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Mission Camp 2016 
Fort Wayne, IN 

 
By Laura Widstrom 

 
Mission Camp is the “other” workcamp sponsored by 
CUMC for smaller churches to attend with their high 
school youth and adults.  Mission Camp was the dream 
of former CUMC pastor, Rev. Patty Anderson, and since 
it’s inception in 2006, I have had the privilege of direct-
ing it.  Along the way, Linda Bjur and Steve Hudgin 
came on board to join this team, and the camp staff is 
rounded out with college students experiencing leader-
ship in between “camper” and “adult.” 
 
Mission Camp serves the same community as CUMC  
Sr. High WorkCamp each year, and we do our spring 
scouting trip together.  Jenny Thomas represents Work-
Camp, and we share the troubleshooting wizardry of 
Morry Harms.  This past April on our visit to Fort 
Wayne, we visited 31 homes in just over 24 hours as we 
made commitments for our summer projects. 
 
This year we are working with Neighbor Link, an amaz-
ing organization that utilizes a website for local residents 
in need to post requests for help while churches and oth-
er volunteers commit to responding to the needs.  Neigh-
bor Link has a few staff that keep things flowing and 
seek out grant monies to cover their administrative ex-
penses. 
 
Mission Camp welcomed 60 campers and staff to Fort 
Wayne the last week of June.  We served eight families 
whose needs ranged from painting, roofing, drywall, 

Senior High WorkCamp, 2016 
Ft. Wayne, IN 

 
By Jenny Thomas 

 
WorkCamp, 2016 was held July 9-16 of this year in Fort 
Wayne, IN. We brought 55 people total: 28 kids, 27 
adults/college students and worked on 8 separate sites. 
The weather cooperated and we had an excellent time. 
Our residents were a mixture of very low income, elderly, 
and disabled. They were all in desperate need of the work 
we accomplished. We are grateful that we are in a position 
that we can help so many people.  

WorkCamp and Mission Camp go to the same city every 
year for many reasons. First, we want to make a lasting 
impact in the cities we serve, so we have a four year rota-
tion of cities that we cycle through. We don’t want to 
show up one time and never return. Second, if Mission  

A Tale of  Two WorkCamps: 
Mission Camp and Senior High WorkCamp 

(Mission Camp continued on page 5) 
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(Senior High WorkCamp, continued on page 5) 
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“Feels like I’m 
Looking for a reason 
Roamin’ through the night to find 
My place in this world  
My place in this world  
 

Not a lot to lean on 
I need your light to help me find  
My place in this world  
My place in this world.”    
(Chorus to “Place in This World” by Michael W. Smith) 
 

WorkCamp 2016 Reminiscences 
Visiting WorkCamp each year is like walking into a 
swiftly running stream.  Rev. Scott 
Himel, Jeff Baldwin, and I arrived 
just before supper on Wednesday 
night (Jeff was kind enough to drive 
Scott and me there).  The Work-
Campers had already been working 
in their groups for two and a half 
days, and they had already made a 
lot of progress at their worksites.  
When we arrived Wednesday night, 
we could already tell that new 
friendships have been made and old 
friendships have deepened. 
  
The WorkCamp 2016 theme was “A Place in This 
World,” and Jenny had developed an effective series of 
worship topics to help the students reflect on what influ-
ences them to know their place in the world.  Successive 
nights focused on School and Peers, Family, Dating, Me-
dia, and Jesus.  For each night, Jenny had invited students 
to share their own reflections on the topic. Wednesday 
night was the night to focus on Dating.  Jenny provided 
some framing material, and we heard thoughtful presen-
tations by Riley Martin, Timmy Gaumond, Cameron 
Geddes, and Taylor Greenland. I was impressed by the 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

ways that each student shared personally (but appropri-
ately) and could offer scriptural insights.  Riley Martin 
suggested that we use I Corinthians 13 as a test for an 
appropriate romantic partner.  Where Paul writes, “Love 
is patient, love is kind…”, we should substitute the name 
of our boyfriend or girlfriend.  If our boyfriend or girl-
friend isn’t patient or kind, is boastful or arrogant or 
rude, then we shouldn’t be with them.  (I think we may 
have a future preacher on our hands). 
 
Every Wednesday night, there is a talent show, which is 
a highlight of our yearly visit.  There are serious acts—
amazing singing and playing by our youth and also some 
less-serious acts, such as the Girls’ Skit and the Boys’ Skit 
(ask them about it!).  Andrew Lantz generally translates a 

heart-rending song into American 
Sign Language; this year, he was 
joined by his big sister Alyssa.  And 
there’s an annual Lantz Family skit:  
this year it featured Dave, Deena, 
Alyssa, and Andrew (come back, Jes-
sie!).  Our amazing Youth Band 
members lead the worship, and then 
they do solos and duets for the Tal-
ent Show as well.  I was a little upset 
that Denzil Wynter (an adult leader 
from Christ the Carpenter UMC) 
didn’t bring his electric guitar, but 
he promises to bring it next year.  In 

past years, the boys have written serenades to Becky 
Keith and to Dagmar Potter; happily, there were no lead-
ers leaving WorkCamp this year, so there was no reason 
for such a serenade. 
 
Thursday we spent the day being taken around by Jenny 
Thomas, our Director of Youth Development.  We visit-
ed all eight sites.  The adult leaders would proudly point 
out how much the youth had accomplished already, and 

Journey with Jane 

(Journey with Jane continued on page 15) 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor 
shimel@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church! 
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
Editor—Linda Kuntz 
Features Writers—Don Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm 
Contributing Photographer— 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts—Jody 
Warren 

Christ UMC Facebook Pages 
Christ United Methodist Church page 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts 
Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts 
Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/  

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

Fall Book Study 
 

Book - Love to Stay: Sex, Grace, and Commitment by Rev. Adam Hamilton 

Price of book - TBD  
Teachers - The pastors will take turns teaching the class each week 

Start Date - Wednesday, September 7th 

# of Weeks - 6 

Note - Will not meet on Wednesday, September 14th. Final meeting is October 19th. 
Location - Alpine Dining Room 
 

Description - In this book, Adam Hamilton explores how, with God’s help, we can make love last. Drawing upon a 
survey of thousands of couples and singles, interviews with relationship and marriage therapists, the latest research 
in the field, and wisdom from the Bible, Hamilton looks at what it takes to create and sustain healthy, meaningful ro-
mantic relationships across the course of a lifetime. Topics covered: “More Than a Piece of Paper;” “What She Wants, 
What He Wants;” “The Significance of Sexual Intimacy;” “Habits That Hurt, Habits That Heal;” “Clothe, Bear With, 
and Forgive;” and “A Love That Lasts a Lifetime.” 
 

