
April, 2019 Christ United Methodist Church 

‘Not to be served but to serve’ (Mark 10:45) 
CUMC lauds Char Peters for a lifetime of  sharing her generous heart 

    The                   Flame 

For more than 40 years, Char Peters has spent her Mon-
day mornings reviewing the pew pads from the day before 
to count the Sunday attendance and to track visitors. 
 
Peters now has chosen to retire from her decades-long 
volunteer role, one for which she has earned boundless 
gratitude from legions of Christ United Methodist Church 
pastors, staff members and worshippers. 
 
“As I understand it,” Pastor Jane Eesley says, “Char began 
volunteering Monday mornings while her husband,  
Walter, volunteered Monday 
mornings as a money counter. 
What a tremendously faithful 
couple! Even after Walt’s 
death, she continued to come 
Mondays and serve her church 
faithfully, week after week.” 
 
That included looking for new 
names that could someday 
turn into familiar faces. 
 
“She noticed when we first received a home address from a 
visitor,” Eesley says, “and made sure the mugging minis-
try, which delivers a ‘Welcome!’ coffee mug, knew about 
the need for a visit.” 
 
Recognition of her devoted service has reminded the front 
office crew of the importance of volunteers in the church 
and the need to say “thank you” for all they do. 
 
Maybe it’s hosting fellowship time. Maybe it’s serving on 
the Funeral Guild. Or the funeral luncheon team. Maybe 
it’s plowing the parking lots, or offering special needs  
assistance on Sundays.  

Or maybe it’s assistance that’s less visible, such as  
answering the phones during staff meetings. Or “pew-
scooting,” the sweep of pews to replace items that were 
taken and making sure they’re clear of paper and other 
debris. Or sorting through old documents and memora-
bilia as a part of the church’s history team. 
 
“Christ UMC rests on the bedrock of Jesus Christ, 
helped out by a team of dedicated volunteers who live 
out their faith by carrying out these tasks,” Eesley says. 
“Volunteers demonstrate the love of Jesus by their will-

ingness to offer their time 
and talents in service to the 
mission of the church, and 
we simply could not be the 
church without them.” 
 
Here are others who work 
behind the scenes – in no 
special order and with deep 
apologies to anyone missed. 
 
Those who unlock and turn 

off the security at Alpine Center on weekends – 
Saturday (Traci Parker) and Sunday (Dennis 
Sweeney). Dennis also turns on all the lights 
throughout the church by 7 a.m.   

Rebecca Thomason (daughter of Jody and Mike 
Warren) creates the worship graphics for the 
bulletin covers and the screen 

Beth Palm – changes paraments at Alpine and  
       creates special altars throughout the year 
Carol Fleming and Ruth Ann Bloom – coordinate 

seasonal paraments and wall hangings, and sew 
new ones if needed 

 
(Volunteers continued on Page 5) 
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Loving all the way 
 

“[Christ] who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be 

exploited, 
but emptied himself,  
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself 
and become obedient to the point of death— 
even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:6-8). 

This winter I read an intriguing arti-
cle by Dr. Jennifer Beste, a professor 
at St. John’s University who teaches a 
course on sexual ethics (The Christian 
Century, February 19, 2019).  Dr. 
Beste shared how she uses the book 
Poverty of Spirit by the German theo-
logian Johannes Baptist Metz to help 
college students think about the in-
carnation of Jesus and how this theol-
ogy might shape their choices.  I pur-
chased a copy of the book and have 
been lapping it up (If you heard my sermon on the Tempta-
tion for the first Sunday in Lent, you heard me quote 
Metz). 

In particular, I’m struck by the way that Metz emphasizes 
Jesus’ wholeheartedly entering into the depths of the hu-
man condition.  Those depths may be as basic as the blues 
many of us tried to fight off all winter in the weeks of grey 
weather, ice storms, and cold temperatures—the demonic 
way in which we wanted to isolate ourselves in that weath-
er and then were laid low by that isolation.  These depths 
may be as severe as the experience of betrayal by someone 
we love, the helplessness we feel when we cannot protect a 
loved one from an addiction, or our awareness of our own 
patterns of poor choices, repeated again and again.   

Metz argues that Jesus’ temptation in the desert was Sa-
tan’s trying to deter Jesus from his calling to live fully 

human and fully divine: 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

Thus the temptation in the desert would have Jesus 
betray humanity in the name of God (or, diabolically 
God in the name of humanity).  Jesus’ “no” to Satan is 
his “yes” to our poverty.  He did not cling to his divin-
ity.   

He did not simply dip into our existence, wave a magic 
wand of divine life over us and then hurriedly retreat 
to his eternal home. Nor did he leave us with a tat-
tered dream, letting us brood over the mystery of our 
existence. 

Instead Jesus subjected himself to our plight.  He im-
mersed himself in our misery and fol-
lowed our road to the end.  He did not 
escape from the torment of our life, nobly 
repudiating our humanity.  With the full 
weight of his divinity he descended into 
the abyss of human existence, penetrating 
its darkest depths.  He was not spared 
from the dark mystery of our poverty as 
human beings. (Johannes Baptist 
Metz, Poverty of Spirit [Mahwah, NJ: 
Paulist Press, 1968, 1998] p. 12). 

