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STARTPOINT: 

1st John 3:19 
19 Our actions will show that we belong to the truth, so we will be confident when we 

stand before God. 

Next week!   

TALKPOINTS: 

 

COURAGE 
 

• A willingness to stand alone with God 

Ezekiel 2:1-8  

“Stand up, son of man,” said the voice. “I want to speak with you.” 2 The Spirit came into 
me as he spoke, and he set me on my feet. I listened carefully to his words. 3 “Son of 

man,” he said, “I am sending you to the nation of Israel, a rebellious nation that has 
rebelled against me. They and their ancestors have been rebelling against me to this 

very day. 4 They are a stubborn and hard-hearted people. But I am sending you to say 

to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says!’ 5 And whether they listen or refuse to 

listen—for remember, they are rebels—at least they will know they have had a prophet 

among them.  
6 “Son of man, do not fear them or their words. Don’t be afraid even though their 

threats surround you like nettles and briers and stinging scorpions. Do not be dismayed 

by their dark scowls, even though they are rebels. 7 You must give them my messages 
whether they listen or not. But they won’t listen, for they are completely rebellious! 

 

• Stand up…be ready to receive.   

 
o He isn’t telling Ezekiel to stand up to fight or prepare for combat, but he 

tells him to stand to receive a word.   
 

o Too many believers have been spiritually laying down in a posture that has 
deafened the voice of the Holy Spirit.    

 
o God led David to go out and stand before Goliath.  David was there to kill 

Goliath…there wasn’t any other purpose for David other than to bring 

death to this philistine.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1st Samuel 17:32  



32 “Don’t worry about this Philistine,” David told Saul. “I’ll go fight him!” 
33 “Don’t be ridiculous!” Saul replied. “There’s no way you can fight this Philistine and 

possibly win! You’re only a boy, and he’s been a man of war since his youth.” 
34 But David persisted. “I have been taking care of my father’s sheep and goats,” he 

said. “When a lion or a bear comes to steal a lamb from the flock, 35 I go after it with a 
club and rescue the lamb from its mouth. If the animal turns on me, I catch it by the jaw 

and club it to death. 36 I have done this to both lions and bears, and I’ll do it to this 
pagan Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of the living God! 37 The LORD who 

rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear will rescue me from this Philistine!” 

 

• God led David to go out and stand before Goliath.  David was there to kill 

Goliath…there wasn’t any other purpose for David other than to bring death to 

this philistine.  
 

o Ezekiel and David learned a valuable about courage.   

 
 If you can do it on your own, then courage isn’t required.   

 Courage is required when there is no trace of simple or easy.   
 

 

• Courage is great indicator of true strength.   

 

CONVICTION 
 

• Directed passion.  

 
36 I have done this to both lions and bears, and I’ll do it to this pagan 

Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of the living God! 
 

o At this point David being a boy displayed conviction.  MATURITY   

 People who live with GODLY conviction are blessed in 
extraordinary ways.  THAT’S NOT SUPPOSED TO HAPPEN! 

 
o David goes out to fight Goliath because of his conviction.  Ezekiel listens 

and goes to the Israelites because of conviction.   
 

 Sometimes it’s our conviction that pushes us to be courageous.  

  
o You and I have to live with the conviction.   

 
 We can’t sell God out because there’s a better offer on the table! 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARACTER 
 



As the excellence of gold is its purity and the excellence of art is its beauty, so the 
excellence of man is his character.  

 
David proves he’s a man of character with his battle with Goliath, but then would be 

challenged with Bethsheba. 
 

• Your character will always be the one thing that is challenged.  

 

• Character is influenced and developed by our choices. 

o Choose this day whom you will serve.   
o A person’s character is the sum of his or her disposition, thoughts, 

intentions, desires, and actions.  
 

• It is good to remember that character is gauged by general tendencies, not on 

the basis of a few isolated actions. 

 

• We get into trouble when we keep score of ourselves or keep score of others.  

You and I can’t leverage people’s sins against our own.  Why?   

o First, they’re not your scapegoat.  
o Second, you’ve placed your sins of higher importance than your 

character in Christ.  

o Thirdly, they didn’t die on a cross…Jesus did!  Don’t look to them for 
clearance of sin look to Jesus for conviction and courage to stop sinning.      

 

• “God is more concerned about your character than you comfort.” 

 

CONNECTION  
 

6 “Son of man, do not fear them or their words. Don’t be afraid even though their 

threats surround you like nettles and briers and stinging scorpions. Do not be dismayed 
by their dark scowls, even though they are rebels. 7 You must give them my messages 

whether they listen or not. But they won’t listen, for they are completely rebellious! 

 

• Those who are willing to stand alone show the utmost connection with God.   

 

o Ezekiel went into to the sting of people’s words and looks. 
 Stay connected don’t disconnect.  

• What happens when you lose connection when use a 

power tool, or blender?  You’ve lost power to continue.  

• Stay connected by reading, praying, serving,     

  
o Jesus is the greatest example of connectiveness with God.   

 It’s demonstrated throughout scripture.   
 

o I can’t tell you how many times people ask me to pray for 

them…because I’m connected or more connected to God than they 
are.  I’ll pray of course I like to say that I connect with people really well.  

But, I want people connect with me so they can see that I’m connecting 
to God.  Then being connected to them I want to connect them to God.   

 
FINISHPOINTS: 



CREDIBILITY 
 

36 I have done this to both lions and bears, and I’ll do it to this pagan Philistine, too, for 
he has defied the armies of the living God! 37 The LORD who rescued me from the claws 

of the lion and the bear will rescue me from this Philistine!” 
 

• Wins the people’s influence and their trust because of his results. 

   

o David’s victory through actions produced a head of fierce giant that 
everyone feared.   

o What will your faith and action produce?  Will you finally remove the head 
of depression?  What about removing the head of sin?  How about 
removing the head of apathy and mediocrity? 

   

 