 

Save the Date for a Special Retreat for Couples 
A special retreat is being planned for either the first or second weekend of  November. The retreat leader,  
Carol H. Fisher, LCSW and counselor, will be leading couples through the book, The Five Love Languages: The Se-
cret to Love that Lasts by Gary Chapman. In a nutshell, this book helps couples gain more understanding of how 
each partner in a relationship can express love differently. More details to follow in the September edition of  
The Flame! 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, August 19, at Noon 

Dining Room, Alpine Center 
  Come and join this group for those who are age 
65 or better for a wonderful homemade lunch and  
fellowship with your friends.  Following lunch, we’ll have 
a program presented by Sean Muserallo, anchor of the 
WREX-TV evening news..  He’ll tell us about his career 
and what it takes to put together a news broadcast each 
day. 
 
Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to make your 
reservation by Monday, August 15.  Please join us!      

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In August: 

We will be going to White Pines on Tuesday, Aug. 23.  
We will be leaving the Alpine parking lot no later 
than 10:30 a.m. and return at approximately 4:30 pm.  
Hope to see you there. Call Carol at 815-399-1291 with 
any questions.  
 

In September: 
The WOWS will meet at the Olympic, 2327 N. Main 
Street, on Tuesday, September 20 at 12:30 pm.  Please 
RSVP to JoAnn Johnson at 815-270-1138 by Friday,  
September 16. 
 

In October: 
On Tuesday, October 18, the WOWS will have lunch at 
Nunzio’s.  We will meet there at noon.  To make a reser-
vation or if you have questions, please call Sandi at 815-
963-7634.  Donations for Shelter Care Ministries would 
be appreciated. 

UMW and Fellowship News; Endowment Committee Note 

Scrapbooking/Stamping  
for August is cancelled  

Scrapbooking in August is cancelled.  Mark your calen-
dars for the remaining scrapbooking days in 2016 - 
9/17, 10/15, & 11/19.  Call Mary Hicks at 815-742-
1136 for more information. 

Greeting Cards at Alpine Center  

  Cards will be for sale in Fellowship Hall on August 
7th and the 21st.The proceeds for these cards go to  
support missions that serve women and children. There 
is little overhead as these cards are recycled from  
donated ones. 

 

Out to Lunch Bunch    
Thursday, August 25 at 12:30 pm     

at the Olympic Tavern  
 

Hostess this month is Diane Kirkland    
Call Diane  at  815-621-3118 

for reservations     

"The Hurricane" 
August 26 movie night 

     Rubin "Hurricane" Carter, a boxer, gets convicted and 
imprisoned for a murder he didn't do.  This 1999 R-rated 
movie (for language and some violence) is his story and 
that of the people who try to help him.  It stars Denzel 
Washington.  
     Come and watch it at the free movie night on Friday, 
August 26, in the Sacred Grounds Coffee House at Alpine 
Center.  Munchies and conversation start at 6:15 
p.m.  The movie begins at 6:30, followed by a discus-
sion.  We're finished by 9:30. 

A Tribute to Arlene Persinger  
 On July 5, a large group of family and friends gathered 
to pay tribute to a life well lived for Christ by Arlene 
Persinger. She was truly ”a good and faithful servant.” 
We miss her and all the ways she served. 
  The Funeral Luncheon Committee 

 

A Note From the  
Endowment Committee 

 We celebrate the gift of $17,500 to the CUMC 
endowment fund from the estate of longtime CUMC 
member Beth Lewis.   
 Beth, who passed away in February of this year, 
dedicated her life to serving those in need in the Rock-
ford community.  Beth served on many committees here 
at CUMC and also for the Northern Illinois Conference.  
Her gift to the endowment fund will support the ongoing 
ministry of our church. 
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plumbing, to completely gutting a house as part of a 
church project to revitalize a neighborhood.  Most of 
our residents were senior citizens on fixed incomes with 
limited physical abilities, but at site after site, we found 
the residents pitching in and working alongside the 
crew.  Our campers brought hope and energy to the 
families they served.  Miss Sarah clipped back her rose-
bushes, so her crew could scrape and paint her house 
more easily.  Miss Doris painted and cleaned up her 
yard right along with her crew.  J.P. kept asking ques-
tions, eager to learn new skills to better maintain his 
home.  Mr. Dan loaded up the metal he had been collect-
ing and took it to the scrap yard.  He came home proud 
and explained that the money he made would see his 
family through to the end of the month.  Most of our 
residents joined in daily devotions.  Some prayed for us.  
One sang for us. 
 
Our theme was “Good, Good, Father,” and we used the 
song by the same title that Chris Tomlin has made pop-
ular to explore the goodness of God amidst the broken-
ness of the world around us.  Campers and adults voiced 
the hard questions of life, and we set them against the 
truth of scripture that gives witness to God’s character.   
 
Mission Camp is a wonderful ministry that is a family of 
brothers and sisters across the region serving together, 
and we are grateful for the support from CUMC to 
make it possible.  If you know of any smaller churches 
looking for a workcamp experience, please spread the 
word and connect them with Mission Camp! 

(Mission Camp continued from page 1) 

Camp starts a project that turns out to need some more 
work, WorkCamp can come and complete the job a couple 
of weeks later. Logistically, it is also much easier to have 
both camps in the same city so that we can go on one 
scouting trip and save time and money using the same 
resources for both camps. We want to be good stewards of 
the money that is raised for the camps, and so we find this 
to be the most efficient way.  
 
