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‘I Can Do All This Through Him’ 
CUMC ready to celebrate Ditch the Debt, Grow Our Ministries’  success 

by Mark McGowan 

    The                   Flame 

Nearly three years after Christ United Methodist 
Church rejoiced over the tremendous success of its 
Ditch the Debt campaign’s pledging phase, the  
celebrations continue. 
 
In January, church leaders praised God as the pledged 
amount of $1,137,100 was met, making phenomenal 
strides on reducing the debt and growing the ministries. 
 
Ditch the Debt already enabled the 
church to pay off mortgages on both 
parsonages and to make a large pay-
ment against the remaining loan on 
the Rosecrance property. It also  
allowed for the hiring of Joy Hayag 
as the full-time director of  
Children’s and Family Ministries. 
 
“The generosity of the congregation 
has been amazing from the very be-
ginning,” says Lynne Vass, co-chair 
of the capital campaign committee. 
“So many members cheerfully stepped up to serve on 
the campaign committee, and when we asked our con-
gregation to help us reduce our debt, they gave beyond 
our wildest dreams!” 
 
More than $25,000 in additional contributions has come 
in since January, helping committee members to even 
exceed their original goal. And, of course, more gifts 
always are welcome. 
 
Yet as some debt remains, the new message to the  
congregation is simple: Finish Strong! 
 

With $484,505 left on the mortgage payment – pledges 
toward this goal were less than total mortgaged amount 
– the church is nearing a critical point financially. 
 
Beginning June 1, the full monthly mortgage principal 
and interest payments will start coming out of the  
operating budget. Currently, only the interest is drawn 
from this source, creating an added expense difficult to 
absorb. 

 
Committee members are inviting the 
congregation “to pray that we Finish 
Strong and, if you are able, consider 
a gift (or an additional gift) of any 
size so that one day soon we can 
totally devote our annual giving to 
spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ 
rather than using a portion of it to 
service debt.” 
 
At the same time, the committee 
hopes that all outstanding pledges 

are received by the time of the concluding celebration, 
scheduled for Sunday, May 13. 
 
Every dollar will go directly toward the debt. 
 
“I dream of a day when our church is debt-free, and our 
giving can go to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ rather 
than service our debt,” Vass says. “Every gift matters 
and will make a difference.” 
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Resurrection Hope 
“Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is 

not here, he has risen” (Luke 24:5b) 
 

How do we find hope when it seems that hope has died? 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read that the women went to 
the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body with spices.  When they 
arrived, the tomb stone had been rolled away.  When they 
entered the tomb, they did not see Jesus; rather, they saw 
two men in dazzling clothes.  The men asked them, “Why 
do you look for the living among the dead?” 
 
The two men in dazzling clothes—traditionally, we have 
considered them to be angels—are pointing out that Je-
sus is alive.  If Jesus is alive, why go 
to the tomb?  He isn’t there. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus of Naza-
reth creates bedrock hope for Chris-
tians.  Jesus’ resurrection shows us 
that, even when something or some-
one has died and things seem hope-
less, God may be right then creating 
new life.  This is such wonderful 
news that we want to share it every-
where, especially in the places that seem hopeless. 
 
Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we are people 
who live in paradox—we go to places of death and trust 
that God will bring new life.  No matter how terrible a 
situation is, God can bring a blessing out of it that we 
could never have seen ahead of time.  This doesn’t mean 
that things go back to the way they used to be—and the 
disciples didn’t get Jesus back the way he used to be.  The 
resurrected Jesus isn’t the same as the previous, earthly 
Jesus.  He’s showing his scars, and he’s preparing to re-
turn to the Father.  He’s getting ready to pass the baton 
to his followers, and the disciples will become apostles—
the ones sent out. 
 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

We are sent out to be apostles, to tell stories of resurrec-
tion hope.  We share stories of people who have  
undergone terrible suffering but have also taken on new 
beauty—where God has brought life out of death: 
 
 Rev. Deanna Mede and Melinda Hagerman (a long-

time funeral director with Fitzgerald’s) have under-
gone their own experiences of grief; now they offer 
the monthly “Good Grief” group, which provides re-
sources, comfort, and fellowship for people who are 
grieving. 

 Frustrated with years of school shootings and too 
little action, the students from Parkland, FL are 
spearheading a wave of student activism.  At the 
Rockford “March for Our Lives” event on March 24, 

one of the students shared that his 
six-year-old sister told him that she’d 
probably die if there was a school 
shooting.  She said, “I’m not very 
fast.”  God is lifting up the voices of 
our youth and young adults to act so 
that children don’t need to be afraid 
to die at school. 
 For years, Daniel Persinger 
dreamed of being a firefighter.  

When a diagnosis of Muscular Dystrophy toppled/
destroyed that dream, God raised up in Daniel a de-
sire to be a chaplain to firefighters and police officers.  
Daniel is finishing up his CPE (Clinical Pastoral Edu-
cation) training at Mercy Health Rockford, with Rev. 
Barry Britten.  Read Daniel’s blog at 
www.firebuffmda.wordpress.com. 

 
We trust in the God of life.  Let us draw together in our 
experiences of suffering and death, keeping our eyes open 
for the new life God is bringing. 
 
