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INTRODUCTION: 
Paul came to Athens as a sightseer and became a soul-winner! This 
famous city was a center of religion and culture, but all Paul could see 
was sin and superstition; one ancient writer said it was easier to find a god 
than a man in Athens. Paul disputed with the Jews in the synagogue but 
had little or no success. He then followed the pattern of the Greek 
teachers and took his message to the market (agora) where the men 
assembled to discuss philosophy or to transact business. 
 

TALKPOINTS: 
 

Acts 17:16-23 
16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked 

within him as he saw that the city was full of idols.  
 

PROVOKED BECAUSE OF PASSION 
 

• Paul’s passion was poked by idolatry.   
o Paul was provoked because the Holy Spirit was alive in him 

and his passion disturbed. 
o I think our passion needs to be poked.   
o Do I feel the poke?  Is it God poking you to make Him 

known?  Or maybe its sin poking you and conviction is 
provoking you because of the idols in your life.    

 

17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout 
persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to 
be there. 18 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed 

with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others 
said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was 

preaching Jesus and the resurrection.  
19 And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May 
we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20 For you 
bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what 

these things mean.” 21 Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived 
there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing 

something new.  
 



 

PROVOKED TO PREACH THE WORD  
 

• Our lives can’t preach the word with conviction and integrity if 
we’re not lined up with it.  

o Paul couldn’t stand in front of an audience such as this 
without knowing and having a life that lined up with God’s 
word. 

o I’m gonna ask, work, and take the opportunities to share 
the gospel with people.   

o It’s what gave him his boldness.   
 

• Two main philosophies would control Athens at that time.  
o The Stoics were materialistic and almost fatalistic in their 

thinking. Their system was built on pride and personal 
independence. Nature was their god, and they believed 
that all nature was gradually moving toward a great 
climax.  

o The Epicureans desired pleasure, and their philosophy was 
grounded in experience, not reason. They were almost 
atheistic. Here we have two extremes in philosophy, and 
Paul confronted them both with the Gospel of Christ. 

 
 

22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I 
perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I passed along 

and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this 
inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as 

unknown, this I proclaim to you.	24 The God who made the world and 
everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples 

made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and 

everything.  

 
THE UNKNOWN GOD DESIRES TO BE KNOWN 
 

• God goes searching for the Greeks. 
• God reveals Himself through creation to draw man unto Himself.   
• God didn’t need temples, He didn’t live in temples, nor does man’s 

provisions He is self-sustained.    
 

 

26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the 
face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries 

of their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel 
their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each 

one of us, 28 for  



  “ ‘In him we live and move and have our being’;  

as even some of your own poets have said,  

  “ ‘For we are indeed his offspring.’  

 

GOD HASN’T HIDDEN HIMSELF 
• Paul describes God as reachable, obtainable, and available.   

o To the believer we know this.  We rely on it, we live on it, and 
we count on it.   

o We must be careful not to remove our trust, our sincerity, and 
our seriousness from Him.    

   

29 Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is 
like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 

man. 30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands 
all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which 

he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 

the dead.” 

REPENTANCE SETS THE CAPTIVE FREE 
• God knew these people were held captive in their philosophies and 

self-indulgences.  Yet they were ignorant of the truth of salvation 
and redemption. 
   

• We have people in our lives held captive of materialism, selfishness, 
and deep-rooted sin.  God sends you to bring the love of Christ and 
to lead them to the cross.   

 

CLOSING: 
Like Paul I have a clear calling on my life and that is to know Christ and to 
make Him known. 