One question that is frequently asked is “Why don’t we 
have Senior High Workcamp in Rockford?” There are 
several reasons. First, it is a faith and skills development 
trip. We like to get kids out of their comfort zones and 
help them to realize that poverty is everywhere. Secondly, 
we have found that we have to go far enough away so that 
kids and leaders won’t want to head home if the going 
gets tough. From our experience, the perfect distance 
away is 4-6 hours. Finally, there are many churches from 
other states that come here to Rockford, as well as from 
other cities in Illinois. Our church is hosting two such 
WorkCamps at the end of July into the beginning of  
August. Also, Jr. High WorkCamp is entirely Rockford 
based.  

(Senior High WorkCamp continued from page 1) 

At all services at both Centers  
on Sunday, August 14 

Children, youth, teachers and administrators are invit-
ed to bring their backpacks to worship at all services 
on August 14.  The pastors will tie a tag of blessing on 
each backpack, as well as offer prayers for the new 
school year.  

Leaky Roof !   
The steep portion of the Alpine sanc-

tuary roof is in severe disrepair.  Shin-

gles are falling off and leaks are 

sprouting in Fellowship Hall.  Our 

records show that this roof was last 

replaced over 20 years ago.  Further-

more, recent inspections are showing that when the roof 

was last replaced, the shingles may not have been mounted 

the best way for such a steep incline.  Early estimates are 

coming in around $85,000 to replace it.  That is hanging the 

shingles correctly so hopefully they will last longer.  Delay-

ing isn’t an option due to the threat of serious interior dam-

age.  While the Trustees have some money set aside, the 

church still needs your help!  Please consider a one-time 

extra gift to help defray these unexpected costs.  Mark 

“Roof” on the memo.  As an alternative, please consider pre-

paying your regular 2016 general fund gift now (instead of 

spreading it out over the rest of the year).   Thank you! 
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A Fresh Take… 

The Youth Perspective 
By Cameron Geddes 

 
Job Opening: 

Choir Director/Handbell Choir Director 
 

 
Christ United Methodist Church, a 1600 member church in NE Rockford, is seek-

ing a part-time director(s) for an adult choir that sings two Sundays a month and/or a handbell choir that plays once a 
month during the school year.  In addition, our second worship center is seeking a part time director for an adult choir 
that sings three times a month during the school year.  These positions can be filled by one, two, or three people.  Op-
portunities for directing summer choirs are available.  Candidate must be able to work as part of a team, choose music 
from a variety of musical styles.  Experience directing choirs and choosing worship music required.  Candidates will be 
asked to prepare and teach music to the choirs as part of an audition.  Preference will be given to candidates with piano 
proficiency.  Candidates should possess a background in a variety of worship music genres, skill to lead musical groups 
with willingness to learn.  
 
Interested candidates should submit a resume and any  
questions to info@christumc.cc. The job description is  
available on our website at www.christumc.cc. 
 

 Finding our place in this world can be difficult. As the theme of Workcamp 2016, we explored what it means 
to try to find our niche in this life, to find the home we can reside in spiritually while we continue our works of faith 
and spread the good news of Christ. I like to think of this same concept as what it means to find our “Sanctuary.” This 
theme is seen in the 2004 movie “A Series of Unfortunate Events”, where three orphans desperately seek refuge from a 
madman while simultaneously learning of a fascinating yet chilling family conspiracy. Throughout the film one can 
repeatedly see the theme of Sanctuary popping up time and time again in dramatic and heartfelt ways as the children 
try to find their own place in this world, safe from the storms of tribulation and comforted by the loving arms of fami-
ly. In the same way, we found the value of one’s home during Workcamp this year. It was utterly fantastic, repairing 
and maintaining the integrity of the physical homes of our grateful residents. However, and more importantly, we saw 
several breakthroughs in the spiritual health of the residents, many of whom attended our chapel session on Thursday 
and participated in our daily dialogue during lunch. Much of what we heard from them, from each other, and from 
Youth Director, Jenny Thomas, over the week gave us great contentions for the value of our home in Christ.  
 
 One thing I considered is that while it can be at times difficult to find peace with our biological families, espe-
cially in broken homes and tragic situations, our family in God is always available and continually working for our 
benefit. Our God is the same “yesterday, today, and forever,” and through him we can find a home and a purpose that 
does not deteriorate. Our fellow Christians have the responsibility and the privilege of assisting each other like family 
members, learning about each other and caring for them through rough situations and allowing them to enter their 
own lives as well, sharing wonderful moments and enjoying the good days too. Our place in this world, truly, is in the 
world but not of the world. As flawed people we inhabit this planet and this life, but we must live as we have been 
called to live by our divine God, who gives us meaning and direction in times of service and suffering. To bring God’s 
Kingdom here, to let his will be done, is what we should define as our Sanctuary, our purpose and place to return to at 
the end of the day.   
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 From Doris Sackley and family 
Doris Sackley and family wish to thank all of the pastors 
and members of CUMC for all of the prayers and visits dur-
ing the recent illness and passing of Doris’ husband, Paul 
Sackley.  Relatives from near and far were comforted by the 
funeral service and the warmth and compassion so gener-
ously given to everyone by CUMC. 

 From Dayton Hunter and family 
Dear Friends, Families, and Pastors of CUMC:  I know I'm 
a little late thanking you sooo much for all the cards and 
wonderful words of encouragement for my family and me 
as I (we) continue to push on to get better.  Your thoughts 
and prayers mean so much to us.  GOD Bless you ALL.   

 From Mary Anne, Crusader Community Health 
Thanks is such a small word for the beautiful layettes 
you made for our prenatal patients.  I also enjoy the 
layette blessing ceremony.  It’s always nice to see eve-
ryone!  Thanks so much for always thinking of our pre-
natal patients and their newborns. 

 From Dola Gregory at Rock House Kids 

Dear VBS Friends: 
Thank you so much for the HUGE delivery of  

kid-friendly items received this week. We are truly 
blessed!  We have been honored by your support! 

