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STARTPOINT: 
 

Wouldn’t it be great if the Christian life had a check list? A recipe of sorts to provide instructions that we 
could follow to ensure we were being "good Christians"? Few things in life really work that way. In fact, 
even recipes followed exactly don’t always turn out. They fail to account for effects of the weather, slight 
differences in ingredients, variance in oven temperatures, or a number of other factors. And "good" is in 
the taste buds of the eater. So, what does it take to be a good Christian? 
  

TALKPOINTS: 
 

John 15: 5-8  
5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for 

without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and 
is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you 

abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for 
you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 

 
 

In verse 7 and 8 we see the explanation after the imagery of v6 ends.   
 

Lodge the word in your heart, mind, and soul...that ain’t comin’ out! 
 

- Fix into place…it’s foundational and permanent…the word is “at all times” element to the 
believer.  It can’t be a the “self-convenient go to” when you want it to be.  It’s convenient 
always and for all use but it’s up to us to open the doors of our hearts even when it’s 
convicting.  

 
2nd Timothy 3:16,17 

16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize 
what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is 

right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work. 
 

- All the remarks of Jesus together make up Jesus’ word (logos).           
o What is important to understand is that Jesus never misspoke.  Because every 

word He ever spoke was perfect.  
 



o He never exaggerated a contentious issue because he didn’t feel the need to 
“convince people” that He was right, and they were wrong.   
 

o He never needed to apologize for something He said.  Why because Jesus was and 
is always right. 

 
So, if each word was perfect in its delivery, its context, and yes, even in its grammar…then we 
should absolutely abide in His spoken word…OBEDIENCE!   
 
How do I know when I’m abiding in Christ?   
 

- The things of God are natural to me, and the things of this world are not.   
 

o The most natural (super) thing in my life is my obedience to God. 
  

▪ Example: Obedience is better than sacrifice.   

• In 1 Samuel 15, Saul chose to keep the Amalekite king Agag alive 
and took the plunder from the battle rather than destroy 
everything as God had commanded. When Samuel confronted 
him, Saul said, “I did obey the Lord. . . . I went on the mission the 
Lord assigned me. I completely destroyed the Amalekites and 
brought back Agag their king. The soldiers took sheep and cattle 
from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order 
to sacrifice them to the Lord your God at Gilgal” (1 Samuel 15:20–
21). 
 
Samuel answered in 1 Samuel 15:22, “Does the Lord delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices / as much as in obeying the Lord? / 
To obey is better than sacrifice.”  
 

• Why is obedience better than sacrifice? 
 

• Putting it all together, we see several reasons why obedience to 
God is better than making sacrifices or offerings to Him:  

 
1) disobedience is an act of rebellion, 2) disobedience is 

sinful, 3) disobedience is a form of idolatry, 4) 
disobedience disrespects God’s Word, and 5) 
disobedience is based on looking good to other people 
rather than to God. 

 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Sam%2015
https://www.gotquestions.org/Agag-in-the-Bible.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Sam%2015.20%E2%80%9321
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Sam%2015.20%E2%80%9321
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Sam%2015.22


 
- Consistency in one area ensures consistency in other areas. 

 
o “Consistency (conformity) in one area ensures consistency (conformity) in the 

other; a test in the observable area of obedience to Christ is a test of the unseen 
area of genuine spiritual vitality.” 
 

▪ When I choose to be obedient in one area in my life.  I then become 
obedient in another area, and another, and another.  But it only happens 
from abiding in Christ.   
 

▪ When I’m obedient to Christ it isn’t about me getting the atta boy pat on 
the back.  No, it’s I’m supposed to be…obedient.  I’m all about supporting 
good behavior but shouldn’t there be a line where we don’t need to praise 
someone for doing what we ought to do? 

 
Romans 7:14-18 

14So the trouble is not with the law, for it is spiritual and good. The trouble is with 
me, for I am all too human, a slave to sin. 15I don’t really understand myself, for I 

want to do what is right, but I don’t do it. Instead, I do what I hate. 16But if I know 
that what I am doing is wrong, this shows that I agree that the law is good. 17So I am 

not the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it. 
18And I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. I want to do 
what is right, but I can’t. 19I want to do what is good, but I don’t. I don’t want to do 

what is wrong, but I do it anyway. 20But if I do what I don’t want to do, I am not really 
the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it. 

 
▪ Genuine spiritual vitality (don’t know if vitality is a good church word now 

in today’s world) but I want to test positive for GSV.  Now that sounds 
illegal in professional sports but it’s a good thing for the Christian.  Your 
levels GSV need to be outrageous!  Kinda like Pastor Jake’s cholesterol 
levels. 

 
- Prayers are effective because they conform to God’s will for my life.   

o God is going to give you peace when it’s His will for your life to have a forgiving 
spirit.   

o God is going to bless us generously when we give generously.  
o God is going to give you the words to say when they come from a place of love.   
o Pastor’s Tangent: What doesn’t work or even hypocritical is when one’s life 

doesn’t conform to anything of God, and they give Him a laundry list of stuff 
(much of it being personal wants or “rescue mission”) waiting for it all to happen 
immediately.  Only then to blame God for not being faithful when faithfulness on 



the person’s part as been minimal at best.  If the person is on the other side of 
that and they’re faithful to God but you’re wondering why God hasn’t answered.  
I would encourage you to change focus from frustration and anger…and look what 
is…He making stronger in you…undying patience, lasting perseverance, fervent 
prayer, greater hope…should I go on?  I can’t that’s all I wrote down but that’s 
really good stuff.   

 
 
 
 
         

Your fruit is the outcome of Jesus’ work.   
 

Remember, Jesus says, “Apart from me do nothing.”  He is our source of life, our power, our 
everything.  If He isn’t then you haven’t fully surrendered your life to Jesus.  You still want 
control of your life. 
 

- Our faithfulness brings glory to God.  
 
o With a raise of hands how many of you have heard of Tim Tebow?  Why do we know 

Tim Tebow?  Not just that he was a good football player or athlete, but he used to his 
gift of athleticism as a platform to give God glory.  While we cheered him on others 
jeered at him because he helped beat their team but also because of who he stood 
for. 
   

o The fruit of your life isn’t to benefit you it’s to give glory to the Father.  But, in turn 
God gives us blessing upon blessing upon blessing because our focus is on him and 
not ourselves.  Making our lives a life of joy, peace, kindness, gentleness, goodness, 
self-control. 

 
o Know this…Your obedience makes the gospel real for others.  There are plenty of 

people who are contemplating if the gospel is real.  John’s readers did.  Fruit is a 
result of your obedient life.     

 
o A fruitless life is not only threatened by fire.  But it also robs God of His glory which is 

rightfully His.  “Not my glory but your glory God.”    
 

 

FINISHPOINT: 
 
His Name is Jesus  
By: Phil Wickham  

 


