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STARTPOINT: 
 
Chapter 3 repeats much of what Paul has shared in the early chapters, but I 
want to focus more on the heart of Paul and what we can discover from 
chapters 3:1-13. 
 

 

TALKPOINTS: 
  

Ephesians 3:1-13 

When I think of all this, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus for the benefit of you Gentiles … 
2 assuming, by the way, that you know God gave me the special responsibility of extending his 

grace to you Gentiles. 3 As I briefly wrote earlier, God himself revealed his mysterious plan to 

me. 4 As you read what I have written, you will understand my insight into this plan regarding 

Christ. 5 God did not reveal it to previous generations, but now by his Spirit he has revealed it to 

his holy apostles and prophets.  

 

 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF SAYING OF SAYING YES.   
 

CONTEXT: 
 
The mystery has been revealed…Gentiles and Jews now are one, united 
through Christ.  Jews have access to God as do the Gentiles. 
 

Paul is still in prison and his work couldn’t be more critical.  Paul's responsibility is 
unlike anyone else during this early church time.  He’s in jail because he said yes.    
 
His presence is immense, his wisdom is essential, and his calling is near of the 
utmost importance.  Paul’s calling shaped the future Christian church.  The 

responsibility is heavy, and it’s landed him in Roman prison.  He’s been beaten 
nearly to death, he’s been shipwrecked, and he’s even been beaten by a 
snake for Jesus, the Gospel, and the growth of the 1st-century church. Paul 
willingly gave his life for Jesus and the plan Jesus had for the gentiles.  
 

• The responsibility of saying yes.    

 

o A prisoner and a minister… 
 

o God wants to hear YES from us.  Not maybe, I have my own thing, 
not maybe later.  God wants a YES.   

 
 



o Saying yes to Jesus and meaning it, your life will never be the 
same.  The yes you said to your spouse, or your would-be spouse is 
far, far, far, second to the yes for Christ.  Your life will never be the 
same, and it’s the greatest yes you can ever say.    

  
o Many say no because of “yes.”  Paul was well on his way to 

destroying the church, not building it.  His encounter with 
Jesus…let’s read it… 

 

Acts 9:1-15 

Meanwhile, Saul was uttering threats with every breath and was eager to kill the Lord’s 

followers. So he went to the high priest. 2 He requested letters addressed to the synagogues in 

Damascus, asking for their cooperation in the arrest of any followers of the Way he found there. 

He wanted to bring them—both men and women—back to Jerusalem in chains.  
3 As he was approaching Damascus on this mission, a light from heaven suddenly shone 

down around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul! Saul! Why are 

you persecuting me?”  
5 “Who are you, lord?” Saul asked.  

And the voice replied, “I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting! 6 Now get up and go into the 

city, and you will be told what you must do.”  
7 The men with Saul stood speechless, for they heard the sound of someone’s voice but saw 

no one! 8 Saul picked himself up off the ground, but when he opened his eyes he was blind. So 

his companions led him by the hand to Damascus. 9 He remained there blind for three days and 

did not eat or drink.  
10 Now there was a believer in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord spoke to him in a vision, 

calling, “Ananias!”  

“Yes, Lord!” he replied.  
11 The Lord said, “Go over to Straight Street, to the house of Judas. When you get there, ask for 

a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is praying to me right now. 12 I have shown him a vision of a 

man named Ananias coming in and laying hands on him so he can see again.”  
13 “But Lord,” exclaimed Ananias, “I’ve heard many people talk about the terrible things this 

man has done to the believers in Jerusalem! 14 And he is authorized by the leading priests to 

arrest everyone who calls upon your name.”  
15 But the Lord said, “Go, for Saul is my chosen instrument to take my message to the Gentiles 

and to kings, as well as to the people of Israel. 16 And I will show him how much he must suffer for 

my name’s sake.” 

 

• God knows the heart that says yes and means it, God knows the heart 

that says yes but has other motives, and God also knows when the yes is 
a lie.  

 
o Jesus knew Paul would submit to his calling.   

▪ Pretty intense calling… 
▪ I think my calling to ministry was intense as well. 

 

• Jesus chose YOU to live out the message. 

o Calling… 

  

 
6 And this is God’s plan: Gentiles and Jews who believe the Good News share equally in the 

riches inherited by God’s children. Both are part of the same body, and both enjoy the promise 



of blessings because they belong to Christ Jesus. 7 By God’s grace and mighty power, I have been 

given the privilege of serving him by spreading this Good News.  
8 Though I am the least deserving of all God’s people, he graciously gave me the privilege of 

telling the Gentiles about the endless treasures available to them in Christ. 9 I was chosen to 

explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the Creator of all things, had kept secret from 

the beginning.  

 

WHEN MORE BECOMES MORE.  
 

• More becomes more when we say yes to God’s plan. 

 
o Yes, is always the right answer to God.  Yes, God, I’ll go.  Yes, God, 

I’ll stay.  Yes, God, I’ll be consistent.  Yes, God, I’ll keep waiting.   
 

• More becomes more when we operate in the privilege of Christ. 

   

 

 
10 God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich variety to 

all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was his eternal plan, which 

he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

BE AROUND TO THE END.    
 
I find ten and eleven fascinating because God knew Paul wasn’t going 

anywhere physically and spiritually.  I also find it fascinating because His 
mysterious plan goes even further.  
 
God uses the “church” to display His wisdom to the angels and heavenly 
powers.  They, too, were beginning to understand the full extent of God’s plan 

through Christ. God is revealing to Paul His accomplishments on earth and in 
heaven!   
 

• Desire the full extent of God’s plan for your life.  This will never happen if 

we’re not around until the end.   

   
o The full extent of God’s plan for your life requires authentic, 

determined, and tough faith!   
 

▪ You and I will never fool God, nor will He ever fool you.  He’s 
perfectly authentic.  He is your accuracy.     

 
▪ Be determined to get more of God.  He always has more. 

 

 
▪ There’s no room for timid faith.  Tough faith is needed when 

seeking the full extent of God’s plan.   

1st Peter  
7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-

discipline. 

 



o Be around…hang in there…be faithful.  I’m not talking about 
lingering, either.  I’m talking about deep-rooted faithfulness.  

 

FINISHPOINTS: 
 

12 Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly and confidently into God’s 

presence. 13 So please don’t lose heart because of my trials here. I am suffering for you, so you 

should feel honored. 

 

JESUS + OUR FAITH = ACCESS  
 

Has anyone ever tried sneaking into somewhere you weren’t allowed to be, or 
somewhere you wanted to but weren’t invited, or didn’t have a ticket?   
 

• We have access to God because of this incredible plan.  Not only 

access, but we can boldly and confidently go into God’s presence.  

Remember…  

  
o This scripture has always blessed me because I know where to 

get “more” from God, and I can approach with boldness and 

confidence.    
 

o If you can’t approach God with boldness and confidence, I 
think it could mean many things, but I usually find the common 
factor of not having boldness and faith is the hidden sin in a 
person’s life.  I get that, but it’s just another strategy of the devil.   

▪ Shame is the devil’s tool that makes us run.  But conviction 
and repentance will always move you towards His 
presence.  

 

• Suffering for Jesus isn’t a bad “thing.” It’s an honor “thing.”  

 
o Paul didn’t want the church to become so disheartened that it 

took away from what God was doing.   
 

▪ Make it harder for the devil to pull you down!  Because 
you’re focusing on God, His word, and His plans for you, 
not because there’s a shortage whatever in the world.   

 
Time to decide…will you be someone who will say yes?   
 
Yes, to God is always the right yes.   
  

 
  