 From Angie and Morry Harms 
Angie and I wish to express our appreciation and thankfulness for CUMC's recognition and sendoff gifts.  The many 
words of praise and well wishes were humbling and overwhelming.  A special thanks goes out to those who were in-
strumental in organizing the reception at OMC.  We so enjoyed the opportunity to visit with all who came and shared  
thoughts and well wishes.  Our treasured church family will be remembered as we wrap up with the prayer shawl or 
observe the beautiful quilt which we plan to place on a prominent wall.  You have been our church family for over 40 
years and the friendships that were made will be remembered for many years to come.  It is our heart's desire that we 
continue to hear about the life of Christ Church as we set out on our own adventure in Michigan.  It is our prayer that 
God's spirit will unite us as we carry on His work wherever we may be.  We extend a welcome mat to anyone who  
finds themselves in Western Michigan in the same way that you have welcomed us when we visit here.   
Our new address is:3304 S Riverwood Dr., Twin Lake, MI 49457.  Our emails remain the same at 
mdharms@gmail.com. or akharms49@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Every summer a new group of leaders and children gather in the halls of Christ United Methodist Church for Vaca-
tion Bible School. It’s one of the best events all year for children in the Rockford area. This year’s theme was “Surf 
Shack: Catching the Waves of God’s Amazing Love!”  
 
The children of VBS showed God’s love and collected much-needed items for their Mission Project: Rock House 
Kids. This organization was carefully chosen as the recipient of the VBS 2016 Mission Project  because it was  local, 
kid-friendly and Christian based. Rock House Kids serves 200 children weekly from age 5 to 6th grade. Each child is 
given a bag of individually wrapped nutritional snacks to help them through the week. VBS leaders set a goal for the 
week to collect 400 individual pre-packaged food items. Items needed for Rock House Kids included dry cereal, 
breakfast bars, nutrition bars, peanut butter crackers, cheese crackers, fruit cups, fruit snacks, raisins, pudding cups, 
and juice boxes. On June 30, 2016 VBS leaders and children delivered over 1,600 donated items to Rock House 
Kids!   

mailto:mdharms@gmail.com
mailto:akharms49@gmail.com


Cliff Gillette, continued from back page 

   In 1985, Cliff and Donna made the move to Rock-
ford.  “Donna began her career with Rosecrance and I with 
Bergner’s Department Store,” Cliff said.   
   “We had spent most of our vacation time over the 
past several years traveling to Rockford to visit friends and 
staying with her family on the farm,” he said. “We felt the 
Midwest was a good fit for our family and raising our two 
children, ages 8 and 10,” Cliff noted. 
   Both Erin and Christopher grew 
up in the church youth program and both 
attended Guilford High School. 
   “Christ United Methodist 
Church is the first and only church we 
have attended in Rockford,” he said.  He 
attends the 8 a.m. worship service. 
   Erin attended the University of Iowa, graduating in 
1998 and relocating to Denver where she met her husband. 
After the birth of their first child, she relocated to his home 
area in Avon Lake, Ohio. They now have two children, AJ, 
11, and Grace, 7. 
   Christopher attended Illinois State University then 
became involved in the food industry. He had managed sev-
eral college town restaurants in Iowa City and Madison, 
Wisconsin, and owned his own restaurant at Breckenridge, 
Colorado.  In 2014 he began his present career in nonprofit 
food distribution with the Northern Illinois Food Bank  

located in Geneva.  “In March of this year,” Cliff said, 
“he became engaged to be married and presently has 
taken a new position, relocating to Charleston, South 
Carolina.” 
   Cliff explained that after Bergner’s, “I contin-
ued my retail career working for Marshall Field and 
Company and transitioned to retail banking in 2002 
with Alpine Bank, Amcore Bank and semi-retiring 

from US Bank in Madison, Wis-
consin, in 2012,” Cliff said. He 
made the transition from depart-
ment store retail – traveling sever-
al hours a day – to banking retail 
in Rockford. 

   Cliff and Donna enjoyed traveling – going 
twice to Europe and twice to Ireland plus several 
cruises. 
   Donna, a psychiatric nurse, was Director of 
Nursing for Rosecrance for many years. The Donna 
Gillette Memorial Scholarship has been set up 
through Rosecrance, open each year to adolescent out-
patient clients wishing to continue their recovery 
through education. Three $1,000 scholarships are de-
livered annually. The first ones were delivered in 
2015. 
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Volunteer Opportunities for TLC 2016 

 
Have you signed up to volunteer at the 2016 Tender Loving Craft sale yet? We’ve got all kinds of spots available and 
we’ll give you the job you’ve always wanted!  If you’re interested, be sure to check your calendars now because the 
craft sale is only two months away! For a volunteer spot, call Deb Laskey at 815-979-8555. 
 

TLC Bake Sale    
Calling all bakers…this is your chance to bake the best sweet treats around! Sweet treats include brownies, cakes, 
cookies and more! For all bake sale questions, please contact Jen Melenas at 815-520-0629.  

TLC Upscale Resale Shop 
Don’t forget to save your better and unwanted clothing items for the TLC upscale resale booth. We’ll start collecting 
all of your fabulous items in September!  
                                                                       TLC Booths Available 
Are you crafty? Stay local, rent a booth and join us at the 2016 TLC sale on Saturday, October 15, 2016 from  
9:00 a.m. – 3: 00 p.m.  Booth rentals include a delicious BBQ lunch and booth assistance from our volunteers! For 
available booth sizes and pricing, please contact Diane Kirkland at 815-621-3118. 



Three years ago, Vacation Bible School brought Sha-
ron to Christ United Methodist Church. Her great- 
granddaughter, Lola, came to Vacation Bible School as 
a five-year-old then.  Sharon came on the Friday to 
see the ending program and enjoy the picnic. Sharon 
had a history of helping with Vacation Bible School 
and enjoyed the program. Lola wanted to attend Sun-
day school after experiencing VBS, so the family be-
gan coming on Sundays. Sharon’s journey to Christ 
UMC was a beautiful example that  … “a little child 
will lead them.” (Isaiah 11:6 NIV) 
 
Lola and her younger sister, Emmy, also participate in 
JAM and the children’s choirs. Sharon enjoys our 
church because it does so much for the children. She 
believes it is important for the church family to sup-
port the children throughout their lives.   She echoes 
the gospel’s instruction as “… Jesus called the chil-
dren to him and said, ‘Let the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these.’” (Luke 8:16 NIV) 
 
In May, Sharon became a member of the church. She 
believes the Lord led her and her family to this 
church.  Sharon’s life journey has known heartache. 
The church has been by her side to support her 
through those times as well.  
 