With Easter joy, 

 Jane  

 

Journey with Jane 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor 
shimel@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church! 
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
Editor—Linda Kuntz 
Features Writers—Don Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm 
Contributing Photographer— 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts— 
Jody Warren 

Christ UMC Facebook Pages 
Christ United Methodist Church page 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford 
Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry 
Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/  

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

 As a United Methodist, you may have 
heard about some of the things happening 
in our church today around the issues of 
human sexuality, and the work being done 

by a group called the Commission on a Way Forward. 
Their important work will help shape the future of The 
United Methodist Church. 
 

These 5 things offer an overview  
of the Commission on a Way Forward 

 
1.  Formation 
At General Conference 2016 in Portland, there were an 
overwhelming number of proposals dealing with issues 
surrounding same-sex marriage, the ordination of 
LGBTQ clergy, and related topics. During a discussion 
about how to proceed, Rev. Adam Hamilton addressed the 
bishops. “We are asking for your leadership.” Another 
added, “We are in a stuck place . . . I’m pleading with you. 
Please help us.”  
 

The bishops, who traditionally do not have a voice at 
General Conference, returned later in the conference 
with a plan. The would create a group to research and 
advise them of ways to help us get unstuck, to move 
us forward. The group they later brought together is 
the Commission on a Way Forward.  
 
2. Task 
The bishops carefully formed the commission, invit-
ing 32 people who identified on all sides of the issues 
to be part of this special group. Eight bishops, 13 oth-
er clergy members, and 11 lay members constitute the 
commission. 
 
The work of the Commission on a Way Forward is 
“to inform deliberation across the whole church and 
to help the Council of Bishops in their service to the 
next General Conference in finding a way forward.” 

Commission on a Way Forward: 5 things you need to know 
 

By UMC.org feature writer Joe Lovino (edited for The Flame) 

(Commission on a Way Forward  continued on Page 7) 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/
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UMW Circle Schedule 
The United Methodist Women invite all women 
of  the church to their circle meetings. Visitors 
are welcome and encouraged!  To learn more 
about each circle, contact Carla White-Carpenter 
at 815-885-3425  Some circles do not meet in the  
summer. 

 
 

Priscilla Circle 
Priscilla Circle will meet April 23, at 6:30 pm in the 
home of Ruth Kearney, 4017 Eagle Dr., 61103.  Cliff 
Gillette will join us to speak on his work with a refu-
gee family from Africa.  Our devotions will be Prayer 
& Self Denial.  Visitors are welcome. Questions? Call 
Deb Laskey, 815-979-8555. 
 
 

Caravan Circle 
The April meeting of Caravan Circle sill be held on 
Wednesday, April 18, at 9:30 am at Our Master’s 
Center.  Staff from the Salvation Army will provide 
the program.  We’ll learn about this important minis-
try in Rockford.  Our hostess will be Judi Thorn, who 
will provide refreshments.  Geneve Harris will do 
Prayer and Self-Denial.  All women of the church are 
invited to attend.  See you there for food, fellowship, 
and information about the Salvation Army. 
 

Harmony Circle 
The April 10 meeting will be at the home of Phyllis 
Melenas at 9:30 am.  We will be studying Chapter 9 
and also pages 145 through 159 in the book aMen. All 
are invited to join the group in the study.  For ques-
tions, call Jo Hellmich at 815-639-3074.  
 

Rebekah Circle 
Hear about Centennial UMC Kids Club 

 

   Visitors and guests are invited to come to Rebekah 
Circle's meeting on Wed., April 11, 9:30 a.m., at the 
Alpine Center Sacred Grounds Coffee House to hear 
Britta Peterson tell us about Centennial Kids Club and 
the ESL class for children that she led for a number of 
months.  Centennial Multi Cultural UMC is on Broad-
way and serves its neighborhood through Kids Club. 
Britta has been co-director for several years.  There 
will also be refreshments, devotions, and conversa-
tion.  Questions?  Call Gennie Schultz, 815 877-3405. 
 
     

UMW Greeting Card Sales at 
 Alpine Center 

Cards will be for sale on April 8 and April 22 in Fellow-
ship Hall.  Please remember we need the entire card, in-
cluding the verse.  We do not recycle Christmas cards.  
Thank you for remembering us with the donations of 
cards.  Our sales support missions through the UMW. 

Out to Lunch Bunch 
Thursday, April 26, noon 

Wesley Willows Town Center 
Please RSVP to Lynda Moser at 815-639-9358 by April 
23.  Call Lynda if you have any questions. 

Spring Salad Luncheon 
Wednesday, May 9 

Noon, Alpine Fellowship Hall 
Ladies—Please save the date for our annual Spring Salad 
Luncheon.  A committee member will pass a sign-up sheet 
around your circle during March and April for you to pick 
what you like to bring or how you would like to help.  We 
will dine in the Fellowship Hall instead of the Dining 
Room this year so we will be able to go directly in the 
Sanctuary to hear our speakers: Risë’ Barker and  
Jody Warren.  We are looking forward to their program.  
A love offering will be taken to go to the church’s music 
ministry.  Any questions? Call either Britta Peterson at 
815-222-5866 or Geneve Harris at 574-612-9495. 
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Bishop’s Appeal for Annual Conference 
Global Migration 

Real people, not just numbers 
 

Who are the migrants? 
 
