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Lent Journey With Our Lord
in the Gospel of Mark
Introduction
Since the fourth century, the Church has observed Lent as a time of spring-cleaning for the
soul, and realigning our lives and aspiration with that of our Lord, King and Savior Jesus
Christ. This all take place as we identify with Jesus’ life, Mission and vocation outlined for us
throughout the Gospel of Mark
This year at IBC, we’re going to observe Lent as a whole church family, young and old and
across all of our ministries. One way we are doing this is through following IBC’s 44 Day Lent
2018 Booklet; A Lent Journey With Our Lord In The Gospel of Mark.
The heart of our Lent and Easter journey is to realign our lives with the life and mission of
Jesus our Lord and King.
So, starting from Ash Wed, February 14 to Easter Monday, April 2, in your, A Lent Journey
With Our Lord In The Gospel of Mark, booklet guide, you will open to a scripture reading for
the day, then a reflection on that scripture, and then a time to pause and pray.
There are many ways you can do this. You can do it as an individual, or with your spouse, or
with friends, or with your families, or with your Small Community Groups.
Remember the horizon for Lent and Easter? My prayer for us all is to realign our hearts, our
minds, our souls, and our lives with the life and mission of Jesus our Lord, Savior and King, for
the sake of His kingdom, now and forever more, Amen.
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Day 1 of Lent - Ash Wednesday
A Reflection On Your Soul
Mark 1:1-20
The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, as it is written in
Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way”—“a
voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for
him.’”
And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to
him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing
made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.
And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptize you with water, but he will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Baptism and Testing of Jesus
At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open
and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are
my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” At once the Spirit sent him out into
the wilderness, and he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He
was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.
Jesus Announces the Good News
After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God. “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and
believe the good news!”
Jesus Calls His First Disciples
As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and
I will send you out to fish for people.” At once they left their nets and followed him.
When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John
in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay he called them, and they left their father
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.
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Mark opens his Gospel with an announcement of the Good News about Jesus the Jewish
Messiah, the Son of God that the prophet Isaiah wrote about in the context of the Exile of
Israel. Specifically, Isaiah writes that God said;
“I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way”—“a voice of one
calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”
How will John prepared, the messenger, the way for the Lord, making straight paths for him?
The answer; “repentance.” Now, when we think of repentance, often we think of one
dimension. For us, often ‘repentance’ is about going back: going back wearily, to the place you
went wrong. Then finally making a clean breath of it, and then hoping you can start again, of
the hope of never ever visiting that sin again. Well, that may be how it feels sometimes, during
Lent.
However, John’s perspective and message about repentance is essentially forward-looking in
that God is doing a new thing in the mist of His people. The challenge for the Jews in Jesus’
time was; Where they ready for that new thing? That new thing was; Israel’s God is coming
back at last through the Person of Jesus, Israel’s true Messiah-King, ‘God’s son,’ God Himself.
Repentance, therefore, is the preparation for our hearts, mind and soul to receive God’s gift for
us, His Son Jesus Christ and His Kingdom, in the power of His Spirit.
This new thing that God is doing starts with Jesus’ baptism, and testing. At the core of Jesus
baptism and testing is gentle, but powerful voice of the Father saying;
“You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
Jesus knowing that He is loved by the Father, was send by the Spirit of the Father to be tested
in the wilderness. It is one thing to be tested, but it is another to be tested knowing that you are
loved.
Lent is a time of testing, a time of baptism. The testing has to do with where your allegiance
and loyalty lies. The pull of temptation will become stronger in Lent, and it will come from all
direction. But know that in the middle of your testing the voice of the Father calling out to you,
as He did with Jesus; “You are my son, and daughter, whom I love, with you I am well please.”
During this Lent Season, take time to pause and reflect on the condition of your soul. Pausing
doesn’t just mean finding a quiet place to be. Pause also means putting aside certain activities
such as social media, food, time with friends, certain personal activities, or technology for the
purpose of reflecting and assessing the condition of your soul.

4

What is the purpose of reflection?
Here are some reflection questions that will assist you on your journey. The first reflection
question has to do with worship. In the context of the time of Jesus, Israel has been in Exile for
490 years because of their sin of idolatry. Idolatry means rejecting God, and worshiping idols,
and exchanging the glory of God with the spirit of these worthless wicked and senseless idols.
How is the condition of your worship of the one true God? Are you worshipping God by loving
Him with all of your heart, mind, soul and strength? If there are idols in your life, repent, and
return and worship God with all of your mind, heart, soul and strength looking forward for His
direction for your life.
The second reflection has to do with God’s mission through the Messiah Jesus in redeeming
the world. The Israelites in the time of Jesus where no longer living their lives in and through
the mission and redeeming purposes of God in being God’s light and salt on earth. We all live
our lives in and through a grand narrative. There is our societies materialistic narrative, there is
our own desires narrative, then there is God’s overall narrative of bringing redemption to His
creation through the power of the Holy Spirit. Pause and reflect on which narrative drives your
existence, your decision making, your priorities, and your actions. The narrative that drives you
is your God. In reflection, if God’s grand narrative is not the driving force of your life, then
repent and turn to God with all of your heart, mind, soul and strength.
Pray with me today;
Wake us up, gracious Lord, by the message of your coming, and help us, in our hearts
and our lives, to be ready.
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Day 2 of Lent Reflection on Authority
Mark 1:21-28
Jesus Drives Out an Impure Spirit
They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and
began to teach. The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who
had authority, not as the teachers of the law. Just then a man in their synagogue who was
possessed by an impure spirit cried out, “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have
you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God! ”Be quiet!” said Jesus
sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook the man violently and came out of him
with a shriek.
The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—and
with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.” News about him
spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.

The institution where authority and ranks of authority is treated with the utmost respect is in the
army. When a senior office walks into a room full of soldiers, the automatic reaction of the
soldiers is to stand and give respect to the ranking or senior office. Civilians, today, do not
understand this treatment of authority.
Mark records that at one time, Jesus went to Capernaum and on the Sabbath day, he went
into the synagogue and began to teach. The reaction that Mark focus on is not what Jesus
taught, but the “authority” by which Jesus taught with. Jesus’ teaching with authority shows
what so much of the gospel is all about. Jesus was going about telling people that God was at
last becoming king, and He was behaving as if he, Himself, was in charge, as if He were that
King.
Mark contrasts Jesus’ authority with that of ‘the legal teachers’. We may not immediately pick
up the significance of that. In the modern Western world, ‘legal teachers’ would presumably be
teaching in a law school, where young practitioners would be trained for their various tasks.
But in ancient Israel a ‘legal teacher’ was much more than that. Israel’s ‘law’, after all, went
back to Moses, or rather, to God himself, on Mount Sinai. The law, for them, wasn’t just a
system of rules and regulations. It was, so they believed, the ultimate revelation of what it
meant to be human. What it meant to be God’s people. And when the Jewish people were
hemmed in and oppressed by pagan enemies, as they were in Jesus’ day, the law was the
badge they wore, proudly, to show that they really belonged to God even if things were tough,
like in the time of Jesus. To ‘teach the law’ in that world was much more than training the next
generation of barristers. It meant setting the social and cultural boundaries. It meant
maintaining God’s people in their distinct, and special, identity.
6

But the people who taught the law did so not on their own authority but by interpreting and
applying existing law, both written and oral. ‘This is what so-and-so taught,’ they would say,
quoting both recent and ancient authorities. But Jesus didn’t do that. As we see in the other
gospels, the Sermon on the Mount, for instance, he was quite outspoken. ‘You’ve heard that it
was said … but I say to you … The point is the Jesus behaved, and spoke, as if he was in
charge.
Mark also recognize that Jesus didn’t just speak in authority, but also He act with authority.
Mark recounts that while Jesus was teaching “a man in their synagogue who was possessed
by an impure spirit cried” out to Jesus saying;
24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I
know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out
of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek
(vs.24-26).
Mark turned his focus away from Jesus, and took a snap shot of the reaction of the people
toward Jesus’ authority. Mark wrote that “the people were all so amazed that they asked each
other;
“What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to impure
spirits and they obey him.”
Why did Jesus taught and served as one who had divine authority? Part of the point of God
becoming king at last, which was the centre of the message of Jesus, was that all rival powers
were being defeated. Jesus came with power and authority greater than the forces that had
corrupted and defaced human lives. For God to become king meant that all other forces had to
be dethroned. And the most obvious sign of that was that the dark, shadowy forces that had
seized control of some benighted individuals were being decisively challenged.
Today, Jesus insists on being in charge, even though it will be at the cost of His own life. That
is the pattern of the whole gospel, ending up on the cross itself where, strangely, Jesus
defeats all the powers of darkness.
During this lent journey, who has the authority of your tongue, your mind, your processions,
your heart, your soul and your life? There are still competing powers out there wanting to lord
their authority over you with the desire to control and enslave you. If Jesus is not your ultimate
authority, then repent, and trust the Lord with all of your heart, mind, soul and strength. Jesus’
authority is established in love, motivated by love, and administered in love.
Pray with me today;
Wake us up, gracious Lord, by the message of your coming, and help us, in our hearts
and our lives, to be ready.
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Day 3 of Lent
The Call of the Sinners
Mark 2:13-17
Jesus Calls Levi and Eats With Sinners
Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to him, and he began to teach
them. As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s booth.
“Follow me,” Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him.
While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were eating
with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. When the teachers of the law
who were Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his
disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have
not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Perhaps the most interesting statement Jesus made here is; “I have not come to call the
righteous, but sinners.” Pause for a moment and ponder on what Jesus means, “I have not
come to call the righteous, but sinners” for you? Isn’t it an odd way of talking about a sense of
vocation? Might we not expect someone engaged in a particular mission to speak of ‘I’ve been
called to . . . Rather than ‘I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners?’
What Mark is pointing to here, is what he stated earlier where Jesus was, simultaneously,
called to act out the part of Israel’s Messiah, and called to act out the role of Israel’s God,
coming to rescue His people at last from 490 years of Exile, and to reveal His glory and
establish His kingdom on earth. This is precisely why Jesus said, “I have not come to call the
righteous, but sinners.”
Jesus comes to us like a Shepherd seeking for His lost sheep, personally leading and guiding
them to the safe pasture, which is His kingdom. The Shepherd comes for the sake of the name
of His Father, to call and lead His sheep so that they will “dwell in the house of the Lord
forever” (Psalm 23).
Reflect on why Jesus came down to call you, by name, unto Himself? The call of Jesus for
sinners is meant to turn them from walking a certain pathway, they have are walking on, to the
divine path of God for their lives. The Psalmist proclaims; “How blessed is the man who does
not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of
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scoffers” (Psalm 1:1). The path that Jesus is calling you to is the path that will cause you to
“delight in the law of the Lord, and to meditate on his law day and night. Then you will be like a
tree firmly planted by steams of waters, which yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not
wither, and in whatever he does he prospers” (Psalm 1:2-3). Is Jesus calling you away from
the counsel of the wicket in order to walk in His path? If so, repent now, and turn to Jesus with
all of your heart, mind, soul and strength.
Pray with me;
Help me, gracious Lord, to hear your calling, to celebrate your love, and to accept your
healing in every area of my life.
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Day 4 of Lent
Baptism and the Preaching of
the Gospel of God
Saturday After Ash Wednesday
Mark 1:9-15
The Baptism of Jesus
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
Immediately coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a dove
descending upon Him; and a voice came out of the heavens: “You are My beloved Son, in You I
am well-pleased.”
Immediately the Spirit *impelled Him to go out into the wilderness. And He was in the wilderness
forty days being tempted by Satan; and He was with the wild beasts, and the angels were
ministering to Him.
Jesus Preaches in Galilee
Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of
God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in
the gospel.”

Part of the excitement of learning to read the Bible is listening for the echoes that one text sets
up when it refers back to another, which the author assumes, or hopes, that you will already
know. This passage is one of the classic examples. Jesus is baptized by John in the river
Jordan, and as the spirit comes down on him like a dove there is a voice from heaven: ‘You
are my son! You are the one I love! You make me very glad.’
The first echo Mark is pointing out to us is the story of Exodus, especially the Red Sea.
Baptism, in the time of Jesus, was a sign that God was doing something radically new among
His people. It was a sign that God is rescuing an enslave people, setting them to freedom, so
that they may worship the one true God. The different and the new thing that God is doing
through His Son, is that the whole world is going to be rescued and set free from the slave
master, the Satan. Furthermore, baptism is the final sign that the enemy of the human race will
be destroyed once and for all. We’ll reflect on the destruction of the enemy on Good Friday.
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In Exodus, when God rescued the Israelites from the Egyptians army, the Lord God called
Israel His beloved Son. So it is with Jesus’ baptism. When Jesus came out of the water, the
Spirit of God came upon Him, and the Father showing is public affection two the Son saying;
“You are my Son, in You, I am well pleased.”
Like the Israelites in the Exodus story, after being rescued from the Egyptian army, and after
crossing the Red Sea, they wonder in the desert for 40 years. So it is with Jesus. Right after
Jesus’ baptism, Mark said; “immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the wilderness,
for forty days, tested by Satan.
After his time of testing in the wilderness, Mark writes that Jesus began “preaching the gospel
of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand, repent and
believe in the gospel.” This is Mark’s second echo.
Preaching the gospel means announcing the Good News of God, which Echo’s Isaiah 40.9
and 52.7. Isaiah 52:7 states;
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, "Your
God reigns!

And anyone who hears this message must also hear another one, the one to which we pay
special attention in Lent: ‘Turn back,’ turn back from doing things your own way, from
organizing your life according to your own hopes and whims. If God is becoming king, and if
Jesus is being installed as the human king through whom God’s kingdom is now happening,
the only appropriate reaction is to abandon our own little hopes and schemes and let God be
God in our lives. And through our lives. Have been baptize into Jesus, in the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit? If so, are then proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus to those around
you?
Pray with me today;
Lord Jesus, Son of the living God, help us to believe that you are the world’s true king,
and t turn back from all that gets in the way of your rule in our lives.
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Week 1 of Lent Sunday
Praying the Psalm in Lent
Psalm 25:1-10
In you, Lord my God, I put my trust. I trust in you; do not let me be put to shame, nor let my
enemies triumph over me. No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, but shame will
come on those who are treacherous without cause.
Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you
are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.
Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, for they are from of old. Do not remember the sins
of my youth and my rebellious ways; according to your love remember me, for you, Lord, are
good.
Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. He guides the humble
in what is right and teaches them his way. All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful toward
those who keep the demands of his covenant.

David Livingstone (1813-73) the great Victorian missionary and explorer once prayed; “I am
prepared to go anywhere provided it be forward.” Praying the Psalm during Lent is about going
forward. This is how the people of God ought to live their lives. God is taking us forward
towards the Biblical horizon and we need God’s help. The biblical horizons is not about
escaping this world, instead we are call to serve God’s kingdom in redeeming His creation, and
waiting for His final return.
Praying the Psalm 25 during our moving forward, during Lent first begins with worship and the
reaffirmation of our trust and hope in the one true God of Creation. Worship God the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit by praying Psalm 25:1-3;
In you, Lord my God, I put my trust. I trust in you; do not let me be put to shame, nor let my
enemies triumph over me. No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, but shame will
come on those who are treacherous without cause.

Second, the prayer at the heart of Psalm 25 is about moving onwards with God’s work of
redemption and reconciliation, but not in our own ways. Instead, we are to pray Psalm 25:4-5
knowing that His ways are far higher and above our ways;
Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you
are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.
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That should be our prayer day by day, and especially now as we’ve set off on this Lenten
journey.
Third, and last, in our journey of Lent moving forward, there will be times when our sins get in
the way. Sin doesn’t only blind us from the truth of what God is doing, but it also leads us
astray and away from God’s path that He has set for our journey. When that happens, and it
will, then we are to pray Psalm 25:6-10;
Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, for they are from of old. Do not remember the sins
of my youth and my rebellious ways; according to your love remember me, for you, Lord, are
good.
Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. He guides the humble
in what is right and teaches them his way. All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful toward
those who keep the demands of his covenant.

How do we walk ahead? Yes, with courage? We walk not by sight, but by faith and humility
(v.9). And if we’re waiting for the Lord and relying on him, we will naturally want to keep His
covenant and His decrees (vs.10). This first Sunday of Lent, we are called to be obedient to
the calling of the Father, and to walk in humility, the humility of the Son, powered by the Spirit
in trusting Him to lead us. This first Sunday of Lent is the time for looking the enemies in the
face, and naming them before God. It is also the time to look God in the face and learn to trust
Him for every step of the way.
Pray with me today;
Lead me, O Lord, in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation.
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Day 5 of Lent
Celebrating With Jesus
Mark 2:18-22
John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and they *came and *said to Him, “Why do
John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?” And
Jesus said to them, “While the bridegroom is with them, the attendants of the bridegroom
cannot fast, can they? So long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. But the
days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in that
day.
“No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; otherwise the patch pulls away from
it, the new from the old, and a worse tear results. No one puts new wine into old wineskins;
otherwise the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost and the skins as well; but one puts
new wine into fresh wineskins.”

I remember that horrible day of September 11, 2011, when many innocent people died
because of the evil acts that took place in America. Then, I remember the first anniversary of
September 11, especially when there was a one minute silence, a pause, to remember those
who died on that day. There was no other appropriate response to remember events such as
September 11, or WWII and others like it.
Mark, in our Scripture above, recounts a time when the Pharisees’ disciples and John’s
disciples were fasting, while Jesus and his disciples were not fasting. Why where they fasting?
The Israelites in the time of Jesus, and still today, like the American nation, also remember and
commemorate events like September 11. The difference is that when the Israelites
commemorate these horrid events of their nation, the whole nation is call to fast. The
Pharisees and John’s disciples were fasting to commemorate such event in the history of their
nation, while Jesus’ disciple were having a party, a wedding party to be more specific.
Jesus’ disciples, on the other hand, were not joining in the fast. Why? Jesus’ reply explains, in
a vivid and explosive little image, what is going on. He said; “while the bridegroom is with
them, the attendants of the bridegroom cannot fast.” Jesus goes on to say; “But the days will
come when the bridegroom is taken away from, and then they will fast in that day.” This has
nothing to do with Judaism being legalistic and Jesus being eager to abolish rules. It has
nothing to do with Jews trying to impress God with their moral effort, and Jesus telling them
that you don’t have to do that after all.
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However, it has everything to do with what Jesus has already been saying; the time is fulfilled,
and God’s kingdom is arriving! Jesus wasn’t teaching new kind of religion, or a different moral
code. He was launching the project that was designed to fulfill all Israel’s dreams, to undo the
long years of shame and sorrow and replace them with a great celebration, a sort of wedding
party.
Jesus in the way, was saying, how can you fast when I, God’s Son, is about to set you free. If
you had ears to hear, and if you had eyes that can see, you too will be celebrating like my
disciples because God and Israel are getting it together again at last, and the world is going to
change through that party.
The picture of the wedding party looks back to various biblical passages, and highlights the
extraordinary claim that Jesus himself is the ‘bridegroom’, who has come to celebrate his
wedding. There is no way the wedding guests can fast while that’s going on, though in a typical
dark aside, because God’s kingdom will only come through his suffering and death, there will
come a moment of fasting, of utter desolation, when ‘the bridegroom is [violently] taken away’.
Jesus then broadens out the picture, by telling a parable of new patch and old patch. Jesus
said, you don’t stick a new patch on an old coat, or put new wine into old wineskins. You can’t,
in other words, patch up the old life of Judaism with a little bit of kingdom teaching. You can’t
expect to squash the new life of the kingdom into the old bottles of Judaism.
Now, Jesus is not saying anything is wrong with Judaism. Jesus is pointing out to His people,
who were meant to live according to the God’s covenant, that God’s blessing through His
covenant is about to take place, and this is a cause of celebration. Now, in and through Jesus,
God was fulfilling that covenant promise, and at last God’s feast, and celebration is about to
begin.
During Lent, what is the purpose of your fast? My prayer is that you fast because, as those
already caught up in Jesus’ kingdom-project, in God’s new world, we need to be sure that we
are saying a firm goodbye to everything in us that still clings to the old. Fast and pray that the
old world will be completely stripped away from your mind, heart, soul and body. Fast and pray
that “in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to
God, this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what
God’s will is - His good, pleasing and perfect will” (Romans 12:1-2).
Pray with me today;
Help us, gracious Lord, to be wise in our disciplines, to celebrate your new life and to
put to death all that detracts from it.
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Day 6 of Lent
The Call of Jesus
Mark 3:13-19
The Twelve Are Chosen
And He *went up on the mountain and *summoned those whom He Himself wanted, and they
came to Him. 1And He appointed twelve, so that they would be with Him and that He could send
them out to preach, and to have authority to cast out the demons. And He appointed the twelve:
Simon (to whom He gave the name Peter), and James, the son of Zebedee, and John the
brother of James (to them He gave the name Boanerges, which means, “Sons of Thunder”);
and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot; and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him.

I remember in high school, in the middle of a history class, a friend passed a note to me saying
this; “I am forming a band, and I want you to be in it.” This friend of mine wanted to enter a
band competition within our district in New Zealand. The purpose was to win the money price
of NZ$400.00. The thing about this friend of mine, he had full confidence that we were going to
win, and we did. We became famous overnight in our district with the population of about fifty
thousand people. During our preparation this friend of mine behave as if we had won already,
and he put a strategy together for us in order to win the price money.
When Jesus was calling His disciple He prayerfully summoned twelve disciples that will do two
things; first, be with Him, and second, [so] that He could send them out to preach and to have
authority to cast out the demons. Jesus’ behavior in calling His disciple showed that He was
taking charge of bringing new creation to Israel, and to the world. He knew that He alone had
the strategy to clearly win. The number of twelve symbolizes God’s renewing of His people
Israel, for the purpose of brining redemption and reconciliation to the rest of Creation.
Jesus’s first strategy is for His disciples to be with Him. Being with Jesus means following Him,
obeying Him, serving Him, and worshiping Him. Why? Because this is fundamental in winning
the battle over the hearts and minds of people, and establishing the Kingdom of God on earth.
Jesus spells out how important this is in John 15:1-11. Jesus said;
“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear
fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more
fruit.
You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you
unless you abide in Me.
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I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for
apart from Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a
branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned. If
you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. Just as
the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. If you keep My
commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and
abide in His love. These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your
joy may be made full.