The mother of her great-granddaughters, Tiffany, 
died in March of 2015. Sharon said the church took 
care of the girls and the whole family. Pastor Scott 

Sharon Lowery 

and Pastor 
Jane were 
very sup-
portive. She 
was so 
thankful for 
the way Pastor Scott listened to the family.  She said that 
at the funeral you would have thought he knew her all 
her life. The hugs she received and the support she felt 
made a heartfelt impact on her faith. 
 
Sharon’s husband, Darrel, had been sick for some time. 
Pastor Laura Barkley visited him in the hospital and was 
able to listen and bring him more peace. For that, Sharon 
was grateful. Darrel was able to attend his granddaugh-
ter Tiffany’s funeral with the support of caregivers. Ten 
weeks later, Darrel died.  She said the family sang Amaz-
ing Grace at his bedside and he died peacefully.  The pas-
toral support Sharon and her family received made an 
important impact on her faith as well as all of the support 
from the church community.  
 
Sharon loves to live out her faith by helping to take care 
of people. She likes to pick out names at Christmas to buy 
presents and make food pantry donations. She is grateful 
our church comes together to help people in need. We 
are helping in many ways in the community and helping 
families,  like Tyler Levine in his fight against cancer.  
Sharon said we “all work together for the good of the 
Lord.” 
 

By Beth A. Palm 

Rainbow Covenant Giving  
Our church was presented with a certificate at Annual Conference this year in recogni-
tion and appreciation for our ministry as a Rainbow Covenant Church. 
 
Our Rainbow Covenant coin offering on Sundays in August will go to Imagine No  
Malaria: 
 Prevention: Use of bed nets, draining standing water, and improving sanitation. 

 Treatment: Improving infrastructure so that facilities have medicines and diagnos-
tic tests to treat malaria. 

 Education: Training local people in African communities about malaria 

 Communication: Help upgrade communication networks by building radio stations 
to ensure we are reaching great numbers of people with the distribution of bed nets 
in Africa. 
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Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Fill me with life anew, 
That I may love what Thou dost 
love, 
And do what Thou wouldst do. 
 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Until my heart is pure, 
Until with Thou I will one will, 
To do and to endure. 
 
 

     Edwin Hatch was a learned man who 
could string together sentences filled with 
many-syllable words.  After all, he was a dis-
tinguished lecturer in ecclesiastical history at 
Oxford and a professor of classics at Trinity 
College in Quebec.  His lectures “On the Or-
ganization of Early Christian Churches” 
were translated into German by the noted 
theologian Harnack.  Few other English the-
ologians had won European recognition for 
original research. 
    But when it came to expressing his faith, 
Hatch was “as simple and unaffected as a 
child.”  This hymn is filled with one syllable 
words and is a simple, heartfelt prayer. 
    Hatch knew that, while the words of his 
hymn were simple, the meaning was pro-
found.  At man’s creation, God breathed and 
man “became a living person” (Genesis 2:7).  
At our re-creation through Jesus, the breath 
of God brings spiritual life and power. 

Getting to Know Hymn 
“Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 

Edwin Hatch (1835-1889) 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs 

 of Faith,  

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Till I am wholly Thine, 
Till all this earthly part of me 
Glows with Thy fire divine. 
 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
So shall I never die, 
But live with Thee  
the perfect life 
Of Thine eternity. 
 

“Do you enjoy singing?  
Did you play in band or orchestra as a kid?  

Are you looking for a place to play your flute, or trumpet, 
or sax, or violin, or cello, or …?  Then look no more!   

We have musical opportunities for you!! 
 
 

The Chancel Choir at Our Master’s Center rehearses on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 - 8:30pm, and sings in 
Worship twice a month.  Rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 7.   
 
The Sanctuary Choir at Alpine Center rehearses on Thursday evenings from 7:30-9:00 pm, and sings in Worship 
twice a month. Rehearsals begin Thursday, September 8.  
 
The Wesley Ringers Handbell Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings in the Alpine Center balcony from  
6:00-7:15, and plays in worship once a month.  Rehearsals begin Thursday, September 8 
 
We also have opportunities for instrumental musicians and soloists to play special music in worship with the  
piano, or to accompany the various choirs.   
 
Anyone High School Age or Older is invited to join us. If you have any questions about any of the  
musical options, or if you want to sign up, please contact Jody Warren, Director of Worship Arts at 
church at 815-399-5910, ext. 21, or at jodywarren@christumc.cc 
 

mailto:jodywarren@christumc.cc
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Dates to Remember 
August 

7 - Family Ice Cream Social at OMC 3pm 

      Children’s Ministries Registration ongoing  

 

14 - Blessing of the Backpacks 

 

September 

4 - No Sunday School (Labor Day) 

9- Moms Group Meeting 

11- Rally Day/3rd Grade Bible Presentation/ 

 *Promotion Sunday 

                 * Sunday school by classes starts 

14 - Family Skateland Night  

         (4843 Stenstrom Rd, Rockford, 6pm-8pm) 

21- Midweek Programming starts  

 5pm-7:30pm at Christ UMC (Praise Kids, Joyful 

Noise, Ministry Meal JAM, SALT- Youth, Adult 

Classes, Puppets) 

 24 - Blessing of the Animals  

       (9:30 am at  OMC and 11:00 am at Alpine) 
 

Children’s Ministry Registration is ongoing!  

Children’s Ministry Registration Form 2016 – 2017  

is already available, Start your registration now. Sign up 

in the church office or download the form at  

http://christumc.cc/ministries/children or you can grab 

a copy at our Connection Center. We aim to develop 

and nurture ongoing relationships with you and your 

child, and to inform you of program updates and up-

coming opportunities at our church. Please contact 

Joy Hayag at the church office 815-399-5910 or 

 jhayag@christumc.cc. 

 

Nursery Child Care Workers Needed! 

We are looking for people who enjoy the youngest 

members of our congregation and would like to work 

with them on Sunday mornings, as well as at other 

times when child care is offered. Must be at least 18 

years old and be willing to undergo a background 

check. These are paid positions. Youth child care help-

ers are also needed to work with adult supervision. If 

you are interested, contact Joy Hayag at the church 

office, 815-399-5910 or jhayag@christumc.cc. 

 

Be a Children’s Ministry Leader 

We are in need of Sunday School Teachers and J.A.M. 