Worldwide, more people are displaced than at any time 
since World War II 
 
65+ million people are displaced by war, persecution, 
famine or natural disaster 
 
10 million of these migrants are stateless without ac-
cess to education, healthcare, employment, or freedom 
of movement 
 
22.5 million of the 65+ million are refugees.  By Unit-
ed Nations definition, they are fleeing their homes be-
cause of “a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons 
of race, religion, nationality, political opinion or mem-
bership in a particular social group.” 

Quilters’ Annual Ta-Da Party 
Save the Date 

Thursday, June 28 at 9:00 am 
Alpine Fellowship Hall 

Everyone is welcome for our annual Ta-Da party. Bring 
friends and family as we celebrate our work to date.  
Refreshments will be served and quilts will be available 
for sale.  We will also have a bed-turning.  Bring a spe-
cial quilt that you have and show and tell us its story.  If 
you have any questions, call Renèe Johnson at 815-397-
9270. 

Harmony for Hunger Concert 
6:30-9:00 pm on April 27, 2018 

Hononegah High School Performing  
Arts Center 

The United Methodist Men is raising money for all six 
of the local food pantries with this concert. The concert 
will feature The Alleluia Quartet and the Triumphant 
Quartet.  Cost is $10—reserved seating.  Our group has 
good seating on the main floor.  Contact Ted Plum for 
tickets at 815-979-6694. 

Good Grief  Support Group 
 Thursday, April 26, 5:00-7:00 pm,  

Alpine Coffee House 
Good Grief is a grief support group for anyone who has 
lost a loved one.  No sign-ups necessary; just come as 
you can.   Other meeting dates will be: May 24 and 
June 28. Please contact Pastor Dee if you have any 
questions. 

Project Undershare Collection in April 
 During the month of April, the Outreach Committee will be collecting new children’s underwear, t-shirts and 
socks.  Project Undershare is a non-profit program in Illinois that supplies agencies with underwear.  These agencies 
consist of school districts, Crusader Community Health, Rock House Kids, and Shelter Care Ministries.   
 Those in the education field know this is an unseen need.  Approximately 800 persons are homeless on any 
given day.  When parents are faced with providing clothing and food and shelter, underwear is not a priority. The 
goal is to supply children with basic undergarments. There is a cabinet in the Alpine Fellowship Hall to place your 
donations.  You may also contribute monetarily by writing a check to the church and writing Project Undershare on 
the memo line.  Thank you in advance for contributing to this worthy cause.   

Did you know Christ UMC sends out a 
weekly Enews and special notifications 

of  funeral services? 
If we have your correct email address, you should be 
receiving the Enews, which is sent each week, and fu-
neral notifications, which are sent as needed. You might 
want to check to see if your computer settings cause our 
email to go to your junk mail or clutter folder. 
 
 If you aren’t receiving these important updates from 
CUMC, please send an email to 
 lindakuntz@christumc.cc. Or you can fill out a yellow 
card at the Connection Center to update your contact 
information. 
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, April 20, at noon, 

Alpine Center Dining Room 
 Come and join this group for seniors for a won-
derful homemade lunch and fellowship with your friends.  
After lunch, we’ll have a program by AgeQuake Theatres. 
Actors and actresses will present three short one act 
plays that relate to our lives.   
 Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to 
make your reservation by Monday, April 16. 
   

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In April: 

WOWS in April will met at the Red Lobster, 5827 E. 
State Street, on Wednesday, April 18 at noon.  For reser-
vations, please contact Nancy Vogel at 815-633-6894, no 
later than Sunday, April 15. 
 

In May: 
We will be going to a play at Rockford University at 2:00 
pm on May 20.  We’ll meet at Olive Garden for lunch at 
noon.  Tickets are $28 unless we have 10 or more people, 
then tickets are $23.  Any questions, please call Phyllis 
Melenas at 815-633-2288. 

Fellowship News 

Scrapbooking Group 
Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled Saturday,  
April 21,  from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Alpine Trinity 
building.  Please note location change!  Stay for all day or 
just a half day - whatever fits your schedule.  Not every-
one in our group scrapbooks.  Some are stamping or 
working on other projects, so join us for a fun day of 
crafting!  If children will be joining us, it's requested 
they be at least middle school age.    
 
As always, please bring money for a sandwich plus a 
snack to share and your own beverage.  Hope to see you 
on the 21st of April.  Any questions, call Mary Hicks at 
815-742-1136 

Church bridge in April 
Friday, April 20 

 
    The next bridge game is on Friday, April 20, at the 
home of Ed and Mary Anne Rounds, 4223 Westfield Dr., 
Rockford, 61101. Bring your partner at 6:30 p.m. for des-
sert and an evening of friendly bridge. Call Mary Anne 
and Ed, 815 877-2968, by Monday, April 16, to  
reserve your spot at the table. 

