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STARTPOINT: 
 

I’ve come to realize that I cannot generate or produce the power I need to be greater!  I need 
something far superior to what I can construct.  I need to plug in to the power of Christ.   The 
power that enables me to run a race I’ve been called to run, to lead a family who’s been 
generously given to me, to direct people towards the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  I need a 
power that goes far beyond what I can generate I need the power of God to move me and 
through me. 
 

TALKPOINTS: 
 
 

YOU CANNOT GENERATE OR PRODUCE THE FRUIT NEEDED TO BE GREATER. 
Your greatness comes through the power of Jesus Christ.  

 
- I’m very careful with our humility and pride.  Pride comes before the fall.  For the longest time I 

looked at myself very poorly…but Jesus reminded me that He doesn’t make mistakes.  The only 
mistakes that are made are made by me and those mistakes have consequences.  Mistake’s aka 
sin…separate us from greatness.   

 

John 15: 5-8  
5"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much 

fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch 
that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 

7If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given 
you. 8This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 

disciples. 
 

• Our purpose is to produce.  Our production is contingent on whether we remain in Him.  I would 
also like to encourage the “how we remain in Him.”    

o This statement of Christ is clear: 
 

▪ He is the source of your life.  Not your place of employment, not your talents or 
abilities, nor is it in your family name, but HIM.  He is the vine, and we are the 
branches.  Branches’ purpose is to produce good fruit…such as 

Galatians 5:22 
  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  
 

One of the ways we can look at the fruit of the spirit is in groups.  Though we don’t press into 
them too much in this manner because they all flow into one another.   

 



1. Love, joy, peace is the habits of the Christian mind.  
  

a. If we have not love, then who are we? Love could be category of its own.  Paul 
could’ve put a period there and left it meaning that love is everything.  If I have not 
love, then I’m a resounding gong.  Love is a characteristic in a believer’s life.  It’s the 
important…love me with all of your heart, mind, soul, and strength, and then love your 
neighbor as yourself.    
  

b. Joy is choice.  Joy cometh in the morning the scripture says…I hope so because some 
days I need more than others.  I choose joy to hold onto joy when Satan wants to rip it 
out my hands.  Joy is closely related to hope.  Hope isn’t in Paul’s list, but hope is what 
differentiates joy from worldly happiness. 

 
c. If peace is lacking, then turmoil will be present.  Peace isn’t just the opposite of 

violence, war, or troubles.  Let me read from my study commentaries… The Hebrew 
concept of shalom is much more positive than that, referring to a condition of 
wholeness and well-being that includes both a right relationship with God and loving 
harmony with one’s fellow human beings.”     

 
2. Patience, kindness, goodness is our social connection and our neighborly conduct.  

  
a. Patience is a valuable strength to have.  It’s so valuable to have because its quality of 

not to be easily offended.  It’s the ability to make allowances for each other’s 
mistakes…Colossians 3:13. Proverbs 25:15 talks about what patience does…and my I 
also encourage you to be patient with God.  Because it is in His timing not ours…Psalm 
75:2. 
 

b. Kindness takes effort.  Kindness is not sappiness…over-romanticizing.  Kindness 
demonstrates Christ.  I do feel that kindness is usually attacked first at least for me.  
Kindness matters.  If I don’t have patience, then kindness isn’t likely to represented. 

 
c. Goodness shows generosity.  It’s going the extra-mile for someone.  Neighborhood has 

people that show goodness.  Goodness is a pretty rare word in the NT only found 4 
times and Paul uses it all four times.  Lord, let goodness not be rare in my life.   

 
3.  Faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control are the principles which drive our Christian behavior. 

   
a. Faithfulness has several meanings but let’s look at three. 

1. We believe in the basic content in the Christian message.   
2. We are committed to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  
3. We are trustworthy in our interaction with each other.   

 
b. Gentleness signifies the submissive and teachable spirit toward God.  It empowers us 

to have genuine humility and consideration towards each other.  It is not, it is not, it is 
not wimpish weakness or the lack strong energy.  Don’t mistake gentleness with the 
lack of spirit convictions.  Firm convictions and gentleness are very compatible with 
each other.  
 

c. Self-control is the control over one’s desires and passions.  Paul refers to this self-
control in an example with an unmarried couple…1st Corinthians 7:9…but if they 
cannot exercise self-control then it is better to marry than it is to burn with passion.  
Self-control isn’t just for in the category of sinful practices such as sexual impulses or 



desires, unchecked anger, unruly behavior, or the untamed tongue.  We also see self-
control in an uplifting and beneficial way…  

 
1st Corinthians 9:24-27 

24 Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one person gets the prize? So 
run to win! 25 All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize that 

will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize. 26 So I run with purpose in every step. I 
am not just shadowboxing. 27 I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it 

should. Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified.  
 

FINISHPOINT: 
 
We must produce fruit.  Producing fruit means we remain in Him.  We stay connected to the 
vine.   
 
 