It is very clear what Jesus is saying. If we are not with Him, then it is impossible to “abide” in
Him. If we do not abide in Him, then we cannot “bear fruits” in our preaching of the Gospel of
the Kingdom. If we do not preach the Gospel, then we will not “glorify” the Father.
The second strategy, is that Jesus send out the disciples to preach the gospel of the Kingdom.
The purpose of being and abiding in Jesus is to preach the Gospel. What Jesus means by,
“preaching the gospel,” is making announcements about the King, Jesus, and His Good News.
The news that God through Jesus has reconcile the world unto Himself, and that anyone who
will call upon Jesus in faith will be saved or justified by God from His final judgment. The Good
News also means that through the resurrection, and through the out pouring of the Holy Spirit,
we can now receive God’s Kingdom on earth, because God has become King of the world
through Jesus our Lord.
The nature of God that we often miss in Scripture is His calling nature. God began His Gospel
by the calling of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the Twelve, and through Jesus, the Church, His
Body. How may we miss the call of God? One word, noise. During this Lent, quiet your heart,
by disconnecting your whole self from the noise of technology, the spirit of materialism, other
forms of relationships and come before God.
Pray with me today;
Almighty God, you called Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the Twelve; and, through Jesus,
you called the twelve Apostles. Call us afresh today; name us once more to carry
forward your purposes in the world.
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Day 7 of Lent
Binding the Strong Man
Mark 3:20-30
20 And He came home, and the crowd gathered again, to such an extent that they could not
even eat a meal. 21 When His own people heard of this, they went out to take custody of Him;
for they were saying, “He has lost His senses.” 22 The scribes who came down from Jerusalem
were saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “He casts out the demons by the ruler of the
demons.”
23 And He called them to Himself and began speaking to them in parables, “How can Satan
cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a
house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26 If Satan has risen up
against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but he is finished! 27 But no one can enter the
strong man’s house and plunder his property unless he first binds the strong man, and then he
will plunder his house.
28 “Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they
utter; 29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of
an eternal sin”— 30 because they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”

For generation’s people reading the gospels have wondered, quite naturally, just how much
they can trust the gospels. Sceptics have suggested that it was all made up later to boost the
church’s picture of Jesus it worshipped. The bridges to historical certainty have been broken
and not rebuilt. Fundamentalists have said that it was all dictated by God, so the question
doesn’t arise. But most ordinary Christians are somewhere in between.
Jesus face similar questions about His authority, and identity from His critics. There is an irony
here. The legal experts from Jerusalem say that Jesus is in league with ‘the Accuser’, in other
words, ‘the satan’. This is getting very personal, isn’t it? The word ‘satan’ actually means
‘accuser’; this reflects the ancient belief that the dark force in question was God’s ‘director of
public prosecutions’, whose job it was to point the finger at evildoers, and who enjoyed the role
so much that he began to incite people to commit offenses for which he could then charge
them. But, here is the irony, it is they, themselves, who are ‘accusing’ Jesus! Who then is
possessed by Beelzebul, and ruled by the ruler of the demons, the satan. This is part of a
much larger theme which continues throughout Mark’s gospel, as various different people
‘accuse’ Jesus of all sorts of things until they end up crucifying him.
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Jesus, in response, turns this into His strongest claim yet about what is going on through His
work. What Jesus is doing is turning the accession of the legal experts and pronouncing that
over the power of evil, indicating that evil and its focus is being broken. Jesus has already
made a decisive impact on it, ‘binding the strong man’ so that he can now ‘plunder his house’
(v.27).
Then the wording and sharp warnings in verses 28-30 indicates that Jesus was doing what He
is doing by the power of the Holy Spirit. But if people look at the spirit’s work and declare that
it’s the work of the devil, they are erecting a high steel wall between them and the powerful,
rescuing love of God. That is a warning to all of us, whenever we are tempted to sneer at some
new or different ‘Christian’ movement.
The main lesson for us, though, as we continue our journey through Lent, may well be this. If
we are serious about following Jesus, people will misunderstand us, too, and may accuse us of
bad motives, or prejudice, or extremism. The answer is simply to look back to Jesus, and to his
victory over all the powers of evil. They can still make a lot of noise, and cause a lot of
nuisance, but the ‘strong man’ has been tied up, and those who work for God’s kingdom can
indeed, in the power of the spirit, set about plundering his house.
Pray with me today;
Teach us, Lord Jesus, not to fear the accusations of the enemy, but to trust in your
victory at all times, and that I may do all things through You who give the strength in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
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Day 8 of Lent
Preparing The Soil
Mark 4:1-9
The Parable of the Sower
Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him was so large that
he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the
water’s edge. He taught them many things by parables, and in his teaching said: “Listen! A
farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and
the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were
scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which
grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain. Still other seed fell on good soil.
It came up, grew and produced a crop, some multiplying thirty, some sixty, some a hundred
times.” Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

During the summers in Wisconsin, the farmers are harvesting the corn. At times we would stop
and walk down the lane, or drive through mile after mile of golden grain gently waving in the
wind. It is one of the most beautiful thing we do in the summer times.
It is not surprising, given that ancient Palestine had an almost entirely rural economy, that the
theme of harvest was a powerful image in the ancient scriptures, pointing forwards to the time
when God would fulfill his promises at last. What’s more, when things had gone badly wrong,
when God’s people had gone away into exile in Babylon, some of the prophets spoke not just
of a coming harvest, but of a fresh ‘sowing’. God would ‘sow’ his people again in their land, so
that the new harvest, when it came, would be the result of a fresh act, a renewal of the
covenant.
When Jesus was telling the parable of the Sower, he was saying two things to His hears. The
first thing, for which his hearers were on tiptoe with excitement, was that the good news that
the ‘sowing’ was indeed happening at last. The sowing means that Jesus’ kingdom movement
was indeed the long awaited restoration of God’s people. The hints, signs and symbols that
Jesus had been putting out were true. This was the moment! Everything was going to be
different! God would liberate His people at last.
The second thing that Jesus was telling His hears was not welcomed, was that God’s great
kingdom-action bursting in upon them through Jesus’ words and works, was not having the
effect on the hears. The “farmer,” Jesus, was sowing the seeds, God’s great kingdom acts, but
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it was not bearing any fruits. Birds were eating some of it. Other seed produced quick growing
plants without any root. Other seed was choked by thorns. Jesus is under no illusions, and he
wants his hearers to be clear as well; yes, this God’s long-awaited new work, but no, it doesn’t
mean that God’s people can simply be affirmed, or their national aspirations under-written, as
they stand.
The parables of the sower, therefore, had a sweet and sour taste to its hearers. At first, for the
hearer, it tastes sweet because God is doing a new thing, but at the same time, this new thing
that God is doing is not in line with what the people are doing themselves, or with Israel’s
national’s aspiration. The people’s response to God’s Kingdom work through Jesus was, that it
was getting in the way of their personal and national pursuit. Therefore, the parable of the
sower, or any teaching of God through Jesus becomes a judgment over the people.
Furthermore, through the parable of the sower, Jesus was warning His contemporaries that,
just because they were Jews, just because they were, as it were, part of God’s team, and, as
well, just because they had suffered for their heritage that didn’t automatically mean that they
would be the sort of soil that would produce a great harvest.
The fundamental question that the parable of the Sower is asking is; What makes and sustain
good soil in order to produce God’s kingdom work here on earth? The answer is: Worship.
Why worship? Because the opposite of worship is idolatry. And idolatry is the problem of the
hearers, and the reason the soil in hearts will not produce kingdom fruits.
The key word for worship in Hebrew is the word; shachah. Shachah simply means; “to bow
down” or “to fall prostrate,” or paying homage - either to God or to someone or something else.
The word worship shachah ( )שׁחהis spell with three Hebrew letters and each of these letters
have their own meaning which adds to the richness of what worship means in Hebrew. First,
the letter shin ()שׁ, which refers to wholeness, completeness, and nearness to God. The
second letter is chet ()ח, and it represents an intimate joining of man to God. And the third letter
is hei ()ה, which speaks of the breath of God, and of God’s feminine nature.
When you put it together, worship is any act that joins you with God into a completeness
surrounded by the presence of the Spirit of God. That also means, that idolatry means any
acts that separates you from the presence of the Spirit of God.
The question about what makes good soil begins with the question of; what acts that you are
doing in your life that either connects or disconnects you with the presence of God? I
encourage you to write down these acts under two headlines; Acts that connect vs Acts that
disconnects you from God. Confess to the Lord acts that disconnects you from His presence
and seek to expand and develop acts that connects you with God.
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Acts that disconnects you from God according to Jesus in Mark 7:21-23 are;
For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder,
adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil
things come from within, and they defile a person.”

Also according to Paul in Galatians 5:19-21;
Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery,
enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing,
and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God.

Any of these acts will not only make you unfruitful, but will permanently disconnect you from
the presence of God.
Acts that will connect you according to Jesus in Matthew 22:34-40;
He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment.
And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets.”

Also according to Paul in Galatians 5:22-23 he writes;
By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things.

During this Lent journey, be intentional in living your life according to kingdom acts that not
only connects you with the presence of God, but also prepares your heart to bear a great
harvest of fruits for the King, Lord Jesus Christ.
Pray with me today;
Grant us, sovereign Lord, to nurture the seed of the word, to guard it and let it grow, and
to bring forth a harvest to your glory.

22

Day 9 of Lent
The Testing of Your Faith
Mark 4:35-41
Jesus Stills a Storm
On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” And
leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were
with him.
A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being
swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to
him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” He woke up and rebuked the wind, and
said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm.
He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were filled with great
awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”

There are a number of times in Scripture when God takes control of the weather. First, is in
Genesis 1:9-10. God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place,
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that
were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.”
Second, was in Exodus 14 when Moses and the Israelites were pursues by the Egyptian arm,
and the Israelites were in great fear for their lives. Then God spoke to Moses to stretch out his
staff over the sea, and the Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned
the sea into dry land and the fearful Israelites walk through the sea to safety.
The third time, in Scripture God took control of the weather is when the Israelites cross over
the Jordan River in order to enter the Promised Land. But before they get to the promise land,
they need it to defeat the city of Jericho.
The fourth is in this story, when Jesus “rebuked the wind,” saying to the sea, “peace! Be still!”
And the wind and sea obeyed Him. The disciples may have remembered the Psalms which
says: when people cry to the Lord, Israel’s God, from the midst of the storm, he will make it to
be still and quieten the waves (65.7; 89.9; 107.29).
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What we notice whenever God takes control of the weather and, when Jesus rebuked the wind
and the sea there was panic, fear and concern with His people. The disciples of Jesus woke
Jesus up from His nap saying to Him; “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”
The storm, the Red Sea was a test of faith for the Israelites and for Jesus’ disciples. Our faiths
are meant to be tested. The point about the testing of our faith is that we do not have the
control over the testing. Part of the point of Christian discipleship is to have our minds and
imaginations challenged, opened, stretched, reshaped. When your faith is test remember to
stop and pray.
Pray with me today;
Wake us up, O Lord, from our easy-going sleep. Help us always to remember that you
are in control, no matter how frightening or alarming things may be.
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Day 10 of Lent
The Rebuking of the Enemy
Mark 8:31-38
And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by
the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.
And He was stating the matter plainly. And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. But
turning around and seeing His disciples, He rebuked Peter and *said, “Get behind Me, Satan;
for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.”
And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, “If anyone wishes to come
after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever wishes to
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. For
what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? For what will a man give
in exchange for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of
His Father with the holy angels.”

I am a big fan of detective stories and movies, if you are a fan you know the drill, right? The
main lines of the plot are reasonably clear, or so it appears. And as you watch a detective
movie, during the movie it gives clues, a hints, a nudges, which the alert audience will pick up.
Sometimes these clues are not so obvious until at the end of the movie, when you come to
know the truth. ‘Yes,’ you will say, ‘I should have known all along. That was the clue.’
Our reading today in Mark at one level it is very clear. Jesus is telling His disciples that He
must go to Jerusalem and be killed, and that anyone who wants to follow Him must be
prepared for the same fate. But something tells us that there is more going on here than a
clear eyed recognition of the likely results of being involved in a ‘kingdom-of-God’ movement.
Where is the hint?
The hint comes in Jesus’ rebuke to Peter. When Jesus told His disciples that He must go to die
in Jerusalem, Peter stepped in and scolded Jesus. Peter, in his human logic, in a way saying
to Jesus, we need you alive in order to keep this movement going. If Jesus die, then He can’t
be king, and if He can’t be king, then the Gentile powers are not going to be defeated, and if
the Gentile powers are not going to be defeated, then Israel will not be free.
How does Jesus respond to Peter, and the philosophy that Peter and all of Israel have based
their lives on? Jesus uses the sharpest possible language to scold Peter; ‘Get behind me,
Satan’ or Accuser. Jesus recognizing whose voice it is, and whose philosophy that Peter has
based his life in, and is now expounding. What Jesus was rebuking out of Peter, was not
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Peter, but the philosophy of the Accuser that has ruled Peter and Israel as a nation during the
time of Jesus.
The Accuser knows that if Jesus die, then his powers and authority over Israel and the world,
will be ripped away from him. Peter, at that moment, did not know the Scriptures. Peter did not
know that the cross is the means by which Jesus will rescue, not merely reform. It is the
weapon with which he will not simply threaten the forces of evil, but overcome them.
Peter needed to hear and understand the hint Jesus is giving him, but also the Accuser in the
background is shivering knowing that he is going to be expose for who he really is.
Then comes the challenge for Peter, and for the rest of Israel, and now for us. Now that Jesus
has expose the philosophy of the Accuser, and how that philosophy has worked itself into the
center of the hearts and minds of Israel, Jesus now says;
“If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and
follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for
My sake and the gospel’s will save it.
For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? For what will
a man give in exchange for his soul? (Mark 8:34-37).
There are two senses that you get from reading verses 34-38. The first sense says, ‘because
Jesus dies, we do not. His unique death saves us from what would otherwise be ours.’ This
sense is in line with the Accuser’s philosophy of life. The second sense, is repeated again and
again in the rest of the New Testament, that because Jesus dies, we must die too. We must
pick up our cross, bearing public shame, as Jesus indicates in verse 38, as well as the
prospect of pain and suffering, and follow him.
We are to rebuke the Accuser’s philosophy which says, ’we should live a quiet happy spiritual
life, don’t rock the boat, just study the Bible with other Christians, don’t talk about Jesus and
His death and resurrection incase people might think I’m a strange crazy fanatic.’ If we follow
the Accuser’s logic, then Jesus will rebuke us one last time at the end of time saying;
For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son
of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy
angels” (Mark 8:38).

In this Lent Season, take a bold stand, and carry your cross, and tell someone about the Good
News about what Jesus has done for the world. Here is a strategy you can follow (C.P.W);
1. Choose: Choose that one individual you want to witness to.
2. Pray: Pray and fast for three or four days for that individual.
3. Witness: After prayer and fast time, go take that individual for lunch or coffee or dinner
and him/her; “I would like to tell you about the Good News about Jesus.” Then share
your testimony of how the Good News of Jesus has transformed your life.
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Remember, it is God’s desire to dwell with everyone you know. So He is Your motivating
factor, your strength and wisdom, and your power in order to be His ambassador.
Pray with me today;
Forgive us, gracious Lord, when we have preferred philosophy of the Accuser to the
strange wisdom and power of your cross. Give us strength and clarity of understanding
to hear your call afresh and to follow wherever you lead.
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Week 2 of Lent Sunday
Praying Psalm 22 With Jesus
Psalm 22:22-31
I will tell of Your name to my brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will praise You. You who
fear the Lord, praise Him; All you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him, And stand in awe of Him,
all you descendants of Israel. For He has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted;
nor has He hidden His face from him; But when he cried to Him for help, He heard.
From You comes my praise in the great assembly; I shall pay my vows before those who fear
Him. The afflicted will eat and be satisfied; those who seek Him will praise the Lord. Let your
heart live forever!
All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord, And all the families of the nations
will worship before You. For the kingdom is the Lord’s And He rules over the nations.
All the prosperous of the earth will eat and worship, All those who go down to the dust will bow
before Him, Even he who cannot keep his soul alive. Posterity will serve Him; it will be told of
the Lord to the coming generation. They will come and will declare His righteousness to a
people who will be born, that He has performed it.

For those who have gone through very lonely and painful life experiences often find comfort in
the depth of their souls. When you have nothing no one else to turn, then only thing you have
is your soul.
Soon we will come to Good Friday. We will pause, meditate and in some small way imagine
the suffering of Jesus on the cross. We will witness his injustice of His trial, the shameful
dishonoring beating, then the nailing of His arms, and His feet to that horrible cross, and more
mocking and shameful treatment by the onlookers.
What did Jesus turn to in this dark lonely and painful experience?
Jesus turn to the Psalms, the Word of God that He had put into His memory. Specifically at
that moment on the Cross, Jesus turned to Psalm 22 when he cried out; “My God, my God,
why have You forsaken me?” (v.1)
But Jesus knew that Psalm 22 was not just a cry for help Psalm. He knew that Psalm 22 about
“rescuing” and the “kingdom of God.” Astonishingly, Jesus was not only praying Psalm 22 on
the cross, but was fulfilling the cry of Psalm 22.

28

As we look to Jesus on the cross, Jesus is pointing us upwards in what we now discern as an
act of praise; praise. ‘I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters’ (v. 22); ‘from you
comes my praise in the great congregation’ (v. 25); ‘future generations’ shall ‘proclaim his
deliverance to a people yet unborn’ (vs. 30 and 31). Pilate’s mocking message, announcing
Jesus as ‘King of the Jews’, comes true, not in the way he intended or expected but as
something far stranger, far more world shaking. Even when we can see nothing but darkness,
the cross still points upwards to the God who makes even human wrath turn to his praise.
Pray with me today;
Help us, gracious Lord, so to stand in faith at the foot of the cross that the light can
break through the darkness and guide us on our way.
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Day 11 of Lent
A God That Does Not Give Up
Mark 5:1-20
They came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gerasenes. When He got out of
the boat, immediately a man from the tombs with an unclean spirit met Him, and he had his
dwelling among the tombs. And no one was able to bind him anymore, even with a chain;
because he had often been bound with shackles and chains, and the chains had been torn
apart by him and the shackles broken in pieces, and no one was strong enough to subdue him.
Constantly, night and day, he was screaming among the tombs and in the mountains, and
gashing himself with stones. Seeing Jesus from a distance, he ran up and bowed down before
Him; and shouting with a loud voice, he said, “What business do we have with each other,
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God, do not torment me!” For He had been
saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” And He was asking him, “What is your
name?” And he said to Him, “My name is Legion; for we are many.” And he began to implore
Him earnestly not to send them out of the country. Now there was a large herd of swine feeding
nearby on the mountain. The demons implored Him, saying, “Send us into the swine so that we
may enter them.” Jesus gave them permission. And coming out, the unclean spirits entered the
swine; and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea, about two thousands of them;
and they were drowned in the sea.
Their herdsmen ran away and reported it in the city and in the country. And the people came to
see what it was that had happened. They *came to Jesus and observed the man who had been
demon-possessed sitting down, clothed and in his right mind, the very man who had had the
“legion”; and they became frightened. Those who had seen it described to them how it had
happened to the demon-possessed man, and all about the swine. And they began to implore
Him to leave their region. As He was getting into the boat, the man who had been demonpossessed was imploring Him that he might accompany Him. And He did not let him, but He
said to him, “Go home to your people and report to them what great things the Lord has done
for you, and how He had mercy on you.” And he went away and began to proclaim in Decapolis
what great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed.

The famous Atheist, Bertrand Russell, wrote in his book, Why I am Not a Christian, a number
of things about Jesus that put him off. One was the story of Jesus cursing the fig tree, and
another was this incident. Russell, in his prideful objection of Jesus, had to do with Jesus’
treatment of two thousand pigs.
Objections like Russell’s completely miss the point, and raise worrying questions about how
serous Russell actually was in his consideration of Christianity. The gospels are not written to
be a compendium of useful moral teaching and behavior, to be offered to a world that simply
needs good advice and good example. They are written to describe a one-off, unique moment
in the history of the world. They make the sense they do only on the assumption that the world
as a whole, and human beings in particular, and some human beings especially, are in an
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almighty mess and need a drastic rescue operation. They tell the story of how that dramatic
and dangerous rescue operation was carried out.
The story in Mark 5 has three levels. The first level is about a very sick man being wonderfully
healed and restored by Jesus. Something that Russell seemed to completely overlooked,
because of his compassion for the pigs.
The second level, underneath that, is the shadow of a story that a great many first-century
Jews longed to tell; the story of the Romans, with their legions, their garrisons, their sneering
officials, their tax-collectors, and their no good works, being driven out of the country, out of the
region, preferably down the hill into the Mediterranean Sea, and never return.
The third level, has to do with something going on here about Jesus’ work on the edge of the
Holy Land. The region he went into, that of the ‘Gerasenes,’ is on the east side of the Sea of
Galilee, disputed territory, then as now. And there was a herd of pigs, as there certainly
wouldn’t have been if the inhabitants had been living as good, law abiding Jews, who of course
didn’t eat pork. There is an implicit challenge here: the story is an acted parable not only of
cleansing the land of pagan pollution in the form of the Romans and their legions, but also,
perhaps, of cleansing the land from the internal pollution of those who were sitting light to the
ancestral codes.
The point underneath it all is the larger picture, that of a God who never, ever, abandons
anyone, no matter how ‘far gone they seem to be; of a Jesus who is acting with authority over
the ‘forces’ that rear their ugly heads in this world. When I think about followers of the Messiah
Jesus who rescues, transform and restore children who have been sold as slaves around
world, or reach men and women who have enslaved themselves, or have been forced into
prostitution, I think of a God that does not give up on those who have gone so far.
In this story, Mark is pointing what has happen when God is in charge of the world once again.
Are their people in your life that you have prayed, and prayed and prayed for? This Lent I
encourage you now to let God fight your battle for you. God will not give up on your love one.
Now, I encourage to go on and focus of being God’s agents, to see His kingdom come to those
who need rescuing in our City of Hong Kong, and in our world today.
Pray with me today;
Grant us, good Lord, to reach out for your help no matter how appalling things may
seem. Give us your healing and hope at every level of our lives.
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Day 12 of Lent
The Power of Christ and My Faith
Mark 5:25-34
A woman who had had a hemorrhage for twelve years, and had endured much at the hands of
many physicians, and had spent all that she had and was not helped at all, but rather had grown
worse— after hearing about Jesus, she came up in the crowd behind Him and touched His
cloak.
For she thought, “If I just touch His garments, I will get well.” Immediately the flow of her blood
was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her affliction. Immediately Jesus,
perceiving in Himself that the power proceeding from Him had gone forth, turned around in the
crowd and said, “Who touched My garments?”
And His disciples said to Him, “You see the crowd pressing in on You, and You say, ‘Who
touched Me?’” And He looked around to see the woman who had done this. But the woman
fearing and trembling, aware of what had happened to her, came and fell down before Him and
told Him the whole truth. And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in
peace and be healed of your affliction.”

Doesn’t this story give you mix feelings in your gut? First, you have this dear woman who had
suffered for twelve years from internal bleeding. She would have been a married woman,
because most of the woman of that day were married, and chances are she would have been
a mother as well. But the bleeding would have kept her from fulfilling her responsibilities as a
wife and a mother. But more than that, the internal bleeding would have made her unclean,
and therefore prevented her from worshiping God in the Temple.
Due to these restrictions she was desperate. Her last hope was the prophet Messiah everyone
was talking about on the street. Her logic states, that if this is truly a prophet from God, then he
would be powerful enough to heal me of this. The reason why she didn’t come out and asked
Jesus to heal her was because she was unclean. If she is unclean, that would make Jesus
unclean.
But then the extraordinary thing happened. Instead of uncleanness flowing from her to him, a
strange power seem to flow out of Him to her. Instead of Him becoming unclean, she was
cured of her illness, which made her uncleaned.
Knowing that the woman is healed, Jesus said to her; ‘My daughter, your faith has rescued
you.’ Your faith! Wouldn’t it have been more theologically accurate to say that it was the power
that came from Jesus that made her well? Yes, that’s true in one sense, but according to
Jesus, the faith of this woman meant, that she believed in her heart that no one else has the
power to heal her, but Jesus the Messiah. She had to push through the crowd and come and
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touch Jesus in public. If it didn’t work, then her life was in danger, because she would have
made all those near her unclean. The reason why this is so remarkable is because the story
took place in public, where the sick were not allow to be seen in public. But this woman put all
her ‘eggs in one basket,’ and believed in her heart that Jesus really is the only answer to her
problems, and she went to touch her.
Yes, of course God remains sovereign. Yes, of course it’s Jesus who is in charge. But the God
of the Bible chose from the beginning to act, wherever appropriate, through human beings.
Humans were never meant to be mere spectators of God’s work, or mere passengers, being
carried along into God’s future with their feet up. Humans were meant to participate, to worship
God and so to be energized to live for him. And that begins with faith.
We are called by Jesus to be His people to go to the sick, and unclean world. To go in faith so
that others will receive hope, faith, God’s truth, God’s Word, God’s redemption, and ultimately,
God’s healing. We are going ahead of the King of all creation to preach His Good News,
because one day Revelation 21:1-4 will come to pass, and God will bring the final healing to us
all. John recounts;
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away,
and there is no longer any sea. And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.
And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among
men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be
among them, and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any
death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed
away.”