Movie Night on April 27 
Gran Torino 

 

    Clint Eastwood stars in and directs Gran Torino (2008). If you're thinking that Eastwood at age 78 is probably play-
ing a mean old man, you're right--and you're wrong. His character, retired auto worker Walt Kowalski, lives in a di-
versifying neighborhood in Detroit, and that's where the drama starts. This two-hour movie is rated R for language 
throughout and some violence. Join us for the free movie and munchies at 6:15 p.m. on Fri., April 27, in the Alpine 
Center coffee house. Watching starts at 6:30. There's an intermission and afterwards a discussion.  We're finished by 
9:30.  Questions?  Call George and Mary English, 815 397-4883. 
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Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in April 

 
Our coins for Rainbow Covenant Giving in April will go to JFON  (Justice for Our  
Neighbors). JFON supports a hospitality ministry that welcomes immigrants by providing 
free or low-cost, expert immigration legal services to low-income immigrants, refugees 
and asylum-seekers. They also engage in advocacy for immigrant justice.  
  

·         They are compassionate and trustworthy. They create a welcoming atmosphere 
for JFON clients.  

·         They value high-quality immigration legal services provided by staff attorneys.  
·         They are volunteer-based and provide opportunities for meaningful interaction between volunteers and 

their immigrant neighbors.  
·         They are rooted in the faith traditions of the United Methodist Church. They welcome all clients and 

volunteers, regardless of religion, race, ethnicity,  ideology, gender, or sexual orientation.  
·         They care about improving our nation’s immigration policies and our communities’ relationships with 

immigrants.  
·         They value our network model to serve more immigrants in need through learning from each other, lev-

eraging our strengths and becoming more productive through shared information and resources. 

Commission on a Way Forward; Coins for April 

The commission reports to the bishops, who will then present a report at a special General Conference, 
February 23-26, 2019, in St. Louis, Missouri. 
 
3. Issues 
As the Commission on a Way Forward was beginning their work, the United Methodist General Board 
of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) invited scholars to a gathering called “Unity of the 
Church and Human Sexuality: Toward a Faithful United Methodist Witness.” Twenty-eight academics 

from three countries gathered for three days in March 2017 at Candler School of Theology to present papers and dis-
cuss the issues. Eight members of the commission attended the event.  Following the gathering, the GBHEM pro-
duced Unity of the Church and Human Sexuality, a study guide based on the scholars’ conversations.  It is available 
through Cokesbury and UMC.org. 
 
4. Recommendations 
On February 28, 2018 the Council of Bishops reported that they have received two “sketches” from the Commission 
on a Way Forward. The bishops received these recommendations, offered feedback, and asked the commission to con-
tinue working toward a final report to be presented to the bishops at their April/May meeting. 
 
5. Who decides? 
After receiving the commission’s final report, the Council of Bishops will present a report to a special session of the 
General Conference held in St. Louis in February 2019. This worldwide gathering of United Methodists will only act 
on the bishops’ report from the commission.  Most of the delegates will be the same delegates who attended the 2016 
General Conference, though the Book of Discipline allows annual Conferences to elect new delegates if they so 
choose.  As with every General Conference the number of clergy and lay delegates will be equal, and Bishops preside, 
but do not have a vote.  The next regular General Conference is May 5-15, 2020 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Note:  More information on this subject will be available at the Connection Center  
and in upcoming issues of  The Flame. 

(Commission on a Way Forward  continued from Page 3) 
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loves gardening. 
 Karen said, “I did not know when I was young and 
constantly sent to this big garden of work, that it 
would be one of my loves.” 
   In high school and college, she sang, played 
clarinet in band, and had leads in some musicals, yet 
no formal training. 
   In 1973, Karen went three years to the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln, transferring to Kansas 
State in Manhattan Kan., to finish. 
  Becoming a registered dietician 
requires a bachelor’s in nutrition, 
and a fifth-year internship. She 
says that going to two great pro-
grams was really helpful to manag-
ing food services, traveling to 
schools, and the variety of other 
work she has done. 
   Her degree in 1977 was Food Nutrition and 
Institutional Management. 
   Karen feels being part of the state association 
led to “working with positive professionals who care 
about people, and becoming creative in facilitating 
wellness groups, and personalizing nutrition messages 
that people can truly apply.” 
   In her private practice, she saw clients for 
many doctors for 10 years, and loved traveling to 40 
or more schools each year to speak to all ages, and 
groups on sports nutrition, wellness, and eating disor-
ders.  
   She was Young Dietitian of the Year in 1984 
and Outstanding Dietitian of the Year in 1996, in Ne-
braska, and president of the Nebraska Dietetic Associ-
ation, 1993-1995.  
   Karen and Dave have children from earlier 
marriages.  Her youngest daughter, April (Doug), who 
is a Kansas University graduate and University of 
Washington graduate, is a lawyer in Seattle. 
   Her oldest daughter, Brooke (Brian), is a med-
ical technician and a mother in Lincoln, Neb., with 

three children, ages 2, 4, and 6. 
   Dave’s two sons live in California.   
   Karen and Dave met each other in their late 40s, 
through a mutual friend.  “Having a lot of mutual friends 
created trust,” she said, “but we talked by phone and e-
mail before dating.” 
  Dave is from Nebraska as well, He is a graduate 
of the Merchant Marine Academy, on Long Island, N.Y. 
He worked on ships, traveling all over the world for 
about 20 years.  

   Dave played “a lot of guitar” 
on ships, she said, when he had lots of 
time.  “Dave is much more the musi-
cian than I!” Karen said. 
   Karen and Dave are still out-
door people – hiking and traveling 
whenever time allows. 