What Metz describes as poverty of 
spirit is simply our human inability to save ourselves—
and the spiritual power that comes to us when we 
acknowledge that poverty and lean on God’s grace and 
power.  Here is the irony Paul describes in 2 Corinthians 
12:10:  “For whenever I am weak, then I am strong.” 

As we continue this Lenten journey, may we allow our-
selves to feel the poverty of our own spirits.  As we 
acknowledge our own experiences of helplessness and 
even desolation, may we know that each experience is 
known to Jesus personally as well.  May you be strength-
ened to know yourself saved by the One who went all the 
way—even to the cross—for us. 

Yours in Christ, 

 Jane  

Journey with Jane 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Senior Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Associate Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Rev. Daniel Lee, Associate Pastor 
dlee@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church! 
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
 
Editor: Linda Kuntz 
Features Writers: Don Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm 
Contributing Photographer: 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts: 
Jody Warren Christ UMC Facebook Pages 

Christ United Methodist Church page 
https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford 

Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry 

Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

A Donkey’s Tale: An Intergenerational Service 
Sunday, April 7, 2019, 9:30 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
 

This is a celebration of Jesus entering Jerusalem told from the donkey’s point of view. 
Children of all ages, 8 months to 108, are invited to worship with us as we celebrate  
Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem and all that his life and ministry meant for us  
and for the world, including the four-legged members of the world. 
 
The service is full of music and story-telling with a message of Christ’s love for the 
world, and we have a special guest miniature donkey making an appearance!! 
 
For information, contact Pastor Dee Mede at dmede@christumc.cc. 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
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UMW Circle Schedule 
The United Methodist Women invite all women of  
the church to their circle meetings. Visitors are  
welcome and encouraged!  To learn more about each 
circle, contact Audrey Johnson at 815-519-7822.  
Some circles do not meet in the summer. 

God 
Opens  
Doors 

 

Daily Breakthrough Prayer 

Please stop and pray this prayer daily at  
7:07 a.m. and/or 7:07 p.m. 

 

God of hopes and dreams and visions  
for the future, we ask you to send the  

Holy Spirit to break through into  
our lives and into your church. 

Help us sense where your Spirit is leading. 
Give us faith and courage to  

step through the doors that you open. 

Amen. 

 
Out to Lunch Bunch 

Thursday, April 25, at 12:30 p.m. 
at Salamone’s North, 2583 N. Mulford Rd., 

(Brynwood Shopping Center) 
To make reservations, call Carol Frey at 815-877-5028 
by Monday, April 22. 

 
 

Martha Circle 
Martha Circle will meet on Wednesday, April 10, at 
12:30 p.m. in the Alpine Armstrong Lounge. We will 
have food, lots of fellowship, and will celebrate Prayer 
and Self-Denial.  All women are welcome! Questions?  
Call Wilma Porter at 815-877-3465 or Donna Simmons 
at 815-877-5381. 

 
 

 Caravan Circle 
.Caravan Circle will meet at the East Branch Library on 
East State Street for a tour on Wednesday, April 17, at 
9:30 a.m.  We will have lunch at the pie shop in the  
library.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  If you plan to 
attend or have questions, call Sharon Watts at 815-398-
3541. 
 
 

Priscilla Circle 
Priscilla Circle will meet April 22, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
home of Diane Wilson, 5779 Shelford Ln. We will have 
our Prayer and Self-Denial service.  Britta Peterson will 
also give us an update on Centennial Saturday Kids Club.  
Visitors welcome.  Questions?  Call Deb Laskey at 815-
979-8555. 
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Hammer and Nails 
 

Spring is almost here and your Hammer and Nails team is looking for projects: 
home repairs, painting, and minor plumbing are some of the things we can do.  
We want to focus on helping those who are not financially able to have the work 
done themselves.   
 

If you know of anyone or any organizations that could use our help, please contact Pastor Dee 
Mede at 815-399-5919, Ext. 42. 

Special Needs Assistants – Al Persinger,  
      Bruce Lauher, Doug Wilson, Jeff Kearney, 
       John Wilson and Ted Plum 
Office volunteers – Thursday afternoons – Karen 

Greenwood, and Friday afternoons – Suzy 
Black. Gretchen Poffinbarger on Tuesdays dur-
ing staff meetings. Suzy picks up the commun-
ion bread at Great Harvest each Friday, and 
Karen sends out the prayer chain list on Thurs-
days. All of them help by answering the phone 
and greeting visitors. 

