baptist minister. 
   “I got to go to the Open Door Church (in Los 
Angeles) with her once,” Helen said, “and I remember 
hearing George Beverly Shea singing there. So, I 
must have heard Billy Graham preach.” 
   In Rockford, Les became a sheet metal worker 
for Osborn Sheet Metal, and later a contractor with 
his own business, employing about 30 workers. 
   Their children, Scott and Bonnie, were in 
youth programs at our church. Scott played for the 
church basketball team and was in talent shows. Both 
grandchildren went to day care here. 
   Bonnie now lives at Machesney Park, and has 
a daughter, Monica, who teaches in Denver. 
   Scott lives at Roscoe and his son, Joshua, 
wants to be an emergency room doctor. 
   Les and Helen were on the hospitality com-
mittee for years. He was on the grounds committee 
and she was on the administrative board for a while. 
They also were in social groups. 
 
 

  “We worked in the soup kitchen together,” Helen 
said. 
   She recalls that Les went with the youth on a 
work camp to John’s Island near Charleston, NC, via 
train. 
   The Engleharts came to Christ UMC when they 
moved to Alpine and St. Anne’s Way, where they lived for 
30 years. 
   Helen worked 16 years in the church’s day care, 
where her grandchildren also attended. 
   She attended Rock Valley College for a while, 

studying early childhood education, 
but dropped out  
because of time constraints. 
   Over the years she has been an 
assistant Brownie Scout leader and in 
the Mini Medic program at Swedish 

American Hospital. 
   “Much of my time was spent in the social part of 
the business,” she said.  
   Les was diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease  
following years of ailments.  “He suffered from it about 15 
years,” Helen said. He died about four years ago. She was 
his caretaker, at home and later in the assisted living com-
munities. 
   “The church has been really good to us,” she said, 
with the visits, funerals, etc.  
   “I haven’t driven for about 10 years,” Helen ex-
plained, so she couldn’t attend church. And the senior liv-
ing facility in which she resides doesn’t provide transpor-
tation to churches. 
   “So many folks here remember my Mister,” as she 
refers to Les. “It’s a good feeling, period.” 
   Helen says, “I love the preaching, the music, all 
of the good people … and that good ole Methodist coffee.” 



David and Diane Robinson were church shopping 
back in the fall of 1995. They visited other churches 
and left knowing they were not “it”. They came to 
Christ UMC in October of 1995 one Sunday when 
Pastor Norm Kearney was preaching and left feeling 
very exhilarated. Norm was a dynamic speaker. David 
said they wanted to come back to see if it was fluke.   
 
When they came back they realized this was indeed a 
very welcoming church. Their first Sunday was not a 
chance experience. By their second time, they found 
out more about the youth program which was im-
portant for their three boys, Brad, Steven, and Dan to 
have a place to be involved. Their boys did Jr High 
camp. David experienced his first workcamp when 
Brad was a freshman. Pastor Dick Wisdom and his 
son could not go to the workcamp at the last minute 
so David and Brad were asked if they could fill their 
spots. They didn’t hesitate once they were offered the 
opportunity.  
 
Working with the youth at workcamps became a way 
David lived out his faith and has been inspired in his 
years at CUMC. David said, “I am an observer. I like 
to see the hand of God touch the youth, whether in 
the youth room, or workcamp or in worship. I watch 
the kids soak in the love of God and spread it out.” 
David explained that as he watches it happen, “It 
touches your heart when you see what God is doing 
through others.” 
 
Back when Christ UMC Alpine Center first began the 
contemporary 11:00 a.m. service it was held in the 
youth room with Rev. Sheila Wiegman.  David said, 
“We made bread at home so I offered to make bread 
for communion for the service.”  
 
 

Twenty-two years later  
every week, David sets 
his bread maker on a 
timer on Saturday night 
with made-from-scratch 
ingredients. In the 
morning, the 11:00 a.m. 
service has home-made 
bread brought in every 
week. (Minus a week or 
two for vacations.) 
Many are blessed by 
the way David shares 
his faith through the baking of the bread.   
 
