
PASTOR’S PEN—PERSONAL PANDEMIC POINTS

The news often begins with a pandemic update.  Seems like an appropriate way to begin this newsletter.

As you may have heard, I tested positive for Covid. After a 10 day quarantine, I am  returning to my normal activities on 
January 6.  My symptoms were like a cold.  My wife and I are both vaccinated and boosted.  I am the only one in my family 
to test positive.  During quarantine, Lynne was in Carson City while I was in our apartment in Flushing.  Quite a start to 2022.

Yet, like all of us, even my unpredicted days had many blessings.  Among those blessings is the support of Christian friends.
While many in the congregation are a blessing to me, I do want to specifically thank some individuals from this special week. 
--Kevin Sharp’s Christmas break from seminary included being my fill-in at the funeral service for Phyllis Beyer.  The family 
has known Kevin for years.  As we knew He would, the Lord used Kevin in leading the worship in a meaningful way.             
---While I am grateful for this future Pastor, I am also thankful for a well-known retired minister.  Pastor Cliff Bira lifted a 
weight from my mind when he agreed to lead the worship on Sunday January 2.  It enabled me to think about simply 
isolating and resting.  The congregation is thankful for Pastor Bira. I am personally grateful for his service last Sunday.             
--Dr. Marcos Machado is humble in not often being referred to with his title at church.  However, his kind willingness to 
answer my medical questions was much appreciated.  
--Jamie & Morgan Roberts delivered medicine and food and whatever provisions I needed while in quarantine.  I am grateful 
for many who would have done so if asked. I am thankful as the Roberts took care of me, there was no need to ask.  
--Karen Rocker did what she does so often in “rolling” with the situation as church secretary.  Karen has answered multiple 
questions for me and helped me in too many ways to count. Indeed, even in challenges the Lord gives us blessings.  
I am thankful for the entire church family as I serve in this interim.

Expressing thanks is often done as part of a farewell.  We are not at that time in the interim. But we are at a significant time.
Two points to make.

First of all, regarding our personal response to the pandemic, in many ways we are in the same situation that we have 
been for over a year. We need to respect each other as we make decisions about what we feel we should do.  Masks will be 
available at church for those who want them.  Please understand if someone does not want to shake hands.  If you feel like 
your participation at this time should be via internet or some other means, let us know if there is someway in which the 
congregation can be of service to you.  

Regardless of your response to the virus, please give your input on a survey.  This survey is unlike anything you have seen 
in recent months.  It is described in this newsletter. Please read the page entitled “Transition News”.  We will be going over 
it during the worship service on January 9th and those in attendance will be asked to fill it out at that time.  You could pick up 
a copy from the church office anytime until January 23rd. It can also be completed electronically. Details about that are on 
the Transition News page in this newsletter. Please only fill it out one time—either in paper form OR electronically—not 
both.   Responses are needed by January 24th –it takes about 10 minutes to complete—please do it soon.   

Almost forgot to wish you a Happy New Year.  2022 had an unexpected beginning.  May it include the beginning of the 
ministry a new long term Pastor at Holy Cross.  God only knows who that person will be. I am confident he will be blessed to 
share God’s gifts together with you.  

I am thankful to be able to share the gifts of God with you today.                                                       Interim Pastor Bob Riggs

Intentional Interim Pastor Bob Riggs  

cell phone (614) 562-9222 

Email pastor@holycrosslutheran.com

Secretary Karen Rocker

Email secretary@holycrosslutheran.com

Website:  www.holycrosslutheran.com

Worship   Traditional 9 a.m.     Contemporary 11:15 a.m.

Adult Bible Study & Sunday School 10 a.m.