Shoppers – Barb Hansen, Sue Spitzer, Sally Plath – 
shop for various items needed by staff members 
for their program areas 

Jacki Rodgers – designs and fills the planter in the 
Alpine sanctuary with seasonal flowers and 
greenery 

Pew Scooters – straighten up pew racks at Alpine 
after worship service and keep them stocked 
with the necessary materials – Nancy Vogel, 
Linda Marshall, John and Betsy Leverenz, Jo-
Ann Johnson, Roger Newell, Jane Gilbert, 
Gayle Blume, Karen Greenwood 

Rod and Gail Brady and Earl and Arlene Williams 
– create and post messages on outdoor sign at 
OMC 

Flame Throwers and special mailing assistants – 
Ken and Marion Kern coordinate this; volun-
teers are Phyllis Melenas, Del and Marg Ar-
thur, Pete and Pat Erickson, Jeanine Reufer, 
Karen Greenwood, Sandi Johnson, Nancy Vogel 

Jan McMullen – 9:30 Alpine communion steward – 
secures the servers and cuts bread to use for 
around the altar 

Diane and Dave Robinson – make bread every week 
for 11 a.m. communion 

Donna Dyer – sets up communion at OMC 
Bob Russell, Doug and Diane Wilson – decorated 

the Alpine Sanctuary with Christmas decora-
tions 

Irv and Joanne Stewart, Merv and Ruth Huckstep – 
put up the Alpine Center Christmas tree  

Snow Plow Team – Tim Moore (leader), Alan 
Beaman, Jack Becherer, Rich Fisher, Curt Lep-
pert, Maurice Lin, Dan McMullen, Eric Mede, 
Cory Schrank, Mark West 

Alpine sound and media: Mary English, Ben 
Holmertz, Jeff Holmertz, Jon Hayag, Sam 
Hayag, Cindy Kentner, Hayden Nickel, Brady 
Nickel, Eric Persinger, Bruce Lauher, John 
Murray, Dennis Rinaldi, Ged Trias, Joni Ar-
thur, Jim Hooley, Dan Persinger (emeritus) 

OMC sound and media – Ty Unangst, Eric Mede, 
Earl Williams, Donna Riha, Mike Muller 
(emeritus) 

Christine Swanberg – writes the calls to worship 
most weeks 

Sherrill Muller – coordinates special music and ush-
ers for OMC 

Jo Mohrmann, Sharon Watts and others – prepare 
and serve after-worship refreshments at OMC 

Irv and Joanne Stewart—take all bulk mailings to 
the post office 

Jack Schroeder—for many years coordinated the 
landscape volunteers at Alpine Center 

Phyllis Melenas, Sally Plath, Linda Marshall,  
      Deb Laskey, Susan Hunter, Fran Kneller—cook 

and serve Senior Fellowship luncheons 
Cindy Kentner—coordinates liturgists for Alpine 

Center 
Church historian team: Marg Arthur, Doreen  
      Bailey, Donna Copeland, John and Ann  
      Frankenberg, Martha Hooley, Sharon Watts 
All Sunday School teachers! 
 
The above is a partial list of those who volunteer in 
our church to celebrate our loving God through 
their time and talent. Thank you to everyone who 
helps in any way. Our apologies for anyone we may 
have missed. 
 

(Volunteers continued from Front Page) 
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
No meeting in April 

We won’t meet in April since our meeting falls on Good 
Friday, April 19.  There will be a Good Friday worship 
service at Alpine Center at noon.  Our next meeting will 
be Friday, May 17.   

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

In April: 
The WOWS will have lunch at Fresco at Anderson 
Gardens on Wednesday, April 17, at noon.  If you 
would like to join us, make your reservation by  
April 10 by calling Ruth Ann Kearney at  
815-877-0355. 

   Fellowship News; Spring Salad Luncheon  

Scrapbooking Group 
 

Scrapbooking/Stamping for April is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 20 (the Saturday before Easter) from  
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Alpine Dining Room.  Stay for all 
day or just a half day - whatever fits your schedule.  Not 
everyone in our group scrapbooks.  Some are stamping or 
working on other projects so join us for a fun day of craft-
ing!  If children will be joining us, it's requested they be at 
least middle school age.    
 
Please bring a snack to share and your own beverage. 
Bring money for a sandwich if you don't bring your own 
lunch.  Questions?  Call Mary Hicks at 815-742-1136. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
UMW Spring Salad Luncheon 

Wednesday, May 8, 2019 
12:00 noon 

Alpine Dining Room 
 

Program: History of Buttons 
By Judy Winder 

 
Open to all CUMC women and their guests 

Salads provided by CUMC women 
No charge—love offering will be collected 

Child care provided 
 

“Women are like buttons:  
they hold everything together” 
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The weather is finally starting to warm up, which means summer is not far away.  If you are 
trying to figure out summer care or are simply looking for something for your child to do, 
check out our summer camps below.  Children aged 3-6 can be registered for summer camps on 
a week by week basis.   
 
Summer camps run from 8:30 – 12:00 Monday through Friday. For additional information or 
to register please call the preschool office at 815-398-1458. 