   Her hobbies include ancestry work, reading, jog-
ging, working out at the YMCA, traveling, and enjoying 
being a grandmother whenever possible.  
   Besides singing, she is starting to find other ways 
to serve in our church. 
   Husker football – well, Husker everything, Gon-
zaga and KU basketball, are just a few of her favorite 
sport teams. 
   Karen says, “Dave and I have been blessed with 
wonderful people and churches in all the places we lived.” 
Being in Illinois allows them to get back to see their fami-
ly and some Husker sports.  
   Rockford gives Karen a chance to do more ances-
try work on a personal level, since three sides of her fami-
ly had their origin in Illinois. 
   She said, “We are grateful to be a part of the 
praise team, and please know the people of the church 
have been welcoming, and warm from our first visit. God 
is good!” 
 



Heather was welcomed to Christ UMC Alpine by her 
dad Harold, mom Holly, Grandma Alice,  Uncle Den-
nis, Uncle Tim Sweeney, and her Grandma Christine 
Carlberg - all members of the church when Heather 
was born October 1, 1991. Heather grew up at Christ 
UMC and was active in Sunday school, Kids Klub and 
confirmation. She attended three workcamps and one 
Mission Camp. When Heather was a freshman in high 
school she began volunteering in the Sunday School 
program and continued through her Senior year. 
Heather explained she was inspired to begin volun-
teering because her parents were involved with the 
senior high school ministry and also because she loved 
working with kids. 
 
After Heather graduated from high school in 2010, 
she went to Highland Community College. She lived 
in Freeport for four years while in college and attend-
ed Trinity United Methodist Church. The church 
needed someone to teach Sunday school. Heather ex-
plained it was an older congregation where the grand-
parents brought their grandchildren to church on 
Sundays. Heather agreed to volunteer teaching and 
soon began running their children’s ministry program 
as a volunteer with a couple of helpers for 4 years dur-
ing college.  Her face lights up as she talks about that 
time and she exclaimed, “I had fun!” The church never 
had a Sunday school program before. Heather discov-
ered the elementary school children didn’t know the 
song, “Jesus Loves Me.” She taught it to them with  
sign language and they sang it for the congregation.  
Heather shared that when she graduated in 2014 and  
left that congregation, she cried. She said, “I knew I 
made a big difference in that church. I still go back 
and check on ‘my kids.’” 
 
Heather left Freeport to attend George Williams Col-
lege in Williams Bay, WI and complete her degree in 
Outdoor Recreation Leadership. She did not attend 
church during her three years there, but experienced 

and shared her faith while 
employed at Wesley Woods 
during the summer. She 
worked mainly as a lifeguard, 
but also taught archery and 
assisted in other camp activi-
ties. During her final year, she completed her internship 
and learned and assisted with office operations. She partic-
ularly enjoyed the Family Camp and Creative and Perform-
ing Arts ministry Wesley Woods hosts. She enjoyed sing-
ing songs by the campfire, teambuilding, and  
teaching/leading variouss activities. 
 
One of the camp T- shirts worn by Wesley Woods staff has 
the quote, “Preach the Gospel at all times… If necessary 
use words.” Heather said to her that means, “Live in a 
Christian way and you have lived it out.” Heather does use 
words to help children. She has twice co-presented at the 
Illinois Coalition for Educating At–Risk Youth and once at 
the Illinois Association of Regional Superintendents of 
Schools Conferences on the topic of ADD Lookalikes, 
where Heather shares her personal story of growing up 
and going to school with two ADD Lookalikes. She talks 
about the good and bad things that occurred and tells pro-
fessional educators how they can identify and help students 
with these conditions. 
 
After graduating from George Williams College in 2017, 
Heather looked for a job in Outdoor Recreation. She is still 
searching for the perfect job. Currently, she has kept con-
nected to her passion of working with children by taking a 
job at Easter Seals. She also reconnected with Sunday 
School children by volunteering at the 11:00 a.m. class at 
Christ UMC Alpine.  Heather saw her parents’ example, 
was given a gift by her Creator, and continues to follow the 
call of the Gospel. …“Let the little children come to me, 
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these.” Mark 10:14 (NIV) 
 

By Beth A. Palm 
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Getting to Know Hymn;  Ditch the Debt Finish Strong 

“Beneath the Cross of  Jesus” 
Elizabeth Cecelia Clephane (1830-1869) 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs 

 of Faith,  
Tyndale House Publishers, 1995 

     Elizabeth Cecelia Clephane spent her 
whole life in Scotland.  Daughter of a country 
sheriff, she grew up in the village of Melrose.  
She suffered from poor health most of her life, 
but that didn’t keep her from serving others.  
She regularly helped the poor and those with 
disabilities, even selling a horse and carriage 
to give more money. Her cheery attitude and 
selfless spirit earned her the nickname, “The 
Sunbeam of Melrose.” She wrote eight hymns, 
including “The Ninety and Nine.” 
     The “two wonders” that the author con-
fesses in this hymn are Christ’s love and her 
own unworthiness.  These are common 
themes for Christian writers. Even the apostle 
Paul suggested that someone might give his 
life for a good person, but marveled that God 
showed His love to us, “while we were still 
sinners.  (Romans 5:8) 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand - 
The shadow of a mighty Rock 
Within a weary land; 
A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 
From the burning of the noontide 
heat, 
And the burden of the day. 
 