Leaders, If interested please call 815-399-5910 or email  

Joy Hayag at jhayag@christumc.cc 

 

Lemonade for Tyler 

Thank you for all your generous donations 

and kudos to all our volunteers! 

Sunday School Schedule 
 
8:00 a.m.  

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*No Sunday School  
 

9:30 am Alpine Center 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School Class – Ages 4 to Kindergarten  (Room #7) 

*1st Grade – 3rd Grade Class (Room #1) 

*4th Grade – 5th Grade Class (Room # 3) 

 

Note: 

All children begin in the Sanctuary and are dismissed 

after Children's Message except for the first Sunday of 

the month, Kindergarten- 5th grade children will begin 

downstairs. We will all come up together to take com-

munion and go back to their Sunday School classes. 

 

9:30 am OMC 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School-Kindergarten Class (Nursery Room) 

*1st Grade – 5th Grade Class (Sunday School Room) 
 

Note: 

 Begin in Sanctuary for the children’s time and dismissed 

to go downstairs for Sunday School  

 

11:00 am Alpine Center 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School Class – Ages 4 to Kindergarten  (Room #7) 
*1st Grade – 5th Grade Class (Room #1) 

Note:  

Children’s communion every Sunday 

http://christumc.cc/ministries/children
mailto:jhayag@christumc.cc
mailto:jhayag@christumc.cc


August 1 
Cliff Gray 
Carol Letsinger 
Danny McMullen 
Jerry Nagles 
Taylor Powell 
 
August 2 
Evelyn Fox 
Jessica Flondro 
Sue McMillin 
 
August 3 
Betty Fisher 
Greg Hansen 
Reed Schrank 
Sue Spitzer 
Mike Stroup 
Richard Wang 
Melissa Bielefeldt 
 
August 4 
Alison Bockhop 
Luise Walter 
 
August 5 
Jim Hellmich 
Alex Hornsby 
Mike Smith 
 
August 6 
Amber Bennett 
Susan Hunter 
Alexis Roach 
 
August 7 
Gracie Barkley 
Riley Flodin 
Kristin Frey 
Kim Jacobsen 
Diane Kirkland 
Matt Miner 
Dani Ogilby 
Jane Stuttler 
Genna Umenhofer 
Vicki Hugo 
 
 
 

August 8 
Jacob Benner 
Chelsea Paraggua 
Erin Powell 
Jennie Shourek 
 
August 9 
Keith Carr 
Karlen Crane 
Vyen Hayag 
Colleen Hepfer 
Kay Leeson 
Elaina Murray 
 
August 10 
Amanda Armstrong 
Anna Giacolone 
Steve Hudgin 
Ian Gustafson 
Eugene Lietz 
Sarah Varland 
Joan Wallem 
 
August 11 
Dawn Truitt 
Rachael Williams 
Elizabeth Enderle 
 
August 12 
Patty Armstrong 
Helen Englehart 
Elizabeth Freethy 
Bev Johannes 
Virginia O’Brien 
Debbi Thurston 
 
August 13 
Jonah Barkley 
Julianna Edwards 
Bob Hicks 
Deb Price 
Jaci Riggins 
Eric Riha 
Scott Springer 
 
August 14 
Richard Cooper 
Grace Jewell 
Martin Lurvey 
Noah Reisetter 
Donna Simmons 
Nancy Villani 
 
August 15 
Beckie Dzik 
Ralph Erickson 
Jane Gottlick 
Ken Harper 
Maurice Lin 
Ed Rounds 
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August 16 
Lawrence Kisseih 
Jordan Last 
Natalie Magnus 
Elena Saez-Gimeno 
 
August 17 
Jaime Arreguin 
Hailey Hunter 
Shae Page 
Jeff Watts 
Carol Wehmeyer 
 
August 18 
Becky Childs 
Jenny Hunter 
Lee Johnson 
Betty Mumma 
Madilyn Taylor 
 
August 19 
Zoe Beard 
Dennis Gay 
Karen Hornsby 
Rebecca Mann 
Thatcher Muldowney 
Tom Schwalbach 
Randy Volz 
 
August 20 
Dean Dion 
Deb Laskey 
Lori Umenhofer 
Marla Wainwright 
 
August 21 
Josalynn Cooper 
Marla Raffety 
Houston Mahurin 
 
August 22 
Doreen Bailey 
Emma Harper 
Joyce Reeves 
Linda Wyatt 
William Rodgers 
 
August 23 
Abby Layng 
Sue Pedersen 
Jack Schroeder 
 
August 24 
Michelle Hult 
Carter LaPour 
Elton Miller 
Betty Nelson 
Dennis Rinaldi 
 
 
 

August 25 
Louis Cacciatore 
Jillian Eilers 
Debbie Gustafson 
Alisha Levine 
Mary Padgett 
John Truitt 
 
August 26 
Nancy Watson 
Sheryl Masters 
Sue Tipton 
 
August 27 
Rise Barker 
Priscilla Carr 
Megan Gale 
Mark Lundvall 
Kailynn Poynor 
Teri Reynolds 
Rich Schultz 
 
August 28 
Chad Atkinson 
Vivian McKelvey 
Gretchen Poffinbarger 
 
August 29 
Tim Budden 
Rich Fisher 
Bob Strachan 
Kyle Kneller 
Preston Mayberry 
Jeff Nevel 
Ella Prentice 
Jeanne Steinmetz 
Karen Weedman 
DJ Williams 
 
August 30 
Joseph Bradel 
Jordan Kurth 
Carol Parker 
Susan Pomatto 
Dawn Russell 
Jason Woodard 
 
August 31 
Emily Myers 
Becky Vitale 
 
 
 

Birthdays 



The Church is People 
 
Sympathy to: 
Bob Persinger, Bob and Peg  Giannangeli, Alan 
and Vicki Persinger and family on the death of 
Arlene Persinger on June 30 
 
Rod and Gail Brady on the death of Rod’s mother, 
Beulah Brady, on July 10 
 
Janet Purkapile and family on the death of her 
husband, Paul, on July 14 
 
Ken Johnson and family on the death of his wife, 
Rose Johnson, on July 21 

  
Weddings: 
Victoria Kauchak and Andrew Grove, on June 25  
Whitney Lashock and Shawn Mayfield on July 23 

