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CALL COMMITTEE NEWS
from Call Committee Chairman, Chad Roberts

“Every house is built by someone. 
The builder of everything is God.” (Hebrews 3:4)

. 
The call committee conducted phone interviews with the candidates from the call list on May 2nd

and 3rd. We appreciate your continued prayers. The information packets for each pastor on 

the call list are available--by appointment only--in the church office, for any congregation 

member to review. Please contact Pastor Riggs or the church office to set up an appointment.

IMPORTANT: We will be holding a congregational meeting on Monday, May 16th at 7:00pm 

here at the church to discuss the call committee's process, pray together, and to vote on which 

candidate we will call. At the conclusion of this meeting, we plan to initiate the formal call to the 

pastor that we feel has been called to be our next long-term pastor at Holy Cross.

Just to be clear, it is our intention that as part of our meeting on May 16 there will be a 

vote by the congregation which will issue the call to be our next pastor.  Immediately 

after the vote, our Circuit Visitor, Pastor David Hensler, will phone the pastor chosen and ask if 

he can consider the call.  If he can, our meeting will then adjourn. Our call committee will send 

him information about our congregation as soon as possible after the meeting on May 16th. 

Normally a pastor takes about a month to pray and consider if he should take the call or 

continue to serve in his present ministry. However, there is no strict time limit. He may or may 

not chose to visit us as he deliberates.  Regardless, we will join him, and the congregation 

where he currently is serving, in the prayer that the Lord will lead in his decision.

Every page of this newsletter will have the important reminder….

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

CALLING OUR NEXT LONG TERM PASTOR WILL BE

MONDAY MAY 16 at 7 p.m. in the WORSHIP AREA

PLEASE PRAY & PLEASE PARTICIPATE AS WE SEEK GOD’S WILL

mailto:secretary@holycrosslutheran.com


BIBLE STUDIES—In May
SUNDAY MORNINGS IN THE FELLOWSHIP AREA—With Jesus death never has the final word! 
That is our theme as we remember that the words from the cross were not the final time that 
Jesus spoke with His disciples.  During the Easter season we are looking at the encounters the 
disciples had with their resurrected Lord.  Join us as He is with us also today. 

SUNDAY MORNINGS IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY—The group is using materials
from Rose Publishing to look at what various cults and world religions
teach about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, eternity and other subjects.  As we
compare ideas to Biblical truth, may it both give a firm foundation for our
faith and enable us to better share truth with others.  

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY ON MONDAY EVENINGS AT 7 P.M.  
Friendship and thoughts are shared as we discuss 1 Corinthians.
All men are welcomed. 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDY & NEWS
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. high school students 
are gathering for friendship and Bible study.  As 
some students & adults prepare to attend the 
National Youth Gathering this July in Texas, you 
can support their trip with the mission portion 
of your offering envelop.  

THURSDAYS
AT 10 a.m.
Study of Psalms 

May 5 Psalm 109
May 12 Psalm 136
May 19 Psalm 72
May 26 NO CLASS
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SPECIAL TIME FOR PRAYER DURING 
EDUCATION HOUR SUNDAY MAY 15 

The day before we issue a call to the man who could be our next long-term Pastor, we will have a prayer convocation.
We will take before the Lord our mission, thanks for our blessings, and asking for His presence in our needs. 
Please join us.  

MAY 22 will be our final session of Sunday School this year
MAY 15 will be our Teacher Appreciation time



MICHIGAN DISTRICT CONVENTION

Our Michigan District Convention will meet June 26-28 at Concordia University in Ann Arbor.
Each congregation can be represented by one Pastoral Voting Delegate and a Lay Voting Delegate.
Scott Sharp will serve as our Lay Delegate.  One of the sons of our congregation, Rev. Dr. Chad Lakies, will
be one of the convention essayists.  Please pray for our District as a new President will be elected.  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

CALLING OUR NEXT LONG TERM PASTOR WILL BE

MONDAY MAY 16 at 7 p.m. in the WORSHIP AREA

PLEASE PRAY & PLEASE PARTICIPATE AS WE SEEK GOD’S WILL

WAKE THE BEAR 2022
AUGUST 6—RUN IT WHILE ITS HOT!

There is a 10k course & a 5k course.
There is a chance for a competitive run or competitive walk.
The is also a chance for a leisurely walk or run. 
It is a community event with many participants and sponsors.
It is a event for the whole church family.  For the many ways you can volunteer, see the website at 
www.wakethebear.org.  Registrations for runners are coming in as are donations.  

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR BILL ROBINS
FRIDAY MAY 13

Our brother in Christ, Bill Robins, was called to be with Jesus on December 16.
Family and friends will gather to remember him, encourage one another, and worship 
the Lord on Friday May 13th.  A chance to visit with the family will begin at Holy Cross 
at 10 a.m.  Worship will be at 11 a.m.  A lunch will be served immediately after the 
service.  The next day the family will have a private committal. 

SPRING CLEAN UP & LANDSCAPING DAY 
SATURDAY MAY 21 9a.m.-Noon

Bring your rakes, shovels, and whatever garden tool you use. 
The more volunteers we get, the quicker and lighter the work load.
We will enjoy some pizza at noon.  Any questions call Pat or Dave
Smithkey at 423-2685

http://www.wakethebear.org/


April Offerings  $22,392.19   Expenses $26,381.04

Year to date: Offerings $192,514.30 Expenses $192,331.82

Year to Date  (8 Months Sept. 2021-April 2022)   +$182.48

WHAT IF WE JUST BURNED IT?

Imagine if we brought forward our offerings, and simply lit a match to them. It would be one thing to burn 
a check.  But what about a $50 bill, or a $20, or a “Benjamin” going up in flames?

