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Elohim – Genesis 1:1-2
1

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was
hovering over the face of the waters.
2

Admittedly, a study of Genesis can be a rather daunting endeavor; 50 chapters covering a few thousand
years of history. But taken in small portions, it is an intriguing and inspiring read. We will sometimes
read just a few verses, and sometimes we’ll read entire stories.
Genesis takes us from the creation of the universe to the person of Moses, who arrives at the beginning
of the next book, Exodus. Moses is the person credited with writing down the book of Genesis as well as
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. These five books are known as the Pentateuch. In
Exodus 33:18-23 we find the story of Moses and God together on the mountain. Moses asks to “see”
God, so God hides Moses in the cleft of a rock so that Moses cannot see His face as He passes by, but
instead allows Moses to see His “back.”
Exodus 33:18-23

Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 19And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you
and will proclaim before you my name ‘The Lord.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and
will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not
see me and live.” 21And the Lord said, “Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock,
22
and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand
until I have passed by. 23Then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not
be seen.”
18

One of my teachers in the past suggested that God allowed Moses to see the history of the world as
God created it and the heroes of the faith we find on the pages of Genesis. This would have been an
interesting way for God to show Moses the things he would need to write down for which he himself
was not present. Those of you who are saying, “Well, that might be a stretch of the text” – you’re right.
But it’s an interesting idea.
In these first two verses of Genesis, we have established that this is God’s story. He was there before it
all began, and He is the author of it all. “In the beginning – God.” This word for God is Elohim. It is
plural. God was, is, and always shall be Trinity. All three members of the Godhead are present in the
creation. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” (John
1:1) Jesus was there, the Spirit was there. The other important concept in these verses is “without form”.
This means formlessness, confusion, unreality, emptiness. There was nothing there until God calls it into
being. So as God establishes our story, it begins simply with Him and nothing else. His might, power
and sovereign will is all that is necessary to bring everything into being. He is a mighty God.
Just as a side note: I realize that there are daily conversations about the beginnings of the universe.
People (even very devout Christian people) do not always agree about these things. So that you know
perspective, I’m pretty much old school. Six 24-hour days for creation. And if pressed to the wall, I
would land in the “young earth” camp. If that flies in the face of current science, I’m okay with being out
of step. God can deal with me when I get to there.
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Exist – Genesis 1:3-10
3

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good. And God separated
the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening
and there was morning, the first day. 6And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” 7And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the
expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8And God called the expanse Heaven. And
there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 9And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be
gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and
the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.

The sovereignty, majesty, creativity, and power of God are immediately apparent as Genesis begins.
God brings the entire universe into existence through His spoken Word. “Let there be” echoes
throughout chapter one as all that we know of today in our world comes into existence. Those words
“let there be” simply mean “exist”. Exist light; exist waters. That word ‘exist’ is the same word that God
uses to introduce Himself to Moses when Moses asks God “who shall I say sends me” in Exodus 3:14.

God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I am has sent me to
you.’
God is the One who was never created. He has simply and will always exist. He uses His own name to
create – everything expect mankind, which He formed from the dust of the ground (He had previously
created).
And all of that creation stands in testimony to the God who called it into being. There are many today
who would say it all happened by chance. They say that because it is convenient for them to NOT
believe in God. If I can deny His existence, I don’t have to answer to Him. But that unbelief must be
terribly difficult to maintain. Paul tells us in Romans 1:19b-20 that just walking around in the world
screams to us the truth of God’s presence and power.

“For what can be known about God is plain to [us], because God has shown it to [us]. For His invisible
attributes, namely, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the
creation of the world, in the things that have been made.”
Without ever picking up a Bible, we know there is a God just by looking at a flower or a newborn baby.
There is an old story about the atheist and God having a conversation about creation. The atheist says,
“Oh, creating a person isn’t that hard. You just need the raw materials and science can take care of the
rest.” He leans over to pick up a handful of dirt to begin his “creation” and God says, “Nope. Get your
own dirt.” We can try and take God out of the creative equation, but that is simply an unsustainable
viewpoint. Eventually, all theories lead back to God.
As you read through the verses of chapter 1, remember that in the midst of this creative activity, Jesus
was there knowing that He was going to come and show us the depth and extent of God’s love through
the ultimate sacrifice to redeem it all. With each beam of light, tree, possum, whale, and person He
knew that it would have to be purchased back from destruction with His blood. And God created it all
anyway! Such love.
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It’s All Good – Genesis 1:11-25
11

And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their
seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding
seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And
God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 14And God said, “Let
there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for
seasons, and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the
earth.” And it was so. 16And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light
to rule the night—and the stars. 17And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18to
rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.
19
And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 20And God said, “Let the waters swarm with
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21So God created
the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their
kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22And God blessed them,
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there was
evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according
to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so.
25
And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and
everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.