Today, pray with me;
Give us, gracious Lord, the faith to come right up to you, to touch you in the crowd, to
say what it is we need and want you to do for us, knowing that you will act according to
Your will, and Your purposes.
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Day 13 of Lent:
King Jesus versus the Rulers of
this World
Mark 6:14-29
And King Herod heard of it, for His name had become well known; and people were saying,
“John the Baptist has risen from the dead, and that is why these miraculous powers are at work
in Him.” But others were saying, “He is Elijah.” And others were saying, “He is a prophet, like
one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he kept saying, “John, whom I
beheaded, has risen!”
For Herod himself had sent and had John arrested and bound in prison on account of Herodias,
the wife of his brother Philip, because he had married her. For John had been saying to Herod,
“It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” Herodias had a grudge against him and
wanted to put him to death and could not do so; for Herod was afraid of John, knowing that he
was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. And when he heard him, he was very
perplexed; but he used to enjoy listening to him. A strategic day came when Herod on his
birthday gave a banquet for his lords and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee;
and when the daughter of Herodias herself came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his
dinner guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you want and I will give it to
you.” And he swore to her, “Whatever you ask of me, I will give it to you; up to half of my
kingdom.” And she went out and said to her mother, “What shall I ask for?” And she said, “The
head of John the Baptist.” Immediately she came in a hurry to the king and asked, saying, “I
want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”
26 And although the king was very sorry, yet because of his oaths and because of his dinner
guests, he was unwilling to refuse her. 27 Immediately the king sent an executioner and
commanded him to bring back his head. And he went and had him beheaded in the prison, 28
and brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. 29
When his disciples heard about this, they came and took away his body and laid it in a tomb.

Often Christians today have the idea that the world of the Bible is rather like the world of some
old churches; quiet, serious, a bit old fashioned, with nobody ever doing or saying anything to
shock or frighten people. That until we read stories like the one we are reflecting on.
What do we see here? First you have Herod and his family domestic issues, which would have
made it to one of our modern gossip pages of a trashy magazines. Herod had two things that
he desperately wanted during his reign in Judea. First, he wanted to be recognized as the true
king of the Jews; and two, he wanted to have his brother’s wife, Herodias. He got the second;
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he obtained a quickie divorce from his first wife, a foreign princess, and was able to take his
brother’s wife for himself, but he couldn’t get the first.
This is where John the Baptist comes in. John had been announcing that God’s true king was
on the way. And he made it only too clear that whoever this king might be it could not be old
what’s-his-name up the road, because God’s anointed would never behave like that. John was
very clear, and intentional about his message, and not like some erratic fool shouting without
cause.
Herod knew John’s reputation, and that frighten him. ‘What he heard,’ says Mark, ‘disturbed
him greatly, and yet he enjoyed listening to him.’ You wonder why Herod kept asking to see
John, when John was obviously exposing him for the fraud that he really is.
Then, came that injustice act of the murder of John. Mark records that Herodias’s daughter
‘came in and danced.’ But this was more than a dance. The Greek-Roman world in the First
Century were expects at the Eros and Thanatos, sex and death, rituals that seems to cause
Herod give to Herodias’s daughter anything she would ask for, even up to half of his kingdom.
Here, Herod loses his head, metaphorically speaking, and John loses his, literally.
Now, Mark didn’t add this story of Herod and John to sell his book. There are at least two jobs
that this story is doing at this point within Mark’s narrative of the Gospel of the Kingdom of
God.
First, it highlights a key moment in Jesus’ own public career. It wasn’t only grief at the violent
death of his cousin, though no doubt that was there as well. The rest of Jesus’ family didn’t
seem to believe in him, and even John had had his doubts, but at least they were both firmly
into the business of announcing God’s kingdom. John had prepared the way. Now, with him
gone, Jesus was out on his own; and he must have seen John’s fate as a signpost pointing
towards his own.
Second, Mark is contrasting the genuine kingdom-work of Jesus and his followers (vs. 7–13)
with the horrible parody of ‘kingdom’ you could find then, and can still find, in the palaces of the
irresponsible rich, where women are cheap and human life even cheaper.
Overall, Mark is pointing out how a righteous King ought to behave, and rule over his kingdom.
On one hand, the rulers of this world will lord it over their people, behave in the most horrific
behaviors of sex and murder and other kinds of injustice, pursuing their own individual
agendas.
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On the other hand, King Jesus came to serve and not to be serve, giving His life to the world
out of the love of the Father, yes, even to criminals like Herod. Jesus goes a step further, and
calls His followers to also serve, and to love and forgive their enemies, and preach His Good
News to all.
Pray with me today;
Give us, sovereign Lord, leaders in church and state who will serve your people rather
than themselves, and who will listen to the challenge of your word, and would have the
courage to serve Your Kingdom in their places of influences.
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Day 14 of Lent
The Compassion of Jesus
Mark 6:30-44
The apostles *gathered together with Jesus; and they reported to Him all that they had done
and taught. And He *said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a secluded place and rest a
while.” (For there were many people coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat.)
They went away in the boat to a secluded place by themselves.
Five Thousand Fed
The people saw them going, and many recognized them and ran there together on foot from all
the cities, and got there ahead of them. When Jesus went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and
He felt compassion for them because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and He began
to teach them many things. When it was already quite late, His disciples came to Him and said,
“This place is desolate and it is already quite late; send them away so that they may go into the
surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” But He answered
them, “You give them something to eat!” And they *said to Him, “Shall we go and spend two
hundred denarii on bread and give them something to eat?” And He *said to them, “How many
loaves do you have? Go look!” And when they found out, they *said, “Five, and two fish.” And
He commanded them all to sit down by groups on the green grass. They sat down in groups of
hundreds and of fifties. And He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward
heaven, He blessed the food and broke the loaves and He kept giving them to the disciples to
set before them; and He divided up the two fish among them all. They all ate and were satisfied,
and they picked up twelve full baskets of the broken pieces, and also of the fish. There were five
thousand men who ate the loaves.

The true test of a pastor comes not on Sunday, when he is preaching, nor in the church
meetings, but in the unforeseen, unprepared moments. Especially the ones which, frankly, you
not only hadn’t planned but hadn’t wanted in the first place.
The real test of all Christians comes with, how far do we show compassion to others first in the
Body of Christ, and second those are in need of help, the poor, the elderly and so on of our
City.
This test of compassion happened to Jesus, too. After a long day of ministry, it was “time for a
break.” Jesus said to his disciples, “come away, just you, and we’ll go somewhere lonely and
private.” But, Jesus was disrupted from his rest as the crowd gather for more sermons from
Him. Jesus and his disciples were not prepared nor ready to serve the people and their needs.
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The disciples’ advice Jesus to send the people away to “surrounding countryside and villages
and buy themselves something to eat.” Instead, Jesus had compassion one the people, and
orders the disciple to feed the people. The disciples panic and said to Jesus, “Shall we go and
spend two hundred denarii on bread and give them something to eat?” The disciple didn’t have
a budget, and they certainly wouldn’t have voted to spend two hundred denarii on five
thousand people whom do not attend their fellowship.
But Jesus had been preaching about the Kingdom of God all day long, and now He decided to
put into action the message He’s been explaining.
Mark’s point is that, in God’s kingdom, there is indeed a new creation, bursting out in all
directions. Jesus feeding the five thousand people can be taken into all different direction.
However, the core point that Mark wants to make in this story is that the generosity of spirit
that made Jesus react with sympathy and compassion when the crowds invaded his quiet,
private time alone with his friends is the same generosity of spirit that we associate with God,
the Creator. And since everything we know about God we know most securely because of
Jesus, it shouldn’t surprise us that sometimes, always surprisingly but always
characteristically, Jesus does what God does, providing richly for those who have come to be
with him. Even when they’d crashed in on his evening off.
Pray with me today;
Help us, generous Lord, to trust you to provide not only for the things we know we need
but the things we don’t know we need. And help us to be generous and compassionate
with those who turn to us for help.
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Day 15 of Lent
Heavenly Reality Versus Earthly Reality
Mark 6:45-52
Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side to
Bethsaida, while He Himself was sending the crowd away. After bidding them farewell, He left
for the mountain to pray.
When it was evening, the boat was in the middle of the sea, and He was alone on the land.
Seeing them straining at the oars, for the wind was against them, at about the fourth watch of
the night He came to them, walking on the sea; and He intended to pass by them. But when
they saw Him walking on the sea, they supposed that it was a ghost, and cried out; for they all
saw Him and were terrified. But immediately He spoke with them and *said to them, “Take
courage; it is I, do not be afraid.” Then He got into the boat with them, and the wind stopped;
and they were utterly astonished, for they had not gained any insight from the incident of the
loaves, but their heart was hardened.

After feeding the five thousand, Mark writes that, “immediately Jesus made His disciples get
into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side to Bethsaida.’ Then Jesus went out to the
mountain to pray on His own.
I like the fact that Jesus “made” His disciples get into the boat and have them leave the crowd
in order to fine rest from a long day of ministry. However, Jesus often would take a retreat
Himself, to pray and find rest with the Father.
It is in the context of prayer that helps us understand what happens next with the disciples and
their encounter with Jesus. There are fourth or so times in Scripture we see Jesus in this form.
The first is in this story, second Jesus’ transfiguration, third the resurrection of Jesus, and then
the ascension of Jesus. Each of those times the disciples become familiar with what was
happening.
What is the point of this? The point has to do with two contrast realities, the heavenly reality,
and the earthly reality. These two realities were one in Genesis 2, until the fall in Genesis 3.
These same realities will end up back into one reality when our Lord returns as John saw in
Revelation 21:1-4. In this story, Jesus is slowly exposing the disciples to the heavenly reality.
Why? Because the physical earthly reality is broken, unclean, lost and have turned away from
its Creator. The second reality is whole, clean, untainted by the flesh, spirit led, and has a
desire to bring redemption to all of the first reality.
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In the way, what Jesus was hinting to for the disciples is that one day the heavenly reality will
fully and complete fill earth, and bring it with restoration, wholeness, and finally complete
redemption.
When the disciples saw Jesus walking on water, they were afraid. That’s a natural reaction of
the earthly reality, to the heavenly reality. The earthly reality has completely lost its origin. The
earthly reality was born out of heavenly reality, God Himself. In this sense, we are afraid of
what is real, and true, and divine.
But Jesus doesn’t stop there. He wants to at least show the disciple what their final reality will
be. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus calls Peter to walk to Him on water. Peter got out of the
boat, and walked on the water. Peter didn’t last too long, the heavenly reality was too unreal.
However, just because the heavenly reality seems so far out of reach from our earthly reality,
Jesus wants us to take note that this is what is going to happen. The heavenly reality will one
day bring full redemption and re-newness to all of creation. As C. S. Lewis puts it well in his
book, The Joyful Christian;
Aim at Heaven and you will get Earth 'thrown in': aim at Earth and you will get neither.
Today, pray with me;
Surprise us, loving Lord, with your unexpected power and presence, and help us not to
be afraid when you do new things in our lives.
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Day 16 of Lent
The Temple: The Meeting Place of God
and His People
John 2:13-22
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. And He found in the
temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers seated at
their tables. And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple, with the
sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their
tables; and to those who were selling the doves He said, “Take these things away; stop making
My Father’s house a place of business.”
His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for Your house will consume me.” The Jews
then said to Him, “What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?” Jesus
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It
took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” But He was
speaking of the temple of His body. So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples
remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had
spoken.

The time was closing in, and soon two human beings, husband and wife will soon become
parents. They had mix feelings of excitement, hope and also uncertainty. Those partners were
Valerie and I. The filling of becoming parents for the first time was, let’s say, out of this world.
The time was here for Jesus, for the first passover before the last passover. I imagine there
were mix feelings for Jesus. He knew that God’s kingdom is coming, He is about to face the
enemy, and He is about to face complete abandonment by the Father. Mix feelings? I bet!
This was the time and was the place: Jerusalem, and the Temple. This was the time:
Passover. But they certainly weren’t expecting anyone like Jesus. And they certainly weren’t
expecting anyone to behave like Jesus. The Temple was, after all, the Temple. It wasn’t just,
as people today sometimes wrongly imagine, like a large church on a street corner. It was the
centre of everything; the centre, they believed, of the whole world.
Moreover, the Temple was the place where heaven and earth met, joined up, did business.
The ancient Jews didn’t think of heaven, God’s space, and earth, our space, in the way we
often do, as two quite distinct places, completely separate and detached from one another.
They thought of them as different, all right, but made to be joined together. That’s how it had
been at the beginning, when “God made the heavens and the earth,” and seemed to be at
home in either, or in both together. That’s how it had been when, at the end of the book of
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Exodus, Moses and his skilled workmen had finally constructed the Tabernacle as the place
where God would come to meet with his people.
And the Jerusalem Temple, as everyone knew, was the descendant of that Tabernacle. David
had planned it, Solomon had built it, and the Messiah would one day come to it, great David’s
greater Son. Only, it was assumed, he would come to defend it, to build it to an even greater
splendor, to celebrate it as the place where God would live with his people and make them the
greatest nation on earth. And when more appropriate for him to come than Passover time,
when the whole nation came to Jerusalem for the great festival, came to celebrate the Exodus
from Egypt, the time when God had been with his people in the pillar of cloud by day, and fire
by night, protecting them, leading them home to their promised land.
Now that time has come again through this the passover celebration. As Jesus came to
celebrate passover in the Temple, He was shock to discover that the Temple no longer was
the place where God came to meet with His people, a place where heaven and earth came
together. Jesus then began to cleanse the idea of what the Temple is meant to be for the sake
of His Father’s name. Jesus says to His people; “Take these things away; stop making My
Father’s house a place of business.” Jesus is not against business, nor against trade.
However, Jesus is against anything getting in the way of where His Father’s presence dwells.
The religious leaders who saw Jesus in cleaning action, question Jesus’ authority. They said,
“What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?”
Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then
said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” But He
was speaking of the temple of His body. So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples
remembered that He said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had
spoken.
After the death and resurrection of Jesus, the Spirit of God was poured out to all those who
receive Jesus as Lord and Savior. Paul picks up what Jesus was talking about here, and said
that now we are the temple of the Spirit of the Father.
The principles still applies. Nothing is to get in the way of the temple of God, or the place
where heaven and earth now comes together.
How is the Temple of God, you that is? Are you making “business” in Jesus’ Father’s house,
you that is? If so, then turn the Temple of God into the meeting place that God always wanted
it to be in the first place.
Pray with me today;
Teach us, Lord Jesus, what it meant for you, and what it means for us, to live at the
place where heaven and earth meet, and to be ready for the time when you want us to
act.
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Week 3 of Lent Sunday
Let the Glory of God Shine in and
through Me
Psalm 19:1-14
A.
The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. Day to
day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. There is no speech, nor are
there words; their voice is not heard; yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their
words to the end of the world. In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like
a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with joy. Its rising
is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; and nothing is hidden from its
heat.
B.
The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the LORD are sure, making
wise the simple; the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of
the LORD is clear, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; the
ordinances of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than
gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover
by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.
B1.
But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden faults. Keep back your servant also from
the insolent; do not let them have dominion over me. Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of
great transgression.
A1.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O LORD, my
rock and my redeemer.

Psalm 19 is like someone discerning a beautiful painting. In fact, C. S. Lewis described Psalm
19 as the finest poem in the world. You can see why. Read it quickly through, and, instead of
just thinking about the meaning of the individual words, look at the shape of the whole thing.
Psalm 19 is structure as an inversion parallelism (A, B, B1, A1). That means A represent
verses 1 - 6, B represent verses 7 - 11, B1 represent verses 12 - 13, and it is parallel to B. A1
represent verses v.14, and it is parallel to A.
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What message is David trying to communicate to his audiences? David is saying in Psalm 19,
that if God’s handing work is this magnificent, awe inspiring, extremely beautiful, then His law
is beyond the beauty of the created order.
Therefore, the question David is really asking us is this; If God’s glory is shown in the heavens
and throughout His creation, how is His glory shown in the lives of men and women that He
has created in His image?
Psalms 19 falls naturally and elegantly into four sections. We begin with the glorious vista of
the skies: the great dome who’s ever changing face and color announces to the whole world
that the living God is the great and majestic creator. “The heavens are telling the glory of God:”
yes indeed, and it is a peculiar sort of deafness that stops its ears to this resonating voice.
That takes us as far as the middle of verse 4.
But then the poem focuses on the central feature of the heavens: the sun. Here it comes,
striding up into the eastern sky, marching through to high noon with great power and energy
before resolutely dropping down in the West. And the point is in the final line: nothing is hidden
from its heat. If the noiseless voice of the heavens reaches to the ends of the earth, the
powerful heat of the sun penetrates to its inmost depths. These first two sections make up the
first half of the poem.
The meaning of the poem is found in the hinge between its two halves. Standing as they do in
deliberate parallel to one another, they proclaim the most basic of Jewish believes, that the
Creator God is also the God of Israel, and vice versa.
So, we saw that in the first half that creation celebrates the glory of God. In the second of the
Psalm verses 7 - 14, celebrates the special relationship between the creator God and His
people Israel, the ‘covenant’ whose charter is the law, the Torah. This, too, falls into two
subsections. The first (verses 7–10) explores the wonderful and subtle teaching of the Torah,
while the second (verses 11–14) applies this to the individual worshipper, the ‘I’ of the Psalm.
I want simply to concentrate on the second half (vs.1-6). In verses 7–10 (the celebration of
Torah), the poet reflects on every aspect of the law: law itself, then “decrees,” “precepts,”
“commandment,” “fear” (i.e. reverence), and “ordinances” or “judgments.” Torah as a whole is
designed, he says, to penetrate, like the sun’s heat, down into every aspect of the personality:
the breathing life itself (‘soul’), the understanding mind that needs wisdom, the heart that
needs to be cheered up, the eye that needs to see clearly how things stand in the world and
which way to go.
Verse 9 introduces a slightly different angle. The “fear” of the Lord is the overall reverence that
the obedient person displays, a reverence that produces an inner purity of cleanness that,
because it has been rinsed free from all pollutants, is incorruptible, “enduring forever.” And the
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“judgment” or “ordinances” of the Lord are the more public standards and rules by which a
society will be well ordered, with justice firmly in place.
However, it is the individual upon whom the emphasis then falls in the final verses, giving us a
fitting place to rest the mind as we journey through Lent. Lent. Precisely because the human
heart is so deep and many-sided, a wise worshipper reflects in humility that, left to ourselves,
we cannot guarantee that God’s loving provision has in fact penetrated, like the sun’s heat, to
every corner of our personality. If there are hidden faults, flaws deep down in our character,
they need to be dealt with. If there is residual pride, it must be held firmly in check (verse 13).
The Psalm closes with the verse that many other preachers use at the start of sermons, but
that should also be applied to the whole of one’s life, as a summary of where we should be and
who we should be. The words we speak, and the thoughts deep in our hearts, are the most
reliable indicators of who we really are. And our prayer should be, with the Psalmist, that those
words and thoughts will be acceptable to God, to the creator and covenant God, the “rock,”
God the creator, the firm ground upon which we stand, and “redeemer,” God the rescuer, the
covenant God, the giver of the law. We who know the creator God in the face of Jesus Christ
and the power of his Spirit should have no difficulty in recognizing that both creation and
covenant are fulfilled in that great gift, and no hesitation in praying this Psalm, in its full sweep
and its tiny details, in gratitude and love to the Father, Son and Spirit.
Pray with me today;
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, creator and redeemer,
giver of life and love and wisdom and light.
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Day 18 of Lent
God’s Ways versus Human Traditions
Mark 7:1-13
The Pharisees and some of the scribes gathered around Jesus when they had come from
Jerusalem, and had seen that some of His disciples were eating their bread with impure hands,
that is, unwashed. (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they carefully wash
their hands, thus observing the traditions of the elders; and when they come from the market
place, they do not eat unless they cleanse themselves; and there are many other things which
they have received in order to observe, such as the washing of cups and pitchers and copper
pots.) The Pharisees and the scribes *asked Him, “Why do Your disciples not walk according to
the tradition of the elders, but eat their bread with impure hands?”
And He said to them, “Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: ‘This people
honors Me with their lips, But their heart is far away from Me. ‘But in vain do they worship Me,
Teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.’ Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to
the tradition of men.”
He was also saying to them, “You are experts at setting aside the commandment of God in
order to keep your tradition. For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘He who
speaks evil of father or mother, is to be put to death’; but you say, ‘If a man says to his father or
his mother, whatever I have that would help you is Corban (that is to say, given to God),’ you no
longer permit him to do anything for his father or his mother; thus invalidating the word of God
by your tradition which you have handed down; and you do many things such as that.”

Growing up in New Zealand you come to understand how the native people of New Zealand,
Maori people, were fiercely protective of their culture, their traditions and way of life, and hardly
surprising. The Jews in Jesus’ time were just as fierce in protecting their way of life from the
Greek-Roman influence. This fierce protection for the Jews in the time of Jesus, was spotted in
the heightening of the laws and codes of personal purity and hygiene. For Maori people, it was
their language, music and art.
Obviously a certain amount of hand-washing makes sense in any culture. But the Jews
elevated hand-washing to an art form, and did their best to enforce it, more because of what it
symbolized than because of a concern of personal health. But, it seems that Jesus and his
followers chose to ignore the rules. As with sabbath observance, they cut clean through it.
This raises two issues. First, what is the status of the traditions that the Pharisees were trying
to insist upon? Second, what then is the nature of true purity? The present passage focuses on
the first, the next one on the second.
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In the present passage, Jesus deals with the underlying question: by what right are the
Pharisees adding their traditions on top of what scripture itself says? In fact, Jesus counterattacks; instead of defending himself and his followers against the charge of impurity, he
accuses the Pharisees of inventing traditions that actually undermine the law itself. The
example he gives is of a neat dodge that excuses a person from financial obligations to
parents. Over the generations the Pharisees, and their successors the rabbis, developed a
great deal of subtle ‘case law’, designed to make the official Torah more practical but in some
instances, it seems, actually undermining its original intention.
The original law is to honor your parents, but the traditions of the Jews prevented young
people from honoring their parents. The Jewish traditions states that; ‘If a man says to his
father or his mother, whatever I have that would help you is Corban, that is to say given to
God, “you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or his mother” (v.12). This not only
dishonors the parents but, as Jesus said, “Thus invalidating the word of God by your tradition
which you have handed down . . .” (v.13).
All this is basic to understanding what Jesus was doing, and what Mark is saying. But of
course the same issues resonate through church life in every age. Are we paying attention to
the foundational principles of our faith? Or are we allowing all kinds of extra traditions to grow
up around them, which might actually undermine some of those foundation principles
themselves? This is an old problem, but one that every generation needs to address afresh.
Pray with me today;
Grant us, gracious Lord, the wisdom to discern which of our customs and habits are
genuine expressions of our true faith and which are mere human inventions.
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Day 19 of Lent
What Makes Us Clean and Unclean
Mark 7:14-23
The Heart of Man
After He called the crowd to Him again, He began saying to them, “Listen to Me, all of you, and
understand: there is nothing outside the man which can defile him if it goes into him; but the
things which proceed out of the man are what defile the man. [If anyone has ears to hear, let
him hear.”]
When he had left the crowd and entered the house, His disciples questioned Him about the
parable. And He *said to them, “Are you so lacking in understanding also? Do you not
understand that whatever goes into the man from outside cannot defile him, because it does not
go into his heart, but into his stomach, and is eliminated?” (Thus He declared all foods clean.)
And He was saying, “That which proceeds out of the man that is what defiles the man. For from
within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders,
adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride
and foolishness. All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.”

