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“The Best Legacy” 

Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

Pastor Barber 

 

Introduction 

1. What is the legacy that you want to leave? 

 Some:  Financial legacy - house (illus. mansions historic), bank account,  investments 

  Accomplishment legacy - athletics, trophies, books, music, art, politics 

  Appearance / ”Brand” - “John Wayne,” surfer, famous 

    Illus.  Funeral today makes you think.  How will I be remembered? 

2. How do we remember our own loved ones? 

 As they are/were? - deaf, loud, grumpy, demanding, can’t do what they want to do. 

 

 Or when they were at their best? - loving, kind, mentor, teacher, dependable 

 

3. The best legacy according to scripture is_PEOPLE____________. 

 Paul’s legacy was the Thessalonians. 

  1 Thess. 2:19 - For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the    

   presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?  

 Paul’s legacy was Timothy. 

  2 Timothy 2:1-2 - Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the 

   things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 

   faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.  

4. Legacy in the Bible is not  just an imprint on history but an impression of the image of God clearly       

 engraved on the heart of another who can then impact others after them.   

 To see this in action, we turn to Moses and Joshua. 

 

Text:  Deut. 3:26-28 

 Deu 3:26  But the LORD was wroth with me for your sakes, and would not hear me: and the LORD said 

  unto me, Let it suffice thee; speak no more unto me of this matter.  

 Deu 3:27  Get thee up into the top of Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes westward, and northward, and 

  southward, and eastward, and behold it with thine eyes: for thou shalt not go over this        

  Jordan.  

 Deu 3:28  But charge Joshua, and encourage him, and strengthen him: for he shall go over before this 

  people, and he shall cause them to inherit the land which thou shalt see.  

 Three specific instructions from God: 

  1.  Charge him 

  2.  Encourage him. 

  3.  Strengthen him. 

 These are not separate items put three parts of a whole. 
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I. The Charge. 

 A.  What this charge is. 

  1.  Not a task list. 

  2.  Not a suggestion. 

  3.  It is a commission 

   Illus. - a commissioned officer, a commissioning service for a pastor 

 B.  What this charge looks like. 

  1.  It carries authority. 

   Here: Moses 

  2.  It conveys responsibility. 

   Here:  Joshua 

    See: Joshua 1:1-2, 6 

    Jos 1:1  Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came to pass, 

    that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying,  

    Jos 1:2  Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, 

    thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the 

    children of Israel.  

    Jos 1:6  Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide 

    for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.  

   Applica:  Mentor - preparing someone to take over 

      “Minister” - a commitment to using what is learned and pass it on. 

     See: Joshua 24:31  And Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua, 

     and all the days of the elders that overlived Joshua, and which had 

     known all the works of the LORD, that he had done for Israel.  

    There are consequences - both good and bad. 

 

II. The Encouragement. 

 A.  The definition. 

  “To build up a person’s mental strength through positive input.” 

 B.  The companion. 

  Encouragement has to do with positive reinforcement and correction. 

   Building confidence and competence. 

   Illus.  Physical trainer ex. after knee replacement.  Physical strengthening by        

              instruction, confidence building and correction. 

   Correction and instruction with no encouragement leads to despair. 

   Encouragement with no instruction or correction leads to chaos. 

 Applica:  There is a two way street here as well. 

  Mentors need encouragement from those they mentor as well. 

  Ex.  Joshua as a spy, wanted to take the promised land  (see Num. 14) but the people doubted 

   and would not.  In Joshua 1:18 the people said back to Joshua “Be strong . . .“  They 

   had faith in Joshua and God. 
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III. The Strengthening. 

 A.  The definition. 

  “to build up, to fortify , to add that which endures,”   

 B.  Implies a long term staying power or endurance. 

  See:  Psa 119:28  My soul melteth for heaviness: strengthen thou me according unto thy word. 

 

           Psa 27:14  Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: 

   wait, I say, on the LORD.  

 

           Zec 10:12  And I will strengthen them in the LORD; and they shall walk up and down in his 

   name, saith the LORD.  

 

           Luke 22:32  But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art              

   converted, strengthen thy brethren. 

 

          1Pe 5:10  But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ      

   Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle 

   you.  

  C.  The content. 

   Transformation by the Holy Spirit. 

 

   Change in character. 

 

   The perspective of seeing as God sees. 

 

 

             


