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STARTPOINT: 
 

Jesus is the vine of life we His branches which produce fruit.  Abiding in Christ we see fully formed 

fruit in our lives…fruit of the spirit…is just an example.   
 

In chapter 14 we Jesus is in the Father giving us direct connect to God the Father.  We too are 

connected to through the God through the Son.  No one can come to the Father but through 
me says the scripture.   

 

We see a mutual indwelling between God and the disciple.    
 

 

TALKPOINTS: 
 
 

 
John 15: 5-8  

5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for 
without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and 

is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you 
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for 

you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.  

 
Matthew 3:10 

10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 
- The word abide (menō) is word Jesus used very often when speaking to His disciples and to His 

followers.  61 times we see this word used…once more I say what bears repeating needs to be 
repeated.  Jesus mentions meno (abide, stay, remain)…why?  Because you will be tugged on, 
picked on, and yanked on by the temptations of the enemy.  But, also even with the trials of life.   

 
Spiritual experiences must lead to fruit bearing in the form of new obedience and love.  Burge  

- Imagine for a minute being one of Jesus’ disciples or maybe even someone who would have been 
in one or two of His teaching times.  Imagine the experiences they must have had.  Imagine the 
knowledge of that moment.  Imagine spiritual awakenings the disciples and people had with 
Jesus.  

o Wouldn’t you think they had a responsibility to live up to those experiences with Jesus’ 
teachings?  Absolutely!  You have a responsibility to be accountable to your experiences 
with Christ.  It means we stop looking for exceptions and excuses for sinful behavior. 

▪ The disciples did…except for one which is Judas.  Which in theory could be who 
Jesus is speaking of he and the Sanhedrin.   

o Shouldn’t my time with Jesus whether it be in a Sunday morning, devotional time, 
LifeGroups, fellowship should be a time for forming new obedience and love? 



 
o Shouldn’t I be asking God, Lord what are some new obedience’s that need to happen in 

my life so that I won’t wither away?  What new love do I need to have for you, your word, 
or for those who’ve put around me so that I won’t become fruitless and won’t be thrown 
in to the fire?   

 

They are cast forth as dried and withered branches (v6) 
 
This is a description of the fearful state of hypocrites that are not in Christ, and of deserters that abide not in 
Christ. 
 
The vine/vineyard metaphor is used frequently in the Old Testament. Israel is often depicted as a vine 
transplanted from Egypt (Ps. 80:8–11) and brought to fertile soil (Ezek. 17:1–6). Enemies may trample the 
vineyard (Jer. 12:10–11) but God tends it carefully and looks for fruit (Isa. 5:1–7). The vineyard may be the 
preeminent biblical symbol of the locus of God’s activity, his nurture, and his expectations (cf. Matt. 21:33–41). 

 
*Pear tree story… 
 
Lord, help me never to become dried and withered… 
 

Why are these branches removed from the vine? 
- They’re not producing fruit. 
- They’re encumbering the tree.     

 
For those who reject Jesus and for those who choose no benefit from Him will be rejected by 
Him.     
 

They are withered, as a broken branch off the vine. 
 
As believers we must be careful with our attitude when it comes to our walk with God.  Many of us have been 
walking with Jesus a long time.  Know His word, and you’re secure in your faith.  As am I, but to have an 
attitude that I don’t need to cautious, not looking for new obedience’s.  Opens wide up for attack…we’ll get to 
that in a minute. 
 

- “Those that abide not in Christ, though they may flourish awhile in a plausible, at least a passable 
profession, yet in a little time wither and come to nothing.”  Matthew Henry 
 

o If you don’t see this in the church today, then open your eyes folks.  For a time (define 
time), the branch (man) did what it was supposed to do.  It produced, it loved like he/she 
was supposed to, he used the gifts God gave him in to bring glory to Him, she lived a life 
of commitment.  But because they didn’t remain in Christ.  Their measures and gifts 
wither; their zeal and devotion wither; their credit and reputation wither; their hopes and 
comforts wither. 

 
o The small window of those who live for Christ but soon fade away.   