The Jewish story of the Maccabean martyrs, two centuries before Jesus, seven brothers who
refused to submit to the Syrian megalomaniac king, Antiochus Epiphanes, who in his efforts to
enforce his kind of paganism on the Jews did his best to make Jews abandon their food laws,
and the most obvious feature, was eating pork. One noble old man, forced to open his mouth
to receive the forbidden food, spat it out again as they tortured him to death.
By the time of Jesus, the Maccabean martyrs, and other Jewish stories like it reminded the
Jewish people to remain vigilant in keeping themselves clean from eating unclean food. With
that picture in mind, we can appreciate why Jesus had to go into the house, away from the
crowd, before he could explain one of his most cryptic sayings;
That which proceeds out of the man that is what defiles the man.

The logic of this statement is so powerful, that it will radically change the way followers of
Christ will view and understand what it means to be clean and unclean. Watch how this logic
works. First, Jesus declares that nothing that goes in through the mouth can make someone
genuinely ‘unclean’ in any deeply significant sense. Second, he explains this a little further:
food, of whatever sort, simply goes in at one end and out at the other. This saying, too, is still
cryptic, needing (like lots of rabbinic sayings needed) one more move to make it explicit. So,
third, Mark adds his extra note. “Result,” he says: “all foods are clean.”
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What’s Jesus saying now? He hasn’t abolished the distinction between clean and unclean. He
hasn’t said purity doesn’t matter. It’s simply that he has a far deeper, far more radical idea of
what purity is. Outward purity, e.g., washing the hands, not eating certain foods, is simply a
signpost to the real thing. Don’t mistake the signpost, he is saying, for the reality. I’ve come to
give you the reality.
The reality is that; “What makes someone unclean is what comes out of them, out of people’s
hearts.” He lists the things he has in mind, and a sad, sordid array it makes, immorality, theft,
murder, greed, envy and the rest. This is the ultimate standard. God always wanted humans to
be genuine humans; greed, pride and the other things corrupt and destroy that genuine
humanness, as we all know if we stop to think about it for a minute. If Jesus had simply said,
‘Well, no more rules, do what comes naturally,’ what we would have ‘done naturally’ is, alas, a
lot of those things: adultery, treachery, and so on.
According to Jesus’ first followers, like Paul, the things that make us unclean is so dangerous
to ourselves, our families, our societies and our nations that it must be put to death. And as we
journey through this Lent period, reflect on your hearts and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal
anything unclean in you, so you can get rid of them through repentance in Jesus our Lord and
Savior.
Pray with me today;
Give us courage, gracious Lord, to follow you, this Lent and always, on the path that
leads to full purity of heart.
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Day 20 of Lent
Persistent in Prayer for God’s Future
Mark 7:24-30
The Syrophoenician Woman
Jesus got up and went away from there to the region of Tyre. And when He had entered a
house, He wanted no one to know of it; yet He could not escape notice.
But after hearing of Him, a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately came
and fell at His feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of the Syrophoenician race. And she kept
asking Him to cast the demon out of her daughter. And He was saying to her, “Let the children
be satisfied first, for it is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” But she
answered and *said to Him, “Yes, Lord, but even the dogs under the table feed on the children’s
crumbs.” And He said to her, “Because of this answer go; the demon has gone out of your
daughter.” And going back to her home, she found the child flying on the bed, the demon having
left.

I remember visiting a ministry in one of the Asian countries. My hosts decided to take me out to
the city for dinner. They didn’t have a place in mind, but we were going to explore the city, and
then find a place to eat. I remember walking by a restaurant that looked interesting from
foreign eyes, but with sharp respond, my host said; “It’s not our sort of place.”
When you heard that story, what did you think? I know what was going on in my mind. The
phrase “not our sort” did meant “they’re up-market, nose-in-the-air, money-to-burn sort of
people, they would think they’re too good for the likes of us?” Or did it meant, the place was
too scruffy, and loud, or the food was not high end for their wonderful guest.
One way or another, almost all human beings find that they’re comfortable with certain types of
people, people usually pretty much like themselves: similar background, culture, habits and so
on. This is natural and normal. The question is, what should we do when we’re at a boundary?
How should we behave towards people who are significantly different from us?
In Jesus’ time, Judaism presents a special case of this problem. The Jews were very
conscious of their status as God’s chosen people. Centuries, of actually being hated,
persecuted, overrun, sneered at and generally ill-treated by the rest of the world had hardened
their sense of God’s choice into a solid wall, an invisible steel fence around their national
identity. Foreigners were off limits. You could perhaps do business with them, but you couldn’t
eat with them. They will pass by your restaurant and say; “It’s not our sort of place.”
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The peculiar thing about this story, it appeared that Jesus was sharing this viewpoint, and as a
Jew, He was expected to share and act out that viewpoint in his life.
Mark recounts that a Greek woman from a Syrophoenician race, whose daughter had an
“unclean spirit immediately came and fell at [Jesus’] feet.” The woman kept asking Jesus to
“cast the demon out of her daughter.” Jesus said to the woman, it’s not good to take the
children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” Dogs! Yes, that’s a word Jews regularly used to
refer to non-Jews in Jesus’ times.
So, what was going on? Why on earth did Jesus seem to share this, to us, this viewpoint? The
answer, unusually for a gospel question, is provided by the Apostle Paul. In summing up the
argument of his greatest letter, he declares that God’s plan in sending the Messiah was a plan
conceived in two quite distinct stages. First, the Messiah had to come to God’s ancient people,
Israel. Remember Israel, had to be rescued from their 490 years of Exile. They had to hear the
message of the kingdom first. But then, as the ancient prophets and Psalms had often
declared, once God had fulfilled His promises to Israel in sending their king, Jesus the
Messiah, then, and only then! The non-Jewish nations would be brought in. This is how Paul
puts it:
The Messiah became a servant of the circumcised people in order to demonstrate the
truthfulness of God – that is, to confirm the promises to the patriarchs, and to bring the
nations to praise God for his mercy’ (Romans 15.8–9).
First, the Jews, then the Gentiles. Even Paul, who celebrated his own calling as “apostle to the
Gentiles,” knew very well that he was part of Phase Two of the kingdom plan, not Phase One.
And Jesus was conscious, here and elsewhere, that his urgent task was to implement Phase
One. So when he found himself in non-Jewish territory, perhaps he had gone there deliberately
to let the fuss over purity (verses 1–23) quieten down a bit, he did his best to stay hidden. He
hadn’t come to tell the nations that Israel’s God was their king. That would be someone else’s
job. He had come to tell God’s people that God was establishing his long awaited kingdom
through his own work.
So it isn’t the case, as some people have rather absurdly suggested, that Jesus was here
simply repeating standard Jewish prejudices, and that this Gentile woman shook him out of
them with her clever repartee. On the contrary, she affirms the special status of the Jewish
people, and accepts that any blessing that will come to non-Jews will be a spillover from what
the one true God is doing for them.
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What Jesus was caught by surprise by, was the faith and knowledge of this Gentile women,
just like the centurion who also showed great faith in Matthew 8. These Gentiles knew that
Jesus was the center of God’s future arriving in the present, so that the healing of this child
was a bit of God’s future, the time when the Gentiles would come in, arriving in the present.
That of course is now what we too long for and pray for day by day; that the joy, the justice, the
love, the rescuing and restoring power of God’s ultimate future would come into our lives
ahead of time, right now, today. We learn, in our weakness and continuing frailty, that we can’t
have it all right away. We still await God’s full new creation. But, like the woman, we should
pester God in prayer to give us, in the present, as much as is possible of that future right now.
Lent is a good time to rediscover the habit of persistence in prayer, of not talking an apparent
‘no’ for a final answer.
Pray with me today;
Draw us deeper, gracious Lord, into your purposes and your plans, so that we may
learn to pray energetically for the good things you have in store for us.
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Day 21 of Lent
The Blind and Those Who Can See
God at Work
Mark 8:22-30
And they *came to Bethsaida. And they *brought a blind man to Jesus and *implored Him to
touch him. Taking the blind man by the hand, He brought him out of the village; and after
spitting on his eyes and laying His hands on him, He asked him, “Do you see anything?” And he
looked up and said, “I see men, for I see them like trees, walking around.” Then again He laid
His hands on his eyes; and he looked intently and was restored, and began to see everything
clearly. And He sent him to his home, saying, “Do not even enter the village.”
Peter’s Confession of Christ
Jesus went out, along with His disciples, to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way He
questioned His disciples, saying to them, “Who do people say that I am?” They told Him, saying,
“John the Baptist; and others say Elijah; but others, one of the prophets.” And He continued by
questioning them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter *answered and *said to Him, “You are
the Christ.” And He warned them to tell no one about Him.

I had always struggle in English Literature lessons at school. I often didn’t understand the
stories that we were studying, well, for one thing, they were not only stories from another
culture, but they were stories from another culture, and from another time period all together.
But what finally helped me, was what a wise teacher once told me. First, understand the big
overacting story, then from there interpret the different parts of that story, versus, looking at the
smaller parts of the story and add our own conclusions to it.
I suspect that this is why the Gospel can be misunderstood by our modern minds. In this
particular passage of Mark’s Gospel, the overarching narrative is that God is fulfilling His
covenant through His Son, who is becoming the Messiah, the saving King, the Christ.
Now, in Mark 8:22-30, in order to understand Peter’s confession of Christ, we have to
understand the healing in Mark 8:22-26. Jesus’ healing of the man’s eyes was in two stages.
First, he put spittle on his eyes, laid his hands on him, and asked him if he could see anything.
“I can see people,” the man said, “but they look like trees walking about.” Halfway there, in
other words, but needing a second touch. And Jesus, having led him out of the village in order
to do this healing, told him to go back home but not to go into the village itself. For some
reason this had to be done in secret, and was supposed to stay in secret.
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Now we go to Peter’s confession of Christ which is parallel to the healing of the blind man.
First, the blind man represents, literally, the blindness of Israel towards God’s presence and
His work among them through His Son. The only one can save them was among them, God’s
very presence was among them, proof of God’s work was done before them, yet they could not
see, understand and accept God. Second, the first touch on the blind man’s eyes; “Who are
people saying that I am?” Back comes the answer, reminding us of the people appearing like
trees walking around, in other words, halfway there but not yet in clear focus: Peter said, “John
the Baptist; or, some say, Elijah; or, others say, one of the prophets.” Nice try. But this gives us
an indication of how people perceived Jesus and his works. All these prophets were prophets
who perform powerful and might acts. So, Jesus wasn’t a quiet and soft spoken prophet as
some people today make Him out to be.
But then the second question, with Herod and Caesar in the background, “What about you?
Who do you say I am?” “You’re the Messiah,” says Peter. It comes like a thunderclap, opening
the skies with a flash. Mark’s reader has known all along, of course, because of the voice at
the baptism. But Jesus was so different from the messiahs of popular imagination. He was a
healer, not a military leader. He spoke about forgiveness, not revenge. He was challenging
and redefining Israel’s ancient symbols, not reinforcing them.
What blinds us to see God and His work among us?
We will do ourselves a favor if we were to heed Jesus’ Parable of the Sower. What blinds us
are first, “rocky places,” the one who hear and seed God at work, but because he/she has not
“firm root” thus he/she will easily fall way because of affliction or persecution. Second, the
“thorns” will also cause us to be blind to God and His work in renewing His creation. The
“worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word,” and it will not only cause
us to be unfruitful, but also cause us to be blind to God’s work among us.
But what makes see God and His redemption work among us and in our communities? What
Jesus calls “good soil” which leads one to “hear the world and understand it” then he/she goes
on and bear much fruits for the Kingdom of God. Lent is time where we prepare the soil, be
heal, like this blind man, and go on to the world to confess that Jesus is the Messiah, and that
God is doing His redeeming, reconciliation, and healing work in His Creation.
Pray with me today;
Lord Jesus, king of the world, rule in our hearts, our countries, our world with the
healing power of your love.
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Day 22 of Lent
The Transfiguration of God’s
Beloved Son
Mark 9:2-13
Six days later, Jesus *took with Him Peter and James and John, and *brought them up on a
high mountain by themselves. And He was transfigured before them; and His garments became
radiant and exceedingly white, as no launderer on earth can whiten them. Elijah appeared to
them along with Moses; and they were talking with Jesus. Peter *said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is
good for us to be here; let us make three tabernacles, one for You, and one for Moses, and one
for Elijah.” For he did not know what to answer; for they became terrified. Then a cloud formed,
overshadowing them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is My beloved Son, listen to
Him!” All at once they looked around and saw no one with them anymore, except Jesus alone.
As they were coming down from the mountain, He gave them orders not to relate to anyone
what they had seen, until the Son of Man rose from the dead. They seized upon that statement,
discussing with one another what rising from the dead meant. They asked Him, saying, “Why is
it that the scribes say that Elijah must come first?” And He said to them, “Elijah does first come
and restore all things. And yet how is it written of the Son of Man that He will suffer many things
and be treated with contempt? But I say to you that Elijah has indeed come, and they did to him
whatever they wished, just as it is written of him.”

I remember when I first spoke on live Radio in New Zealand, I wasn’t nervous at first. But when
I heard my voice, saying things that I wasn’t planning to say on National Radio, that’s when I
became very nervous knowing that my dad and family were listening from the side.
I imagine that’s how it was for Peter in this story, when his tongue disconnected from his brain
for a moment in the face of one of the most extraordinary sights described anywhere in the
Bible, or most other books for that matter. I can imagine Peter re-reading this with Jesus and
the rest of the Disciples laughing and giving each other high fives. At least that’s what happen
when I got home, instead of me laughing, my family were laughing giving each other high fives,
and pointing at me.
Mark did help out his follow brother, apologizing on his behalf, stating in verse 6, the reason
why Peter was acting funny, was because he was “terrified.” Mark recounts this event by first
Peter wanting to build tabernacles for Jesus, Moses and Elijah. The idea of building
“tabernacles” wasn’t a reflection of the fact that it would be cold and dark before too long and
that somehow Jesus, Elijah and Moses would need somewhere to stay. The “tabernacles”
were an echo of the ancient Israelite custom of living in makeshift shelters, “booths” or
“tabernacles,” as part of one of the festivals that commemorated the Exodus from Egypt. So
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perhaps the connection in Peter’s frightened, muddled mind was a realization that this was one
of those great God-moments, like the time when Moses went up the mountain and came down
with his face shining from talking with God.
Second, Mark records that in verse 7, a “cloud formed overshadowing them, and a voice came
out of the cloud; ’”This is My beloved Son, listen to Him!” What does this all mean? The
meaning seems to be a confirmation of all that has gone before at the end of Chapter 8. Yes,
Jesus really is the Messiah. Yes, the path he is now treading, the path that will lead to the
cross, really is the right, God-given way by which he must come into his kingdom, by which he
will be obedient to the plan of the one who addresses him, as at the baptism, as his beloved
son (vs.7). And yes, all this is happening not as an odd or bizarre occurrence, detached from
the long and noble tradition of the prophets and the law, but entirely in line with Elijah and with
Moses himself.
The Disciples at this point began discussing among themselves trying to make sense of this. In
order for us to make sense of this, we need to get back to, as what Paul would say, the
“Scripture.” So, as the Disciples came down the mountain, about “Elijah coming first.”
According to Malachi 4, God will send the prophet Elijah back to the people to prepare them for
what? For his own coming. As in Malachi 3.1, the messenger prepares the way for Yahweh
himself, Israel’s God, to return to his people. What the disciples still can’t get their minds
around is the possibility that the living God might come back in and as a human being, in and
as this Jesus they have been following, the Jesus they have just declared to be God’s
Messiah. But Elijah has already come and gone; Jesus was referring, of course, to John the
Baptist. The one who now comes is Israel’s Messiah, and more than Israel’s Messiah, God
Himself.
Some Christian traditions have done their best to screen out the notion of transfiguration
altogether: just a fantasy, they think, a projection of a deeply felt spirituality. Others, such as
the Eastern Orthodox churches, have gone the other way, and have insisted that if God’s own
spirit is at work in his people then we ought to expect transformation, transfiguration, to be
taking place in all kinds of ways. It will be unexpected, of course, but in the Christian life we are
taught to expect the unexpected. It will be incomprehensible, even, just as the disciples found
Jesus’ command not to tell anyone until he had risen from the dead. But if we discovered a
faith with nothing unexpected or incomprehensible, nothing to shake us from our cosy normal
existence and assumptions, we could be fairly sure that it wasn’t the real thing.
Pray with me today;
Let the light of your presence, gracious Lord, shine upon us, and through us, that your
love may illuminate the dark places of our lives, and of the whole world.
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Day 23 of Lent
The Love of God Satisfied
John 3:14-21
As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; so
that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the
world, but that the world might be saved through Him. He who believes in Him is not judged; he
who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God. This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men
loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. For everyone who does evil
hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But he
who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been
wrought in God.”

“On the cross, when Jesus died,” goes the hymn, “the wrath of God was satisfied.” I am not a
musician nor a hymn writer, but I would change the last part of this hymn in order to be align
with John 3. Here is what I would change; “On the cross, when Jesus died, the [love] of God
was satisfied.” God’s wrath, is an aspect of his love, it is because God loves human beings
with a steady, unquenchable passion that he hated Apartheid, that he hates torture, and
cluster bombs, that he loathes slavery, that his wrath is relentless again the rich who oppress
the poor. The logic goes, that if God is not angry against these and so many other distortions
of our human vocation, then He is not loving. And how has God decided to deal with all that
evil? Love!
How does the sending of the Son deal with evil? John’s whole gospel is his larger scale
answer to this question, and unless we read the entire book with this in mind we will miss the
point. But in John 3:14-15, we are given a very cryptic clue; “As Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; so that whoever believes will in Him
have eternal life.”
The story that John is referring to is told in Numbers 21. The Israelites grumbled, as they did
throughout their journey to the promise land, and God allowed a plague of poisonous snakes
to come and attacked them. As people were dying from the snakebites, God commanded
Moses to make a bronze replica of a serpent and put it on a pole, urging the people to look at
this uplifted snake and live.
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The point of this story in Numbers 21, and the cryptic message of John 3:14-15, is that God
has provided a remedy to the dire problem we face. What John is pointing out to his readers is
whether we have the faith to believe in God’s remedy to the problem of death and evil. John
states that if you do believe in God’s remedy, like the desperate Israelites in Numbers 21, and
look to the “Son of Man” who will be “lifted up” and “believe” in Him will not only be saved from
evil and death, but will have more, “eternal life.”
The question the audience then asks John is; Why? Why would God want to save me, or the
world. John’s answer is stated in his one hymn in John 3:16-18;
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the
world, but that the world might be saved through Him. He who believes in Him is not judged; he
who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God.

The reason why God wants to save us is because of His love for all of creation. This love of
God was made known through His covenant with Abraham and Israel, and now is going to be
fulfilled in, “His only begotten Son.” The reason why God wants to save the world is not so that
His wrath needs to be satisfy. Instead is that His is made known in and through His Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Further John states that; “God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that
the world might be saved through Him.” These are not the action of an angry revengeful God.
John goes on declassify his statement in verse 14 saying; “He who believes in Him is not
judged, but he who does not believe has been judge already, because he has not believe in
the name of the only begotten Son of God.”
John tells us, during this Lent period, to look at the son of man, lifted up for you on the cross.
Therefore, think the unthinkable, this is how much God loved the World. Believe; trust and
share, already, in the present time, the life God’s new age.
Pray with me today;
Thank you, Father, for your boundless and lavish love. Help me to sing John’s hymn
this lent as my worship, and as my mission of calling others to look to you; “On the
cross, when Jesus died, the [love] of God was satisfied.”
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Week 4 of Lent Sunday
Cultivating a Thankful Heart
Psalm 107:1-3,
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. Let the
redeemed of the Lord say so, Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the adversary And
gathered from the lands, From the east and from the west, From the north and from the south.

Psalm 107:17-22
Fools, because of their rebellious way, And because of their iniquities, were afflicted. Their soul
abhorred all kinds of food, And they drew near to the gates of death. Then they cried out to the
Lord in their trouble; He saved them out of their distresses.
He sent His word and healed them, And delivered them from their destructions. Let them give
thanks to the Lord for His lovingkindness, And for His wonders to the sons of men! Let them
also offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, And tell of His works with joyful singing.

I encourage you to read the whole Psalm and then come back to the verses I have chosen for
us above. I know we live in an age of snippets, WhatsApp and taking many of these verses out
of context.
What you will find reading underneath Psalm 107 is the glorious theology of who God is; the
theology of God the creator, God the life-giver, God the rescuer. This is God’s world,
mysterious though that often seems. Those who find themselves lost and in danger, whether
through their own fault or not, need to shout out to their maker for help. Help will not always
come in the way we want or expect. Sometimes it may seem as though nothing has changed.
But with that cry for help the world tilts a fraction back forwards its proper balance, and ways
forward can be found, even though people are then left, as in the last ten verses, to reflect
wisely on the larger interconnectedness of human behavior and the power of God.
The particular passage we will focus on reading today, the first three verses and then verse 17
- 22, highlight thankfulness. Psalms 107:1-3, invites us to give thanks to the Lord for his
deliverance. But how often do we sometimes feel that most of our troubles are self-inflicted.
Sometimes, I get the sense that; “well you brought this upon yourself, didn’t you!” Though this
may be from time to time, the good news is, of course, is that “while we were still sinners the
Messiah died for us” (Romans 5:8).
Many of us know this in theory; we all need to be surprised by it in practice, again and again.
Yes, some of us need to hear, you are in this mess because you knowingly chose to do this,
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and that. The warning signs were there and you ignored them. So what? God is the creator,
and he is also the rescuer. He takes special delight in rescuing the totally undeserving. When
he does that, his love and grace are on display all the more powerfully.
The earliest Christians would have spotted, in Psalm 107:20, a clear anticipation of the
message of John’s gospel. “He sent out his word and healed them.” Thus John proclaims that
the; “Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth . . . For of His fullness we have all received,
and grace upon grace” (John 1:14,16).
Lent is a season where we pause, give thanks to the Creator of the world, for his glorious work
through His Son, that we now can receive love and truth, and “grace upon grace.”
Pray with me today;
Be present, merciful and powerful God, to all those who are in despair or desolation this
day. May they know your rescuing power, and give you thanks.
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Day 25 of Lent
A Child: The Symbol of how God wants
His People to Lead
Mark 9:33-41
They came to Capernaum; and when He was in the house, He began to question them, “What
were you discussing on the way?” But they kept silent, for on the way they had discussed with
one another which of them was the greatest. Sitting down, He called the twelve and *said to
them, “If anyone wants to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.” Taking a child, He set
him before them, and taking him in His arms, He said to them, “Whoever receives one child like
this in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me does not receive Me, but Him who sent
Me.”
Dire Warnings
John said to Him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we tried
to prevent him because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not hinder him, for there is
no one who will perform a miracle in My name, and be able soon afterward to speak evil of Me.
For he who is not against us is for us. For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because of
your name as followers of Christ, truly I say to you, he will not lose his reward.

