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STARTPOINT 
 

 

IMPORTANT TO SEE: 

- The first generation of the Christian church was that of the apostles. It 

comprised many people who had known Jesus personally. They had no 
need of books to tell them about him, for their memories, minds, and hearts 
were full of him. Nor did they pass on their knowledge to others in the form 

of orderly narratives. An early history of the church describes how Peter, for 
example, ‘used to adapt his instructions to the needs [of the moment]’, 
drawing readily on whichever of his vivid recollections of Jesus was most 
appropriate for the audience to which he happened to be speaking. 
 

- The next generation, to which Luke and others like him belonged, was in a 

different position. In a sense such people could say, ‘The words and deeds 
of Jesus were “accomplished among us” ’ (1:1), being part of the story of 
their own times. But since nevertheless those facts had had to be 
‘delivered’ to them (1:2), they—the men of the second generation—were 
not actual eyewitnesses. 

 
- Context of the parallelism of the announcement of John the Baptist’s 

birth, with the birth of Christ parallels with the announcement of John the 
Baptist’s ministry and John announcing Christ as savior.   

 

 

TALKPOINTS 
 

Luke 1:26-38 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, 

“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at 

the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel 

said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, 

you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 
32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will 



give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  
34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 

called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 

has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 

barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am 

the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel 

departed from her. 

 
When chosen by God, we must: 
 

WELCOME THE PLAN AND CHERISH THE TASK. 
 

- Explain the plan…talk about the birth of John and of Jesus.     
 

- There are no greater plans than God’s.  

 

o First, it’s important to know that God is not trying to hide His will for 
our lives; He wants His children to know His will and follow it.   

 

Jeremiah 29:11 
11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for 

evil, to give you a future and a hope. 

 
- Explain this verse… These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the 

prophet sent from Jerusalem to the surviving elders of the exiles, and to 

the priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had 

taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon.  
 

o There are no unplanned events from God.   
 

▪ God’s plans have purpose and meaning.  We must welcome 

them and embrace the plan.  Romans 8:28 all things work 

together for good for those who are called by His name. 
 

▪ Second, to welcome it, we must know how. 
 

• Through His word, obedience, and through prayer.  I 

read this the other day…We speak to God through 
prayer, and God speaks to us through His word. 

 



- Mary cherished the plan because God favored her. 
o We find favor through faithfulness.   

 

- The important thing is that, because God is all-powerful and all-knowing, 
His purposes can never be thwarted. 

 

Psalm 33:11 
11 But the LORD’s plans stand firm forever;  

his intentions can never be shaken. 
 

When chosen by God, we must: 
 

     SEE GREATER THINGS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 

of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called 

holy—the Son of God. 
 

- What was certain about this event was that it would be supernatural and 
not natural.  

 
o We don’t serve an ordinary God. We serve an extraordinary God 

with intentions of the supernatural.  
  

▪ God will and wants to do the supernatural in us.  He wants do 
things for you that you can’t do for yourself.  For that to 

happen, God finds reliable, steadfast, and unwavering 
faithfulness.  

 
o Two extraordinary events take place in this chapter.  The birth of 

John the Baptist and the birth of Jesus. 

 
▪ Though John’s birth was supernatural and a miracle, the birth 

of Christ was greater because Jesus is greater.     
 

- Why was it greater? Because Mary would be pregnant through the power 

of the Holy Spirit. 
 

o Why do you see the greater things happening in your life?  Because 
of the power of the Holy Spirit.       

 

 
 
 
 



 
When chosen by God, we must:  
 

BELIEVE IN THE IMPOSSIBLE 
37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 

 

As Christians, we “like” the mantra of saying yes to the impossible.  But what are 
we saying yes to?  Does our faith stop when we look up at the mountain and 
think? “Yeah, this isn’t gonna happen.  We need to look for another way 
because this mountain didn’t look that big when I was further away, but since I 
can see it for what it is, another answer is needed.”   

 
Zechariah, the priest, husband to Elizabeth, and father of John the Baptist, was 
encountered by the angel Gabriel with a similar message.  They were 
advanced in years, but they, too, were to have a child.   
 

Zechariah didn’t believe the words of Gabriel, but Mary did.  Mary asked how 
this could be but believed.  Zechariah asked the same question but didn’t 
believe the words and became mute until the birth of John. 
 

- Why should we believe in the impossible?  
 

o Because He is almighty and omnipotent.   
 

o Many want to disprove God’s power with these terms.  If God is so 
powerful, can He create a rock so heavy He can’t even lift it? These 
terms do not mean that God can do anything. Rather, we need to 

focus on the amount of God’s power.  
 

SLOW DOWN HERE!!! 
▪ Power is the ability to effect change - to make something 

happen.  

 
o God (being unlimited) has unlimited power, and the Bible affirms 

this:  

Job 11:7–11 (NLT) 
7 “Can you solve the mysteries of God? 

Can you discover everything about the Almighty? 

8 Such knowledge is higher than the heavens— 

and who are you? 

It is deeper than the underworld— 

what do you know? 

9 It is broader than the earth 

and wider than the sea. 



10 If God comes and puts a person in prison 

or calls the court to order, who can stop him? 

11 For he knows those who are false, 

and he takes note of all their sins. 

 

2 Corinthians 6:18 (NKJV) 

18 “I will be a Father to you, 

and you shall be My sons and daughters, 

says the LORD Almighty.” 

 

Revelation 4:8 

8 And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all 

around and within, and day and night they never cease to say, 
z“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 

who was and is and is to come!” 

 

 
- Therefore, God can do whatever is possible to be done. God cannot, 

however, do that which is actually impossible.  Such as making a rock so 
heavy in which even He couldn’t lift it.  God would not deny Himself.  The 
rock would need to be of infinite weight.  There is only one infinite, and 

that is God.  God cannot do anything that would contradict His nature.    
  

o This is because true impossibility is not based on the amount of 
power one has, it is based on what is really possible. The truly 
impossible is not made possible by adding more power. Therefore, 
unless context indicates otherwise (e.g. Matthew 19:26 where man’s 

ability is being shown in contrast to God’s), impossibility means the 
same thing whether or not God is involved. 

 

WE’RE FAITHFUL TO THE END 
” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according 

to your word.” And the angel departed from her.” 

 

- The impact of the call has Mary moved to faithfulness. 

o Faithfulness contains identity.  I am a servant of the Lord.  

o Faithfulness contains service.  Let it be to me… 

o Faithfulness contains boldness.  According to your word.   

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/revelation/4/8#footnote4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2019.26


o Faithfulness contains love. 

FINISHPOINTS 
 

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might 

go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name 

the Father will give you.” John 15:16 

 

“He chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in 

his sight.” Ephesians 1:4 

 

“You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 

possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light.” 1st Peter 2:9 

 

Why did God choose me? He chose you to demonstrate His character. He 

chose you that you may know Him and love Him. He chose you because He is 

love, He is gracious, He is merciful, and He has a glorious plan for you. 


	2 Corinthians 6:18 (NKJV)