▪ Paul says to Timothy…fan the flame of God in your life.  What flame are you 
fanning? 

 
Job 3:11-13 



11 “Can papyrus (puh-pai-ruhs) reeds grow tall without a marsh?  
Can marsh grass flourish without water?  

12 While they are still flowering, not ready to be cut,  
they begin to wither more quickly than grass.  

13 The same happens to all who forget God.  
The hopes of the godless evaporate. 

 
  

Men will gather them up. 
 

- I looked up where the term easy pickings came from.  This phrase dates back to the late 
16th century when thieves and “pickpocketers” would identify and target people and places they 
thought would be easy to steal from. 

o Paris story… 

o Don’t make yourself an easy target.  
▪ Forgive, love, demonstrate grace, have self-control, be patient, live out joy…etc.   
▪ The longer I spend tending to my own selfishness, whether it be my opinions, my 

emotions, my attitude, or my failures the easier target I become.   

 
Hebrews 12:1-4   

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us 
strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us 

run with endurance the race God has set before us. 2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, 
the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured 

the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne. 
3 Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people; then you won’t become weary and 

give up. 4 After all, you have not yet given your lives in your struggle against sin.  
 

 
- Satan’s agents pick them up and make an easy prey of them.  

 
o Those that fall off from Christ soon fall in with other who’ve rejected. 

▪ People gravitate toward each other, and we even see this in the spiritual.  Not 
only did we gravitate toward each other today we see when those who choose 
not Christ, they gravitate to each other then.   
 

o The sheep that wander (slow drift) from Christ’s fold, the devil stands ready to seize them 
for himself.  

▪ I’ve seen this many many times.  Poor decisions can result into isolation, lack of 
spiritual awareness, or even slow death.   
 

o When the Spirit of the Lord had departed from Saul, an evil spirit possessed him. 
▪ It doesn’t matter who you are Satan will always have something ready to possess 

you with.   

 

 
 



 

FINISHPOINTS: 
 
They cast them into the fire. 
 

- They are casted into fire…they are burned up.  This isn’t a fire that will eventually burn itself out 
but a fire that burns for eternity…an eternal fire that consume all those who reject Christ.  This 
place we know is called hell.    
   

- This is permanent place.  When I think of this fear grips my heart.  Though I’m secure in my walk 
with Christ.  I don’t want to give the devil a foothold in my life.  So, I allow the Holy Spirit to come 
in and heal want needs to be healed, I allow Him to do what needs to be done!  There can’t be 
anymore apathy in my life when it comes to living for Christ.       

 
- This comes with quitting on Christ.   

 

It’s hard to ask the Holy Spirit to cleanse us, because it means admitting our brokenness. Often, 
we’d rather hide our mistakes or try to self-help our way to Jesus. But the Gospel isn’t about 
pulling ourselves up to God’s level. It’s about God sending His Son down to ours.  

Your past doesn’t have to paralyze you. Your mistakes do not define you. Your brokenness is not 
too big for the God who set the stars into motion.  

Sometimes, the most faith-filled thing we can do is come to God in the middle of our mess, 
acknowledging that it’s too big for us to clean up.  
 
We see a powerful example of this in Matthew 9. A woman who had been bleeding for 12 years 
approaches Jesus, knowing that if she can only touch the hem of his garment, she’ll be healed, 
whole, and restored.  
 
This woman would have been considered ceremonially unclean, meaning that she had been 
rejected for more than a decade. Can you imagine the faith required to push past a crowd who 
says you’re unworthy to get to the Savior?  
 
This woman recognizes she needs help, and she sees her Helper. And what happens next is a 
powerful reminder for us all:  
 
Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed you.” And the 
woman was healed at that moment. Matthew 9:22 NIV 
 
Her faith healed her. Not her efforts, good works, achievements, or brilliance. Her faith.  
 
The truth is, none of us can deep clean ourselves. Our mess is a reminder that we need a Savior, 
and His name is Jesus.  


