
 1 

“Living God’s Word” 

Sunday, October 2, 2022 

Pastor Barber 

 

Text 

Psa 119:129  Thy testimonies are wonderful: therefore doth my soul keep them.  

Psa 119:130  The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.  

Psa 119:131  I opened my mouth, and panted: for I longed for thy commandments.  

Psa 119:132  Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, as thou usest to do unto those that love thy 

 name.  

Psa 119:133  Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have dominion over me.  

Psa 119:134  Deliver me from the oppression of man: so will I keep thy precepts.  

Psa 119:135  Make thy face to shine upon thy servant; and teach me thy statutes.  

Psa 119:136  Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, because they keep not thy law.  

 

Introduction 

1. God’s Word is clearly the focus of this chapter but more important, David’s life.  It is the foundation for 

 his life. 

2. There are two divisions in this section.  The preeminence of God’s Word for David, and the prayer        

 requests for living it. 

3. There are three terms for God’s Word in the first section:   

 Testimonies = God’s word and its effects in peoples lives. 

 Words = God’s promises.  An emphasis on God Himself saying this. 

  Commandments = principles, guidelines, rules.  Do this  . . . don’t do that. 

 These are used very purposefully here. 

4. There are four prayer requests indicated by the four imperative verbs:  Look, Order, Deliver, and Make. 

 These have a progression of thought as it applies to living the Word of God. 

 Applica.  This expands the previous five requests we have heightened previously. 

  Open my eyes, give me understanding, cleanse me, comfort me, and give me light for my 

   steps and path. 

 

I. God’s Word is a priority for living.  Vv. 129-131 

 A.  Vs. 129  “Thy testimonies are wonderful: therefore doth my soul keep them.” 

  1.  “testimonies” = It is a word meaning “to bear witness.”  In the Bible there are many  

   “witnesses” that reveal God and give insight into God’s works.  David has experienced 

   that for himself as well. 

  2.  “wonderful”- God’s Word reflects or points to God who is truly wonderful. 

   Applica:  When God is removed, wonder goes with it.  When God is a focus, wonder is 

    a result. 

  2.  “My soul” - not just a goal in his mind, but a core commitment.  
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 B.  Vs. 130  “The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.” 

  1.  “thy word”- similar to Ps. 119:105 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto  

   my path.”  “word”= Anything that comes from God’s holy, perfect mouth. Because it is 

   God’s Word it is a promise, a sure thing.  

  2.  “entrance . . . understanding” In this verse the emphasis is on the result in my mind and 

   heart.  I get it.  It turned on the light of my understanding. 

  3.  “simple” = uninformed, not willfully ignoring.  Willfully ignoring truth or right is often     

   referred to as foolish or being a fool in scripture. 

   See:  Jesus talks to two on the road to Emmaus.  (Luke 24). 

    1. He opened the scriptures.   Luke 24:32 

    2. He opened their eyes.  Luke 24:31 

    3. He opened their understanding  Luke 24:45 

 C.  Vs. 131  “I opened my mouth, and panted: for I longed for thy commandments.” 

    “I opened my mouth” - When you understand God’s Word you “long,” desire, want to  

   speak it. 

   See: Psa. 81:10b -”. . .  open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.”  

   Applica.  God’s Word is NOT dead, old, lifeless.  It is alive. 

   1Pe 1:22-23  Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit 

   unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart 

   fervently: Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word 

   of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.  

   “seed” - that which is alive, grows. 

 

II. God empowers His Word for living.  Vv. 132-136 

 A.  Vs. 132  “Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, as thou usest to do unto those that love 

  thy name.” 

  1.  “look” = turn towards, face. This is a prayer request number one.  

  2.  “merciful” = not what we deserve but what we need from God.  God has been merciful!   

   Applica.  God has been merciful to us in giving us salvation.  (Hymn, And Can It Be, “Tis 

    mercy all, immense and free; for O my God, it found out me)  

    God was merciful to Tampa with the storm not hitting us directly! 

    How has God been merciful to you? 

  3.  “Usest to do” - There is abundant evidence in scripture of God’s mercy:  ex. deliverance 

   out of Egypt of Israel, the conquest of the land of promise. 

 B.  Vs. 133   “Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have dominion over me.” 

   1.  “order”  = to prepare, to fix, to be stable.  This is prayer request number two. 

    A request for God to give direction for his life.   

   2.  “let not” -  David knows that when he obeys God’s Word it keeps him from being        

   dominated by wrong. 
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 C.  Vs. 134  “Deliver me from the oppression of man: so will I keep thy precepts.” 

  “deliver” = to ransom, preserve, release.  People can oppose or oppress.  A focus on     

   keeping God’s precepts will give deliverance.  This is prayer request number three. 

 D.  Vs. 135  “Make thy face to shine upon thy servant; and teach me thy statutes.” 

  “Make thy face shine” - God is in His Word.  

    This echoes the blessing that was given to Aaron and the priests. 

    Num 6:24  “The LORD bless thee, and keep thee:”  

    Num 6:25  “The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto 

     thee:”  

    Num 6:26  “The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.”  

   Moses asked to see the face of God.  He was granted only to see God after He passed 

    by.” (Ex. 34:6-7) 

   Believers WILL see God’s face!   

    Rev 22:3  “And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the 

     Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him:” 

    Rev 22:4  “And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their              

     foreheads.”  

   This is prayer request number four. 

 E.  Vs. 136  “Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, because they keep not thy law.” 

  “Rivers of water run down mine eyes” - A genuine sorrow for those who can’t see God, God’s 

   truth, God’s promises, or have God’s direction for their lives. 

  Applica:  Have you ever felt sorrow for friends or loved ones who just don’t or won’t believe 

   God and get saved? 

 

Conclusion 

1. The wonder of God will be found in God’s Word and will be confirmed when God’s Word is lived out. 

2. Prayer requests form this section include: “Look, order, deliver, and make.” 

3. We will not see the wonder of God if we are not in His Word. 

4. Look for the wonder of God’s mercy this week! 