Upon that cross of Jesus 
Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 
And from my smitten heart with 
tears 
Two wonders I confess - 
The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 

I take, O cross, thy shadow 
For my abiding place; 
I ask no other sunshine than 
The Sunshine of His face; 
Content to let the world go by, 
To know no gain nor loss, 
My sinful self my only shame, 
My glory all the cross. 

The “Ditch-the-Debt” Connection Team is thrilled to 
announce we have not only reached, but exceeded, our 
goal of $1,137,100 to reduce our debt and grow our 
ministries!! The amazing generosity of our 
congregation, the hard work of our campaign team, and 
the power of prayer combined to produce these awesome 
results.   Thanks be to God!    
 
 All of the funds raised have been used to pay down the 
debt.  We celebrate this accomplishment, but we also 
need to remember there is $494,579 in debt still remain-
ing.  The service of this debt will soon return to the 
church operating budget.   

 
Here is a snapshot of our overall progress: 
 
Total debt at start of campaign:                                 
     $1,656,999 
Funds raised as of 3/1/18:                            
         - 1,162,420 
Total remaining debt 3/1/18:  $   494,579
               
Our campaign ends with a celebration on May 13. We 
still have pledged dollars outstanding.  Every dollar 
we receive will go directly to pay off the remaining 
debt.  
 
We invite you to pray that we Finish Strong and, if 
you are able, consider a gift (or an additional gift) of 
any size so that one day soon we can totally devote 
our annual giving to spreading the gospel of Jesus 
Christ rather than using a portion of it to service debt!  
 
Thank you also for all you do for Christ United  
Methodist Church.  May God bless you and  
your families each and every day! 
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

 
8:00  a.m. Nursery Child Care is available  

in the Nursery Room for 

Infants and Toddlers 

         No Sunday School at this worship hour 
 

9:30 a.m. at Alpine Center 

 Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

 Preschool Class (ages 4 to kindergarten) -  

       Room #7 

 1st Grade—3rd Grade—Room #1 

 4th Grade—5th Grade—Room #3 

 

Every first Sunday of the month children will start 

their class downstairs and will come up for  

communion and return to their classroom. 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC 

 Infants: Nursery 

 Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery Room 

 1st-5th Grade:  Sunday School Room  

 
11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

 Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

 Pre-School Ages 4 to Kindergarten: Room 7  

 Grade1-5 Class: Room 1            

 

Note:  Communion is every Sunday for the  

children  

Save the Dates 

April 
 
April 1—Easter Sunday    

 There will be Sunday School after the 

children’s message (the Joyful Noise Choir 

sings) at 9:30 and 11:00 at Alpine Center.  We 

will start upstairs in the Sanctuary. 

 

 Sunday School is at 9:30 at Our Master’s  

Center. 

 
April 22 

 Junior Worship—no children’s message 
 

April 25 

 Last Wednesday evening programming 

until the fall. 

https://www.facebook.com/

Christumcchildrensministry 

Visit our webpage at: 

http://www.christumc.cc/ministries/

children 

See you at  
Sunday School 

on Easter– 
April 1 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts


April 1 
Debbie Anderson 
Greg Knapp 
Stefani Mays 
Phyllis Smerke 
Todd Yaun 
 
April 2 
Heidi Lester 
Andrew Raffety 
Lilah Mayberry 
Roger McKelvey 
Sharon Mouri 
Sue Van Grove 
 
April 3 
Gary Chessare 
Geneve Harris 
Troy Makulec 
Christine Riemer 
Lindsay Roegner 
Chad Williams 
Brady Nethery 
 
April 4 
Doug Johnson 
Janet Johnson 
Andrew Lantz 
Megan Salser 
Christina Shula 
 
April 5 
Edna Berggren 
Barry Mikels 
Joel Shumaker 
 
April 6 
Claire Kelley 
Jack Mumma 
Beth Mutton 
 
April 7 
Anne Pierce 
Julia Zimmerman 
Emelie Buteyn 
Jake Pariseau 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 8 
Rich Cooper 
Ryan Cullen 
Amy Nelson 
Javier Saez-Gimeno 
Madalyn Tipton 
 
April 9 
Kelly Beaman 
Diane LaMantia 
Austin Leaich 
Avery Martin 
Dorothy Peters 
Sarah Price 
Dennis Thorn 
Lindsay Milleman 
 
April 10 
Marty Bogie 
 
April 11 
Bryn Lipton 
Jacob Miller 
Nathan Schoff 
 
April 12 
Jim Chancellor 
Coda Coffer 
Leland Cottrell 
Gayle George 
Jack Hansen 
Giavanna Tartaglia 
 
April 13 
Carol Beaman 
John Hexom 
Gregg Herrmann 
Ron Raiber 
Amanda Miloro 
Jonathan Volz 
Cameron Guzman 
 
April 14 
Wendy Blackburn 
Steve Davis 
Kaylie Miller 
Kelsie Miller 
 
April 15 
Jim McGowan 
Nicole Mann 
Bob Reitsch 
 
April 16 
Beatty Muserallo 
Ben Stern 
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April 17 
Derek Hunter 
Jonathan Hodges 
Virginia Gully 
 