David has enjoyed driving people to church who needed 
help getting to church. When there was Wednesday Kids 
Klub he also drove kids from school to church. He also 
drove for the Saturday Kids Klub for twenty-three years to 
Centennial Church and then to Broadway UMC, driving 
them to the church and home on Saturday mornings. 
 
David was blessed to drive Edith Stokely to church when 
she had her knee surgeries. David and Diane developed a 
meaningful friendship with Edith and spent a lot of time 
together. Her deep faith and spiritual wisdom helped David 
on his spiritual journey. 
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Getting to Know Hymn; The Youth Perspective 

Getting to Know Hymn 
“O Worship the King” 

Robert Grant (1779-1838) 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs  of Faith,  

Tyndale House Publishers, 1995 

 
 Sir Robert Grant was acquainted with 
kings. His father was a member of the British 
Parliament and later became chairman of the 
East India Company.  Following in his father’s 
footsteps, young Grant was elected to parlia-
ment and then also became a director of the 
East India Company.  In 1934 he was appoint-
ed governor of Bombay, and in that position he 
became greatly loved.  A medical college in 
India was named in his honor. 
 
 This hymn by Grant is based on Psalm 
104, a psalm of praise. 

O worship the King, all glorious 
above, 
O gratefully sing His power and His 
love; 
Our Shield and Defender, the  
Ancient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded 
with praise. 
 
O tell of His might, O sing of His 
grace, 
Whose robe is the light, whose  
canopy space; 
His chariots of wrath the deep  
thunderclouds form, 
And dark is His path on the wings of 
the storm. 

The earth with its store of wonders 

untold, 

Almighty, Thy power hath founded 

of old, 

Hath stablished it fast by a change-

less decree, 

And round it hath cast, like a  

mantle, the sea. 

 

Thy bountiful care, what tongue 

can recite? 

It breathes in the air, it shines in 

the light; 

It streams from the hills, it  

descends to the plain, 

And sweetly distills in the dew and 

the rain. 

A Fresh Take… 

The Youth Perspective 
Workcamp 2018 

By Emily Palm 

Why would thirty-four people stop what they are doing for a week and pay money to go to a camp where they work? Ask 
any one of those thirty-four people and they’ll tell you it is because of the sheer joy they receive from helping the people 
and spreading God’s word. Workcamp is nothing short of magical. You spend a week in the most exhausting of circum-
stances, but you return more restored than you have ever felt in your life. I missed a year of workcamp last year because I 
took summer classes instead. My summer just wasn’t the same. I knew that this summer I needed to come back and serve 
through workcamp.  
 
Something we learned at workcamp this week is that God, doesn’t need your  
service. He made the heavens and the earth, He doesn’t need you to do anything 
for Him. The service is for you and your heart. When you do service, like work-
camp, you are restored and your faith is made stronger. In this way you then 
find God as your guiding light in everything you do and you are then able to be 
the guiding light for others. 
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   SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 
 

8:00  a.m. Nursery Child Care is available  

in the Nursery Room 

  No Sunday School at this worship hour 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

· Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

· All children begin in the Sanctuary and are dis-

missed after Children's Message · Pre-School

(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level Sunday School  

Room 1/One Group Sunday School. 

 

Every first Sunday of the month* Children will 

start their class downstairs and will come up for 

communion and return to their SS class. 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC 

·Infants: Nursery 

· Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery 

      1st-6th Grade:  Begin in Sanctuary,  

dismissed downstairs for Sunday School 

following the Children’s Message 

 

 11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

· Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

· All children begin in the Sanctuary and are  

dismissed  after Children's Message. 

·  Pre-School(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level Sunday 

School Room 1 
 

Note:  Communion is every Sunday 

for the children  

 

https://www.facebook.com/

Christumcchildrensministry 

Visit our webpage at: 

http://www.christumc.cc/ministries/

children 

Announcements! 

 

August 
 

 5 Sunday School starts downstairs (Alpine  and 

        9:30  and 11:00 am services) 

            No Children’s time 

19 Blessing of the Backpacks 

20  First day of school (RPS) 

26 Children’s Council/Teacher’s Meeting  

 

September 

 
2 No SS-Kids Bulletin 

9           Rally Day and 3rd Grade Bible Presentation 

12  Wednesday night events RESUME -JAM Night 

 Starts, Joyful Noise, Praise Kids, Puppets, 

 Youth Class, Adult Class, Nursery and  

 Ministry Meal.          

