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STARTPOINT: 
 
Not two, but one.  Jesus brings the Jew and the Gentile together as one.  
Remarkable and unthinkable… 
 
In the time of this sermon this morning, my prayer is that God will do the 

remarkable and maybe even the unthinkable in your heart through His word.  
What He says to your heart through my words have traveled from heaven to you 
and for you.   
 

TALKPOINTS: 

 

CHECK YOUR PULSE!  DOES IT BEAT FOR GOD? 
Ephesians 2:11-17 

11 Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called “uncircumcised heathens” 

by the Jews, who were proud of their circumcision, even though it affected only their bodies and 

not their hearts.  

 

 

Trouble in the pews.  Friction is where once separated from God.  But now, God 

has made it possible through Jesus Christ to be united with Christ.  The Ephesian 

(Gentile) church appeared to have some friction with Jewish Christians.   

 

o Paul contrasts the conditions of the Jews and Gentiles to show the 

Ephesians how significant their salvation is.   

▪ That would explain why Paul goes into a discussion of the 

relationship between those two groups at this point. In verse 

11, Paul shows the Gentiles’ hopeless condition before 

salvation by contrasting them with the Jews. God’s plan of 

salvation in the Old Testament came through the Jewish 

nation. That still didn’t mean that all Jews were truly 

redeemed. It only told that the message of redemption came 

through the Jewish nation. The Ephesians, as Gentiles, did not 

have natural access to that message of salvation.  

 

o How significant is your salvation?   

 
▪ We had hopelessness before salvation too.    

 



- Circumcision was a source of pride for the Jews.  

 

o It was a visible sign of their historical relationship with God. It was a 

religious slur for the Jews to call the Gentiles uncircumcised. The 

Jewish nation had forfeited their unique position with God because, 

while they were physically circumcised, their heart attitude was not 

one of submission to God. 

 

 

Romans 2:29 NIV 
29 No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly; circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the 

Spirit, not by the written code. Such a person’s praise is not from other people but God.  

 

- Paul discusses the role of the Old Testament Law as it relates to 
Christianity.  

o An outward sign of being set apart from God.  
▪ However, if the heart is sinful, then physical circumcision is of 

no avail. A circumcised body and a wicked heart are at odds 
with each other. Rather than focus on external rites, Paul 
focuses on the condition of the heart. Using circumcision as a 
metaphor, he says that only the Holy Spirit can purify a seat 

and set us apart to God. Ultimately, circumcision cannot 
make a person right with God; the Law is not enough. A 
person’s heart must change. Paul calls this change 
“circumcision of the heart.” 

 

Deuteronomy 30:6 

 6 The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you 

may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and lives. 

 

God uses this metaphor as well.   

 

- God always wanted more from His people than external conformity.   
 

- He has always wanted them to possess a heart to love, know, and follow 
Him. That’s why God is not concerned with the circumcision of the flesh.  

 

Jeremiah 4:4 

“Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, circumcise your hearts, you men of Judah and people of 

Jerusalem, or my wrath will break out and burn like fire because of the evil you have done.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IMAGINE A LIFE WITHOUT HOPE. 
12 In those days you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from citizenship among the 

people of Israel, and you did not know the covenant promises God had made to them. You lived 

in this world without God and without hope.  

 

I can’t imagine being without God in my life.   
 

- Listen long-time believer your hope is found in Christ!  Listen, new believers, 
your hope is found in Christ.  

 

Psalm 39:7 

And now, O Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in you. 

 

GET OUT YOUR PHONES! 
 

How fast can we get to 20 hands raised?  Get on Google, Bing, or Yahoo a 
search engine.  When you see a story that would require some hope I want you 
to raise your hand. 
 
 

Proverbs 23:18 

Surely there is a future, and your hope will not be cut off. 

 

- Of course, there are wonderful things ahead for you!  Jeremiah 29:11 says, 
“For I know the plans I have for you.  Plans to prosper you and to give you 

hope.”  

 

 

Isaiah 41:10 

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help 

you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

 

- Use the right “I”.  