Prior to Mark 9:33, Jesus was teaching His disciples about the Kingdom of God, “The Son of
Man,” Jesus taught, “is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and when
He has been killed, He will rise three days later.” It is obvious in Mark 9:33-44 that the disciple
had no clue what Jesus was talking about in verse 31-32.
The sign that they didn’t get Jesus’ teaching was that they were arguing on the road as to, yes,
which of them was ‘the greatest.’ If they don’t understand plain speech, ‘the “son of man” is to
be given over into human hands’, and so on, maybe they’ll understand a symbol. Jesus takes
a “child,” and “set him before them.” Why a child? Well a child doesn’t really care about power,
and money, and authority. The child just wants to be, utterly presence in the moment, utterly
unconcerned about tomorrow, and about status, about hierarchy.
What, after all, would ‘greatness’ in God’s kingdom look like? Wouldn’t it mean being the sort
of person through whom God’s powerful presence would become real? Wasn’t that what had
happened back at the start of Chapter 6 when they went out and healed people and
announced that God was becoming king?
Well, yes. But if you want to know how God’s powerful presence comes most easily into the
world, go and welcome a child in Jesus’ name. You will be welcoming Jesus himself and, by
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doing so, you will be welcoming “the one who sent me”, the Father (verse 37). Here is, as it
were, the hot line into the powerful presence of God. It isn’t a matter of senior, seasoned
leaders going off with their noses in the air and making it all happen. It’s a matter of the least of
all, the servant of all, being the greatest.
And with this lesson in mind, we can now understand the next lesson. John told Jesus, that
someone was “casting out demons in Your name.” So, “we tried to prevent him because he
was not following.” But Jesus said to the disciples, “do not hinder him, for there is no one who
will perform a miracle in My name, and be able soon afterward to speak evil of Me.”
The Church can be like the disciples at time. How many times have we try to “prevent” others
from doing kind works in the name of Jesus? I remember a friend who was not a Christian,
prayed in Jesus’ name for a couple of his friends every day. He didn’t believe in Jesus, but he
knew that Jesus existed. Very soon, this friend accepted Jesus as his Lord and Savior, and his
friends also came to accept Jesus their as Lord and Savior. But prior to his salvation he
strongly believed that Jesus will answer his prayers.
Jesus said there will be people who, may not be following or be part of us that will do works of
mercies, and even perform miracle in Jesus’ name. The point here is not that these people are
following us, but doing things in the name of Jesus. Those people, will not be against us,
instead they will be for us.
Jesus then tells His disciples; “For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because of your
name as followers of Christ, truly I say to you, he will not lose his reward.” Again the key is
doing it in the “name of Jesus.” But above all, Mark reminds us in this passage there are
powerful evil forces on rampage with fierce spiritual warfare to try to destroy God’s people.
Jesus tells us all, not to focus on these powerful evil forces, instead we are to look at a child,
whom seem for Jesus, embodies His kind of humility without desiring for power. In the
kingdom of God, power will never be the tool to fight the battle. Instead, humility and love is our
weapon against all powers. We will soon see this clearly on the cross.
Pray with me today;
Give us, gracious Lord, the humility to follow wherever you lead, with no thought for our
own status except for that of a servant.

62

Day 26 of Lent
Hardness of Heart:
The Root of all our Problems
Mark 10:1-9
Getting up, He *went from there to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan; crowds
*gathered around Him again, and, according to His custom, He once more began to
teach them.
Some Pharisees came up to Jesus, testing Him, and began to question Him whether it
was lawful for a man to divorce a wife. And He answered and said to them, “What did
Moses command you?” They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of
divorce and send her away.” But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of
heart he wrote you this commandment. But from the beginning of creation, God made
them male and female. For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother, and the
two shall become one flesh; so they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore
God has joined together, let no man

Some Pharisees came up to Jesus in order to test Him. The test was not a theological test, but
a political motivated test. Jesus was in ‘the districts of Judaea across the Joran’ in the territory
of Herod Antipas, who had imprisoned and then excepted John the Baptist for having the
temerity to say that he, Herod, should not have divorced his first wife and then married
Herodias, who in turn divorced Herod’s brother Philip to make the second marriage possible.
The Pharisees knew that Jesus was likely to take a strict line, and that an unguarded word
from Him, suitably reported back to Herod, might do the trick and get rid of Jesus once and for
all. So the Pharisees tested Jesus asking Him “whether it was lawful for a man to divorce a
wife.” Jesus answered, as a typical Jew even today, with a question; “What did Moses
command you?” Jesus Himself was playing His own tricks, and luring the Pharisees into a trap
of His own. They answered Jesus by quoting Deuteronomy 24:1-4; “Moses permitted a man to
write a certificate of divorce and send her away.” Now the trap is complete. Jesus knew that
divorce is an issue, and that Moses had put alternative solution to the problem. The alternative
never dealt with the heart of the problem. Though Jesus would agree with Moses, however,
Jesus was going to take this further down where the foundation, the bedrock; “From the
beginning of creation,” he says, “male and female he made them,” and that’s how it’s to be:
leave, cleave, one flesh. God joins them; humans mustn’t split them up.
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This too, of course, is an appeal to Moses, since the book of Genesis was known as the first
book of Moses. Jesus is not overthrowing Moses. He is merely claiming that with his work, with
the launching of God’s kingdom, a new creation is under way, a creation in which the original
intention can now be fulfilled. What Jesus has done, instead is to take this issue back to the
foundation, the bedrock, of God’s word through Moses.
Jesus then brings it forward and will point out that the only solution to this problem is with his
kingdom-mission where a cure for the hardness of heart will be provided for. In fact, the issue
at the heart of every problem is hardness of heart. To be sure, it isn’t a magic cure. It doesn’t
necessarily work overnight, though there are remarkable cases of dramatic transformation. But
this, as in Mark 7, is the secret at the very centre of so much that Jesus was doing. His
teaching may seem quite unrealistic, to those who still think they are building on the shaky
foundation of the hardened human heart.
In our world today, we don’t see the hardened human heart as the issue to all of our problems.
We tend to focus on a host of other issues. However, the issue of divorce, the issue of evil, the
issue of sin, the issue of idolatry, the issue of disobedience, and much are issues of the heart.
Jesus taught us in Matthew 15:15-20 saying;
But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man. For
out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness,
slanders. These are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashed hands does not
defile the man.”

The hardness of heart, seems to be the soil that allows all kinds of evil to take place in our
hearts. It is that one challenge that Christians have in following Jesus, to getting to know
Jesus, to becoming transform by Jesus, and be use by Jesus for good works. Use this Lent
season to ask Jesus’ Spirit to soften your heart, for His name sake.
Pray with me today;
Renew our hearts, gracious Lord, by the power of your love and your spirit that we may
live as people of new creation.
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Day 27 of Lent
Giving up on the Old World
Mark 10:17-30
As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him,
“Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call
Me good? No one is good except God alone. You know the commandments, ‘Do not murder,
Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your
father and mother.’” And he said to Him, “Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth
up.” Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, “One thing you lack: go and sell all
you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”
But at these words he was saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one who owned
much property.
And Jesus, looking around, *said to His disciples, “How hard it will be for those who are wealthy
to enter the kingdom of God!” The disciples were amazed at His words. But Jesus *answered
again and *said to them, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” They
were even more astonished and said to Him, “Then who can be saved?” Looking at them, Jesus
*said, “With people it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God.”
Peter began to say to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You.” Jesus said,
“Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father
or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, but that he will receive a hundred
times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and
children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life.

Mark’s portrait of the eager young man who ran up and knelt before Jesus was something that
touched the hearts of the Disciples. Here is a well to do young man in the community, who
knelt before Jesus asking for Jesus’ permission to follow him, and Jesus looked at him with
love and led to a step by step process of allowing the young man to see his own heart.
First, Jesus tells the young man that only God is good, and therefore he must follow God by
obeying his commandments. The young man said to Jesus, “Teacher, I have kept all these
things from my youth.” The second step, Jesus fell a love for him and said to young man, “One
thing you lack; go and sell all your possession and give to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven, and then, [only then], come and follow me.” Jesus enable the young man to look
into his heart, and to help him realize that he is not capable to follow him because of his great
wealth. In this moment in the story, there is a sense that Jesus slowly looking around to see if
there is anyone else in the same boat with this young man.
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The third step, Jesus speaks directly to the hearts of the disciples. Jesus said, “How hard it will
be those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!” The disciples were amazed, because
in the time of Jesus, only the rich could afford to give to the temple, buy animals for their
sacrifices, give to the poor and so on. The disciples are thinking, if it’s going to be hard for the
rich to get in, how much harder for us poor focus?
But Jesus points out that God’s Kingdom doesn’t work by ordinary human rules. All things are
possible to God, but that’s just as well because what needs to happen isn’t just difficult, it’s
impossible. God’s kingdom, and the life of the Age to Come, are all about new creation. You
can’t generate them from within the present age. You can’t push your way in by trying a bit
harder, by making a bit more money, by impressing God or Jesus with good resolutions or
even great moral achievements. All of these are like someone climbing up a ladder to try to get
to the moon. Forget it.
God is doing a new thing, and the only way to get there with him is to abandon all pride, all
achievements, all status, all possessions. None of them count for a thing. There will, to be
sure, be compensations. There are many Christians who have discovered the truth of verse
30: having left all their own prospects, they have “homes” in other towns, other lands; they
have brothers and sisters all over the place. That, at its best, is how the global community of
Jesus’ followers really functions. But when God acts he characteristically turns things upside
down. The first will be last and the last first.
Apostle Paul discovered the truth of all this. He had, he said, abandoned all his pride of
upbringing, training, heritage and so on. He lost it all to gain the Messiah (Philippians 3.2–11).
After all, Jesus had ‘loved me and gave himself for me’ (Galatians 2.20).
Now that we know what we know about Jesus and His Kingdom, let me know ask the question
again; “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” The answer is the fourth step,
Jesus was trying to teach the young man, first get rid of the idols in your heart, and Jesus will
give you eternal life. Everything is possible in and through Jesus.
Pray with me today;
Give us courage, gracious Lord, to see what’s getting in the way of our total
commitment to you, and to give it up so that we may share your life, now and always.
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Day 28 of Lent
To Serve or to be Serve
Mark 10:35-45
James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, *came up to Jesus, saying, “Teacher, we want You
to do for us whatever we ask of You.” 36 And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for
you?” They said to Him, “Grant that we may sit, one on Your right and one on Your left, in Your
glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the
cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” They said to Him,
“We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you shall drink; and you shall be
baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized. 40 But to sit on My right or on My left, this is
not Mine to give; but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”
Hearing this, the ten began to feel indignant with James and John. Calling them to Himself,
Jesus *said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them; and their great men exercise authority over them. But it is not this way among you,
but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to
be first among you shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but
to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

One of the most frustrating part of booking an airline ticket is not getting the seats you want.
When the boys were young, I remember trying to book a seat on the plane for the four us to
seat together. However, there were no four empty seats, they were all reserve. I wonder this is
how James and John’s mother felt when Jesus told her that the seats on his right and left have
been taken, in fact they weren’t his to give in the first place.
What did Jesus mean? They were thinking, of course, of something approaching royal thrones.
Jesus would be in the middle, and they would be on either side of him: the Galileans have
come to town, Zebedee’s boys have made it to the top at last! Now we’ll sort things out –
especially those people who have been getting in the way, trying to stop Jesus launching his
kingdom. We’ll show them! (Compare Luke 9.54.) And, who knows? – Jesus wasn’t married,
so when his time came to pass on, someone would have to take over.
Dream on, thunder-boys. You haven’t been listening. ‘Can you drink the cup I’m going to
drink? Can you receive the baptism I’m going to receive?’ Their answer ought to make us
gasp. No problem, boss, they say. Of course we can. We’re up for anything. They still don’t
realize what they’re saying. Yes, says Jesus, maybe you will share my cup and my baptism.
But sitting at my right and my left … and the passage goes on to wider applications.
What James and John are missing in their understanding is that, Jesus is going to die a death,
not simply to be a hero and that his name will live on forever. Jesus is going to die a death that
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by which he becomes king, and hence, since the two are intimately bound up with one another,
the means by which God becomes king. This is how, as Jesus said in Mark 9:1, God’s
kingdom will come ‘with power,’ but it is a power that, as Paul saw, is utterly redefined.
The redefinition of power is the point of it all. James and John, and the rest of the disciples, are
still thinking as humans think rather than thinking as God things. Jesus said to the disciples,
look around you at our own pagan world, and see how our rulers rule the nations and lord it
over their subjects, and people in position of power boss other people around. That, no doubt,
is what James and John wanted to do, and it’s what a great many people in our world long to
do.
But that isn’t how things work in the kingdom of God. Back, once again, to the lesson which the
disciples had to learn, but still hadn’t learnt, after the encounter with the rich young man. In
God’s kingdom, everything is upside-down, or the right way up. If you want to be great, then
you must prepare to be a “servant.” The one who hands you a fresh cup to drink out of. The
one who cleans up when you’ve finished eating. The one who scrapes the mud off your boots
when you come in from the field. The one you take for granted, who does the things you can’t
be bothered to do. Yes; your servant.
The Greek word for servant is, doulos, which means someone who belongs to another. Paul
understood this when he wrote in Romans 1:1 that he is a “servant of Jesus” and His gospel.
Paul knew that the only way he can become an apostle is through servanthood. He is serving
Jesus and His Gospel, and he is serving the Gentiles and anyone who is not yet worshiping
Jesus as Lord and Savior. Paul did not become the head of this or that Church, instead, he
gave his life in serving his King, by taking His gospel to the four corners of the world.
We know that James and John eventually caught up with Jesus’ kingdom way of life, but the
question for us during this Lent; Have we caught up with Jesus’ way of life? Do we live our
lives from the point of view of a servant? Do we literally serve others, including those who work
to serve us as Domestic Helpers? Do we serve others without wanting a return or a reward?
When Jesus looks at us, does He see servant hearts?
Pray with me today;
Help us, Lord Jesus, servant and savior, to be grasped by your wisdom of God’s new
world, and to follow you in the servant-work through which it is accomplished.
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Day 29 of Lent
Worship - Faith - Sight
Mark 10:46-52
Bartimaeus Receives His Sight
Then they *came to Jericho. And as He was leaving Jericho with His disciples and a large
crowd, a blind beggar named Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the road. When he
heard that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!”
Many were sternly telling him to be quiet, but he kept crying out all the more, “Son of David,
have mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him here.” So they *called the blind
man, saying to him, “Take courage, stand up! He is calling for you.”
Throwing aside his cloak, he jumped up and came to Jesus. 51 And answering him, Jesus said,
“What do you want Me to do for you?” And the blind man said to Him, “Rabboni, I want to regain
my sight!” And Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained
his sight and began following Him on the road.

In Hong Kong, I have seen, sadly, elderly blind beggars on the street begging for money, like
Bartimaus, the son of Timaeus. Bartimaus, has been sitting in the same spot begging for
perhaps most of his youth, and adult life. But there was something different about his day.
Mark writes that Bartimaus “heard” that Jesus was not only in town, but He was walking right
toward His direction. Mark said that there were many people gathering around wanting to see,
touch or hear Jesus’ teaching. But, Bartimaus couldn’t see Jesus, but he used the eyes of his
ears to notice above all the voices, which voice and which direction Jesus was coming from.
Without missing the beat, Bartimaus said something that no one else was saying about Jesus
during this time. Bartimaus, though he was blind, was way ahead of his understanding of who
Jesus was compare to the majority of the crowd who gathered around Jesus. Bartimaus, in a
loud, but joyous, and emotional, exuberant voice cry out saying; “Jesus Son of David, have
mercy on me!”
What Bartimaus was saying is that Jesus, is the promised one from the line of David, the
Messiah that will rescue Israel from her years of Exile, and usher in the Kingdom of God, and
be the light of salvation to the Gentiles.
So, how did the crowd and Jesus respond to Bartimaus? The crowd “sternly” with anger and
annoyance rebuke Bartimaus telling him to “be quiet.” But instead, Bartimaus “kept crying out
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all the more,” says Mark with a smile, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Imagine the
crowd around Jesus, and the noise that was fighting for His attention, yet out of all that noise,
“Jesus stopped and said” to the disciples, “Call him here.” So the disciples told Bartimaus that
Jesus wanted to talk to him.
I love what happens next. Mark describe Bartimaus’ reaction saying, “Throwing aside his
cloak, he jumped up and came to Jesus.” I know for fact, that a blind person doesn’t throw
aside something as important as his cloak. Anyone could come and steal his cloak, the only
thing perhaps he had to keep him warm or cold nights. But there was a sense, that Bartimaus
was putting all his eggs in one basket. He was going to invest all that he had on his encounter
with Jesus, even if it will cost him his cloak.
Jesus then asks Bartimaus, and you during this Lent period this question;
“What do you want Me to do for you?”
Bartimaus said to Jesus; “Rabboni, I want to regain my sight!” Jesus said to him;
“Go; your faith has made you well.”

Immediately Bartimaus regained his sight and began following Him on the road. Why didn’t
anyone else in the crowd come begging Jesus for things they wanted? Why did Jesus only
responded to Bartimaus? What was Bartimaus faith based on? Why was he the only who had
such faith in town?
The one thing we can learn from Bartimaus’ faith that helps us not only to ask Jesus for
healing, but to simply get Jesus’ attention and have a one on one audience with Jesus is,
worship. Bartimaus’ faith comes from his proclamation of who Jesus is; Jesus, Son of David,
the Son of God. In other words, Bartimaus was proclaiming that Jesus is both King of the
world, and the King of heaven. If Jesus is King of the heaven and earth, then I can make such,
and such request, knowing full well that Jesus will heal, us, if not now, then when He returns,
and with Him comes His complete Kingdom.
Pray with me today;
Help us, loving Lord, to be absolutely clear with you about our deepest needs, and to
trust you to lead us on from there wherever you want.
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Day 30 of Lent
The Cost of Worship for the Lost
John 12:20-33
Now there were some Greeks among those who were going up to worship at the feast; these
then came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and began to ask him, saying, “Sir, we
wish to see Jesus.” Philip *came and *told Andrew; Andrew and Philip *came and *told Jesus.
And Jesus *answered them, saying, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone;
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this
world will keep it to life eternal. If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there
My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.
Jesus Foretells His Death
“Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But
for this purpose I came to this hour. Father, glorify Your name.” Then a voice came out of
heaven: “I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.” So the crowd of people who stood by
and heard it were saying that it had thundered; others were saying, “An angel has spoken to
Him.” Jesus answered and said, “This voice has not come for My sake, but for your sakes. Now
judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. And I, if I am lifted up
from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.” But He was saying this to indicate the kind of death
by which He was to die.

It happens all the time in spy movies and TV thrillers. Someone does or says something which,
by itself, seems quite unimportant. But the hero, or perhaps the villain, recognizes that this is
the sign. This is the moment. He or she at once takes the hint and sets off to bring matters to a
head. We watch, realizing that, even though we didn’t know such a sign was coming, we are
now witnessing its effects.
In the way we see the same thing happening with Jesus here. John recounts that, “some
Greeks” who were followers of God, were going to the temple for worship, then they came to
Philip asking for an audience with Jesus. Andrew and Philip than came and told Jesus.
But instead of giving them a ‘yes,’ or ‘no,’ answer Jesus gives them one of those signs, maybe
as an answer to what the Greeks were wanting to ask Jesus, of the reason why He was send
by the Father. What John highlights is, for him, is far more important. This is the moment for
‘the son of man to be glorified,’ for Jesus, in other words, to be ‘lifted up,’ both on the cross
and as the sign to the world, the sign that God’s purpose for Israel is fulfilled and that now it’s
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time for the nations to come in; ‘When I’ve been lifted up from the earth, I will draw all people
to myself’ (verse 32).
May be this is what the Greeks were wanting to ask Jesus. When will the Gentiles come and
worship God with the Jews? But before we get to verse 32, Jesus tells His disciples of what
will it take for Him in order to “draw all people” to himself. Jesus says;
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.

Then Jesus cryptically tells his disciples of what He must do. He says, “unless a grain of wheat
falls into the earth and dies, it remains, alone, but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” The next verse
is a verse, that I think Jesus was reminding Himself what He must do, and how He must
accomplish this. This is what I call a sermon with a one finger pointing to the audience, and
four pointing at the preacher. Jesus said;
He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal. If
anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also; if anyone
serves Me, the Father will honor him.

The only way for Jesus to glorify the Father, and defeat the enemy of the world is by willingly,
and loving give himself up like the grain of wheat which falls into the earth. This troubled
Jesus deeply. He turns from the disciples, and looks directly to the Father, saying;
“Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But
for this purpose I came to this hour. Father, glorify Your name.” (Vs.27-28).

Jesus says to the Father; ‘Father I am willing to glorify Your name.’ The Father in turns
responded, “I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.” The voice of the Father thundered
through the hearts and minds of the crowd shocking them to the core. Jesus then points all
fingers to the crowd, and said; “This voice has not come for My sake, but for your sakes.” Why
for your sake? Because the Father’s judgment is now upon the world, which means the “ruler
of the world” the satan, whom has been in charge ever since Genesis 3. Jesus, said, that
powerless ruler of this world, “will be cast out.” Yes, cast out from where? Cast out from the
world, from all of creation. Why? Because God, the Master, the Owner, the King, the Lord has
return to take back what is His.
How is God going to take back all of His creation? Jesus quotes the image of the “serpent” in
Numbers 21 when God saved the people of Israel from their sins saying; “And I, if I am lifted
up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.” Meaning, the hymn writer puts it well for us; See
the cross, the cross of Jesus, Crimson with His own life’s blood; Thus He died, lest we should
perish, Wondrous love! Thou Son of God. The moments we set eyes on Jesus, on the Cross,
is the moment that we see God’s love displayed for all to receive, the enemy defeated, and the
world set free. That’s the hint, that’s the surprise secret.
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During this Lent journey, pray and look for the hints, the secret signs, in your community, work
places, schools that indicate where God is doing a new work, and prayerfully commit yourself
to bringing forth God’s secret surprise in your places of influences?
Pray with me today;
Lord Jesus Christ, lifted up on the cross, draw us and all the world to follow you, to
serve you, and to glorify God.
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Week 5 of Lent Sunday
Words: The Power to Transform or
to Destroy
Psalm 199:9-16
How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping it according to Your word. With all my
heart I have sought You; Do not let me wander from Your commandments. Your word I have
treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against You.
Blessed are You, O Lord; Teach me Your statutes. With my lips I have told of All the ordinances
of Your mouth. I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, As much as in all riches.
I will meditate on Your precepts And regard Your ways. I shall delight in Your statutes; I shall
not forget Your word.