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH

NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2022

1209 Coutant Street, Flushing, Michigan 48433

Phone (810) 659-5926   Fax (810) 496-2768

mailto:secretary@holycrosslutheran.com


LEGACY DATES FOR 2022
January 19 & 26
February 9 & 23

March 9 & 23 
Dinner 6 p.m.   Classes 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

BIBLE STUDIES—In January
Sunday Mornings 10 a.m.—Two Options for Adults

Pastor Riggs leads a study of the Gospel of Matthew
Ron Johnson is filling in for a group which will be using Jesus Always

During the Week—Men’s Study at 7 p.m. on Mondays
Thursday morning Bible Study 10 a.m.
Last Thursday of winter months—Movie at 10 a.m.—see below

PRAYING FOR THOSE WHO GRIEVE
As we lift up each other in prayer, we especially remember those who lost loved ones in December.
Bill Robins, a member of our church family, died on  December 16th. 
Diana Batema’s mother, Phyllis Beyer, died on December 19th.
Kevin Gulick’s mother, Dawn Gulick, passed away on December 21st.
May our Lord, who faced and conquered death, give comfort to those who miss loved ones.  

ST. JOHN IN EXILE
Winter is a good time to watch a movie.  Each winter month, Pastor Bob will suggest 
one.  There are several ways you can watch it.  You can stream it through
Amazon—this one is free with Amazon Prime.  You can borrow the DVD from Pastor.
You can watch it with friends the last Thursday of the month at 10 a.m. at church.

This film is a one act play by Dean Jones.  He portrays St. John on the island of 
Patmos.  It is creative, thought provoking, entertaining, and inspiring.  

Thursday morning Bible study January 13 and 20 will study 1 John.  

Legacy will begin 2022 on Wednesday January 19 with dinner followed by classes for all ages. During December the children 
taped a skit which was shared as part of a Christmas program in church on December 19.  The script was from Group 
Publishing with some edits by Pastor Riggs.  Samuel Machado edited, and seamlessly put together, several portions of video.  
The video was filmed by Marcos Machado and Chad Roberts.  Marcos was also our director with help from Karen Acha.  
Pastor Bob directed a small portion.  Jamie Roberts  & Michelle Taylor arranged costumes.  Karen Rocker helped with 
preparing scripts.  Sandy & Kevin VanSickle prepared projects students worked on when they were not involved in the filming.  
Christie Jones posted the video on our Facebook page so those who were not able to be here could watch. The students who 
participated in the skit were Kellen, Morgan, Dexter, Daisy, Garrett, Brendan, Lainey, Samuel, Aaron, Ryan, Josh, and Eli.  We 
thank them all.  



TRANSITION NEWS

THANKFUL FOR BLESSINGS THROUGH THE YEARS
During December there were several ways we remembered some of our blessings.

---Pictures can tell a story.  Photos and albums were on display in the worship area.  They 
reminded us that people may change with the years, yet our Lord’s faithfulness is constant.   

---Beyond what we could picture, the Lord has been at work among and through our church 
family.  This includes people who have moved from Flushing but continue to be impacted by 
the work of God begun (or strengthened) during their time with us.  Among them, but 
certainly not only them, are Rev. Chad Lakies, Rev. Matt Popovits, and Seminarian Kevin 
Sharp. During December, we received video greetings from each of them.  

--There was also a timeline with dates in our church history listed.  Everyone is encouraged to add their significant dates—
baptism, marriage, funeral, & more—as we are grateful for each member of the body of Christ.  You can check the record 
books in the church office if you would like to verify something.  Karen would be glad to help you. 
--Several of us also made a point to pick up a copy of the history of Holy Cross which was written by Pastor Bira in January of
2020.  This concise and easy to read history gives a summary of where Holy Cross has been and how God has used us.  

In order to make these remembrances possible, the Transition team had meetings in the fall and did some sorting through a 
lot of things.  Thanks to Karen Acha, David Cole, Jean Flader, Kevin Gulick, Ron Johnson, Chad Roberts, Jim Santala, and Perry 
Wright. Special thanks to Karen Acha with her work on the Time-line and Jim Santala who arranged for the video greetings.  
The transition team will be meeting Thursday January 13 at 7 p.m. to continue plans for “Asset Mapping!”