 

THE GENTILES HAD NO HOPE PROMISED TO THEM! 
Paul emphasizes that the Gentiles were: 

• separate from Christ 

• excluded from citizenship in Israel 
• foreigners to the covenants of the promise 
• without hope 
• without God in the world 

 

- Jesus was the Messiah, the Savior of the Jewish nation.  
o The nation of Israel had been given promises (covenants) by God 

that they would have a Messiah. This gave them hope and 
afforded an avenue to God for them. Not being Jews, the Gentiles 
did not have these advantages. A Gentile might convert to 

Judaism; but then he would no longer be a Gentile but a converted 
Jew. Therefore, true Gentiles were utterly without hope even with 



their many religions and many gods. The one God did not 
acknowledge them because they did not acknowledge him. 

 
 

 

BUT NOW…UNITED IN CHRIST! 
 
13 But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but now you 

have been brought near to him through the blood of Christ.  

 

- God, because of his mercy and love, did not leave them in this hopeless 

condition. 

o Jesus never leaves you in a hopeless condition.  If we’re hopeless it’s 

because we’ve our trust in either ourselves, others, or in the hands of 

the enemy.  

  

- Christ abolished the distinction between Jew and Gentile. All people are 

now considered the same before God. His death on the cross made this 

wonderful thing possible. 

o Story of “saved by the same grace you are.” 

 

 

 

GOD WANTS PEACE TO BE BOTH VERTICAL AND 

HORIZONTAL. 
 14 For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles into one people 

when, in his own body on the cross, he broke down the wall of hostility that separated us.  

 

- Jesus eliminated the wall animosity.  No longer were they going to hate 

each other.  There was nothing in between them anymore.     

 
o Let’s keep this practical.   

▪ What animosity did you bring in your heart to church today? 

▪ What walls do you need to break down? 

 

 

 

 

A SYSTEM ENDS AND PEACE BEGINS. 
15 He did this by ending the system of law with its commandments and regulations. He made 

peace between Jews and Gentiles by creating in himself one new people from the two groups.  

 



- The Jews kept the law, with its commandments and regulations. Gentiles 

did not.  This created a barrier between them.  

 

- Jesus’ death satisfied the law and therefore eliminated it as a barrier.  

 

o Since neither Jew nor Gentile had to obey the law to find salvation, 

the means of distinguishing between the two kinds of people 

vanished. Again, this created peace between hostile parties. 

 

 

JESUS UNITES BY BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS. 
16 Together as one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of his death on the 

cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to death.  

 
 

- People who break barriers are inspirational.  They inspire us to step out, 

take risks, be bold, and do the unthinkable.  People like: 

o Jackie Robinson, Amelia Earhart, Neil Armstrong, Sandra Day 
O'Connor, the list goes on and on.   
 

- All these people are amazing and have changed the course of their field 

forever but look no further the Jesus as the greatest barrier breaker of all 

time.  Jesus’ purpose was to fulfill the prophecies which He did.  He came 

to heal the sick and the broken which He did.  He came to save the lost 

which He did.  He came to die on the cross and defeat sin and death 

which He did.   

 

- The cross destroyed both the human hostility and the hostility between 

people and God. 

 

- Breaking barriers doesn’t mean we’re noticed by people but more 

importantly by God. 

o God knows our barriers.  He knows what barriers need to come 

down in your life.  He’s empowered you to do so through.  

  

o What barriers do you have in your life that needs to be broken 

down for the sake of your children and your grandchildren?  

 
 

 

  

NEAR OR FAR, JESUS WANTS YOU CLOSER. 



 

17 He brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from him, and peace to 

the Jews who were near.  

- Near or far, Jesus wants you closer.   

o How close are you to the Lord today?  So, near you know exactly 

when He’s speaking to you.  You can still get closer.    

 

o Are you present but so far away?  Do you have moments where 

you don’t even know what’s what?       

 

 

FINISHPOINTS: 
 

THE SPIRIT OPENED THE DOOR TO GOD’S IMMEDIATE PRESENCE. 
18 Now all of us can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has 

done for us. 

 

- We see the complete work of the Trinity.   

 

The door is wide open for you today for you to experience God’s presence.  

Each person in this room could have a personal, different experience with the 

Lord if they chose to.     

  

 
19 So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of 

God’s holy people. You are members of God’s family. 20 Together, we are his house, built on the 

foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. 21 We 

are carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord. 22 Through him you 

Gentiles are also being made part of this dwelling where God lives by his Spirit. 

 

 


	o Jackie Robinson, Amelia Earhart, Neil Armstrong, Sandra Day O'Connor, the list goes on and on.