‘Sticks and stones may break my bones,’ goes the old jingle, ‘but words will never hurt me.’ It’s
a lie. Don’t believe it. Words are far, far more powerful than anything else. A sword can maim
or kill, but only in the crudest of fashions, cutting off life as it was. A word can transform, for
good or ill; it can build up a person’s confidence or pull it down. We are society that do not take
the words of others seriously, unless, they are either experts, or we know them personally and
their character can be trusted. The question of people’s words is a question of character. Can
we trust that individual’s character, before we take them up on their word?
Psalm 199 is a Psalm that Jesus soaked Him in before going to his journey to the cross. It will
remind us of both God’s character, and the power of His Word. We cannot understand Jesus,
the man, and His journey to the cross, unless we soaked ourselves in His Word, alongside of
our Lord Jesus.
This eight-verse stanza, the second in the long poem, divides into three parts. The first (verses
9–11) sees scripture as the key to protection against sin. The third (verses 14–16) celebrates
God’s word and God’s law and announces a determination to make it more and more central
to life. The two verses in the middle (verses 12–13) hold these (as it were) negative and
positive emphases together, praising God publicly for his commandments.
The Biblical vision of life includes, the central component of the development of character. Too
many Christians have allowed themselves to think of their lives in terms of rules, a code of
conduct to be kept. Rules appear external, they impinge on us from the outside. They appear
to cramp our freedom, imposing someone else’s ideas upon us.
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But the Biblical vision of life works quite differently. God’s word, whether the scriptures that the
Psalmist knew or the scriptures that we have today, works on people the way words always
work on people, by getting inside them and transforming them so that they see new
possibilities, find ways of thinking about how they might be different, and gain courage to grow
and change and make new, and previously impossible or unthinkable, decisions.
The Psalmist in verse 105 says that; “[God’s] word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
When God’s word is heard, and comes into our lives we are not squashed into the wrong
shape, instead it gives light to where there is no light within our hearts, and path.
Those first verses are not simply negative words to one who is a sinner. God’s one only desire
is to make sure all lives, especially young men, are to be establish on solid foundation, on the
very Word of God. If we try to follow God while allowing impurity to fester, verse 9, while
wandering off in various odd directions, verse 10, or simply while snapping our fingers in God’s
face and doing what we know he hates, verse 11, we won’t get very far in life. Thus, God’s
word will help us at each one of those points, not by making it impossible for us to go off the
rails but by opening our eyes to see what our actions and choices are really all about.
Then, as in verses 14-16, we will be able to build positively. We will start to take delight in
God’s Word, discovering in it an inexhaustible mine of treasure. We will want to fix our eyes on
it and not let our gaze wander. We will want to commit into the deepest recesses our memory
all that we are learning, so that it becomes part of us, in the way that what we eat and drink
becomes part of us. This is how Christian character is formed.
Then, holding it all together, we will want to praise God, verse 12, and then, looking outwards,
we will want to make public declaration of what his word is doing. Then we, too, will be
contributing, in ways we cannot begin to imagine, to the same process in other people’s lives.
Our words, too, shaped and energized by God’s words, will become part of God’s work in
guiding, warning, encouraging and building up God’s people. A never ending, outward moving,
spiral of grace. Jesus, on His way to the cross, stood at the heart of that spiral. The character
that is formed by scripture is the character that follow him wherever he goes.
Pray with me today;
Blessed are You, O Lord; Teach me Your statutes. With my lips I have told of All the
ordinances of Your mouth. I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, As much as in
all riches. I will meditate on Your precepts And regard Your ways. I shall delight in Your
statutes; I shall not forget Your Word.
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Day 32 of Lent
The Fruitless Fig Tree:
Temple without Fruits
Mark 11:12-25
On the next day, when they had left Bethany, He became hungry. Seeing at a distance a fig tree
in leaf, He went to see if perhaps He would find anything on it; and when He came to it, He
found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. He said to it, “May no one ever eat
fruit from you again!” And His disciples were listening.
Jesus Drives Money Changers from the Temple
Then they *came to Jerusalem. And He entered the temple and began to drive out those who
were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the
seats of those who were selling doves; and He would not permit anyone to carry merchandise
through the temple. And He began to teach and say to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall
be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a robbers’ den.” The chief
priests and the scribes heard this, and began seeking how to destroy Him; for they were afraid
of Him, for the whole crowd was astonished at His teaching.
When evening came, they would go out of the city. As they were passing by in the morning, they
saw the fig tree withered from the roots up. Being reminded, Peter *said to Him, “Rabbi, look,
the fig tree which You cursed has withered.”
And Jesus *answered saying to them, “Have faith in God. Truly I say to you, whoever says to
this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes
that what he says is going to happen, it will be granted him. Therefore I say to you, all things for
which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you.
Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father
who is in heaven will also forgive you your transgressions.

Prior to Mark 11, Jesus has been warning His fellow Jews, up and down the country, that
God’s kingdom is coming. But they, for the most part, have preferred their own aspiration, their
own agendas. They have, and still today, been eagerly waiting for the national liberation of the
usual revolutionary sort. Within her society, the rich have been getting richer, the poor poorer,
and religious leaders have been concentrating on the outward rules and purity regulations
rather than on the human heart.
The Temple itself, the place where heaven and earth were supposed to meet, where God’s
forgiveness was supposed to happen, has been used as a symbol of national pride. All these
personal aspiration and agendas has cause them to ignore the obvious warnings signs and are
heading straight for disaster.
76

Because of their ignorant, and their harden of hearts, Jesus does the only possible thing, put a
curse at the heart and root of the problem. Mark, as we’ve seen elsewhere, writes the story
almost like a novelist. He frames Jesus’ action in the Temple (verses 15–18) within the double
story of the fig tree. Jesus comes to his vineyard, Israel represented by the fig tree, hoping for
fruit, but finds none; so he puts a curse on the fig tree, Temple, (verses 13–14). Then, the day
after the Temple incident, there is the tree: withered from its roots (verses 20–21). The point
could hardly be clearer. Jesus has come to Jerusalem, has come to the Temple, the holiest
point in the Jewish world, looking for the fruit of repentance, of the wisdom, justice, holiness
and peace that should be the marks of God’s people, of God’s presence in His people. What
does he find? He finds a fruitless fig tree that did not bear fruits whatsoever. Jesus, then not
only cleanse the Temple, but pronounce judgement over the Temple. No one will eat fruit from
this tree again.
The sin of the people of God was the sin of idolatry. The Temple, rather than God became the
object of their worship. You see, the temple never spoke to them, nor hold them accountable
for their actions. They were able to control the narrative, the goals, the results, and demanded
God to fulfill their will.
But Jesus called His people into account, saying, by quoting Isaiah 56:7; “My house shall be
called a house of prayer for all nations.” If you want to understand why Jesus dies on the
cross, you need to think long and hard about what it means that he was what the Temple had
been, the place where heaven and earth met, the place of sacrifice and forgiveness.
What Jesus truly died for, was to restore the place where God will meet with His people, not
this physical temple, but a temple built in God’s image, you and I. The disciples were amazed
at this. This was a “mountain” for the disciples to understand. They will need to have faith that
God will overthrow the system and all that it represents. The lessons goes wider, in line with
Jesus’ repeated teaching about prayer and faith; ask; believe; and it will happen. But
remember; while asking, forgive, v.25. The mouth that opens to let forgiveness out of your
heart toward someone else is the door through which God’s forgiveness will enter.
During your journey of Lent, Jesus is looking at His Temple, your heart, and wondering; is it
bringing forth, first in the personal level; fruits of grace, love, mercy, repentance, patience,
kindness, goodness, joy, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control? (Galatians 5:22-23). And
second on a general level; Is it bringing forth fruits of the Gospel through your life, and witness
in making disciples of people around, baptizing and teaching them in the of the Father and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit? (Matthew 28:16-20). Take heed to what Jesus does to the
fruitless fig tree.
Pray with me today;
Almighty Father, God of judgment and mercy, overthrow the systems that abuse their
calling and oppress your people, and set up your rule of grace and peace.
77

Day 33 of Lent
To Rhyme or not to Rhyme with
Jesus’ Life and Mission
Mark 12:1-12
And He began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard and put a wall around it,
and dug a vat under the wine press and built a tower, and rented it out to vine-growers and went
on a journey. At the harvest time he sent a slave to the vine-growers, in order to receive some
of the produce of the vineyard from the vine-growers. They took him, and beat him and sent him
away empty-handed. Again he sent them another slave, and they wounded him in the head, and
treated him shamefully. And he sent another, and that one they killed; and so with many others,
beating some and killing others. He had one more to send, a beloved son; he sent him last of all
to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But those vine-growers said to one another, ‘This is
the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours!’ They took him, and killed him
and threw him out of the vineyard. What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and
destroy the vine-growers, and will give the vineyard to others.
Have you not even read this Scripture: ‘The stone which the builders rejected, This became the
chief corner stone; This came about from the Lord, And it is marvelous in our eyes’?” And they
were seeking to seize Him, and yet they feared the people, for they understood that He spoke
the parable against them. And so they left Him and went away.

It was Mark Twain who once said, that history never repeats itself, but that it often rhymes.
What we do today, forever rhymes with what has been done in the pass. I truly believe this, in
my own role as a Pastor of IBC. There are two sense in which the present passage, one of
Jesus’ most famous stories, ‘rhymes’ in that sort of way. To begin with, rather obviously within
the story itself, the point Jesus is making is that the vineyard owner has sent one servant after
another to the vineyard, and each one has been treated, well, not exactly alike, but all alike
with violence and contempt. The music reaches the crescendo when the owner sends his own
beloved son. This is how it works, Jesus is saying; listen for the rhyme, and see what’s going
to happen next.
Behind this story itself, at the level of Jesus’ own ministry, we hear other voices, and echoes,
other rhymes; of Jesus coming to look for figs on the fig tree and, finding none, pronouncing a
solemn course on the tree. It was, as we saw, as sign of his coming to Jerusalem looking for
the fruit of obedience to God’s way and His purposes, and finding none, acting out dramatically
God’s judgment on the Temple itself. Now Jesus, tells a story of people coming to look for fruit,
not from a fig tree but from a vineyard, and this time, instead of the plants being in trouble, it is
the tenant farmers.
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In the second sense, which the current passage ‘rhymes’ is that Jesus is standing, and must
have been conscious of standing, in the long line of prophets who have told similar stories,
with similar intent. The leader among them is Isaiah, who in chapter 5, wrote a song about a
vineyard, the vineyard which was Israel itself, the people who should have produced the fruit of
justice and right living, but who instead produced only the wild grapes of wickedness and
violence (Isaiah 5.7).
Jesus carries on this vineyard story telling tradition, and adapts Isaiah’s vineyard parable into a
more gruesome story to cryptically highlight His own death at the hands to religious leaders of
His time. We are on a Lenten journey, after all, which we know will end at the foot of the cross.
And the cross, as Paul said, is foolishness to pagans and scandal to Jews.
We know that Jesus’s parable rhymes with Isaiah’s vineyard parable, but does our lives rhyme
with Jesus’ life, and mission today? Has God been sending one message after another to us,
corporately or individually, which we’ve been steadfastly ignoring? Which prophetic words has
our proud modern culture refused to hear, pouring scorn on the messengers and making fun of
those who listen to them? Which voices have you done your best not to hear? Listen for the
rhymes of the life of Jesus and prayerfully follow that in your life today.
Pray with me today;
Come to us, King Jesus, with your word of warning, and give us ears to hear and hearts
to enthrone you as Lord.
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Day 34 of Lent
The Missing Ingredients: The Scripture
& the Power of God
Mark 12:18-27
Some Sadducees (who say that there is no resurrection) *came to Jesus, and began
questioning Him, saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves
behind a wife and leaves no child, his brother should marry the wife and raise up children to his
brother. There were seven brothers; and the first took a wife, and died leaving no children. The
second one married her, and died leaving behind no children; and the third likewise; and so all
seven left no children. Last of all the woman died also. In the resurrection, when they rise again,
which one’s wife will she be? For all seven had married her.”
Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason you are mistaken, that you do not understand the
Scriptures or the power of God? For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are
given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. But regarding the fact that the dead rise again,
have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage about the burning bush, how God
spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?
He is not the God of the dead, but of the living; you are greatly mistaken.”

I have told many, many bed time stories that I have intentionally left out details, for the boys to
find out for themselves later. Often I have been accused numerous of times for leaving out
these special ingredients. Actually, in Jesus’ debate with the Sadducees there were two
missing ingredients. In addition to the power, God’s power, which they had conveniently left
out of the equation, there were the scriptures. But didn’t the Sadducees know the scriptures,
like I knew the bed time stories? Weren’t they the official guardians of the whole ancestral
tradition, the aristocracy who were supposed to be looking after the very heart of Judaism?
How come they were, from Jesus’ point of view, so far off beam?
In order to answer this question we need to look back to Mark 11. Mark 11 and 12 are not just
a collection of debates that Jesus happened to have in his final days in Jerusalem. They are all
related, in one way or another, to the question of the kingdom, just what was going to happen
when God became king, and would this relate to the world they are living in at the time?
Here’s the clue. The Sadducees were the powerful elite in Jerusalem. Like most elite groups,
they hugged power close to themselves, and were deeply suspicious of any radical
movements that suggested that things were going to be changed, or turned upside down.
That’s why they opposed the teaching of the resurrection, which was very popular with the
Sadducees, because ‘resurrection,’ God bringing dead people back to life again to his new
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world, meant a root and branch transformation of the whole world. The problem is, and the
missing ingredient is this. For the Sadducees, the elites, there was no guarantee that those
presently in power would retain that power in the new world. They would have gotten a hint
from Jesus that the Kingdom principle is that the first, will be last, and the last will be first.
So, the Sadducees decided to put their political attack hats on, and strategically and publicly
attacked and belittle the idea they are afraid of, the ‘resurrection.’ So, the Sadducees question
Jesus
“Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves behind a wife and leaves
no child, his brother should marry the wife and raise up children to his brother. There were
seven brothers; and the first took a wife, and died leaving no children. The second one married
her, and died leaving behind no children; and the third likewise; and so all seven left no children.
Last of all the woman died also. In the resurrection, when they rise again, which one’s wife will
she be? For all seven had married her.”

But, Jesus knew their motives, because of what they have left out. Jesus turns this around and
points out specifically the deceptiveness of the hearts of the Sadducees, and their uneducated
reading of Scripture. Jesus then schooled them about God’s new world and how this works.
Teach said to them;
For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like
angels in heaven. But regarding the fact that the dead rise again, have you not read in the book
of Moses, in the passage about the burning bush, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead, but of
the living; you are greatly mistaken.”

What does this mean? That Abraham, Isaac and Jacob have already been raised from the
dead? Certainly not. For the Hebrews, resurrection never meant going to heaven or living on in
the presence of God. Resurrection simply means new bodies. But if people were going to be
given new bodies that meant that between their death and their eventual resurrection they
were still, in fact, alive in some sense in the presence of God. Jesus, like the Pharisees in this
respect, taught a two-stage life after death; first, a time of being ‘with God,’ alive in his
presence but not yet re-embodied, and then, after that, the newly embodied life of resurrection
itself. This will come to be, when Jesus returns.
Jesus’ teaching put the legal expert to flight with their lack of understanding of how God’s new
world going to work. Jesus’ teaching not only reaffirms the great truth that God has prepared
for His people, a far more glorious future than most of them ever imagine. Furthermore, Jesus
reaffirms the rightness of what Jesus was doing in the Temple. God was lunching, through
Jesus, His sovereign, saving rule, and everything was indeed going to be turned upside down
by it.
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The Sadducees’ power base, the Temple, was going to be overthrown, their leadership were
going to be overthrown, and God was going to set up Jesus Himself, and His followers, as the
new kingdom alternative. Remember the missing ingredients, the Scriptures and the power of
God.
As you journey through Lent, stay with the Scripture. Stay close to God’s word. But be careful,
not to add our own desired interpretation to the point where we become foolish like the
Sadducees.
Pray with me today;
Give us faith, heavenly Father, to believe in your power, and to celebrate your world
changing promises today and forever more, Amen!
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Day 35 of Lent
“Be on Your Guard:” Understanding
the Times and their Signs
Mark 13:1-23
As He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples *said to Him, “Teacher, behold what
wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these
great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another which will not be torn down. “As He was
sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew were
questioning Him privately, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all
these things are going to be fulfilled?”
And Jesus began to say to them, “See to it that no one misleads you. Many will come in My
name, saying, ‘I am He!’ and will mislead many. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do
not be frightened; those things must take place; but that is not yet the end. For nation will rise up
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there
will also be famines. These things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.
“But be on your guard; for they will deliver you to the courts, and you will be flogged in the
synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to
them. The gospel must first be preached to all the nations. When they arrest you and hand you
over, do not worry beforehand about what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that
hour; for it is not you who speak, but it is the Holy Spirit. Brother will betray brother to death, and
a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and have them put to death. You will
be hated by all because of My name, but the one who endures to the end, he will be saved.
“But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where it should not be (let the reader
understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains. The one who is on the
housetop must not go down, or go in to get anything out of his house; and the one who is in the
field must not turn back to get his coat. But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are
nursing babies in those days! But pray that it may not happen in the winter. For those days will
be a time of tribulation such as has not occurred since the beginning of the creation which God
created until now, and never will. Unless the Lord had shortened those days, no life would have
been saved; but for the sake of the elect, whom He chose, He shortened the days. And then if
anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ’; or, ‘Behold, He is there’; do not believe him; for
false Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order to lead
astray, if possible, the elect. But take heed; behold, I have told you everything in advance.

When Josh and Zach were younger, they loved reading “Old Master Q” cartoon. Most were
read in Cantonese. They had no clue what they were reading, I often hear them laughing at
Old Master Q’s silly actions. What Josh and Zach do not know is that Old Master Q comics
primarily focuses on humor, and it reflects changing social trends, particularly from the 1960s
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to the 1980s, covering a range of social issues, problems in urban life, such a poverty, petty
thefts and secret societies.
Josh and Zach were not interested in the issues Old Master Q cartoon was presenting, they
enjoyed the pictures and jokes they came to know through their friends at school. You might
be surprise that the same thing happens to us regarding the Bible. We often fail to realize what
sort of document we are reading, and the issues behind those documents, and sometimes we
either leave it alone, or just skip over it.
That has been the fate, in particular, of Mark 13, and other passages like it. Many have
skipped ahead to verses 24-27, and have noted the prediction of the son and the moon being
darkened and the starts falling from heaven, together with ‘the son of man coming on clouds
with great power and glory.’ Ah, some have concluded, this must be the end of the world! This
is the collapse of the cosmos! Creation is going to collapse, Jesus will return, and the world will
cease to be!
Mark would look on, like Old Master Q for Josh and Zach, shaking his head and say no, that’s
not what I wrote about, please check the contexts, and don’t take my words out of their
contexts. For example, when the Bible talks about “the moon and the sun,” it usually means a
code for “the powers of the world,” meaning, in our day, the political powers, and the passage
quoted in verses 24 and 25 in fact comes from Isaiah’s description of the fall of Babylon (Isaiah
13:10).
Mark makes it very clear that verses 1-23 is a passage about Jesus warning about the fall of
Jerusalem, and the terrible events that will lead up to that fall, which took place in 70 A.D.
That’s where the passage starts, where Jesus is prophesying quite explicitly the destruction of
the Temple, and the disciples then asking him about it; when will it happen, and how ill they
know (v.4)? We should then assume that the rest of content of the passage will provide an
answer, or a set of answers, to this questions.
The answer comes in three main stages. The first is verses 5-8, there will be a time of turmoil,
plenty of worrying things happening, wars, earthquakes and so on, but there will not be the key
signs. Second, verse 9-13, this will be a time when Jesus’ followers are isolated, persecuted,
misunderstood and quite possibly killed. At times of great political tension, people who refuse
to join in with the currently fashionable mood will be hated by everyone else. So this is a call
for patience.
But the third, there will be a particular sing, verses 14-23. In this we need to look at the prophet
Daniel. In Daniel 9:37 he speaks of an “abomination that desolates,” something horrible and
scandalous that, by its very presence, cause the place to be like a wilderness. This is picked
up in Daniel 11:31 and 12:11. What could this be?
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Historically, two centuries before the time of Jesus, and still vivid in folk memory, the Syrian
tyrant Antiochus Epiphanes had turned the Jerusalem Temple into a pagan shrine. Well,
something like that would happen again. Perhaps it would be an emperor putting up a huge
statue of himself and demanding, as in Daniel 2, that people worship it. That almost happen in
A.D 40, when the mad Roman emperor Gaius Caligula tried to force such a thing upon
Jerusalem, the plan was halted when he was assassinated in January 41.
However, something like it would happen again, of that there could be no doubt. Anyone living
in Jerusalem when the Romans finally closed in, in A.D. 68-69, before the Temple’s
destruction in 70 A.D, would be able to see the signs. Romans standards being planted in the
sacred precincts themselves. That would be the moment, declared Jesus, when you should
get out and run, verses 14-20. That makes no sense if Mark thought Jesus was talking about
the end of the world as we know it. However, it makes every sense if you’re faced with an
imminent enemy siege. And when that happens, verses 12-23, don’t be fooled, there will be
plenty of would be “messiahs” showing up, but they would stay loyal to Jesus.
Pray with me today;
Give us courage and faith, good Lord, to hold on to you and your word when all around
us seems to be shaking and turbulent.
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Day 36 of Lent
The Triumphal Entry and
its Double Meaning
Mark 11:1-11
As they *approached Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, He *sent
two of His disciples, and *said to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately as
you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, on which no one yet has ever sat; untie it and bring it
here.
If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ you say, ‘The Lord has need of it’; and
immediately he will send it back here.” They went away and found a colt tied at the door, outside
in the street; and they *untied it. Some of the bystanders were saying to them, “What are you
doing, untying the colt?” They spoke to them just as Jesus had told them, and they gave them
permission. They *brought the colt to Jesus and put their coats on it; and He sat on it. And many
spread their coats in the road, and others spread leafy branches which they had cut from the
fields.
Those who went in front and those who followed were shouting: “Hosanna! Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lord; Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David; Hosanna in
the highest!” Jesus entered Jerusalem and came into the temple; and after looking around at
everything, He left for Bethany with the twelve, since it was already late.