SUNDAY JANUARY 23—Lunch & An Event  
Lunch—will be available very soon after worship for those who would like to eat.  
An Event—It is interactive.  It is counting our blessing. It is considering what we can do together both now & in the future.
The Asset Mapping time will take about one hour. It will start soon after lunch is served—if you want, you can still be enjoying
your lunch during the Asset Mapping time.  Your participation would be greatly appreciated!

THE DISTRICT SURVEY—PASTOR PROFILE TOOL
There have been a couple of surveys, but this one  is different.  It will be used as by the 
District as they supply information on Pastors whom the congregation can consider in
the call process.  It requires about 10 minutes to complete.  It includes statements 
where you indicate on a 1-5 if you agree or disagree with the statement.  It lists 
characteristics of a pastor and asks you to rank in order what you consider to be the
most important.  There are other similar questions. In each case, you fill in a circle to give your response.  

Sunday January 9th we will go through the survey as part of the message of the day .  You can fill it out during that time. 
There is more than one way you can complete it.  You can do it in the paper form or electronically.  

In paper form—if you are not here on January 9th, you can pick it up in the church office anytime until January 23.  You are 
encouraged to take a few minutes to fill it out while you are at church instead of needing to remember to return it.

In electronic form—you can complete it on the internet. A QR code is to the right.

If the QR code does not work, you could use the link below

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/8pabab6/HolyCrossFlushing.

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/8pabab6/HolyCrossFlushing


BREAD FOR LIFE

Nearly every Thursday (from 5:15pm- 5:45p.m. through the end of May) bags of 
food are being packed for children.  

This ministry works together with our local Flushing schools to provide meals on 
the weekend for some students . Last year over 100 students every week 
benefitted.

Speak with Kelly Jacobs, or email Kelly.Jacobs@holycrosslutheran.com if you 
have questions.  

QUILTING ON SOME WEDNESDAYS 10 a.m.-Noon
January quilting dates will vary for a few reasons in January.  When they do meet, 
they share some meaningful and enjoyable service in making quilts for Lutheran 
World Relief and/or Flint Mission.  If you are interested, Bonnie Terbush would be 
glad to hear from you.  

HAPPY HEARTS MONDAY   
January Pot-Luck CANCELLED

2nd Monday of the month
Hope to see you at Pot-Luck

February 14

LADIES LUNCHLY
Wednesday January 12 Noon at Red Lobster

RSVP to Brenda at 810-659-9398
Fellowship group of ladies who enjoy lunch at a restaurant together one Wednesday a 
month.  RSVP so we can let the restaurant know how many to anticipate.  New faces 
are always welcomed. 

ONE MORE IMPORTANT PIECE OF TRANSITION NEWS
Tentative Date & Time--MONDAY FEBRUARY 7 AT 6:30 P.M.
DISTRICT PRESIDENT & MISSION FACITATOR MEET WITH US

Dr. Rob Kasper is our Mission & Ministry Facilitator from the District.  He will present the results of  the 
District Survey which is described in this newsletter.  Rev. David Maier is the President of our Michigan 
District.  He will be with us to discuss the call process. They are both gifted and humble Christian brothers.
It would be appreciated if as many as are able attend.  The date and time are yet to be confirmed but is 
likely.  Please mark it on your calendar.  We will let you know as soon as it is confirmed.  

THANKS TO THE “UNDECORATING” CREW
Decorating the church for Christmas is appreciated.  As helpful, are the efforts of those 
who take the decorations down and store them for next year.  Thanks to Diana 
Batema; Marcos, Samuel, Arron, and Eli Machado; Rachel, Lainey, Brendan, and 
Garrett Prim; Chad, Jamie, Morgan and Dexter Roberts; Karen Rocker; Michelle and 
Daisy Taylor for serving in this way.  

mailto:Kelly.Jacobs@holycrosslutheran.com


Financial Update
December 2021 Offerings  $27,573.69   Expenses $24,090.10

September-December 2021  Offerings $91,543.16  Expenses $95,709.04 

Year to Date  -$4,165.88

A few reminders…

--Our current budget year is  September 2021-August 2022.

