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STARTPOINT: 
 
After reading this and studying this…I’m blessed again…more so than 
before…because I don’t deserve God’s grace, nor do I deserve His forgiveness, 

nor do I deserve His love.  But, He “willfully” gave it to me.  He doesn’t want me 
to walk around in wretchedness and despair.  But, to walk in the confidence of 
His grace and mercy in my life.  But, my heart reminds me of who saved me and 
keeps His.      
 

TALKPOINTS: 
 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You used 

to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of 

the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who 

refuse to obey God. 3 All of us used to live that way, following the passionate 

desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject 

to God’s anger, just like everyone else.  
4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we 

were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the 

dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) 6 For he raised us from 

the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms 

because we are united with Christ Jesus. 7 So God can point to us in all future ages 

as examples of the incredible wealth of his grace and kindness toward us, as 

shown in all he has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus.  
8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for 

this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have 

done, so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has 

created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us 

long ago.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 
 

THIS IS A FACT.  WE WERE ONCE DEAD. 

When James Calvert went out to the cannibal island of Fiji with the message 

of the gospel, the captain of the ship in which he traveled tried to talk him out of 

going. “You will risk your life and all those with you if you go among such 
savages,” he said. Calvert’s magnificent reply was, “We died before we came 
here.” 
 

James 1:15 

Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to 

death.  

 

Romans 6:23 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

- Sin is no joke, and sin doesn’t joke.  

 
o One of the most important decisions we need to make in our lives is 

the choice of what to do with sin. 

    
▪ Will we embrace and satisfy ourselves?  Or will fight the 

temptations of sin and die to our sinful nature? 

 

Romans 7:22-25 
22 For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war 

against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What 

a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be 

to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!  

So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law 

of sin. 

 

 

- We have sin issues, but Jesus has delivered (carried) to safety.    

 
o Choose whom this day whom you will serve.  Will I be a slave to 

God, or will I be a slave to sin?   

 

Romans 8:1-2 

“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through 

Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.” 

 

- Satan’s best wasn’t good enough!   

 
 



2 You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the 

commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the 

hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 

 

LIVING THE NON-CHRISTIAN LIFE. 
 

- This value system is created and energized by Satan (the ruler of the 

kingdom of the air). This does not mean that non-Christians realize that 
their values are created and energized by Satan. In fact, most would 
probably deny it.  

 
- Nevertheless, Satan, in his craftiness, places the things in front of us that 

we, in our sinful condition, find attractive, and, therefore, pursue as though 
they were our ideas.   

 

o Good people don’t go to heaven.  Saved people go to heaven.  
 

▪ Hard statement because saved people will live a life that is 
honoring and dedicated to the Lord.  

 
3 All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations 

of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like 

everyone else.  

 

ENERGIZED AND MOTIVATED BY THE ENEMY 

 

- Whoa…heavy statement.  Been around people a long time and I assume 
people like to have and know what energizes us and motivates us.  To 

know we were subjects to God’s wrath is frightening.    
  

o The context is past tense but it’s also worthy of asking the question 
are my motives pure?  Does my walk with Christ energize me or do I 
allow other things to energize me?   

    
- The wrath of God happens in two ways.  

 
o At times we receive the natural cause-effect consequences of 

violating God’s principles. Galatians 6:7 tells us that we reap what 

we sow.  
▪ For example, if we are sexually immoral, we may contract a 

sexually transmitted disease. If we are violent or angry, we 
may receive the hatred and resistance of those around us.  

 
o At other times God may bring his wrath on us specifically, in direct 

divine judgment. Such instances would be difficult to prove, but 
examples of such temporal judgment can be found in the Bible. 

 
 

Romans 1:18 



18 But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people who suppress the truth 

by their wickedness. 

 
- We don’t get to regulate what is sinful and what isn’t.  What the scripture 

says is sinful and wrong is sinful and wrong.    
 

- For the non-believers of this life, the wrath of God will certainly happen to 
them after death.  

o Hebrews 9:27 says, “Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face 

judgment.”  

 
o For the non-believer, this is a terrifying thing.  

- Second Peter 3:7 reads, “The present heavens and earth are reserved for 

fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.” 

 

- Who are the ungodly and the non-believers?  Those who don’t know 
Christ and choose not to know Christ.  There is one judge, and we will all 
stand before Christ.   