16 Youth Confirmation starts 

30 Junior Worship/No Children’s time 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts


August 1 
Cliff Gray 
Carol Letsinger 
Danny McMullen 
Jerry Nagles 
Taylor Powell 
 
August 2 
Evelyn Fox 
Jessica Flondro 
Sue McMillin 
 
August 3 
Greg Hansen 
Reed Schrank 
Sue Spitzer 
Mike Stroup 
Richard Wang 
Melissa Bielefeldt 
 
August 4 
Alison Bockhop 
Luise Walter 
 
August 5 
Jim Hellmich 
Alex Hornsby 
Mike Smith 
 
August 6 
Amber Bennett 
Susan Hunter 
Alexis Roach 
 
August 7 
Gracie Barkley 
Riley Flodin 
Kristin Frey 
Kim Jacobsen 
Diane Kirkland 
Matt Miner 
Jane Stuttler 
 
August 8 
Jacob Benner 
Chelsea Paraggua 
Erin Powell 
Jennie Shourek 
Charlotte Versino 
 

August 9 
Keith Carr 
Karlen Crane 
Vyen Hayag 
Colleen Hepfer 
Elaina Murray 
 
August 10 
Amanda Armstrong 
Anna Giacalone 
Ian Gustafson 
Eugene Lietz 
Sarah Varland 
Joan Wallem 
 
August 11 
Dawn Truitt 
Rachael Williams 
Elizabeth Enderle 
 
August 12 
Patty Armstrong 
Helen Englehart 
Elizabeth Freethy 
Bev Johannes 
Virginia O’Brien 
Debbi Thurston 
 
August 13 
Jonah Barkley 
Julianna Edwards 
Deb Price 
Jaci Riggins 
Eric Riha 
Scott Springer 
 
August 14 
Richard Cooper 
Grace Jewell 
Martin Lurvey 
Noah Reisetter 
Donna Simmons 
 
August 15 
Beckie Dzik 
Ralph Erickson 
Jane Gottlick 
Ken Harper 
Maurice Lin 
Elyse Noonan 
Ed Rounds 
Laci Smiley 
 
August 16 
Lawrence Kisseih 
Jordan Last 
Elena Saez-Simeno 
Esther Quinones 
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August 17 
Jaime Arreguin 
Hailey Hunter 
Shae Page 
Jeff Watts 
Carol Wehmeyer 
 
August 18 
Becky Childs 
Jenny Hunter 
Lee Johnson 
Madilyn Taylor 
 
August 19 
Rebecca Mann 
Thatcher Muldowney 
Tom Schwalbach 
Randy Volz 
 
August 20 
Dean Dion 
Deb Laskey 
Marla Wainwright 
 
August 21 
Josalynn Cooper 
Robert Ewers 
Marla Raffety 
Houston Mahurin 
 
August 22 
Doreen Bailey 
Willian Rodgers 
Emma Harper 
Joyce Reeves 
Linda Wyatt 
Deanna Mede 
 
August 23 
Abby Layng 
Sue Pedersen 
Jack Schroder 
 
August 24 
Michelle Hult 
Carter LaPour 
Betty Nelson 
Dennis Rinaldi 
 
August 25 
Jillian Eilers 
Debbie Gustafson 
Alisha Fisher 
Mary Padgett 
John Truitt 
Louis Cacciatore 
 
 
 
 

August 26 
Nancy Watson 
Sheryl Masters 
John O’Connell 
Sue Tipton 
 
August 27 
Risë Barker 
Priscilla Carr 
Megan Gale 
Mark Lundvall 
Teri Reynolds 
Rich Schultz 
 
August 28 
Chad Atkinson 
Vivian McKelvey 
Gretchen Poffinbarger 
Cynthia New 
 
August 29 
Tim Budden 
Ronin Centeno 
Rich Fisher 
Bob Strachan 
Kyle Kneller 
Preston Mayberry 
Jeanne Steinmetz 
Karen Weedman 
DJ Williams 
 
August 30 
Joseph Bradel 
Jordan Kurth 
Carol Parker 
Susan Pomatto 
Dawn Russell 
Jason Woodard 
 
August 31 
Jim Abels 
Emily Myers 
Becky Vitale 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays 
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The Church is People 
 
Sympathy to: 
Helen Muir and Cindy Kentner and family on the 
death of Helen’s brother, Donald,  and Cindy’s 
uncle 
 

Clergy Appointment: 
Pastor Laura Barkley, former associate pastor at 
CUMC, has been appointed to Salem UMC in  
Barrington, effective August 1. 
 