    May 27 – May 31  Nature Wonders * 

    June 3 – June 7   Young Scientist 

    June 10 – June 14  Wild West 

    June 17 – June 21  Wet & Wild I 

    June 24 – June 28  Commotion in the Ocean 

    July 1 – July 3   Happy Birthday USA ** 

    July 8 – July 12   We’ve got game 

    July 15 – July 19  Wet & Wild II 

    July 22 – July 26  Disney fun 

    July 29 – August 2  Storybook Summer 

    August 5 – August 9  Art Exploration 

    August 12 – August 16  Under the Big Top 

    August 19 – August 22  Wet & Wild III ***  

 
*Closed Monday for Holiday 
**Closed Thursday & Friday for Holiday 
***Closed Friday 

Book Study 
Living Faithfully: Human Sexuality and the United Methodist Church  

 

 Join us for this timely and interesting study, which will be led by Pastor Jane Eesley. This four week study will 
help you understand the various views about the ministry and teaching of the United Methodist Church around issues 
of human sexuality. Purchasing a book will be necessary in order to strengthen our knowledge and deepen our conver-
sations on this topic. 
 Living Faithfully is designed to help you understand the shape of this debate and what it means for the present 
and the future. Each chapter includes background on the Bible, Christian theology, history, stories from diverse view-
points, and United Methodist structure and practice to guide reflection and conversation. You’ll also find definitions of 
key terms and information about upcoming events. The four chapters are: 
 
1. Is the Practice of Homosexuality Incompatible with Christian Teaching? 
2. Is Same-gender Marriage Compatible with Christian Teaching? 
3. Is Ordaining Practicing Homosexuals Compatible with Christian Teaching? 
4. Where Are We Now? 
 
Choose the class time that suits your calendar: 
Mondays, 10:00-11:30 in the Alpine Dining Room 
Starts April 29 
or 
Wednesdays, 6:00-7:30 p.m. in the Alpine Dining Room 
Starts May 1 
 
You may order the book from Cokesbury or Amazon. Watch for sign up information coming soon. 



( Frank Sheley  continued from back page) 
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   Frank was raised in Lincoln, IL., born at home 
and was an only child. He lived on a farm and attended 
a one-room school until the eighth grade when they 
moved to town. 
   Frank graduated from Lincoln High School, 
where he played baseball, basketball and football. He 
made All-State in baseball.  He was class president and 
a member of the National Honor Society. 
   Frank worked during the summers and all 
school breaks during high school for the County High-
way Department, on the survey crew.  
 “My family was very in-
volved with the Christian Church 
and we had a simple rule – no ex-
cuse not to go to church and Sunday 
school,” Frank said, “which was not 
always pleasing to a college kid who 
sometimes got in rather late.” 
  The family also was active in Christian College 
in Lincoln, hosting many dinners for students. His fa-
ther worked for the county and state highway depart-
ments, once he quit farming for some 30 years. 
   “I had a great home life with wonderful parent 
support and encouragement in all my endeavors,” 
Frank recalled. “It was just a great experience growing 
up in a small town where you dared not to get in trou-
ble because everyone knew everyone.” 
   He went to the University of Illinois on a 
scholarship and majored in Marketing in the School of 
Business. “I joined Sigma Chi Fraternity, which was, 
and has been, a special place in my life and is today  
because it had such a positive influence on taking me 
through ages18 to 22 years of my life,” he said. 
   He gained his military commission through the 
university ROTC. 
   A year following their marriage, Jill, was born. 
She lives in Pointe Vedra Beach, Florida, and works for 
Mayo Clinic. She has two children, Lindsey, who’s into 
public relations for the Buffalo Sabres, a professional ice 
hockey team, and Matt, a senior at the University of 
Maryland, who’s in pursuit of an advanced degree in 
education and planning to attend seminary. 

   Three years after Jill was born, son Matt came 
along; he lives in Rockford and works for a sports manufac-
turing firm, and has three children: Jake, a soon-to-be attor-
ney; Will, a Navy man, and Gillian, a senior at Lutheran 
High. 
   Following his military service, Frank went to work 
for Illinois Bell for 12 years, living in Rock Island,  
Springfield and coming to Rockford as District Marketing 
Manager. 
   He moved on to Rockford Cablevision for another 
12 years, as its president. 

   Frank worked for Amcore Finan-
cial as its Marketing Director, but later 
relocated to State College, Pennsylvania, 
as a result of a job opportunity with an 
electronics company. 
  “I guess Rockford was home as I 
returned and ran a Security Company 

before entering the real estate world where I am today,” 
Frank said.  He’s a commercial real estate agent for Dicker-
son-Nieman. 
   Frank has been very involved in the community – as 
president of the Rockford Chamber of Commerce and the 
United Way.  He served on many boards, such as youth 
baseball and hockey, Arts Council and numerous fund-
raising opportunities. 
    “We joined the church in 1969 and were active – 
especially my wife – in numerous functions, but I did serve 
as chairman of the Finance Committee back then.” 
   After an absence of several years, they returned to 
the church about four years ago. A friend of Judi’s first 
brought them to our church. 
   “I must say this has been and always was our 
church,” he said. “It has provided a wonderful place to wor-
ship and I truly appreciate our staff and friends, as we are a 
part of that early 8 o’clock group.” 
   The couple has had a house in Naples, Florida, for 
about 20 years. 
   Frank explained that Judi goes south from about  
January to March or April and he goes back and forth. 