--While we currently have a deficit, all obligations are paid.  

--We have used some of our restricted funds.  It is our hope that they can be repaid.

--If you are not able to attend, it is a great help if you can continue to send your support.

--As we pray for the Lord’s guidance, we serve together as a church family with peace & joy

IS THE CHURCH A BUSINESS?

A Note From Pastor Riggs

We are at an important stage during the time between long term pastors.  Both the leadership &  transition teams will be 

completing paperwork of a Mission & Ministry Inventory.  There is a very important survey of the congregation—(read 

elsewhere in this newsletter--we need as many responses as possible.)  Some leadership from our District will visit to 

discuss the survey and the call process in early February.  The next few weeks could be busy. As we collect and analyze 

numbers and surveys, it can lead us to wonder if the church is a business.

Is the church today a business?  My favorite answer to that question is to compare myself to my 

dog. (BTW—the picture on the right is my dog, Molly) Now hear me out.  Molly and I have a 

number of things in common.  We both have a digestive system.  We both have a respiratory 

system.   If my doctor and my dog’s vet were to make a list they could refer to a number of other 

systems we have in common.  Yet my dog is far different than me  I have a soul.  

While we share the same air and we require regular nourishment, to continue to live we have basic 

needs.  If those needs are not meet our lives could be shortened.  Yet the difference remains—I am 

created in God’s image.  I have a relationship with my Creator that a dog could never have.  

Similar to a business, a church has some basic needs.  There is a need for a place to gather.  There is a need for a staff 

to lead.  There is a need for a budget. There is a need for support.  Yet the church is to be forever different—the 

church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ our Lord.  The church forever shares what God has done for us so that our sins 

can be forgiven.  The people of God are called to come together to worship the Lord, care for one another, and reach 

out to those who do not yet know the love of Christ.  

In every generation, the people of God have responded to His grace by providing what was needed to proclaim the 

Gospel.  In the Old Testament, people gave their tithes in part to support both the temple and the priests.  In the New 

Testament, St. Paul points to this fact as he wrote to the church in Corinth that “in the same way, the Lord commanded 

that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel.” (1 Corinthians 9:14) Our Lord himself 

could have miraculous provided daily food for himself and his disciples.  Instead, we read in Luke 8:3 of “Joanna the 

wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Suzanne; and many others.  These women were helping to support 

them out of their own means”.  The body of Christ works together so that the message of Christ can be shared. 

Often a church makes use of a building.  The Old Testament temple was surpassed by God dwelling among His 

people in the person of Jesus.  You can have a church without having a building.  Yet if the people of God are to come 

together around His Word and Sacrament, and if they are to encourage one another in the faith, they need to have a 

place to meet.  A church building also serves as a regular witness to a community that faith in God is not something of 

the past.  God is at work in lives today.  The invitation is shared to come and see.

During this time between long-term pastors, as we consider the future of the ministry, there is paperwork to be done. 

May it always be done prayerfully.  A dog can be great, but it will never be a human.  A business can be helpful, but it 

can never give what is needed most.  Let us as the church of God receive and share the gifts that come only through 

Jesus as the work of the church is done together. 



Beyond the Walls With Jesus
Michigan District Conference

For All Interested Adults
February 5  Registration 8:30 a.m. 

Closing Comments 3 p.m.  Lunch is included

• “Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you 
as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation” (1 
Peter 2:12).

• It is difficult to live honorably as a child of God when the Church is increasingly 
marginalized and ridiculed. To be sure, this is a consequence of evil in the world, but it is 
also because God’s people don’t know the Scriptures and/or because they compromise 
what they believe or how they live in the world.

• God’s Word is clear. We are “in the world” (John 17:11; Philippians 2:15) as “elect exiles” 
(1 Peter 1:1), and the nations (“the gentiles”) will observe our good deeds through our 
speech and actions. Because of this witness, Peter writes, even they will “glorify God on 
the day of visitation” (1 Peter 2:12), and Paul says that one day “… every knee will bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:10–11).