 

o Jesus shared there will be those who said they knew him, but His 
response will be, depart from me for I never knew you. 

   

o The believer who has authentic love for Jesus will always accept 
change, conviction, and repentance.   

 

GOD’S MERCY RESTRAINS HIS WRATH  
 

4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we 

were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the 

dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!)   

 
- He refrains from punishing us even though we are sinners. Why? This 

mercy flows out of his great love for us. He desires to do good for those 
he loves, not evil.  
 

o As a result, He has done three things for us. 

- He made us alive with Christ.  

• Our sins had made us spiritually dead. They separated 

us from God. The resurrected Christ overcame death. 
God lets us share in Christ’s life. In so doing he caused 
us no longer to be spiritually alienated from himself. 
Why give us life when we deserved death? Because 
we earned it? Surely not! We deserved the death we 
got. We are alive because of God’s grace, a concept 

we will explore further in verse 8. 

- He raised us up with Christ.  

• Life in Christ came because we experienced Christ’s 

resurrection in the spiritual realm. We were raised up 
from our sin death and given the opportunity for new 



life. Still facing life on earth where Satan reigns, we live 
with Christ as part of his kingdom. 

 

- He seated with Him in the heavenly realms.   

• To be seated with Christ in the heavenlies is a figure of 

speech meaning God considers us worthy and 
destined to be seated with Christ in heaven when we 
get there.  
 

- God has decided to do it, and it is as good as done.  Listen, 
because of our love and faithfulness to God.  We’re seated 
in a place of privilege and importance.   

 

• How will we be important?  

Revelation 3:21 
21 To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was 

victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 Whoever has ears, let them hear what 

the Spirit says to the churches.” 

 

• We will share with Christ in his rule as king. We will be 

seated on thrones.  In fact, we already exercise power 

with Christ over the powers of this age. We can live 
lives reflecting Christ’s kingdom, not Satan’s. We are 
no longer dead in trespasses and sin. We are alive in 
Christ, sharing his power and authority, representing 
him in the battle with Satan where victory is assured 
through the resurrection. 

 
7 So God can point to us in all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth 

of his grace and kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are 

united with Christ Jesus.  

GOD’S INTENTIONS ARE GOOD!  
 

- In addition to the natural response of love that He has for us, is to show 

for eternity the magnitude of his grace toward us.  That is God’s 
intention.  

 

- We are a display of His grace.  

 
o God shows He displays His grace and mercy everywhere in your 

life.  The word show actually means “display.” In the same sense 

that an artist might display his canvasses to reveal his skill, so God 
displays his redeemed children to the universe to demonstrate his 
grace.  

 

8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; 

it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so 

none of us can boast about it. 

 



GOD WAS NOT REQUIRED TO GIVE US SALVATION. 
 

- What does grace carry with it?   
o It carries compassion in large amounts.  God placed an immense 

amount of compassion upon us without having to earn it.  
  

- Although our actions bring deserved judgment upon ourselves, God 

offered us an escape.  
o He didn’t have to, but because he loved us, he wanted to. That is 

grace, and that is what saved us, or delivered us, from eternal 
judgment. God’s escape belongs to him and to his initiative alone. 
No part of it can be credited to you. The whole of salvation, the 

grace as well as the faith, is a gift of God. 
 

- He chose to make salvation possible in this way. He handed salvation to 
you.  

o We did nothing but stick out our hands and accept the gift. Faith is 

exactly that. It is trustfully accepting from God what he has 
provided without totally understanding what you are receiving.  
 

o Faith is giving up on being able to provide what you need for 

yourself and letting God give what he alone can provide. 
 

FINISHPOINTS: 
 

10 For we are God’s masterpiece (workmanship). He has created us anew in Christ 

Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.  

 

- “Workmanship” (poiema poy-yea-ma) is not just a result of effort or labor. 
It is a result of artistic skill and craftsmanship. If we could earn salvation by 

our own good works, we would not be a work of God but a work of our 
own selves.  

 
- That cannot be and will not be. We were created in Christ Jesus to do 

good works, which God determined before we were ever born. God has 
prepared a path of good works for Christians which he will bring about in 
and through them while they walk by faith.  

 
- This does not mean that we do a good work for God. It means that God 

does a good work through us as we are faithful and obedient to him. God 
is at work. In faith we join him in that work to the praise of his glory (see 1:6, 
12, 14). 