The Flame 



Earl has a life and faith rooted in the land on which he 
grew up and still farms today. His connection to Our 
Master’s UMC began in 1978 when he and his wife 
Arlene moved back home from Minneapolis to Cherry 
Valley and looked for a United Methodist church to 
attend. When they visited Our Master’s, they were 
immediately made to feel welcome and knew they 
found their church home. 
 
One of the similarities of growing up on a farm and 
being a member of a small church was that when a job 
needed to be done, people just took responsibility and 
worked until the job was done. Improvements made to 
OMUMC during the years, from removing the points 
on the church roof so kids could not climb on the roof 
to providing individual room temperature controls to 
improve energy usage or remodeling the parsonage, 
exemplified  the United Methodist Church’s member-
ship vow to faithfully participate in its ministries by 
their prayers, their presence, their gifts, their service, 
and their witness. 
 
Earl was on the team involved in the merger with 
Christ UMC. One decision that helped the process 
was to blend the members of the standing committees, 
of the two churches, such as Trustees and Staff Parish, 
into the same new committees of the merged church 
so that members of the two churches would have more 
opportunity to get to know one another. When many 
people from Our Master’s Center went into leadership 
positions at Christ UMC, Earl said he saw how both 
churches benefited from the merger. 
  
Helping with the community garden operated by the 
United Methodist Men at Our Master’s Center is a 
way Earl enjoys sharing with the church and commu-
nity. The community garden has been growing food 

and relationships ever 
since the early 1970’s. 
Earl describes the garden 
now as a mini-United Na-
tions because there are so 
many people from so 
many different countries 
gardening together. He 
provides equipment for 
tilling the ground in the 
spring and mowing the 
garden remnants in the 
fall. 
 
After the drought of 2012 and a rather large water bill 
from the city of Rockford, the men decided a better ap-
proach was needed to supply water for the gardeners. As a 
result, a water tank was placed in the garden and a water 
line was trenched from the church so that the water tank 
could be filled with water from Our Master’s well. He said 
people come with pails to get the water from the tank to 
water their plants. Since the gardeners are more selective 
in what they water, there is less wastage and fewer weeds. 
 
When asked what experiences have impacted his faith, Earl 
described that farmers need to be optimists and believe 
their labor in planting crops and raising livestock will be 
rewarded, but that ultimate success depends on powers 
beyond their control. “In farming, if the Lord doesn’t send 
rain, it is hard to have a successful crop.” The attitude you 
choose makes a difference. Earl shared, “I wake up every 
morning and look forward to the day. If you can instill that 
in a person, life is good.”  
 
Earl has served on the local Farm Bureau board, the  
Illinois Soybean Association, and is currently a member of 
the Illinois Farm Bureau State Board of Directors. 
 

By Beth A. Palm 
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Earl Williams 

The Flame 
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Getting to Know Hymn 
“Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed? 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs  of Faith,  

Tyndale House Publishers, 1995 

          We never know how deeply our actions 
affect the lives of others.  This hymn by Isaac 
Watts has certainly touched the hearts of  
millions through the centuries.  After drawing 
the stark contrasts between the sacrificial 
death of the mighty Maker and the unworthi-
ness of the sinful creature, he concludes with 
the consecration, “Here, Lord, I give myself 
away—’tis all that I can do.” 
          A thirty-year-old blind woman heard a 
revival choir sing this simple hymn. Stanza 
after stanza stirred her heart, but when the 
choir came to the final line, “Here, Lord, I give 
myself away,” she gave herself away to the 
Lord as well.  That blind woman was Fanny 
Crosby who went on to become the greatest 
writer of gospel songs in the past century.  
We never know how deeply our lives will 
touch the lives of others. 

Alas! and did my Savior bleed 
And did my Sovereign die? 
Would He devote that sacred head 
For sinners such as I? 
 
Was it for sins that I have done 
He suffered on the tree? 
Amazing pity! grace unknown! 
And love beyond degree! 
 
Well might the sun in darkness 
hide 
And shut His glories in, 
When Christ, the great Redeemer, 
died, 
for man the creature’s sin. 
 

Thus might I hide my blushing face 
While His dear cross appears. 
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 
And melt mine eyes to tears. 
 
But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
The debt of love I owe; 
Here, Lord, I give myself away- 
‘Tis all that I can do. 
 

Welcome to Christ UMC 
Text/App Giving Through Tithe.ly 

You can conveniently give anywhere,  
any time, on any device! 

 
 

To text to give: Text 815.769.5180 and enter Give. You will receive a reply with a link.  
Select the link and complete your giving. 
 
To give using the app: First download theTithe.ly app and then under find a church, enter 
Christ UMC, create an account, and complete your giving. 
 