• Please join us for the 2022 Theological Conference on Saturday, February 5, at Our 
Savior, Lansing. Excellent speakers will guide us, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to pray 
and determine when to defend the “walls” of the Church and when to continue to shine 
and speak the truth in love, even though our witness may go against many of the current 
cultural topics.

• Note: The CDC and Michigan Department of Health and Human Services recommend 
that all participants, including those vaccinated, wear masks while gathered indoors. A 
mask will be provided to you at check-in if you need one. If you are feeling unwell or 
have any symptoms of COVID prior to arrival, please stay home. We will continue to 
monitor the pandemic, recommendations from the CDC, state and county health 
departments, and Our Savior, Lansing.

February 5  Registration 8:30 a.m.  Closing Comments 3 p.m.  Lunch is included in

At Our Savior Lutheran Church, Lansing   7910 E. St. Joe Hwy  Lansing, MI, 48917

$20 General Registration      $15 Students 

Livestream will be free but you must register to receive the link.

The above is all copied and pasted from the District website.  You can go there to get the 
background of the speakers, the agenda for the day, and to register.  Go to www. 
MichiganDistrict.org/theological22.  If you want more information, or to register, or to 
share a ride, speak with Pastor Riggs.  

Those who have attended these annual conferences report that they are always well worth 
the time.  



Compassion & Great Commission Ministry 
Michigan District 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
Now Serving in Flint 

This month we are focusing on this ministry of compassion which has served in Detroit for 5 years & in 2021 expanded to Flint. 

The following is copied and pasted from their website

The Luke Clinic has been serving the needs of the local population in Detroit since 2016. The infant mortality rate in Detroit has 
been on the rise for the last 6 years, peaking at 16.7 deaths per 1000 births in 2018. The national average is 5.6 deaths per 100 
births. The problem is not lack of healthcare - the city boasts some of the largest health systems in the country. The problem is that 
these women do not use them or receive prenatal care of any kind.

The reasons why are complex, but the one we have decided to address is the lack of a trusting, caring relationship between the 
patient and the provider. We believe that building a trusting relationship is the basis for establishing and maintaining prenatal care 
throughout a pregnancy. Instead of the patient being forced to enter the providers culture, we have chosen to enter and adapt to 
theirs.

The clinic was founded as a great compassion and great commission ministry of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 5 years ago in 
partnership with Family of God in Springwells, Detroit. Since then, the clinic has grown in size and reputation and provides services 
to families from around the Detroit Metro Area and beyond. In Fall 2021 we are excited to be taking what we have learned in 
Detroit to Flint by opening a new prenatal and infant care clinic in partnership with Franklin Avenue Mission.

The Luke Clinic wants to meet these women where they are by coming to their communities to provide care.
Our desire is to bring accessible, relationship-based prenatal and infant care right into the poorest neighborhoods.
By setting up rooms for prenatal visits at local churches the clinic accomplishes another important goal of 
connecting new mothers with churches and local ministries that provide the long-term counseling and support 
needed, particularly for young mothers in difficult circumstances.

By operating with unconventional afternoon and evening hours, The Luke Clinic makes it easier for mothers to get 
prenatal care without taking a day off from work. We provide a safe, family atmosphere where adult-supervised, 
safe care is provided in our children's activity room. Mothers who have limited resources will not feel unable to 
keep their appointments for a lack of childcare. We also provide wrap-around services such as social work support, 
a free meal, a clothing closet, insurance navigators, and help with transportation.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

At the website quoted above (www.thelukeclinic.org) you can find more information about their staff, ways in 
which volunteers can help, and how you can donate.  

In 2021, our congregation donated $3,000 to the Luke Clinic.  If you would like to add to this support, you can either
give directly to the Luke Clinic using their website or you can place a donation with in an envelope in our church
offering.  Be sure that the memo line on your check and the outside of the envelope is marked as “Donation for 
Luke Clinic”. 

Please also join us in remembering this ministry in prayer.  

http://www.thelukeclinic.org/