If you were to read this story on the surface, we will rush over it very quickly because it
appears to be a simple for our modern minds. But, if Mark we as verbally telling us this story,
he would give much more context, before, during and after Jesus’ triumph entry Jerusalem.
Jesus is riding into the first Palm Sunday right into the heart of perfect storm. The wind from
the West is the pressure from Roman Empire. Rome needed the Middle East to be stable and
settle to keep its eastern frontier secure. The high pressure system to the North is the eager,
overheated aspirations of the Jewish people, longing for independence and ready to use
violence to achieve it. And the hurricane from the South? The hurricane from the South is the
ancient, long prophesied purpose of God himself. All these storms where, at this moment,
about to hit the ground running.
But the one thing we know from the Gospel is that God is in full control despite the confusion
these storms will cause. What Jesus did, on that first Palm Sunday, was to put into action one
of the classic statements of prophetic purpose. The Jews, of course, hoped and mistakenly
thought that God would simply endorse their aspiration, and take their side bringing destruction
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upon the Romans. But the Israelites were mistaken and misunderstood. They have misread
the signals, and tried to pull God’s plan out of shape to coincide a bit more with its own dreams
and goals.
But what Jesus did, on that first Palm Sunday, was to put into action one of the classic
statements of prophetic purpose. God’s actual action through Jesus, in this Palm Sunday, was
to let the whole world know that God indeed has come back to his people, to fulfill His
promises, to rescue Israel, and the world, and set up His kingdom of peace, and justice over
the world. But it wouldn’t happen the way they wanted. It would indeed be a kingdom to
confront Rome, and every other proud pagan empire, then and now, and the future. But before
that, the Gospel of the Kingdom will have to confront the powers at be, and to confront the
twisted hopes and desires of their self-serving leaders.
So Jesus rides into Jerusalem knowingly and deliberately, into the perfect storm. He knew
what will happen to Him, His people, and later on down the road the fall of Rome itself. But
Jesus believed that through this very storm, God’s purposes will be accomplished. The
Father’s will, will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Thus, with this context in mind, we can now interpret the enthusiasm and the anger of the
crowd in Mark 15:10-15. Here Mark allows the words of the crowd to carry two quite different
meanings, when the crowd shouts out its “Hosannas” (verse 9-10). The first meaning, is what
is driving and motivating the crowd. The crowd shouts out its Hosannas, welcoming Jesus into
the city, and celebrating “the kingdom of our father David, the kingdom coming right now,” they
are thinking back a thousand years to the time when Israel was truly great, when the
surrounding nations were repelled, and the independent kingdom of David, and then of his son
Solomon, extended further than ever before or since. That’s what the crowd wants, and Jesus
better complied or else.
The second is, the Gospel meaning. Mark firmly believes that Jesus is indeed the “son of
David,” the one who is bringing God’s kingdom on earth as in heaven. But that Kingdom is not
the sort the crowd have in mind. Mark is now building up his narrative, that will take us all the
way to the foot of the cross, where people, here the crowds, there a Roman centurion, with
others in between, will say things which they mean in one sense and which Mark “hears,” and
wants us to hear, in quite another sense.
Jesus is indeed to be crowned as the king of the Jews, but the crown will be the crown of
thorns. Instead of a king that wants to be serve, He will be a king that will serve as a servant
for the world. Instead, of conquering people and nations with spears, guns and bombs, he will
conquer their hearts with love and unfathomable devotion. Instead, of sending out an army to
bully and violently force people into submission, he commission His disciples with humility,
grace and love.
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During this Lent season, what storms are you facing, or about to face in your emoluments,
schools, homes and community? The lesson we learn from this first Palm Sunday is very clear.
We know that God is in full control. We are to trust in Him, and to hold on to faith that God is
working out His plan through His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Like Mark, we are to be wise and
watch out for the double meaning and lies that come out of the storms. Lies that seem godly,
but have very different ends, and goals in mind. Goals and ends that do not glorify God, like
the crowd welcoming Jesus. Therefore, be on your guard and keep watch, and pray.
Pray with me today;
Teach us, gracious Lord, to watch humbly for your way forward, no matter what our
culture may say or our hearts may desire.
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Day 37 of Lent
Letting the Life of Christ Wash Over You
Mark 14:1-15.47
The Plot to Kill Jesus
14 It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests
and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him; 2 for they said,
“Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people.”
The Anointing at Bethany
3 While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman
came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and
poured the ointment on his head. 4 But some were there who said to one another in anger,
“Why was the ointment wasted in this way? 5 For this ointment could have been sold for more
than three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And they scolded her. 6 But
Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed a good service for me. 7
For you always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you
wish; but you will not always have me. 8 She has done what she could; she has anointed my
body beforehand for its burial. 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in the
whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.”
Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus
10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray
him to them. 11 When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promised to give him
money. So he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.
The Passover with the Disciples
12 On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples
said to him, “Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the
Passover?” 13 So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go into the city, and a man
carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him, 14 and wherever he enters, say to the owner of
the house, ‘The Teacher asks, Where is my guest room where I may eat the Passover with my
disciples?’ 15 He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations
for us there.” 16 So the disciples set out and went to the city, and found everything as he had
told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.
17 When it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18 And when they had taken their places and
were eating, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.”
19 They began to be distressed and to say to him one after another, “Surely, not I?” 20 He said
to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me. 21 For the Son
of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It
would have been better for that one not to have been born.”
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The Institution of the Lord’s Supper
22 While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to
them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave
it to them, and all of them drank from it. 24 He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many. 25 Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine
until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”
Peter’s Denial Foretold
26 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 27 And Jesus said to
them, “You will all become deserters; for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep
will be scattered.’
28 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 29 Peter said to him, “Even though
all become deserters, I will not.” 30 Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this day, this very night,
before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” 31 But he said vehemently, “Even
though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And all of them said the same.
Jesus Prays in Gethsemane
32 They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.”
33 He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. 34
And he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.” 35
And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the
hour might pass from him. 36 He said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this
cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.” 37 He came and found them sleeping;
and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? 38 Keep
awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak.” 39 And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. 40 And once
more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know
what to say to him. 41 He came a third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking
your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
42 Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.”
The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus
43 Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him
there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. 44
Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and
lead him away under guard.” 45 So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!”
and kissed him. 46 Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. 47 But one of those who
stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 48 Then
Jesus said to them, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a
bandit? 49 Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But
let the scriptures be fulfilled.” 50 All of them deserted him and fled. 51 A certain young man was
following him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold of him, 52 but he left the linen
cloth and ran off naked.
Jesus before the Council
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53 They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were
assembled. 54 Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest;
and he was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief priests and the
whole council were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none.
56 For many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree. 57 Some
stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying, 58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this
temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with hands.’” 59
But even on this point their testimony did not agree. 60 Then the high priest stood up before
them and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” 61 But
he was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the
Son of the Blessed One?” 62 Jesus said, “I am; and ‘you will see the Son of Man seated at the
right hand of the Power,’ and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’”
63 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need witnesses? 64 You have
heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?” All of them condemned him as deserving death.
65 Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!”
The guards also took him over and beat him.
Peter Denies Jesus
66 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came by.
67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, “You also were with
Jesus, the man from Nazareth.” 68 But he denied it, saying, “I do not know or understand what
you are talking about.” And he went out into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. 69 And the
servant-girl, on seeing him, began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 70
But again he denied it. Then after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you
are one of them; for you are a Galilean.” 71 But he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do
not know this man you are talking about.” 72 At that moment the cock crowed for the second
time. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, “Before the cock crows twice, you will
deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept.

Mark 15:1-47
Jesus before Pilate
15 As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes
and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. 2 Pilate
asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” 3 Then the chief
priests accused him of many things. 4 Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how
many charges they bring against you.” 5 But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was
amazed.
Pilate Hands Jesus over to Be Crucified
6 Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. 7
Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the
insurrection. 8 So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his
custom. 9 Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?”
10 For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. 11 But
the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. 12 Pilate
spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the
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Jews?” 13 They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 14 Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he
done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd,
released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.
The Soldiers Mock Jesus
16 Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. 17 And they clothed him in a purple
cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 18 And they began
saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and
knelt down in homage to him. 20 After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.
The Crucifixion of Jesus
21 They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was
Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22 Then they brought Jesus to the place
called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 23 And they offered him wine mixed with
myrrh; but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them,
casting lots to decide what each should take.
25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The inscription of the charge
against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27 And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his
right and one on his left. 29 Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying,
“Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30 save yourself, and come
down from the cross!” 31 In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also
mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32 Let
the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and
believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.
The Death of Jesus
33 When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 At
three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means,
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35 When some of the bystanders heard it, they
said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” 36 And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it
on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take
him down.” 37 Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 Now when the centurion, who stood facing him,
saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”
40 There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary Magdalene, and
Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41 These used to follow him
and provided for him when he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who had come
up with him to Jerusalem.
The Burial of Jesus
42 When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the
sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself
waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of
Jesus. 44 Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he
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asked him whether he had been dead for some time. 45 When he learned from the centurion
that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 46 Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and
taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out
of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary
the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid.

It is important that we read the story of Jesus and His journey to the Cross all at one time.
Why? It is important for us to go through the Holy Week of Lent with a sense of shock and awe
at Jesus’ commitment to His Father’s will, the cause of His crude and evil death on the cross.
Often we hide from that gut wrenching feeling of such crude treatment of Jesus, and run
straight to the nice parts in the resurrection. But the pain, and the suffering is much part of our
discipleship, and our understanding of the Holy Week of Lent.
But at the same time, behind this crude and evil death of Jesus on the cross, expose how truly
evil is the enemy is, and all at the same God unveiled His justice once and for all. The moment
when God’s mercy overflowed, through the one man Jesus, for all. How can this be? Is it
possible to hold on in our hearts and minds to these two utterly different readings of the same
event? The easy answers are there, and they are all true. Jesus died to save us. He died for
our sins. He died because ‘he love us and gave himself for us.’ Yes. Cling on to those. We
need them.
But there is more, and much more. The easy and well-known answers are signpost to the
larger reality, less easy to capture in slogans. Some of the greatest truths in life can’t be
caught in one simple sentence, or one simple phrase here and there. We need to do the hard
work of faithful servants and go deeper into the exploring the truth of the Gospel.
That is exactly what Mark is inviting us to do this Lent.
Mark’s explanation of the reasons why Jesus died draw on everything that has gone before in
his story. The story Mark tells is the climax of the story of Israel which she is searching for the
ending. The context of the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus is the answer to the
ending to Israel’s Exile story. Israel, as a nation knew that a Messiah is coming to rescue them,
but because of their extreme inward focus, they wanted a Messiah just to meet their political
and social needs.
Instead, Mark tells a story of God sending His Messiah for His purpose, and that showing His
mercy redeeming the World through Jesus the King. Thus, the story of Jesus’ death is the
climax of the climax, the power where God’s age old purpose for Israel and the world is finally
unveiled. Mark provided hints for us right throughout his narrative. The first and most obvious
hint was Jesus’ baptism, where God declared to the world, that Jesus is His beloved Son, soon
to be enthroned as the true king. Or the passages that spoke of Jesus as the “servant,” coming
to inaugurate God’s kingdom by dying a shameful death.
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Then we arrive here in Mark 14, the festival and the plot against Jesus. The festival is the
Passover, the time when God went down to Egypt to rescue His people from their slavery.
Jesus has chosen this moment, when everyone is coming to Jerusalem, everyone is telling the
story of God’s great rescue operation, God’s covenant with His people, God’s revelation of His
name and His character in overthrowing the pagan enemy, Egyptian army, and bringing His
people out into freedom.
Jesus chose this moment in His ministry, to show God in action, one last time, defeating the
enemy of all enemies, the satan, setting all people free, and establishing His temple all those
who call upon the name of Jesus. This is the Passover of Passovers. God had come back in
person and was revealing Himself and His powerful love in a way never before imagined but
never again to be doubted.
And the plot. All though Mark’s gospel we have seen the plots being considered, and
sometimes attempted. There was no hiding how Israel felt about Jesus, or God Himself. They
try tricking Him with questions, revealing their evil motives. They try accusing Him with twisted
interpretations of the law, He gave them in Exodus. All these plots and tricks revealed one
thing, that Israel was and has become a slave to the enemy, and as Jesus said, they were
following their father, the Devil, the father of lies.
And now the sequence begins: why this anointing? Why this meal? Why the agony in the
garden? Jesus knows the accusations are closing in, the Accuser is doing his worst. Judas,
terribly, hands him over. The chief priests accuse him of many things, not realizing whose
voice it is coming through their throats. They go on doing it the next morning, before Pilate.
The crowds join in. Then the passersby mock him, still accusing: Messiah, “eh? Well, come
down from the cross and then we’ll believe you!” The plots, the accusations, the Accuser.
Jesus takes it all. It all comes on to him. This is central to Mark’s meaning.
But behind the seen we see the disciples going to and fro in the shadows of the story in fear,
confusion and full of uncertainty. They remind us so much of ourselves. Jesus questions them
while they were having their last meal together; ‘One of you will betray me tonight.’ After the
meal they go out, and Judas sells Jesus to the high priest soldiers, Peter reacted out of fear,
and cuts the soldiers ear, and Jesus rebukes him once more. Then they deny associating with
Jesus, and hit themselves from society.
Jesus is mocked, and brutally bitten, and then nailed to the cross. The same crowd once
welcoming Jesus with pam leaves and singing now stand by watching and mocking Him, with
feeling of discuss that He has failed them.
The point is not to catch it all in neat formula. The point is for us to stay there, and to let the
story wash over us again, and again like huge tidal wave, knocking us off our feet, rinsing us
out, breaking us down, leaving us with nothing but awe and sorrow and gratitude and love, and
humility. He did this all for us. Yes, He did this all for you!
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Jesus has gone to the darkest place in the world, the place where all that he can say is ‘My
God, why did you abandon me?” And he has gone there, with all the plots and accusations and
paranoia and frustration and hatred and misunderstanding and failed hopes and broken
dreams of the world clattering about his head. He has gone there because that was, and is, the
only way the world can be rescued. The only way you and I can be rescued. The only way by
which God’s love can take the worst on to itself and leave us free. “This fellow really was God’s
son.” Mark tells us that the centurion was the first to say it. But he wants us to say it, too.
During your Lent journey with the Lord, be the centurion to those around you. Say it like it has
shocked and literally transformed you; “This man really was God’s son.” Then be God’s voice
to those around you like our Lord Jesus Christ did in His time;
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned;
but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed
in the name of the only Son of God. (John 3:16-18).

Pray with me today;
Give us, almighty God, the faith and courage to stand this week at the foot of the cross,
and to learn to see your glory there.
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Week 6 - The Holy Week of Lent
The Balance between the Party and
the Preparation
Psalm 118:1-2
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever! Let Israel say, “His
steadfast love endures forever.”

Psalm 118:19-29
Open to me the gates of righteousness that I may enter through them and give thanks to the
Lord. This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. I thank you that you have
answered me and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. This is the Lord’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Save us, we beseech
you, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech you, give us success!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless you from the house of the
Lord. The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal procession with branches, up
to the horns of the altar.
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol you. O give thanks to
the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.

Have you ever been invited to a celebration gathering at someone’s home lately? You enter
the house, and everything is set. The house is clean, it’s smells lovely, there are candles all
the around the living room setting the mood, with wonderful finger food, and drinks ready to be
consume by the invited guests. Often the guests go home, and the nice feeling of the party is
gone the next day. Yet, the hosts are still beaming with satisfaction because everyone was
happy. What’s the differences? The guests only enjoy the party without really appreciating it,
because they weren’t part of the preparation. The hosts on the other hand, not only enjoy the
party, but appreciate its success because of the hard work that has gone into the preparation.
For the hosts, the party is great, but the preparation is what counts. Try to have the one
without the other, and it’s just not going to happen.
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The problem of reading Psalms 118:19-29 is that it’s like trying to get the party without the
preparation. And the problem with the crowds on Palm Sunday was that they, like the
Lectionary, wanted to get verses 19–29 without verses 5–18. Yes, the party will be wonderful:
the gates of righteousness, the gate of the Lord, will open and let in the pilgrims; the rejected
stone becomes the cornerstone; this is the day the Lord has made; blessed in the name of the
Lord is the one who comes; give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love
endures forever! Absolutely. That’s God’s party. That’s what a genuine festival ought to look
like and feel like. That’s what the crowds at Passover time wanted, and they were right to want
it.
But Jesus was living in verses 5-18, hard and difficult preparation work; “Out of my distress I
called on the Lord.” “It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put confidence in princes.” “I
was pushed hard, so that I was falling, but the Lord helped me.” “The Lord has punished me
severely, but he did not give me over to death.” Except that Jesus went further and deeper.
Jesus’ preparation for the ultimate festival meant that, having taken refuge in the Lord, he
ended up crying out that God had forsaken Him. He put His confidence in the Lord, but the
princes strung him up anyway. He was pushed hard, and fell, and nothing happen except more
beating. He was punished severely, and He was indeed given over to death. The Psalmist
knows that you only get to the joy of the festival by living through the pain and anguish of
distress, opposition, danger and sorrow. Jesus knew that He would only arrive at it, by drinking
those horrible cups to the dregs.
Palm Sunday is therefore bound to be a bittersweet moment of preparation for Jesus. At first
there seems to be the triumph and festival that last for a moment or two. It became only a
stage for the real thing, and that you’ll only get the real thing the other side of the pain, the fear
and the sense of abandonment.
That was the problem in Jerusalem that day, as Jesus rode into the city with tears rolling down
His cheeks. Jesus could see Psalm 118:5-18, not only for Himself but for the whole city of
Jerusalem. Jesus could also see the nations surrounding Jerusalem and Jerusalem not being
able, in the name of the Lord, to cut them off (Psalm 118:10). He could hear the glad songs of
victory, not in the tents of the righteous, but in the pagan camp closing in on the city and
Temple that had longed for the festival of freedom but had not been willing to embrace the
necessary preparation.
But what about us today? For many Christians in Holy Week, the problem comes the other
way round. Many are rightly concerned to keep Holy Week and Good Friday itself with proper
solemnity, with a sorrowful awareness of the folly and sin to which we have all contributed and
which put Jesus on the cross. Sometimes we are so good at all that, which we forget about the
festival.

97

In this Lent season, let’s keep the Psalm, and this coming week, in balance, and so prepare
the ground by following Jesus all the way to Calvary that Easter, when it comes, will be the
proper, thorough, well-grounded outburst of praise that it ought to be, the day the Lord has
made, in which we will indeed rejoice and be glad.
Pray with me today;
Teach us, good Lord, to share your journey of sorrow and pain, so that we may share
the joy of your victory.
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Day 39 of Lent
Jesus Anointed: Priorities Set Straight
Mark 14:3-9
While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman came
with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the
ointment on his head. But some were there who said to one another in anger, “Why was the
ointment wasted in this way? For this ointment could have been sold for more than three
hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And they scolded her. But Jesus said, “Let
her alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed a good service for me. For you always
have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not
always have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its
burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has
done will be told in remembrance of her.”

Imagine for a moment that someone calls you, and tells you that they have received an
inheritance worth of a million U.S dollars. Then imagine that money is shared among you and
one other sibling. You know your other sibling is a bit strange with money. One day, your
sibling comes and tells you that, she has met the most wises, righteous, incredible person ever
in her life, and she would like to give the entire inheritance to this person. What would you
think? What would you feel?
You would feel, and think, exactly what the people in verse 4 felt and thought. Ointment worth
three hundred dinars: a dinar was roughly a day’s wage for an ordinary laborer, so allowing for
days off and holidays three hundred of them might well be about a year’s worth. And there it
was, a wonderful jar of ointment, far beyond the reach of the poor people in Bethany, the word
‘Bethany’ means ‘House of the Poor,’ and it’s possible that there was a community there that
looked after the poor.
And Mary (Mark doesn’t name her, but John does in 11.2 and 12.3) takes this ointment and
pours it all over Jesus. The smell is wonderful, filling the whole house. But you can see and
hear the grumbling from the crowd, looking on and think; how would this woman survive
tomorrow and the weeks to come. But the crowd, including Jesus’ disciples have not been
paying attention and have missed the point.
This week is when it must happen. This is the moment when the Son of man will be handed
over and killed.
Is Mary the only one that realizes what’s going to happen to the Son of man? May be not, but
Jesus took her act of love and kindness and interpreted in a new, dark and powerful way. “She
has anointed my body for its burial, ahead of time.” Jesus can see, already, what lies ahead: a
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horrible death, a quick burial, no time for niceties. So the anointing has been done already, in
advance.
But there is more. As Jesus goes to His death, with His disciples still unaware of what He’s
thinking, He looks beyond: to a message of Good News going out into all the world; “Wherever
the message is announced in all the world,” he says (verse 9), “the story of what she has just
done will be told. That will be her memorial.” The
“Message” here is the “good news,” the ‘gospel’ which announces Jesus as king, king of Israel
and king of the world. James and John wanted to make sure they got the best seats in the
kingdom. They were given no such promises. Mary, acting out of selfless generosity, is
promised something better: an honored place in the story, as long as the world hears the
gospel. And there she still is.
Meanwhile, the intuitive generosity (which of course reflects the same quality in God) must
also concern itself with the practical needs all around. “You have the poor with you always; you
can help them whenever you want to.” This statement is not designed as a shrug of the
shoulders, an excuse for rich people to say that, since there will always be poor people, we
don’t have to help them out of their poverty. It is making a quite astonishing claim: that service
to Jesus himself ranks before service even to the poor. Love God with all your heart, mind,
soul and strength, said Jesus, summing up the ancient law, and your neighbor as yourself.
Hidden at the heart of this powerful little drama, capturing as it does several deep human
emotions, is the claim that service rendered to Jesus is part of the first commandment, not as
an excuse for avoiding the second but as a matter of getting priorities straightened out.
During your Lent Journey, check your priorities. The order for the followers of Jesus to follow
and established their lives on is very clear. Above all Jesus says to us in Matthew 22:37-40;
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment.
And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
Pray with me this today;
Give us, loving Lord, such love for you that our generosity will overflow whenever you
need it.
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Day 40 of Lent
Gethsemane: God’s own Proof for His
Existence
Mark 14:32-52
Jesus Prays in Gethsemane
They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” He
took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. And he said
to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.” And going a little
farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass
from him. He said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet,
not what I want, but what you want.” He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter,
“Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep awake and pray that you
may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” And again
he went away and prayed, saying the same words. And once more he came and found them
sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. He came a
third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has
come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my
betrayer is at hand.”
The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus
Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him there
was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now the
betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him
away under guard.” So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed
him. Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. But one of those who stood near drew his
sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to them, “Have
you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I
was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be
fulfilled.” All of them deserted him and fled. A certain young man was following him, wearing
nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold of him, but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked.

The question; Who is God? Is asked by today both Christians and non-Christians scholars
alike, and often the scholars go to their, sometimes complicated theories, to try to prove or
disprove the existences of God. In fact, there are, lively, debates that go on in our town halls,
and in Universities, where Christians are asked to prove the existences of God, and the
Atheists are trying to debunk those truth. What I find amusing is when an Atheist tries to prove
that God does not exist.
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However, if you ask this same question; “Who is God?” to the first Century Christians, they will,
every time, point you to Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane. Gethsemane stands at the heart of the
whole of the early Christian picture of who God is, and hence of who ourselves are mean to
be, being God’s image. And at the heart of Gethsemane there stands the unforgettable prayer
that shows what love really means, the love that passes between father and son, the love that
reaches out to this day into the dark places of the world: “Abba, father,” he said, “all things are
possible for you! Take this cup away from me! But, not what I want, but what you want.”
Why Gethsemane is the proof that God exists? Because Gethsemane is about a pure act of
love. This is the full, honest interchange of love in which the Son last before the Father the true
condition of His God reflecting humanity, caught now in the necessary work of bearing the utter
pain and sorrow of the world.
The problem of god that the atheist tries to disprove is not the God of Gethsemane. It simply
not big enough. Now, we have to ask ourselves; Is the God you know this big? Big enough to
come and take on the forces of evil and death by dying under their with and power? Jesus
came out of love, love for the Father, love for the world.
That’s what Mark’s story is telling us. All the theologians down the centuries have produce
formulas to explain this, but it is all hear, in a nutshell, within this astonishing story.
And of course the disciples didn’t get it as well. First they fall asleep. Then they make halfbaked attempt to defend Jesus. And then, they deserted him and fled, naked leaving their
clothing behind. That says it all doesn’t it. Humankind, naked and ashamed in the garden,
while the snake closes in for the kill. But there in the garden of Gethsemane is the Son of Man
where the problem began, to take its full force upon Himself.
Pray with me today;
Lord, Jesus, King and Master, help us to watch with you, to stay with you, to learn from
your anguish the lessons of love, therefore prove that You exist.
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Day 41 of Lent
Jesus’ Accusers; Their Questions and
Jesus’ Answer
Mark 14:53-65
They led Jesus away to the high priest; and all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes
*gathered together. Peter had followed Him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high
priest; and he was sitting with the officers and warming himself at the fire.
Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept trying to obtain testimony against Jesus to put
Him to death, and they were not finding any. For many were giving false testimony against Him,
but their testimony was not consistent. Some stood up and began to give false testimony
against Him, saying, “We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with hands, and in
three days I will build another made without hands.’” Not even in this respect was their
testimony consistent. The high priest stood up and came forward and questioned Jesus, saying,
“Do You not answer? What is it that these men are testifying against You?”
But He kept silent and did not answer. Again the high priest was questioning Him, and saying to
Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” And Jesus said, “I am; and you shall
see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.”
Tearing his clothes, the high priest *said, “What further need do we have of witnesses? You
have heard the blasphemy; how does it seem to you?” And they all condemned Him to be
deserving of death. Some began to spit at Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him with their
fists, and to say to Him, “Prophesy!” And the officers received Him with slaps in the face.