 
Congratulations to: 
Senica Springer on her successful audition for the 
Rockford Youth Symphony Orchestra 
 

Birth 
Logan John LaPour, son of Drew and Lindsey 
LaPour, grandson of Dave and Renee Johnson, 
born June 29 
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August 1 
Kyle and Deanna Murray 
Beth and Erik Palm 
Sandy and Marco Revoredo 
Paul and Amy Seiler 
Shelly and Tom Watson 
August 3 
Kent and Terri Kobler 
Dennis and Susan Sweeney 
August 4 
Steve and Jean Randel 
Dan and Tami Rezin 
August 5 
Steve and Sherry Brandon 
August 6 
Chad and Teresa Hageman 
Stefani and Jason Mays 
August 7 
Mike and Jody Warren 
August 8 
Sue and Lane Martin 
Barry and Nancy Smith 
August 9 
Jeff and Susan Baldwin 
Mark and Angela Kneller 
Doug and Nancy Otwell 
August 10 
Brian and Jessica Crombie 
August 11 
William and Chelsea Collins 
Matthew and Kendel Knudson 
August 12 
Jane and Peter Gottlick 
Jan and Bob Noble 
Paul and Joan Wallem 
August 13 
Morrie and Carol Earnest 
Phil and Sally Plath 
August 14 
Michael and Sherrill Muller 
August 15 
Art and Fran Kneller 
Beth and Bill Lipton 
August 16 
Penny and Bill Cacciatore 
Phil and Karen Grover 
Bonnie and Tom McLeod 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 17 
Ken and Sue McMillin 
Barry and Caroline Mikels 
Michelle and Paul Myers 
Craig and Debbie Rogers 
Ed and Mary Anne Rounds 
Lisa and Daniel Sargent 
August 18 
Connie and Jack Croffoot 
Kari and Ryan Cullen 
August 20 
Dave and Cheri Carlson 
Norm and Pat Hagman 
Ray and Wilma Porter 
August 21 
Ann and John Daniels 
Jack and Barb Hansen 
August 22 
Donna and Jeff Kirk 
Jim and Sandy Welte 
August 23 
Jane and Steve Kiley 
Deb and Bob Laskey 
Jerry and Meredith Nagles 
August 24 
Jean and Jeff Kearney 
Dana and Brenda Kiley 
Carol and Rex Parker 
Tom and Britta Peterson 
Jeff and Jennifer Bockhop 
August 26 
Roger and Jackie Dawson 
James and Linda Wyatt 
August 27 
Denise and Todd Eilers 
Margaret and Roger Newell 
Darcy and Michael Wilson 
Brad and Julie Zimmerman 
August 28 
Don and Suzy Black 
Bruce and Gloria Lauher 
August 29 
Brian Istad and 
   Debbie Schaefer-Istad 
Amy and Mike Nelson 
Jim and Pat Vandiver 
August 31 
Terry and Gretchen  
      Poffinbarger 
Erik and Charisse Stram 
 

Congratulations to  
Hailey and Kaci Hunter! 

On July 5, Hailey and Kaci Hunter, daughters of 
Derek and Jenny Hunter, granddaughters of  
Susan and Dayton Hunter,  competed with Evolve 
Dance Company at the Rainbow Dance National 
Competition in Wisconsin Dells.  Hailey competed 
in a contemporary solo and earned a platinum 
score (the 2nd highest rank in points).  
 
Kaci competed in a jazz/funk solo and received a 
double platinum score (the highest rank in points) 
and won 4th overall for her age bracket (9-11) in 
the recreational division. She also competed in a 
hip hop duet with partner Sydney Carlson. The 
duet also received a double platinum score and 
placed 1st overall 9-11 year olds recreational  
division!   
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Rallies Kick Off  2016 CROP  
Hunger Walk 

This year’s annual Rockford Area CROP Hunger 
Walk, which will be held on October 16,  has set goals 
of 250 walkers who will raise $50,000. To learn about 
the Walk and receive materials, two rallies have been 
planned. They are: 
 
1. Saturday, August 20, 8:30-9:30 am for breakfast 

at 2nd/1st Church, 318 N. Church St. 
2. Wednesday, August 21, 5:00-6:00 pm at Just-

Goods headquarters, 201-7th Street. 
 
These rallies will provide introductions to the work of 
Church World Service, explanation of Walk materials 
and tips for using them at your congregation or school. 
Please call or email David Jones (815-540-3703, or  
davidj6226@aol.com) to indicate which rally you plan 
to attend. 

The Rockford Christian Unity Group 
invites you to  

the Second Annual Unity Picnic 
Saturday, August 13, 2:00 - 6:00 pm at 

Camp Winnebago  
Free Fellowship for All! 

The mission is to promote relationships among people 
from all ethnic backgrounds in the Christian communi-
ty within the Rockford region. The Second Annual 
Unity Picnic is a joint event of the Rockford Ministers 
Fellowship, the Evangelical Ministers Fellowship and 
the Greater Rockford Clergy Association. Rockford 
Christian Unity Group is a name created by the joint 
committee of these organizations. The hope is to offer 
an opportunity to cross racial and creedal borders and 
simply get to know one another. The picnic will feature 
archery, bingo/card games for adults, food, bean bag, 
mobile computer lab, and wall climbing.  

Sunday School Teachers Needed 
We are looking for teachers for the new Sunday School 
year: September, 2016—May, 2017. If you are interested or 
have questions,  contact Joy Hayag at the church office,  
815-399-5910 or jhayag@christumc.cc.  

Nursery Child Care Workers Needed! 
 We are looking for people who enjoy the youngest 
members of our congregation and would like to work with 
them on Sunday mornings, as well as at other times when 
child care is offered. Must be at least 18 years old and be 
willing to undergo a background check. These are paid 
positions.  
 Youth child care helpers are also needed to work 
with adult supervision. If you are interested, contact Joy 
Hayag at the church office, 815-399-5910 or  
jhayag@christumc.cc.  

Discover Your Spiritual Gifts 
We believe God has given each of us spiritual gifts.  These 
are different from talents. Would you like to know what 
your spiritual gifts are?  If so, go to our church website: 
www.christumc.cc, click on ways to serve.  Then click on 
CLICK HERE at the top of the page for a spiritual gifts 
overview and a questionnaire to determine your gifts. This 
might help you determine when to say “yes” and “no” to 
where you want to serve within the church and  
community. 