April 18 
Alexandra Jacobs 
Wade Potter 
Patricia Bowden 
 
April 20 
Kari Davis 
Joshua Harper 
Teagan Marino 
Kyra Murray 
Gabriella Williams 
 
April 21 
George Garner 
LeRoy Grande 
Scott Martin 
 
April 22 
Cadie Arthur 
Tracey Greenland 
William Grove 
Nancy Otwell 
Doug Pomatto 
Austin Reisetter 
Cory Schrank 
Rachel Schrank 
Isaac Bailey Williams 
Zachary Jardeen 
Hayley Jardeen 
 
April 23 
Nate Calow 
George Edwards 
J Halpin 
Anne Wilson 
Stella Cacciatore 
 
April 24 
Brian Hawes 
Adam Moore 
Hilary Peterson 
Jenae Rezin 
 
April 25 
Mary Gummow 
Carson Masters 
 
April 26 
Cameron Geddes 
Sherrill Muller 
Phil Rives 
 
 
 
 

April 27 
Olive Bresette 
Andrew Chancellor 
Lexi Fagan 
Alex Geddes 
Lola Cuyler 
Christopher Roegner 
Mark Schaible 
Murna Schelling  
Alexandra Bowden 
 
April 28 
Donna Copeland 
Doris Dion 
Tony Dzik 
Irene Janecek 
Lucas Molina 
 
April 29 
Corey Beard 
Jackson Nickel 
Bobby Reitsch 
Kaila Roberson 
Wes Sattelberg 
Jeanine Wang 
Byron Wechter 
 
April 30 
Rachel Erickson 
Betsy Leverenz 
Susan McLaughlin 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays 
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The Church is People 

 

Sympathy to: 
Arlene Adden and family on the death of Arlene’s 
husband, John, on March 15 
 
The family and friends of Pat Kendell, who died on 
March 21. 
 
The family and friends of Wendy Burkhard (not a 
church member) who died on March 4. Pastor 
Scott officiated at her memorial service at Our 
Master’s Center. 
 
Orville Schurr and Susan Turvold and family on 
the death of Orville’s sister, Erma Ray 
 

Birth: 
A son, Mason Allen, to Aaron Huber and Mary 
Martin-Huber, on March 5 in Paradise, California. 
 

April 3 
Donald and Ruth Ann Bloom 
 
April 4 
Mark and Nancy Halverson 
 
April 5 
John Hexom and Katherine 
Greene-Hexom 
Phoebe and Gedeon Trias 
 
April 6 
Jim and Carol McGowan 
 
April 9 
Stanley and Chandra Malone 
Mark and Sandra Wright 
 
April 11 
Charles and Mary Jo Frey 
Tom and Pam Laughlin 
 
April 13 
Dave and Patti Replogle 
 
April 16 
Scott and Alicia Arthur 

April 17 
Kelley and Rich Roach 
Joe and Deb Whinnery 
 
April 20 
Dean and Becky Schoff 
Amy and David Steffen 
 
April 21 
Bill and Nancy Trevey 
 
April 24 
Kate and Ken Harper 
 
April 25 
Brian and Jodi Miller 
David and Donna Schafman 
 
April 26 
Al and Patti Lashock 
 
April 27 
John and Patti Armstrong 
Lori and Austin Reisetter 
Dennis and Judi Thorn 
 
April 28 
Jack and Wanda Schroeder 

On Saturday, March 10, the United Methodist Men held their annual Rockford District Communion Breakfast and 
Potato Drop.  They enjoyed breakfast together and a program of worship and communion.  40,000 pounds of donated 

potatoes were delivered to the Alpine parking lot for distribution to area food pantries. (Photos by Joe Whinnery) 
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 From the Palm Family 
Many thanks to everyone who supported us during 
Harold’s illness and hospitalization.  All the TLC 
(meals, cards, visits, and especially prayers) were so 
meaningful.  God has blessed us with a very loving 
church family. 

 Thank you for layettes 
Because of your wonderful newborn donations dur-
ing the month of February, the UMW was able to 
assemble 53 gift layette packages for Crusader Clin-
ic.  A special thank you for the beautiful hand-sewn 
blankets, bibs and the knitted/crocheted blankets 
and sweaters. 

 From the Funeral Lunch Committee 
It was a sad but joyous day on Saturday, March 3, as we 
gathered to remember Rev. Jim Moore. A sad day because we 
miss him but a happy day to celebrate a life lived for the 
Lord.  He touched many lives!  Thanks to all who helped to 
make it a memorable day for his family and friends by help-
ing with the luncheon.  It takes many willing volunteers to 
make it all possible and we are so grateful to you all! 

 From Karen Weedman 
Your cards, prayers and Pastor Scott’s visit were so 
appreciated after my recent surgery.  Thank you so 
much to everyone. 

 From Judi Thorn 
Thank you to all who donated, served, and greeted 
for a funeral dessert held at Our Master’s Center on 
March 10 for the family of Wendy Burkhard. 