Questions: Visit christumc.cc/give or contact the church office at 815-399-5910. 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you know that you now can give to the Sunday coins offering even if you don’t have 
coins with you? You can now include Rainbow Covenant giving through the Tithe.ly app. 
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   SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 
 

8:00  a.m. Nursery Child Care is available  

in the Nursery Room 

  No Sunday School at this worship hour 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

•  Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

 

**All children begin in the Sanctuary and are  

dismissed after Children's Message  

•  Pre-School(4)-Kindergarten— Sunday School 

Room  #7 

• 1st Grade—3rd Grade Class—Room #1 

• 4th—5th Grade Class (Room #3) 
   

**Every first Sunday of the month, children will 

start their class downstairs and will come up for 

communion and return to their SS class. 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC 

• Infants: Nursery 

•  Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery 

•  1st-5th Grade:  Begin in Sanctuary,  

dismissed downstairs for Sunday School 

following the Children’s Message to the Sunday 

School rooms 

 

 11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

•  Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

•  Pre-School(4)-Kindergarten—Sunday School 

Room 7 

• 1st Grade—5th Grade—Sunday School 

Room #1 

Note: Children’s Communion every Sunday 

 

https://www.facebook.com/

Christumcchildrensministry 

Visit our webpage at: 

http://www.christumc.cc/ministries/children 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

April, 2019 

 
April 7  United Voices for Children Offering                                                                                                 

  Sunday School starts downstairs                                                                                             

April 13  Easter Egg Hunt at Our Master’s                                                                                         

April 14   Palm Sunday Parade                                                                                     

April 17   Wednesday JAM –Holy Week                                                                 
April 21      Happy Easter Sunday      

  Regular Sunday School                                                                             

April 24 Last Wednesday programming                                                                 

April 28 Children and Youth Sunday                                                                             

  Teacher/Volunteers appreciation                                                               

  Puppets          

Saturday, April 13, at 10:30 a.m.  
at Christ UMC,  

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Dr.  

(Near the intersection of  
Harrison and Mulford) 

 
 Bring your Easter baskets. 

  If weather permits, we will hunt outdoors.  
Otherwise, we will hunt indoors!   

 There will be treats and an Easter craft  
for all participants.   

Bring a friend and join us for this special day! 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts


April 1 
Greg Knapp 
Stefani Mays 
Phyllis Smerke 
Todd Yaun 
 
April 2 
Heidi Lester 
Andrew Raffety 
Lilah Mayberry 
Roger McKelvey 
Sharon Mouri 
Sue Van Grove 
 
April 3 
Gary Chessare 
Geneve Harris 
Troy Makulec 
Christine Riemer 
Lindsay Roegner 
Chad Williams 
Brady Nethery 
 
April 4 
Justine Fiorenza 
Doug Johnson 
Janet Johnson 
Andrew Lantz 
Christina Shula 
 
April 5 
Edna Berggren 
Barry Mikels 
Joel Shumaker 
 
April 6 
Claire Kelley 
Jack Mumma 
Beth Mutton 
 
April 7 
Anne Pierce 
Julia Zimmerman 
Emelie Buteyn 
 
 
 

April 8 
Rich Cooper 
Ryan Cullen 
Amy Nelson 
Javier Saez-Gimeno 
Madalyn Tipton 
 
April 9 
Kelly Beaman 
Diane LaMantia 
Austin Leaich 
Avery Martin 
Dorothy Peters 
Sarah Price 
Dennis Thorn 
Lindsay Milleman 
 
April 10 
Marty Bogie 
 
April 11 
Bryn Lipton 
Jacob Miller 
Nathan Schoff 
 
April 12 
Jim Chancellor 
Leland Cottrell 
Gayle George 
Jack Hansen 
Kelsey Stiles 
Giavanna Tartaglia 
 
April 13 
Carol Beaman 
John Hexom 
Gregg Herrmann 
Ron Raiber 
Amanda Milloro 
Jonathan Volz 
 
April 14 
Wendy Blackburn 
Steve Davis 
Kaylie Miller 
Kelsie Miller 
 
April 15 
Jim McGowan 
Nicole Mann 
 
April 16 
Beatty Muserallo 
Ben Stern 
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April 17 
Derek Hunter 
Jonathan Hodges 
Virginia Gully 
 
April 18 
Alexandra Jacobs 
Wade Potter 
Patricia Bowden 
 
April 20 
Kari Davis 
Joshua Harper 
Kyra Murray 
Gabriella Williams 
 
April 21 
George Garner 
LeRoy Grande 
Scott Martin 
 
April 22 
Cadie Arthur 
Tracey Greenland 
William Grove 
Nancy Otwell 
Doug Pomatto 
Cory Schrank 
Rachel Schrank 
Isaac Bailey Williams 
Zachary Jardeen 
Hayley Jardeen 
 
April 23 
Nate Calow 
George Edwards 
J Halpin 
Stella Cacciatore 
 
April 24 
Brian Hawes 
Adam Moore 
Hilary Peterson 
Jenae Rezin 
 
April 25 
Mary Gummow 
Carson Masters 
 
April 26 
Cameron Geddes 
Sherrill Muller 
Phil Rives 
 
 

April 27 
Olive Bresette 
Andrew Chancellor 
Lexi Fagan 
Alex Geddes 
Lola Cuyler 
Christopher Roegner 
Mark Schaible 
Myrna Schelling 
Alexandra Bowden 
 
April 28 
Donna Copeland 
Doris Dion 
Tony Dzik 
Irene Janecek 
Lucas Molina 
 
April 29 
Corey Beard 
Jackson Nickel 
Kaila Roberson 
Wes Sattelberg 
Jeanine Wang 
Byron Wechter 
 
April 30 
Betsy Leverenz 
Susan McLaughlin 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays 
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The Church is People 

 

 

Sympathy to: 
 
Marty Bogie on the death of her sister,  
Irene. 
 