New Member 
Cyndee New on July 8—See the insert page in this 
issue of The Flame  
 

August 1 
Kyle and Deanna Murray 
Erik and Beth Palm 
Paul and Amy Seiler 
Shelly and Tom Watson 
 
August 3 
Kent and Terri Kobler 
Dennis and Susan Sweeney 
 
August 4 
Steve and Jean Randel 
Tami and Dan Rezin 
 
August 5 
Steve and Sherry Brandon 
 
August 6 
Chad and Teresa Hageman 
Stefani and Jason Mays 
 
August 7 
Mike and Jody Warren 
 
August 8 
Sue and Lane Martin 
Barry and Nancy Smith 
 
August 9 
Jeff and Susan Baldwin 
Mark and Angela Kneller 
Nancy and Doug Otwell 
 
August 10 
Jessica and Brian Crombie 
 
August 11 
William and Chelsea Collins 
Kendel and Matthew Knudson 
 
August 12 
Peter and Jane Gottlick 
Bob and Jan Noble 
Paul and Joan Wallem 
 
August 13 
Sally and Phil Plath 
 
 

August 14 
Mike and Sherrill Muller 
Jan and Cliff Stoner 
 
August 15 
Art and Fran Kneller 
Beth and Bill Lipton 
 
August 16 
Tom and Bonnie McLeod 
 
August 17 
Ken and Sue McMillin 
Barry and Caroline Mikels 
Craig and Debbie Rogers 
Ed and Mary Anne Rounds 
Lisa and Daniel Sargent 
 
August 18 
Jack and Connie Croffoot 
Ryan and Kari Cullen 
 
August 20 
Dave and Cheri Carlson 
Pat and Norm Hagman 
Ray and Wilma Porter 
 
August 21 
Ann and John Daniels 
Jack and Barb Hansen 
 
August 22 
Jeff and Donna Kirk 
Jim and Sandy Welte 
 
August 23 
Jane and Steve Kiley 
Deb and Bob Laskey 
Jerry and Meredith Nagles 
 
August 24 
Jeff and Jennifer Bockhop 
Jean and Jeff Kearney 
Dana and Brenda Kiley 
Carol and Rex Parker 
Tom and Britta Peterson 
 
 
 

August 26 
James and Linda Wyatt 
 
August 27 
Todd and Denise Eilers 
Roger and Margaret Newell 
Darcy and Michael Wilson 
Brad and Julia Zimmerman 
 
August 28 
Don and Suzy Black 
Bruce and Gloria Lauher 
 
August 29 
Brian Istad and  
    Debbie Schaefer-Istad 
Mike and Amy Nelson 
Jim and Pat Vandiver 
 
August 31 
Terry and Gretchen Poffinbarger 
Erik and Charisse Stram 

A Prayer for Today 
Most high and glorious God, 

come and enlighten the darkness of my heart. 
Give me right faith, certain hope, 

 and perfect love, 
that everything I do may be in fulfillment 

of your holy will; 
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 
Saint Francis of Assisi 
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Tender Loving Crafts 
 Women’s Clothing Resale 

As we transition through the seasons, please set aside clothing 
you no longer want.  Collections at the church sites will start 
the beginning of September.  We are looking for all sizes of 
women’s clothing in good condition.  Sweaters, jackets, coats, 
blouses, slacks, shoes and purses are included in the sale.  
 
If you have questions, please contact Karen McWilliams at  
402-880-7889. 

 From Linda Slife and Carol Fleming 
Thank you to all who donated and helped with the  
memorial service for Elsa Williams on Saturday,  
June 16. 