What a magnificent week that must have been, as the Father created an entire universe and all of its
inhabitants by the words of His mouth. There are a few events in the Scriptures I would have loved to
witness, and creation probably tops the list. Although after having seen the creation of the first flower I
would have been on my face in adoration and praise and probably have missed the rest. Just visualize
God imagining and then speaking into existence a platypus or a rhinoceros; seeing the first bird take
flight; or hearing the crash of water as the first whale slapped its tail on the ocean waves. It didn’t take
billions of years for these things to happen. God just said so and it was. Not only did He create all that
we see today, He made sure they could reproduce themselves and thus fill the earth for the rest of time.
The plan was perfect.
When one does a study of the book of Revelation, is would appear that there will be a second creative
event that we will be privileged to witness. “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.” (Revelation 21:1) (Side note –
“the sea was no more” refers to the fact that in the new creation, the sea is not necessary, as it
symbolizes the distance between God and man because of our sin. Our sin will no longer exist in
heaven, so there is no need for a sea.) After this earth has been destroyed because of the weight of our
sin, God will create a new heaven (atmosphere and universe) and a new earth. And we will be there to
see it! (God will not have to recreate His heaven as there is no sin there and thus no need for its
destruction.) I’m already planning to worship Him with at least one eye open because I don’t want to
miss any of it! It really is something to look forward to! As we enjoy what God has created around us
let’s remember to thank Him for the beauty of it all and for the perfection of His plan.
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Ultimate Creation – Genesis 1:26-31
26

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of
the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth.” 27So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male
and female he created them. 28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every
living thing that moves on the earth.” 29And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is
on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30And to every beast
of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31And God saw everything that he had made,
and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

In His unquestionable wisdom, God saved the best for last. After placing the stars in the heavens,
causing the earth to form and be covered in vegetation, lakes, and seas; after filling the air with birds
and the waters with swimming creatures; after designing utterly fantastic animals to wander the land
God forms His ultimate creation. He makes Adam and Eve. This final creation bears a unique marker.
This creation is in God’s own image.
Being made in the image of God is a big concept; one that I’m not entirely sure we can completely
grasp. Many illustrations have been passed around along the way, so I’ll share a couple of them so that
we can at least get our arms around this idea, even if only to a small extent. Think of a radio.
Somewhere, a person sits in a control room sharing the news or playing songs. Those words and music
are sent out across the atmosphere and are picked up by your radio, tv, computer, or smartphone and
you then hear what it being broadcast. That device (radio, TV, . . . ) is merely reflecting what is
happening somewhere else. It creates an image of the music for the listener. Another illustration is what
happens with the sun and moon. As we know, the moon does not generate any light by itself, but to
look at it, one might think that it is generating light. Instead it is merely reflecting the light of the sun
onto the planet. It is sharing the image of the sun’s light with us.
To say that we are created in God’s image is to say that we reflect His light. We display His love, grace,
mercy, and kindness. We are who we are because of Him. We are His children, so we display His
character and shine with His love – both to others and back to Him. In truth, this probably just scratches
the surface of what it means to be made in God’s image. It’s one of those things that is I believe is
going to expand exponentially when we finally get to see Him face to face.
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Cultural Lie – Genesis 2:1-3
1

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2And on the seventh day God finished his
work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 3So God blessed the
seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.

Upon finishing the creative activity of the first six days, God rests. He takes time to sit back and enjoy
what He has done. Thus begins the pattern of life that remains with us today. Six days of work, one day
of rest repeated over and over until Jesus returns. Unfortunately, what we have done is take that
seventh day of rest and turn it into yet another work day. For the most part, we have lost our respect for
rest.
As little as 50 years ago, there was a national recognition of Sunday as a day off for almost everyone.
Stores were closed and even most restaurants. Even for those who didn’t go to church, it was a day off.
Now, Sunday looks just like every other day of the week. We’ve lost something. God didn’t create us to
live this way and it shows in our stress levels. Even Adam and Eve, created in perfection, were expected
to take a day off. So, do we make an effort to reclaim that day of rest; is it really necessary? It certainly is
if we want to live a full and satisfying life. But, once again, it requires a will and a determination on our
part to exercise it. If you want a day of rest, you have to arrange the other six days so that you are able
to have one.
God felt so strongly about this day of rest that He later included it in the 10 Commandments. The 3rd
Commandment is “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.” With that command He sets aside that
seventh day for us to relax and worship. In His brilliant economy of time He gives us six days to
accomplish our goals and one day set aside for us to reconnect with Him and worship Him. On that
seventh day we take the time to regroup spiritually and just relax. I know – easier said than done. The
world pushes on us and demands that those sacred 24 hours be expended for something more “useful”.
We are victims of a cultural lie that says if we aren’t producing, we’re wasting precious time. Let me
repeat – that’s a lie!
Reading these verses acts as a reminder for us as to how God established time and our use of it. Take
the challenge to bring more relaxation to your Sabbath Day and less struggle. Relax.
On a completely different track – I want to take a couple of sentences to point out one phrase in the
text for today; “and all the host of them.” There are two ways to see this phrase. Most of us wonder
when the angels were created. There are some commentators who see them in this phrase, for they
really are not mentioned in the creation story at all. The word “host” means army or warriors. So in this
context, that could imply the angels. There are also many other times in the Scriptures where the angels
are referred to as the “heavenly host”. You can think that through for yourself. I just wanted to put it out
there.
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A Second Telling – Genesis 2:4-25
4