Jim and Shirley Waddell on the death of 
Shirley’s brother 
 
Dianne Freeman and family on the death of 
her husband, Bob Freeman, a former  
CUMC member 
 
Family and friends of M.J. Schubert, who 
died on March 8 

 
 

April 3 
Donald and Ruth Ann Bloom 
 
April 4 
Mark and Nancy Halverson 
 
April 5 
John Hexom and 
   Katherine Greene-Hexom 
Gedeon and Phoebe Trias 
 
April 11 
Charles and Mary Jo Frey 
Tom and Pam Laughlin 
 
April 13 
Dave and Patti Replogle 
 
April 16 
Scott and Alicia Arthur 
 
April 17 
Rich and Kelley Roach 
Joe and Deb Whinnery 
 

April 20 
Dean and Becky Schoff 
Amy and David Steffen 
 
April 21 
Bill and Nancy Trevey 
 
April 24 
Ken and Kate Harper 
 
April 25 
Brian and Jodi Miller 
David and Donna Schafman 
 
April 26 
Al and Patti Lashock 
 
April 27 
Dennis and Judi Thorn 
 
April 28 
Jack and Wanda Schroeder 

 
A Prayer by Thomas Merton 

 
My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.  I do not see the road ahead of me.  

 I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think I am  
following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please you  

does in fact please you.  And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing.  
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire.   

And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road, though I may know nothing about it.  
Therefore I will trust you always though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death.   
I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.   

 

Amen. 



      

Coins for Rainbow Covenant Giving in April 
Our coins for Rainbow Covenant mission giving each Sunday in April will go to 
Justice For Our Neighbors (JFON). 
 
• Ministry initiated by the General Board of Global Ministries in 1999 

• JFON works in 27 “clinics” in several regions of the United States (including Rock-
ford) 

• Mission is to welcome immigrants into our churches and communities. 

• Provide free, high quality immigration legal services, education and advocacy 
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• From the family of Mary Doerr 
The family of Mary Doerr would like to take this opportunity to give a heartfelt thank you to everyone for all your 
prayers, your cards, and your support surrounding the death of our mother on February 11, 2019.  A wonderful lunch-
eon was provided after the service, allowing our family and friends a meaningful time to visit.  Thank you to everyone 
who helped make this difficult time so special for all of us. 

• From the Family of Sheila Stuttler—Keely Muraski and The Stuttler Family 
Thank you for the wonderful luncheon.  Your generosity was very heartfelt.  Myself and my family appreciate all you 
did for us. (Following a funeral luncheon at Our Master’s Center). 

MELD Baby Shower May 5 
at Alpine and Our Master's Centers  

during Coffee Hours 
 

MELD'S mission is “guiding young parents to build a strong family & lead a respectable life by 
providing shelter, education and life skills training.” MELD would appreciate your gifts of new baby 
supplies such as baby wipes, disposable diapers, baby lotion and shampoo, as well as new or  
gently used items such as infant and toddler clothing, blankets, highchairs, playpens, car seats, 
bath tubs and strollers.  
 
Your gifts do not need to be wrapped. Monetary gifts can be given for purchase of needed items. 
Checks can be made to CUMC, with MELD noted on the memo line. 
 
Questions?  Call Phoebe Trias at 815-332-4838. 
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Project Undershare Collection in April 
Project Undershare is a non-profit program that supplies agencies with underwear for children. These agencies  
consist of Rockford and Harlem school districts, Crusader Community Health, Rock House Kids, and Shelter Care 
Ministries. 
 
This is an often unknown need.  When parents are faced with a housing crisis, providing clothing, food and shelter - 
underwear is often not a priority.  Project Undershare’s goal is to supply children with basic undergarments. 
 
During the month of April, the Outreach Committee will be collecting new children’s underwear, t-shirts and socks.  
Any all all sizes are needed, infant to adult.  Sizes 4-10 are requested most often. 
 
At the Alpine Center, donations can be dropped off in the cupboard in Fellowship Hall marked for Project Under-
share.  You may also contribute monetarily by writing a check to the church and writing Project Undershare in the 
memo line.  Thank you in advance for contributing to this worthy cause. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Jean Kearney at 815-520-8758.   

Looking Back 
 

The church historians uncovered the picture above and sent it in to The Flame for the congregation to see! 
It was probably 1958 or 59 - a lot of the pictures have no dates - but it was used in a capital campaign to 
raise money for the west wing. Apparently we were already outgrowing our space after only a couple of 
years.  We really were in the middle of a cornfield!! 
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mailed/brought to the church office by the deadline date. 