 

Coming Events 
 
     August 2-4      Jr. High Workcamp 
     August 19       Blessing of the Backpacks 
     September 9 Rally Day and Third Grade  
   Bible Presentation 
     September 16 Confirmation 
     October 6  Tender Loving Crafts 
     October 10             Fall Craft Night 
     November 4 All Saints Sunday 
     November 19 Thanksgiving Baskets 

 From the Outreach Committee— 
Bag It Sunday 
Thank you to all who brought non-perishable food 
items or contributed money to Bag It Sunday.  You 
donated 729 pounds of food for the Rock River Val-
ley Pantry and Christ the Carpenter Pantry.  

 From Lucy Thomas 
Thank you for all the cards and gifts for my 90th 
birthday and to all who attended my open house. 

 From Boy Scout Troops 21 and 79 from Bluff Park 
UMC, Hoover, Alabama 

Thank you so much for your kind hospitality for letting us 
stay in your church after our Northern Tier Adventure.  We 
would also like to thank Cliff Gillette for taking time out of 
his Fourth of July and showing us around.  The showers were 
especially appreciated after our seven day adventure in the 
remote Canadian wilderness.  The dry housing and shelter 
from rain was especially wonderful.  Thanks again for the 
wonderful stay here at your beautiful church.  

Volunteers Needed for  
Sound and Media Team  

at 8:00 and 9:30 am at Alpine Center 
 We are in need of more volunteers for the sound 
and media team at 8:00 and 9:30am at Alpine Center. 
The commitment would be two services, one Sunday a 
month. We can work around your schedule. No prior 
knowledge is needed…just a willingness to serve. 
Training will be provided. Thank you in advance for 
your willingness to serve.  
 
 If you would be willing to serve or want to see 
what the commitment entails, please contact Patrick 
Lauher at plauher@christumc.cc or Jody Warren at 
church at 815-399-5910 or jodywarren@christumc.cc.   
Thank you in advance for your consideration.  

mailto:plauher@christumc.cc
mailto:jwarren@christumc.cc
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Report on Annual Conference, 2018 
 

 Pastors Jane Eesley, Scott Himel, Dee Mede, Deaconess Joy Hayag, lay members Kay Cull, George 
and Mary English, Diane Kirkland, and Diane Wilson attended the 179th Session of the Northern Illinois Annual  
Conference at Pheasant Run in St. Charles. 

 The functions of the annual meeting are legislation, presentations of some programs which we support 
with apportionments and gifts; awards are presented to persons and organizations for outstanding service; there are 
times of worship and Christian education, special addresses and special music. 

 Time is given to special celebrations:  ordination and commissioning, retirement, and a memorial  
service. 

The fixing of appointments, once the highlight of the annual conference, is now only a formality as appoint-
ments have been announced beginning as early as February. 

Outside the plenary sessions there are display tables representing mission and service programs, United 
Methodist and ecumenical organizations.  Cokesbury always has a bookstore.  There was a prayer station this year.  
Volunteers ran a continuous call-in prayer line. 

The ordination service opened the conference this year. Two persons were commissioned deacon including 
Lauren Blair Rheingans (formerly Wallem).  Ten were commissioned on the elder track. One was ordained deacon and 
four ordained elder.  Two deaconesses were commissioned. 

The legislation included the budget of 6.7 million dollars, much reduced from former times.  Copies of the con-
ference budget are available. Ask the lay members or go on the conference web site. The conference program commit-
tee was replaced last year with district and conference Shepherding Teams appointed from conference leaders and 
boards.  The new structure was incorporated into the standing rules. 

Resolutions passed encouraging churches to conduct energy audits and to become Styrofoam free. The discus-
sion revealed there are recycling centers for Styrofoam.  A resolution called for an end to gun violence and recommen-
dation for gun control.   This passed after discussion and attempted amendments.  

A nonbinding document affirms the Council of Bishops’ recommendation, the “One Church Plan”, for more 
local autonomy on same sex marriage and ordination of active practicing homosexuals.  These are now forbidden by 
church law.  The other positions are called “Traditionalist Plan,” seeking no change in the Book of Discipline but 
strengthening enforcement, and, “Connectional-Conference Plan,” which creates a system of three connectional-
conferences that each annual conference can choose to affiliate with on the basis of their positions on LGBTQ issues. 
Listening sessions are scheduled in each district.  The Rockford District session is Saturday, October 6 at 9 am at 
Freeport First UMC, but you may attend any of the listening sessions. The called General Conference is scheduled in 
February to consider the issue. Only general conference delegates may vote.  