I remember going on a Short-Term Outreach to the Ukraine in 1991. My host brought out her
Russian dolls. Now, I am truck and train kind a guy, but I couldn’t help being fascinated with
my Ukraine host Russian dolls. The Russian tools are made out of thin wood, they came apart
in the middle with a satisfying squeak, revealing a smaller one inside. Then the next, and the
next. Eventually you reach the smallest, a tiny little doll still perfectly formed and painted.
These Russian dolls, one but in many parts, can help us understand fully what’s going on in
this dense and frightening scene, the confrontation between Jesus and the high priest. First,
let’s open up the high priest himself, and see what we find inside in his core. Caiaphas was
part of the ruling elite, the wealthy Jerusalem based aristocracy. He was both a priest and a
politician who knew all the dodges and tricks to try to balance out what Rome expected of local
leaders on the one hand, and what the ordinary people expected of their priests on the other.
He goes back and forth in his political and priestly role. Caiaphas, during Jesus’ seem to take
the high moral and theological ground at the drop of a hat, as he does when he shouts
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“blasphemy” and tears his clothes as a sign of his supposed horror at such a thing. In fact,
Mark is telling us, that Caiaphas was delighted; Jesus had just handed him the result he
wanted. You can also question Caiaphas’ motive; was he being a high priest, or representing
the interest of Rome? In other words, was he acting as a priest or a politician?
Second, Jesus opens up many Russian dolls for the Caiaphas and the crowd to see. It is
interesting that Jesus kept silent and did not answer the false witness and their questions. All
these questions had nothing to do with Jesus mission and vocation. But the question that did
have something to do with Jesus’ mission was asked by Caiaphas; “Are You the Christ the
Son of the Blessed One?” In answering this question, Jesus was, in a way, taking apart the
Russian wooden dolls, each having their unique message. In answering Caiaphas, Jesus is
not just giving Caiaphas a simple straight forth answers. This is a very common practice of
Jesus. Jesus always answered the Priests and Teachers of Law’s questions referring to
Scripture, and most of the time correcting the Priests and Teachers of Law of their
misunderstanding of Scripture. Jesus answers always brings with it a full narrative of what God
was doing, and is now doing in the current situation.
Jesus does the same in answering Caiaphas’ question here. He answered the question, but
also brings with it an entire narrative of what God is now doing in their mists. Mark writes;
And Jesus said; “I am; and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and
coming with the clouds of heaven.”

What was Jesus unpacking before the eyes of Caiaphas and the Council? Jesus gave them
answer of Daniel 7. Jesus’ answer was a direct quoted from Daniel 7’s narrative. Go back to
Daniel 7 and see; when “one like a son of man” is seen “coming with the clouds of heaven”
(Daniel 7:13). This is the heart of a great court scene in which God himself is vindicating His
people against the wicked attacker of the monsters who have opposed and oppressed them.
Jesus is not just quoting a verse from Daniel 7, Jesus is quoting entire seen of Daniel 7 among
the council. Now here, Mark is saying, that this great court scene, is the climax of the gospel
so far. And Caiaphas is cast in the role of the fourth and final monster, perhaps even the “little
horn” of Daniel 7:19-22.
Now try the same with Jesus. Throughout the gospel he has been seen as a prophet (Mark
6:15, 8:28). Now he’s accused of being a “false” prophet, announcing the destruction and
rebuilding of the Temple (verses 57-58). That’s why, when they decided he’s guilty, the
mocking crowd gather round, blindfold him, and invite him to “prophesy,” guessing who has
been hitting him. Instead, they have mist Jesus’ recalling and, now acting out as a persecuted
prophet fulfilling the prophesy of Daniel.
What Jesus was really saying to Caiaphas and his Council is that; ‘In God’s reality, I am not
the one on trial here. Instead, you all are on trial, and Daniel has already set forth that trail in
motion, you were warn many, many years in advance.’ Jesus is now revealing who He really
is. No more cryptic messages about Himself and His purposes. Mark reveals that, Yes, Jesus
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is a prophet, a true prophet. Yes, Jesus is the Messiah, the one who has the right to declare
the Temple redundant and to promise as God given replacement. Yes, Jesus the one that will
be exalted, after His suffering, to sit “at the right hand of Power,” that is, of God.
Overall, Jesus here combined Daniel 7 with Psalm 110:1, which became a favorite text of the
early Christian movement. Jesus has discovered in the Scriptures the two texts which speak
most plainly of the fact that, when Israel’s representative has completed His appointed task,
He will take His rightful place beside God Himself, sharing as it were the very throne of God.
Pray with me today:
Lord Jesus, king and master; guiltless, you were condemned; life-giver, you were sent
to death; lover of all, you were hated and mocked. We worship you and we bless your
name, now and forever more, Amen!
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Day 42 of Lent
Reinterpreting the last Passover
Mark 14:12-26
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb was being sacrificed, His
disciples *said to Him, “Where do You want us to go and prepare for You to eat the Passover?”
And He *sent two of His disciples and *said to them, “Go into the city, and a man will meet you
carrying a pitcher of water; follow him; and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house,
‘The Teacher says, “Where is My guest room in which I may eat the Passover with My
disciples?”’ And he himself will show you a large upper room furnished and ready; prepare for
us there.” The disciples went out and came to the city, and found it just as He had told them;
and they prepared the Passover.
When it was evening He *came with the twelve. As they were reclining at the table and eating,
Jesus said, “Truly I say to you that one of you will betray Me—one who is eating with Me.” They
began to be grieved and to say to Him one by one, “Surely not I?” And He said to them, “It is
one of the twelve, one who dips with Me in the bowl. For the Son of Man is to go just as it is
written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been
good for that man if he had not been born.”
The Lord’s Supper
While they were eating, He took some bread, and after a blessing He broke it, and gave it to
them, and said, “Take it; this is My body.” And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He
gave it to them, and they all drank from it. And He said to them, “This is My blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly I say to you, I will never again drink of the fruit of
the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” After singing a hymn, they
went out to the Mount of Olives.

In my visits to the Middle East, sharing a meal is one of the most ordinary and at the same
time one of the most profound things we humans ever do. Meals bind people together. One of
things I admire about Chinese families today is them coming together for family lunches on
Sunday.
It is very interesting, that when Jesus wanted to teach His disciples about the most important,
the very heart of the Christian Gospel, He decided to do it over a meal. I would have absolutely
loved being a student of Jesus. This meal that Jesus had with His disciples was the “Passover
Meal.”
Now, the name of the meal should have already picked your minds, and it should take your
minds back to God’s narrative in book of Exodus. The Passover Meal celebrations for the
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nation of Israel, is a time to look back and celebrate how God rescued His people from slavery
and constituted them as His free people, even though, for much of their history, the Jewish
people have continued to suffer slavery, exile and oppression.
Jesus’ special meal looked back like that, but it also looked on to a further event: the coming of
God’s kingdom. Jesus was looking forward to the next time he would drink wine with His
followers; by then, the kingdom should have come (vs.25). Mark is drawing out, the coming of
the kingdom in how Jesus saw and approach His death as the means by which that Kingdom
would be established.
In particular, Jesus, playing host for the meal, makes a startling alteration in some of the basic
words that the host has to speak. No longer is the bread they share a reminder of the bread of
affliction in Egypt. It is His body. No longer is the wine the celebration of God’s ancient rescue
operation. It is His blood; “the blood of the covenant, another echo of the Exodus story, poured
out for many” (an ancient Jewish way of saying for the whole people). Jesus, the host is now
saying, those who share in this meal are God’s new covenant people, the restored and
renewed Israel (Israel meaning God’s son), and that they are this because, and only because,
of Jesus’ forthcoming death.
What can we further learn from Mark’s description of this meal? It is fatally easy for Christians,
as Paul already found out in Corinth, to come to the family meal in an easy going fashion,
without really thinking out what’s going on and hence what sort of people we should be. When
Jesus was hosting His meal, He was aware of the snake in the grass, and a betrayer at the
table with Him. Mark clearly points out, that both the snake and the betrayer, and the meal are
all part of the meaning of the story.
So, when we break bread ourselves in our Holy Communion time we do so in the knowledge
that at the heart of every Christian community, and at the heart of every Christian individual,
there lies the capacity for betrayal. We keep this meal to remind us to approach God in
humility, seeking for His mercy, and His courage and strength. Instead of casual cheerfulness
that thinks of the meal as a piece of magic which gets round the need for serious spiritual and
moral self-examination.
Pray with me today;
Teach us, good Lord, so to share your table that we may be loyal to you forever, come
what may.
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Day 43 of Lent
“The King of the Jews!”
Mark 15:1-41
Jesus before Pilate
Early in the morning the chief priests with the elders and scribes and the whole Council,
immediately held a consultation; and binding Jesus, they led Him away and delivered Him to
Pilate. Pilate questioned Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” And He *answered him, “It is as
you say.” The chief priests began to accuse Him harshly. Then Pilate questioned Him again,
saying, “Do You not answer? See how many charges they bring against You!” But Jesus made
no further answer; so Pilate was amazed.
Now at the feast he used to release for them any one prisoner whom they requested. The man
named Barabbas had been imprisoned with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in
the insurrection. The crowd went up and began asking him to do as he had been accustomed to
do for them. Pilate answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the
Jews?” For he was aware that the chief priests had handed Him over because of envy. But the
chief priests stirred up the crowd to ask him to release Barabbas for them instead. Answering
again, Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Him whom you call the King of the Jews?”
They shouted back, “Crucify Him!” But Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has He done?” But
they shouted all the more, “Crucify Him!” Wishing to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas
for them, and after having Jesus scourged, he handed Him over to be crucified.
Jesus Is Mocked
The soldiers took Him away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium), and they *called together
the whole Roman cohort. They *dressed Him up in purple, and after twisting a crown of thorns,
they put it on Him; and they began to acclaim Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They kept beating
His head with a reed, and spitting on Him, and kneeling and bowing before Him. After they had
mocked Him, they took the purple robe off Him and put His own garments on Him. And they *led
Him out to crucify Him. They *pressed into service a passer-by coming from the country, Simon
of Cyrene (the father of Alexander and Rufus), to bear His cross.
The Crucifixion
Then they *brought Him to the place Golgotha, which is translated, Place of a Skull. They tried
to give Him wine mixed with myrrh; but He did not take it. And they *crucified Him, and *divided
up His garments among themselves, casting lots for them to decide what each man should take.
It was the third hour when they crucified Him. The inscription of the charge against Him read,
“THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
They *crucified two robbers with Him, one on His right and one on His left. And the Scripture
was fulfilled which says, “And He was numbered with transgressors.” Those passing by were
hurling abuse at Him, wagging their heads, and saying, “Ha! You who are going to destroy the
temple and rebuild it in three days, save Yourself, and come down from the cross!” In the same
way the chief priests also, along with the scribes, were mocking Him among themselves and
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saying, “He saved others; He cannot save Himself. Let this Christ, the King of Israel, now come
down from the cross, so that we may see and believe!” Those who were crucified with Him were
also insulting Him.
When the sixth hour came, darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour. At the ninth
hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which is translated, “My
God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they began
saying, “Behold, He is calling for Elijah.” Someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it
on a reed, and gave Him a drink, saying, “Let us see whether Elijah will come to take Him
down.” And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed His last. And the veil of the temple was torn
in two from top to bottom. When the centurion, who was standing right in front of Him, saw the
way He breathed His last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”
There were also some women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene,
and Mary the mother of James the Less and Joses, and Salome. When He was in Galilee, they
used to follow Him and minister to Him; and there were many other women who came up with
Him to Jerusalem.

So far, we have followed all the signposts, in the Gospel of Mark. From the voice of Jesus’
baptism through Peter’s blurting out that Jesus was the Messiah, through all the events of
Jesus’ early public career, through the transfiguration, right up to the triumphal entry into
Jerusalem with the crowds hailing Him as king, and then, dramatically and ironically, Caiaphas
asking if Jesus really was the Messiah and Jesus saying yes, and much more. He’s the King!
He’s the Messiah! He’s the one Israel has been waiting for! But, even up to this moment,
people are still asking for a sign.
Then, Jesus is questioned by Pilate. “Are you the King of the Jews?” And He answered him “It
is as you say.” Mark, then records that, “the chief priests began to accuse Him harshly.” Then
to add insult on Jesus’ wounds, during the feast Pilate used to release for the Jews any
prisoner whom they requested. The choice was between Jesus, and Barabbas. The crowd with
total rejection, chose Barabbas. Why? Because Barabbas has proven that his violent acts, is
more useful for their cause, than Jesus loving acts. Even then, Pilate gave the crowd one last
chance to free Jesus, but the crowd shouted back, “Crucify Him!”
This doesn’t make any sense doesn’t it? But Mark helps us to understand, that through such
hatred, and thirst for the blood of the innocent, God is declaring the down fall of the powers of
the rulers of the world, and taking back His rightful throne to rule the world with love, justice
and mercy. Furthermore, Mark helps us to realize that through Jesus trail, God was at the
same time redefining what power means. Pontius Pilate was so sure that he had the power to
free Jesus. But no! This was the whole point of Jesus’s answer to James and John ending with
His own reference to Isaiah 53. Power has been turned upside down. As one wise older writer
commented, thinking of the Apostle Paul’s eventual trial before the Roman Emperor Nero, that
the time would come when people would call their sons “Paul,” and their dogs “Nero.” In the
same way, the only thing people tend to know about Pilate today is that he washed his hands
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to signify innocence when in fact he was horribly guilty. Not only guilty, in other words, but
devious. Nobody sings hymns to Pilate or offers him their love and allegiance.
But Jesus? It is, of course, the crucified Jesus who has drawn to himself people of all sorts,
especially people in dire need. Today, millions have read this story and have seen their own
story mirrored in it. Their own tale of injustice, their own horrible betrayal, their won false
accusation, their own unjustified humiliation, their own suffering, their own death.
The cross said all for Mark. Two things Mark wants us to cement in our minds. First, Mark
writes; “the inscription of the charge against Him read; “THE KING OF THE JEWS” (v.26). For
Mark, Jesus truly is the King that the Jews were waiting to come and rescue them. But unlike
Moses in the narrative of the Exodus, Jesus was rejected, and put on the cross. And while
Jesus was on the cross, the Father brought judgment over Jerusalem, and the Temple. The
second thing that Mark wants us to know is said by, perhaps the only one that realized what
has happened. Mark writes that after Jesus cried out in a loud voice breathing his last breath,
and the veil of the temple was torn in two. The centurion, was standing right in front of Jesus
saw all this happening before his eyes said; “Truly this man was the Son of God!” (v.39).
Pray with me today;
Were the whole realm of nature mine that were an offering far too small; Love so
amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.
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Day 44 of Lent
Joseph’s Act of Courage
Mark 15:42-47
Jesus Is Buried
When evening had already come, because it was the preparation day, that is, the day before the
Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea came, a prominent member of the Council, who himself was
waiting for the kingdom of God; and he gathered up courage and went in before Pilate, and
asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate wondered if He was dead by this time, and summoning the
centurion, he questioned him as to whether He was already dead. And ascertaining this from
the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph. Joseph bought a linen cloth, took Him down,
wrapped Him in the linen cloth and laid Him in a tomb which had been hewn out in the rock; and
he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of
Joses were looking on to see where He was laid.

It is hard to tell which was more horrible. We watched on the television, some while ago now,
as the tsunami earthquake off the coast of Thailand. The waves came crashing in, the
enormous power of millions of tons of water varying houses, buses, railway trains, anything
and everything in its deadly path. But what was more devastating after the storm, is the calm.
Not the calm of quietness, of waking up and discovering it had all been a bad dream. The
broken, twisted calm of a landscape destroyed beyond recognition. Of people walking
aimlessly to and fro, unable even to imagine where to begin to clean up, to clear up, to rebuild
lives and communities.
The cay of Jesus’ crucifixion must have been like that. Any bereavement leaves you numb,
squashed under the heavy, choking cloud of grief. This was a bereavement like no other. For
Jesus’ followers, it was like a wife waiting months and days for her husband to return from war,
only to have him be killed in a car accident a street away from home. Not only was Jesus
dead. Dead! How could it be? Who can comfort us in this deep grief of hopelessness? Jesus
was the last and best hope, but now He is dead.
The followers of Jesus were force to wait. And part of the point of the waiting is not knowing
what’s going to come next, as certainly Jesus’ followers did not know. But they would had
discussed among themselves; ‘Didn’t Jesus said he was coming back after the third day?’
‘Really!’ ‘He said that.’ ‘I am not sure about that.’ ‘He said He was the Son of God, but He’s
dead now, so I’m not sure about all this.’
One thing we do know for certain, is that the disciples were not going around on the day after
the resurrection saying; ‘never mind, in a couple of days he’ll be back.’ Instead, the disciples
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were hiding in fear of the authorities, and maybe even embarrassed that they have followed to
wrong guy.
At the meantime, one brave man does what none of the closes disciple of Jesus could do.
Joseph of Arimathea uses his official status as a Council member in the service of his unofficial
status as a kingdom sympathizer. Joseph gathered up “courage” and went before Pilate,
making it known to everyone who he is loyal to, and asked for the Body of Jesus. But before
Pilate said yes, he asked if Jesus is already dead. Once Pilate received confirmation that
Jesus has indeed died, he gave permission to Joseph to take the Body of Jesus for burial.
Joseph came prepared to bury Jesus. He had “bought a linen cloth, took Him down, wrapped
Him in the linen cloth and laid Him in a tomb” (v.46). Joseph’s kind and respectful actions
brought honor to Jesus, and a much needed closure to the disciples’ uncertain period of
waiting.
During uncertain moments of your Lent Journey, be like Joseph, and do kind and respectful
acts while waiting for the right answers from God.
Pray with me today;
Jesus is dead, Jesus is dead. Think of a world where Jesus is dead.
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Day 44 of Lent
Easter: A Radical New Beginning
Mark 16:1-8
The Resurrection
When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome,
bought spices, so that they might come and anoint Him. Very early on the first day of the week,
they *came to the tomb when the sun had risen. They were saying to one another, “Who will roll
away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” Looking up, they *saw that the stone had
been rolled away, [b]although it was extremely large. Entering the tomb, they saw a young man
sitting at the right, wearing a white robe; and they were amazed. And he *said to them, “Do not
be amazed; you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who has been crucified. He has risen; He
is not here; behold, here is the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples and Peter,
‘He is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see Him, just as He told you.’” They went out
and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had gripped them; and they said nothing
to anyone, for they were afraid.

The disciples were afraid of the authorities, but wouldn’t you be afraid too? Even today, people
are afraid of Easter for totally different reasons. Well, perhaps not totally different. The
gatekeepers of “modern” Western society have decreed that religion is dangerous nonsense;
that if there is a “god” he’s a long way away and only interested in your private spiritual life. In
fact, the cry of the Seculars stills rings like the Church Bells of Europe, “God is dead!” Who or
what can replace Him?
Yes, the Messiah is dead, but the problem for the world, the satan, Jesus’ accusers, is that we
have arrived in Easter. Easter doesn’t mean the end. It doesn’t mean that our journey is now
complete. No! In fact, it’s just the opposite. Easter means a shocking surprise, with a shocking
new beginning. The story is not over. In fact, it’s just starting. The new story, the story which is
now possible because Jesus has been enthroned as king of the Jews, a king of the world, as
sovereign over death itself, as the one who is now going to do strange new things, surprising
his closest friends and His most implacable enemies.
This Easter shocking new beginning will meant a new way of thinking, a new way of living, a
new way of being human, is about to be launched upon the world, a way that people thought
impossible then and think impossible still today, but a way that has caught up millions and
transformed their lives beyond recognition. Easter Day is, of course, an event of cosmic
significance.
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This Easter shocking new beginning also has its personal task. Mark writes that Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might go
and anoint Him. But when they arrived to the tomb, the “stone” had been removed from the
entrance. The women enter the tomb, instead of seeing Jesus, they saw a “young man”, and
angel who said to them; “Do not be amazed; you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who has
been crucified. He has risen; He is not here; behold, here is the place where they laid Him”
(vs.6-7). The young man further instructed the women to “go, tell His disciples and Peter,
‘[Jesus] is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see Him, just as He told you’” (v.8).
There is a powerful sense that something new, shocking new is about to boil over the world.
The women fled in shock, trembling and astonished. Why? Because it’s not normal to be
greeted by any man sitting in a tomb giving you instruction that the dead person you were
hoping to find “has got ahead of you.” What could this mean for the women? What could this
mean for the disciples? What could this mean for the world? What could this mean for the
Satan? What could this mean for you and I?
Easter is all about new starts. That was true then, and it is true now. The only proper response
to Easter is to fall flat on our faces and worship Jesus, the new King of the world that has gone
ahead of us.
Pray with me today;
Lord of life, risen from the dead, lead us on through fear and astonishment to share in
the new work of your kingdom.
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Day 44 of Lent
The Resurrection of Jesus the King, and
the Commissioning of His Followers
Mark 16:9
Now after He had risen early on the first day of the week, He first appeared to Mary
Magdalene, from whom He had cast out seven demons. She went and reported to
those who had been with Him, while they were mourning and weeping. When they
heard that He was alive and had been seen by her, they refused to believe it.
After that, He appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking along
on their way to the country. They went away and reported it to the others, but they did
not believe them either.
The Disciples Commissioned
Afterward He appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at the table;
and He reproached them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not
believed those who had seen Him after He had risen. And He said to them, “Go into all
the world and preach the gospel to all creation. He who has believed and has been
baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned. These signs
will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they
will speak with new tongues; they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly
poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”
So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven
and sat down at the right hand of God. And they went out and preached everywhere,
while the Lord worked with them, and confirmed the word by the signs that followed.]
[And they promptly reported all these instructions to Peter and his companions. And
after that, Jesus Himself sent out through them from east to west the sacred and
imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation.]

Scripture clearly points out that the resurrection was not the end. Instead, Jesus’ resurrection
acts was the new dawn, the beginning of the New Age. Mark points out that the New Age
begins with Jesus becoming Lord of the world. First, that’s the main point of His resurrection.
This was the early church’s understanding. Paul writes in Romans 1:3-5 making it clear for us
that the resurrection demonstrates that He always was the “son of God,” and has now been
powerfully and publicly declared to be Israel’s Messiah, the world’s true king.
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The resurrection is not about proving that there is life after death. The early Church knew very
well that there is life after death, because God exists, and God promised that they will be
resurrection, like the vision of Ezekiel’s try bones. The resurrection doesn’t also mean that
Jesus has gone to be with the Father, waiting for the world to destroy its self, then comes back
and take us away from it. Instead, resurrection means, it is now possible to pray; “let Your will
be done on earth, as it is done in heaven.”
Second, now that Jesus is the Lord of the world, He is now going to work with His people to
bring forth His kingdom, His redemption to all of creation. The sovereign power of the
enthroned Jesus goes to work, Paul and other Biblical writers might add, “through His Spirit,”
so that, when the message is announced, people’s hearts are softened, and to their own great
surprise they find that they believe it.
Third, the resurrection is about commissioning a new people, for a new task, of redeeming the
world. But, while Jesus has been resurrected, and taking is rightful place as King, the disciples
still were full of “unbelief and hardness of heart.” Why? Mark writes, “because they had not
believed those who had seen [Jesus] after He had risen” (vs.14).
So, once the disciples met the resurrected King, two things happen to them. First they believed
all that Jesus had spoken to them before His death and resurrection. Indeed the Kingdom of
God has arrived before their eyes. And then, they received their calling. The same calling that
is given to all those who believe in Jesus as King of the world. Jesus said to them;
Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. He who has believed and has
been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned (vs.1516).
Lastly, Jesus said to the disciples that certain “signs will accompany those who have believed.”
Jesus talks about signs such as casting out demons, speak with new tongues, pick up
serpents, and if they drink any ready poison, it will not hurt them, they will lay hands on the
sick, and they will recover (vs.17-18). The point of them all is not so much to perform magic
tricks to convince people that Jesus is alive and well, but rather to be signs and symbols of the
healing work of the gospel going out into new countries, rescuing bodies and souls from the
corrupt and corrupting powers that have enslaved them.
And if the church and His followers, in following this commission, still shows signs of its own
muddle, brokenness, failing and sin, God can take care of that too. All this put together, Mark
is simply saying that all things are possible, Jesus had said, for those who believe. That
remains at the heart of Mark’s resurrection message.
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As we approach the end of the season of Lent, we are face with Jesus’ commissioning of His
followers. That’s the point of Lent and Easter. For Jesus to become King, in order to restore
His temple, all of Creation. Are you willing to complete your journey with Jesus’
commissioning? Are you willing to “go into the world and preach the Good News of the King?”
If your answer is a resounding yes! Then your mission starts now!
Pray with me today;
Give us your power, Almighty Lord that we may bear faithful witness to your risen life.
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