Got ice cream?  
The Kroozin Kooler does! 

Ice Cream Social  
at Our Master’s Center 

Sunday, August 7, 3:00-5:00 pm 
 To celebrate the success of the “Ditch the Debt, 
Grow Our Ministries” capital campaign, we would like to 
invite everyone to join us at our Ice Cream Social,  Sunday, 
August 7, 2016, at Our Master’s Center from 3:00 pm-5:00 
pm.  The Kroozin’ Kooler will be on 
site so you’ll be able to pick your favor-
ite summer treat!  Because of a gener-
ous donor, there will be no charge to 
attend this event! 

Church News 



Page 15 

Job Opening at Christ UMC Preschool 
Christ United Methodist Church Preschool is looking to hire an early childhood 
teacher for the 2016-2017 school year. Associates Degree preferred, but potential 
candidates must have a minimum of one year experience in a licensed facility and 
30 semester hours of credits from accredited college or CDA. This is a full time 
position with benefits, paid holidays and two weeks paid vacation. Please contact 
us at 815-398-1458 or email resume to preschool@christumc.cc 

Special Presentation:  Give health and dignity to the homeless  
September 19, 7:00 pm, Alpine Dining Room 

Everyone is invited! 
  
    On September 19 at 7:00 p.m. in the Alpine Center Dining Room, Pastor Dee Mede will talk about her experi-
ence with P.A.D.S. (Providing Advocacy, Dignity and Shelter), a program of overnight shelter for the homeless.  This 
spring she spoke with the UMW Caravan Circle about this, and the United Methodist Women has asked her to share 
her story and what she learned with the whole congregation.  Refreshments will be served. 
 
    One of the least donated things to homeless programs and the most asked for is a pair of socks.  UMW spoke with 
Crusader Community Health about what their homeless program could use, and they would appreciate these items: 
  
     Cotton socks for men, women, or children, 

     Cotton underwear for men, women, or children 

     Disposable diapers 

     Books for their Little Library 
  
    UMW has set a goal of 1,000 pairs/items to bring health and dignity to the homeless in 1,000 ways!  Items will be 
collected by the main doors at both Centers through September. You may also bring your donation items to the  
September 19 event .   You can make a difference! 

Journey with Jane (continued); Church News 

the youth would grab our hands, eager to take us to meet 
their resident.  This year included a couple of particularly 
powerful stories with the residents.  At one site, the resi-
dent was suffering from cancer and was confined to the 
first floor of her house.  Shelby Martin was one of the 
members of that site team.  Shortly after their arrival, 
they learned that their resident needed a liver trans-
plant—which Shelby had undergone back in 2012!  Jenny 
hadn’t known about the resident’s transplant need at the 
time of assigning Shelby to that site.  The Holy Spirit 
was powerfully at work, as Shelby could share about her 
own experience of transplant.  I was so proud of our 
youth, as they developed strong connections with their 
residents and also worked so respectfully in their homes.  
Our adult leaders shared their skill, teaching the students 
how to do things and offering their own listening ears 
and wisdom along the way. 
 

Thursday night was Residents’ Night.  The residents 
are invited to have supper with the WorkCampers.  Our 
cooks (Angie Harms, Jolene Unangst, and Amy Nickel) 
had made an amazing meal, including Chocolate Ecstasy 
Cake (WOW!).  The residents were invited to stay for 
worship.  The Youth Band played with skill and energy, 
and we sang together of God’s goodness and power in 
the world.  Scott and I led the WorkCampers and resi-
dents in communion.  We left with souls full of joy at all  
that God is doing in our midst and hope for the future. 
 
If you’d like to hear more, ask Jenny or any of our youth.  
They are wonderful witnesses for God’s grace in our 
lives. 
 
Peace, 

 Jane 

Note:  See Cameron Geddes’ Youth Perspective column about 

WorkCamp on Page 6 of this issue of The Flame. 

(Journey with Jane continued from page 2) 

mailto:preschool@christumc.cc


Below are scenes from Car Hop, 2016.  An afternoon of family fun,  food and games was held on Sunday, June 26, in 
the Alpine Green Space. Youth served hot dogs, burgers, and root beer floats to raise money for this summer’s Senior 
High Workcamp. The crowd enjoyed good food, outdoor games, and tent seating, with a bounce house for the kids. 
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 Getting to Know You:  Cliff Gillette 

by Don Black 
 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

(continued on page 8) 

infantry. “I met my wife, 
Donna, while in the ser-
vice stationed in Fort 
Riley, Kansas,” he said, 
“on a blind date..”  Don-
na was a native of Illi-
nois, born in the Prince-
ton area in the small 
town of Buda. 
   They were mar-
ried in December 1970 
and settled in California.  Donna continued her career in 
addiction counseling and earned her Nursing Degree in 
1984. 
   Cliff began his retail career with The Broadway 
Department Stores of Southern California (now Macy’s) 
and after several years as a buyer, transitioned to the 
wholesale side, working with Mr. California, a men’s 
sportswear manufacturer.  He explained that the change 
from engineering graphics and journalism to working in 
Department Store retail “just was my strength at the 
time.” 

  Cliff Gillette majored in graphical engineering 
and journalism during college, but his career was in 
wholesale and retail sales in California and Illinois. He 
has brought that experience to his new career, Director 
of Facilities and Administration at Christ United 
Methodist Church. 
   If you see Cliff at the office, you most likely will 
also see Ruby, a mixed Doberman Pinscher, who’s 
“always around.” Ruby has become a staff favorite, 
making herself at home in various offices during the day. 
   Cliff is a native Californian, born in Inglewood. 
He grew up in Westchester, which is adjacent to the LA 
airport.  His father worked on computers in the 
aerospace industry and his mother was a beautician for 
60 years.  He has an older sister who lives in Colorado. 
   The family started as Methodists in the 1950s at 
Inglewood United Methodist Church, he said. 
  “I attended California State University, San Luis 
Obispo, California, graduating in 1967 with a bachelor’s 
degree in Graphical Engineering and a minor in Journal-
ism,” Cliff said. In college he was the yearbook editor. 
   He served in the Army from 1968 to 1970, in the  