Rev. John L. McCullough presented a Bible reflection on Exodus.  He talked about the worldwide immigration 
crisis.  Forced immigration is so great it is getting wide spread political push back.  US refugee quotas are the lowest 
in history.  This year the Bishops Appeal was for aid for displaced persons.  Three-fourths of the money will go to the 
Global Migration Advance and one fourth will remain in Northern Illinois for use here.  After the presentation the 
donations from Northern Illinois churches totaled $74645. Members of Christ UMC gave $869.72. Thank you for 
your generosity.  None of this money came from our budget. 

Mark Manzi gave the laity address.  He said the church is in a period of liminality, which means “at the bound-
ary.”  The old is past.  The new way is not clear. Leaders do not know where they are leading. We are in uncharted 
water. 

Several awards were presented.  Christ UMC received a certificate for the largest contribution in the Rockford 
District Fifth Sunday Appeal for United Voices for Children.  The One Matters Discipleship Ministries gave a plaque 
and $1000 gift to assist in their work to the church in each district with the greatest increases in baptisms and profes-
sions of faith.  In the Rockford District Pastor Cris Ramirez associate at Belvidere, for the Emerge Hispanic New 
Faith Community. In the Aurora District, Rev. Cindy Marino, pastor of Grace Naperville, received the 
award. 

In other matters of interest to our church, there was a celebration of 50 years of union with the 
EUB.  Rev James Moore was remembered in the memorial service. 

The last thing Tuesday afternoon we found out next year’s Annual Conference will be June 2-4  
in Schaumberg Convention Center, leaving Pheasant Run after many years. 



New Member 

We are happy to introduce Cyndee New, who joined Christ UMC on July 8 

Workcamp, 2018 

During the week of  July 7—July 14, CUMC senior high workcampers and their leaders  
traveled to Jackson, Michigan, for Workcamp, 2018.  During that week they worked on homes  

to make them safer, drier, and more comfortable for the residents. 



Workcamp, 2018- Jackson, Michigan 



 

 

Christ United Methodist Church 
4509 Highcrest Road 

Rockford, Il  61107 

 
 
Address Service Requested 
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 Getting to Know You:  Helen Englehart 
By Don Black 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

she said, just like in today’s 
colleges. “We had slumber 
parties and lots of beach par-
ties.” 
   Although, she didn’t 
have one, “Everyone had 
cars,” she said. “It was a 
good way to get into mis-
chief.” 
   She graduated from 
high school in 1956. 
   Helen, at 17, went to work stocking clothing 
for a big department store. She became a sales clerk 
and went to fashion shows. But she never became a 
buyer … “that’s what I wanted to do,” she said. 
   She met and dated a friend of her future hus-
band (Leslie “Les” Englehart).  “But my mother said, 
‘You dump him and go with Les’.” So, she did. 
   Les and his friend had a car,. They determined 
whose turn it was to drive it by drawing the highest 
card.  “I loved to go driving down the Pacific Coast  

   You never know … That “new” person at 
church you just met could be someone who attended 
Christ United Methodist Church years ago. 
   For example, Helen Englehart once was active 
and even worked for the church, but in recent years she 
was unable to attend due to caregiving and later lack of 
transportation. 
   Now she’s back. And probably she’s the only 
church member who had Jewish grandmother. 
   “It’s so nice to be able to talk to old friends,” 
Helen said during an interview, especially Doug and 
Ruth Yeager, whom she also knew years before, at 
Grace United Methodist Church. 
   Helen is one of many whose presence at the 
church depends on members driving them on Sundays. 
“It’s a real blessing,” she said. 
    Helen is a California girl, raised in the Long 
Beach and Los Angeles areas.  Her father was a con-
struction worker who came from Texas and had been in 
the Navy. She was the oldest child, who babysat a sister 
and a brother. 
   Helen went to a big high school, which had a 
sororities and fraternities.  “It was a big deal back then,” (Continued on page 8) 