I was about the demonstrate this with a confirmation class one year (using a $1 bill) when I was reminded 
by the class that it is against the law to destroy U.S. currency.  The point I wanted to make was the nature 
of sacrifices in the Old Testament.  Burnt offerings were to be brought by God’s people.  As the sacrifices 
were made they were to be the best of the herd, the cream of the crop, the first fruits of the harvest. But 
why not offer instead the lame animals, or what might be called the bottom of the barrel?  Would it make 
a difference? The following is from the last book of the Old Testament. 

“A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If I am a father, where is the honor due me? If I am
a master, where is the respect due me?” says the LORD Almighty. “It is you, O priests, who show
contempt for my name. “But you ask, ‘How have we shown contempt for your name?’ “You place
defiled food on my altar. “But you ask, ‘How have we defiled you?’ “By saying that the LORD’s table is
contemptible. When you bring blind animals for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you sacrifice
crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong? Try offering them to your governor! Would he be
pleased with you? Would he accept you?” says the LORD Almighty.” (Malachi 1:6-8)

It seemed practical. Yet it made a difference. Note it was the priest whom the Lord was upset with.
The people maybe appreciated a priest who was willing to make their offering not much of a sacrifice.
Yet their sacrifices were to be a response of faith and trust in the Lord who had done so much for them.

The New Testament fulfills the Old Testament. Burnt offerings are no longer a part of worship. Yet in both
the Old and New Testament, the Lord looks at the heart. In all things, may we respond to His gifts with
faith and trust as we make use of His gifts together.
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PASTORS CONFERENCES IN MAY
East Regional Pastor’s Conference in Lewiston May 9-11
Intentional Interim Conference in Hillsdale May 25-26

Pastor Riggs will be out of town for both of the conferences listed above. 
In case of an emergency, you can always call his cell phone at 614-562-9222.



BREAD FOR LIFE MINISTRY
EVERY WEEK OF THE SCHOOL YEAR

ABOUT 110 STUDENTS FROM FLUSHING SCHOOLS 

EAT FOOD ON THE WEEKENDS 

THAT COME FROM THIS MINISTRY!
The funds for the year come from the Wake the Bear events.  See below 

for the initial Wake the Bear plans for August 6.  
Thursdays during the school year, volunteers meet to pack the bags.  

new and familiar faces are always welcomed. 
Speak with Kelly Jacobs, or email Kelly.Jacobs@holycrosslutheran.com if 

you have questions.  

HAPPY HEARTS   
2nd Monday of the month

Hope to see you at Pot-Luck
May 9th at Holy Cross

LADIES LUNCHLY
Wednesday May 11th Noon at Ruggero’s

5311 Corunna Road, Flint, MI
RSVP to  Sandy Jones at 810-240-7055

Fellowship group of ladies who enjoy lunch at a restaurant together one Wednesday a month.  
RSVP so the restaurant can know how many to anticipate.  New faces are always welcomed. 

FLUSHING CHRISTIAN OUTREACH NEWS
Flushing Christian Outreach is in the process of repaying the cost of the purchase of a building for 
clothing distribution.  If you would like to directly donate to them, their mailing address is 5409 West 
Pierson Road, Flushing, MI. 48433.  You can also drop off food donations at Holy Cross.  They are 
especially asking for canned fruit and toothpaste this month. 

QUILTING WEDNESDAYS AT 10 a.m. 
Quilts are prepared for Lutheran World Relief and Franklin Ave. Mission.          
No experience is needed. If you can tie your shoes, you can help tie a quilt. 
The group would be glad to have you join them. 
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A Reminder About Communion Distribution
When we celebrate Holy Communion, gluten free wafers are available for those
who prefer them.  Please indicate if you want a gluten free wafer by having your 
right hand on your heart at the communion rail.  You will then receive a gluten 
free wafer which is in an individual plastic sleeve. 

JUNE & JULY—Dates & Times to Be Determined
Joining Jesus on His Mission

How to be an Everyday Missionary

Resource include both the book and video material by the author. Below are some 
more specifics, speak with Pastor Bob if interested. Dates & times based on the
schedules of those who plan to attend. 

From the back cover—”Joining Jesus on His Mission will alter the way you see your life as a follower of Jesus and
take you beyond living your life for Jesus to living your life with Jesus.  Simple, powerful and applicable insights
show you how to be on mission and recognize where Jesus is already at work in your neighborhood, workplace,
and schools.  You will find both relief and hope.  You may even hear yourself say, “I can do this!” as you start 
Responding to everyday opportunities he is placing in your path.”  

Among the endorsements in the opening pages is this from Matt Popovits, “What Greg has brought together in 
these pages is an intensely practical and deeply passionate exploration of what it means to join Jesus in his work of 
loving and saving the world.  For those looking to saturate their day-to-day life with mission and meaning, Joining
Jesus is essential reading.  

MONDAYS at 7 p.m. in June & July
We will look at the Scripture readings from the previous day. The Old Testament 
lesson appointed for the day often relates to the Gospel lesson.  The second reading 
of most Sundays is a reading through one of the letters of the New Testament.  Which 
Scripture we discuss will vary from week to week. It is a way to stay in touch if you 
are out of town for a summer Sunday. Or if you were in church, to discuss what you 
heard the day before. Each week will be self-contained so come when you can. 

SUNDAY JUNE 5 AFTER WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL FAMILIES

TRIP TO POTTER’S PARK ZOO

This was one of several things planned as parents had a meeting in 
April.  All interested are welcomed.   More details in bulletin in 
May and in the June newsletter.  Mark the date!