From the family of James E. Johnson 
We would like to express our sincere thanks and appreciation 
to the congregation and staff for the outpouring of love and 
support following the death of husband, son, brother and  
uncle, Jim Johnson. Your presence, cards, thoughts and pray-
ers were so appreciated. The loving care of Pastor Scott and 
the staff, Gayle George and the Funeral Guild, as well as the 
United Methodist Women was so greatly appreciated. 
......The Johnson and Keller families 

From the Funeral Lunch Committee 
On February 3, a service was held for Kay Cull’s daughter, 
Carol Arreguin (wife of Eladio and mother of Jaime), with a 
luncheon to follow.  Carol was involved in many organiza-
tions and was remembered by all these friends.  There were 
several in attendance who went to high school with her.  
Thanks to all who remembered her by bringing salads and 
dessert bars.  There is no way we could continue this minis-
try without your faithful support. 

Did you know there are greeting cards from our church available  
for you to sign each week? 

Almost every week, our church sends cards to congregation members who have been in the hospital, sympathy 
cards for members on the death of loved ones, and encouragement cards for those who are going through a 
rough time.  Be sure to stop at the Connection Center each Sunday and add your signature to the cards that are 
available. 
 
It has been very comforting to those who have received cards with so many signatures of our members and 
friends. If you have any questions about the cards, contact Linda Kuntz in the church office at 815-399-5910. 
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Below are two additional ways you can give to Christ United Methodist Church: 
 

Charitable IRA Rollover 
 
If you are 70½ or older, rather than take your withdrawal, you can direct your IRA administrator to distribute a 
gift from your IRA directly to Christ UMC. Any amount (up to $10,000) you transfer counts against your required 
minimum distribution (RMD). You will pay no income taxes on the amount transferred. Note: Because you are not 
claiming the transferred amount as income, and therefore not paying income tax on this amount, you will not 
receive an income tax deduction for your gift. If you have any questions, please consult with your accountant. 
 
Donation of Appreciated Stock or Other Securities 
 
You can donate stock through the United Methodist Foundation, which will then pass-through the proceeds to 
Christ United Methodist Church. Follow these easy steps: 
 
1. Call your broker and tell them you want to donate stock (or other securities). 
2. Give your broker the following information and tell your broker to memo the word “GIFT.” 
 

TD Ameritrade, Inc., Attn. DTC Transfers 
200 South 108th Avenue, Omaha, NE 68154-2631 

For Further Credit to:  United Methodist Foundation of the Northern Illinois Conference, Inc. 
Tax ID #36-2317623  DTC #0188 Account #488-885-638 

 
3. Your broker will have you complete their own forms, or use the Foundation’s form. To download the Founda-

tion’s form go to umfnic.org/donate. 
4. Complete and send the form “Stock Gift Instructions” found on the Foundation website (umfnic.org/donate) to 

the Foundation office. If you prefer to mail the forms, send to: 
 

United Methodist Foundation 
Northern Illinois Conference, Inc. 

Attn: Chris Walters 
77 W. Washington St. 

Suite 1820 
Chicago, IL 60602 

 
Once the Foundation receives the stock, they will liquidate the shares, pass-through the proceeds to Christ United 

Methodist Church, and mail the tax receipt to you for your tax records.  
 
Again, if you have any questions about the above giving options, please consult your personal advisor or your account-

ant regarding your specific situation. 
 
Your broker may have you complete their forms, or you may be able to use the Foundation’s form (go to umfnic.org/

donate. 
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 Getting to Know You:  Karen McWilliams 
By Don Black 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

tian 40 years, with 30 of 
those years in Nebraska. 
  Working in private 
practice, facilitating well-
ness and weight loss 
groups, cardiac rehab, eat-
ing disorders, and diabetes 
education are a few of her 
favorite areas as a wellness 
professional. 
   “I’m really an outdoor person who had to learn 
to stay inside,” she said. 
   Karen was raised near Liberty, Neb., on a small 
farm that started with her great-grandfather from Illi-
nois buying his second property in Nebraska for his 
sons. 
  She grew up with her parents and two brothers 
in a friendly farm community at Mission Creek Presby-
terian Church. 
   Like many farm kids, she was in 4-H and 
showed cattle for 10 years.  And like her mom, Karen 

   Karen and Dave McWilliams are new to the 
Praise Band of our church, joining about a year ago. She 
sings and he plays guitar.  If you attend the 9:30 a.m. 
service instead of the 11:00 service – when the Praise 
Band regularly plays – you might have seen them in the 
Christmas Cantata, which was presented at both  
services. 
   However, they aren’t new to praise bands. 
Thanks to moves for Dave’s work, they had opportuni-
ties to be part of the praise team and choir for five years 
at First United Methodist in Wahoo, Neb., and played 
and both sang five years at Desert Foothills United 
Methodist Church in south Phoenix, and the last two 
and a half years at Covenant United Methodist Church 
in Spokane, Wash. 
   Many of the contemporary song choices at 
CUMC are ones they enjoyed singing in the other 
churches. 
   Dave transferred to Rockford and is in his tenth 
year with UTC Aerospace, in the Environmental Health 
and Safety department.  
   Karen might be considered a “health nut,” but 
calls herself a wellness professional. She’s been a dieti- (Continued on page 8) 



Saturday, March 24, 2018 
At Our Master’s Center 



Saturday, March 17, 2018 
At Alpine Center 

Sunday March 25, 2018 