 Getting to Know You:  Frank Sheley 
By Don Black 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

(Frank Sheley continued on page 8) 

   Several couples in our church met on a blind 
date, much like what Frank Sheley and Judi did in the 
early 1960s. 
   “During my senior year (in college), I met my 
wife on a double date, but, unfortunately, she was not my 
date that night,” Frank recounted during a telephone 
interview.  “I corrected that as soon as possible, which 
led us to getting married on Feb. 3, 1963, while I was in 
service.” 
   He was in the Air Force as a lieutenant and 
spent three years in Dover, Del., as Base Procurement 
Officer, the one who buys stuff for the base. He said for-
tunately he had two master sergeants onboard who knew 
what to do, so he let them do it. 
   While everyone may not know Frank, it’s not the 
same with Judi.  “I think everyone knows my wife has 
run the Rockford Pro-Am for 30 years,” he said, “and 
over the years I’ve been known as ‘Judi's husband.’” 
   She will continue as executive director of the 
annual professional and amateur golf tournament 
through 2019. 
   Big surprise! They don’t play golf nowadays. 

Judi’s folks played lots 
of golf, so did Judi. 
   Frank said the 
story goes that their 
son, Matt, when 6 years 
old, played golf with her 
and won. And Judi 
doesn’t play anymore. 
The early start was 
good for Matt, who  
later played golf for the 
University of Miami. 
 Frank said that he stopped playing golf to travel 
with and watch his grandson play on a travel baseball 
team. 
   However, they do watch a lot of golf, real and 
televised. 
   Frank recently became chairman of the church’s 
Leadership Team. He has served only one meeting, since 
the one in January was canceled because of bad weather. 
 
 



On Sunday, March 17, Our Master’s Center began worship 
by praying for our sisters and brothers at the Muslim  
Association of Greater Rockford, in light of the massacre at 
the mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand.  The people of 
Our Master’s prayed for peace, healing for those wounded in 
body, heart, and soul, and protection of our brothers and  
sisters against those who would hate them for how they show 
love to God, or the color of their skin. 

Photos by Joe Whinnery 

As a response to the General Conference Special 
Session vote, the people of Our Master’s Center put 
up the sign above to assure those in our community 
that the United Methodist Church loves and 
welcomes everyone  
 

On Saturday, March 16, a new tradition began at 
Christ UMC to raise money for Senior High workcamp.  
Hosted by the Senior High youth, a talent show was  
enjoyed by all who attended. Our congregation showed 
off an array of talent, audience games and dessert follow-
ing the show. A free will offering was taken to benefit 
the Senior High Workcamp in Hannibal, Missouri this 
summer. 



 
 
 
 
 

Palm Sunday: April 14, 2019 
Alpine Center: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.   

Our Master’s Center: 9:30 a.m. 
Palms and Passion 

We invite you to share in a celebration of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. We remember, as the story of the  
passion unfolds, that the crowd’s shouts of praise turn to demands for his crucifixion.  The procession of the palms will 
begin the worship service.  Also included will be a Reader’s Theater presentation of the Scripture.   
Nursery care will be available. 

 

Maundy Thursday: Thursday, April 18, 2019 
Alpine Center Sanctuary: 6:00 p.m.   

On Maundy Thursday, we will remember the night Jesus and his disciples gathered together for a meal in the upper 
room.  We will enjoy community worship and a time of personal prayer and introspection as you participate in  
worship stations in the Alpine Sanctuary.  Through this time of worship and prayer we hope you experience the  
transforming power of God’s love through Jesus Christ.   
Nursery care will be available. 

Good Friday: April 19, 2019  
Alpine Center Sanctuary: Noon Service 

Our Good Friday noon service is one of the sights, sounds and smells of Good Friday. It is a series of readings,  
responses, silent reflection and prayer designed to help us enter more deeply into the meaning of Good Friday, who 
God is and how God creates hope and new life.    
Nursery care will be available. 

Good Friday: April 19, 2019 
Tenebrae:  “The People’s Passion” 
Alpine Center Sanctuary: 7:00 p.m. 

This year we will be performing “The People’s Passion.” The Passion tells the story, through words and music, of the 
people that are mentioned in scripture but whose experiences are left to the imagination as to exactly what they felt, 
saw and perceived during the first Holy Week.   
Nursery care will be available. 

 

 
 

Alpine Center at 8:00,  9:30 and 11:00 a.m.   
At 8:00 and 9:30 at Alpine Center, we will celebrate the Risen Lord with festive music sung by the Sanctuary Choir 
and featuring the trumpets.  Communion will be celebrated.  
Nursery care will be available. 
 
Our 11:00 service at Alpine Center will continue the celebration in a  
contemporary setting.  Communion will be celebrated.  
Nursery care will be available. 

 

 Our Master’s Center at 9:30 a.m.  
At 9:30 at Our Master’s Center we will celebrate Easter morning with the  
music of the choir, scripture and message. Communion will be celebrated.   
Nursery care will be available. 


