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Wednesday, January 25, 2023 

Text:  2 Peter 1:8-15 

 

Introduction 

1. Peter gives the characteristics of growth that will enable believers to have an effective and 

fruitful life that glorifies God in verses 5-7. 

2. These growth areas have an application for the present, “if these things be in you” vs. 8; 

 the future, “cannot see afar off” vs. 9; and even the past “hath forgotten” vs. 9. 

3. We need to always be in remembrance, vs. 12, 15. 

4. We need to be “stirred up” vs. 13, not just “knowing” and “being established.”  

5. We can finish strong, “an abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ”  vs. 11. 

 

I.  We can grow.  Vv. 8-11 

 A.  Fruitfulness. 

  1.  “barren” = fruitless, unproductive, idle, ineffective, not producing 

   This does not mean a lack of talents or abilities. 

   This is because of faithfulness. 

    See: 1Co 4:2  “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found 

     faithful.”  



  2.  Fruitfulness here is “in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

    a.  This means the believer is seeing growth and results of growth in the          

    characteristics mentioned in verses 5-7 in their lives. 

   b.  Knowledge is a key theme of this book. 

      It is knowing by experience the saving grace of Salvation. 

    It is the application of God’s truth to life in becoming more like Christ. 

   c.   Applica. The Bible refers to fruitfulness in a believers life in other places; 

    examples: 

    1)  John 15:1-8 - Abiding in the vine 

     Joh 15:3  “Now ye are clean through the word which I have    

      spoken unto you.”  

     Joh 15:4  “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 

      fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, 

      except ye abide in me.”  

    2)  The fruit of the Spirit. 

     Gal 5:22  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long 

      suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,”  

     Gal 5:23  “Meekness, temperance: against such there is no 

      law.”  

   d.  The ultimate goal is not for a more perfect ”me,” but to minister to others 

    by being a witness for Christ and serving others. 

 B.  Vision v s. 9 

  “blind” an inability to see or a lack of clear vision. 

   Those who are unsaved are in the dark because Satan has blinded their minds. 

    2 Cor 4:3  “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:”  

    2 Cor 4:4  “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of 

     them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 

     Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” 

  “cannot see afar off” is being nearsighted. 

   Applica.  Some people see only themselves, their own needs, their own  

    church, etc. 

    There is a whole world that needs the gospel; that needs Christ. 

     Joh 4:35  “Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then  

      cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your 

      eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already 

      to harvest.”  

 C.  Security vs. 10-11 

  Illus.  If you walk around with your eyes closed you will stumble.  The growing       

  Christian can have confidence because of the growth and security in Christ. 

 



  “give diligence”  vs. 10  This is also a key theme of this book. 

   This adds to the thought of vs. 5 ”giving all diligence.” 

   Keep on being diligent is the emphasis here.  Don’t just begin and then stop. 

  “calling” and “election” vs. 10 

   These work together.  “God uses the gospel to call sinners to repentance, and 

    then those sinners discover that they were chosen by God.”  

     [Wiersbe, Be Alert, pg 28 of 201 (Kindle)] 

  “sure” vs. 10  

   This is the result in our lives.  We will have ongoing confidence in our life in 

    Christ.  This is not working to earn salvation. 

  “an entrance”  = the picture of the welcome home of an Olympic champion. 

  “ministered unto you abundantly” = a lavish provision 

   The Christian life begins by faith.  Faith leads us to grow.  Growth leads us to 

    practical results in our own life and in the lives if others as we serve the 

    Lord by ministering to them. 

     2 Pet 1:7  “And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 

      kindness charity.” 

 

II.  We can live by God’s Word.  Vv. 12-15 

 A.  Peter’s three motives for this letter. 

  1.  To obey Christ’s command.  “I will not be negligent” vs. 12 

   See: Luk 22:32  “. . . strengthen thy brethren.”  

    Joh 21:17  “. . . Feed my sheep.” 

  2.  It was the right thing and the right time.  “I think it meet” vs. 13 

   It is always the right time to stir up the saints to remember God’s Word! 

  3.  Peters time was short.  “endeavor” [the same term as diligent] vs. 15 

   Peter had to diligently remind them with passion because he had an unknown 

    but short time to do it.  

 B.  Peter’s message he wanted to accomplish.  “remembrance” vs. 12-13, 15. 

  1.  To never forget, “always in remembrance” vs. 12 

   This is part of the Holy Spirit's ministry, to cause believers to remember the 

    words of Christ. 

    Joh 14:26  “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the    

     Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and 

     bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said 

     unto you.”  

  2.  To be constantly alert, awake.  “stir you up” vs. 13 

   We can’t take God’s truth for granted.  The believers knew and were  

    “established in the present truth.” vs. 12 

 



 C.  Peter’s testimony concerning God’s Word.  

  1.  He was there at the mount of transfiguration and heard God’s Word. Vv. 16-18 

   a.  He was there.  Vs. 16  “eyewitnesses” “we” vs. 18 

    He uses the plural here: includes John and James 

   b.  They heard the voice of God. Vs. 17-18 “this is my Son” 

  2.  There is even a more permanent record of God’s Word. Vs. 19, 21 

   “holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” 

   a.  It is the sure Word.  Vs. 19 

    Not fables, vs. 16 but a more sure word of prophecy, vs. 19. 

    See:  Ps. 19:7  “Thy testimonies are very sure.” 

     Ps. 111:7 “All his commandments are sure.” 

   b.  It is the “shining” Word.  Vs. 19 

    1) The Word of God shines a light of truth in a murky world. 

     Ps. 119:105 “Thy word is lamp unto my feet and a light unto my 

      path.” 

    2)  “day star arises”  The day star is the morning star, the star that       

     precedes the dawn. 

     Jesus is “the bright and morning star.”  Rev. 22:16 

     Jesus’ coming is anticipated by believers, but will bring judgment 

      for unbelievers. 

   c.  It is the Spirit given Word.  Vv. 20-21 

    This is a very important verse for the divine inspiration oif the scripture. 

    Another passage is:  

    2 Timothy 3:14-17  “But continue thou in the things which thou hast 

     learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast 

     learned them; And that from a child thou hast known the holy        

     scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 

     through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by   

     inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

     correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God 

     may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”  

 

 

    