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God
made the earth and the heavens. 5When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field
had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the
ground, 6and a mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole face of the ground—7then the Lord
God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man
became a living creature. 8And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man
whom he had formed. 9And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil. 10A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four rivers. 11The name
of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12And the
gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the
one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. 14And the name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of
Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 15The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to
work it and keep it. 16And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the
garden, 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you
shall surely die.” 18Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper
fit for him.” 19Now out of the ground the Lord God had formed every beast of the field and every bird of the
heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living
creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every
beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 21So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to
fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the
Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23Then the man said, “This
at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”
24
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.
25
And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

Right at the beginning of the Bible we run into the very Hebrew/Middle Eastern way of storytelling. In
the west, we like our stories to go in a straight line. Point A leads to point B and so on until we arrive at
Z. For the Hebrew, storytelling goes in a circle. You tell the story, or parts of it, then you tell it again,
bringing in different details or emphasizing a new point. Point A may not necessarily lead to point B. It
might go to L or W. Here in Genesis 2, we find a retelling of the creation story with a completely
different focal point; the creation of man and his amazing relationship with the Creator. As God creates
Adam, He actually puts His hands to work, forming Adam out of the dust of the ground. Almost
everything else had been spoken into existence. For the creation of man, He gets His hands dirty! He
breathes life into Adam with His own breath (the Holy Spirit) and a soul is born. For the first time in the
creative process, God actually calls something “not good”. Adam’s singularity was not good. So God set
out to remedy that situation and we are introduced to Adam’s perfect counterpart, Eve, as God designs
her out of the creative material that is Adam. It is a miraculous and fantastic story.
We learn that Adam had a job in paradise. It wasn’t all TV and chips for Adam. No, he was expected to
work the garden, tending it and caring for it because it was a gift from God. It was to provide the new
couple with food and something important to do. They were God’s partners in this new creation. They
were emotionally, physically, spiritually, and intellectually naked and that nakedness carried no shame
for there was nothing evil or bad anywhere. God’s creation was completed, and it was perfect in every
way. Marriage is instituted, and the first family is born. God’s love poured out and it would have been
amazing to be there.
7

We look back upon creation week with wonderment and rightly so for there is nothing on the earth
right now to compare that time to, as we have been ruined by sin. God’s answer to that problem will
come up in the very next chapter. But in the first few Words of the Bible, we see God’s power, majesty,
sovereignty, and all-encompassing love. We were not a cosmic accident, created when conditions were
absolutely perfect to birth a single cell that eventually grew into the world we know today. But instead,
our existence is the result of a thought-filled creation, designed and made with love and intentionality.
God created us to love us and to receive our love back. The perfection of the design cannot be
overstated.

Doubt and Lies – Genesis 3:1-5
1

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent,
“We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is
in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will
not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.”

It does us well to read this passage of Scripture with regularity. We become used to the ways of Satan.
He's so good at what he does that we tend to become complacent and immune to the fact that we are
constantly being tempted by his cunning deceit.
Notice that Satan only speaks twice. His first weapon is doubt. "Did God really say . . .?" We all know
about doubt. It stalks every single Christian like a shadow. "Will God actually answer my prayer?" "Does
God actually love me?" "Can the stories from the Bible actually be true?" Those are just a few examples
of the kinds of doubts that we all deal with daily. You can probably supply many of your own. If Satan
can get us to doubt God's power and God's love, he wins.
(On a side note, notice that Eve tells Satan "You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die." If you go back to chapter two, you will see that
God did not say that. He told them not to eat the fruit of that tree. He said nothing about touching it.
For some reason, Eve feels the need to embellish. Always a bad idea.)
Satan's second comment goes straight for the kill. "You will surely not die. . . . You will be like God,
knowing good from evil." Satan flat out lies. God told them that they would die, and that is exactly what
happened. It took several hundred years for them to die, but they're not here today, so . . . Yup, they
died! It was a brutal consequence. But once the doubt had been cast, it was easy to take the next step
and believe that God might be a liar as well. Satan was right about one thing - they did indeed learn
about good and evil. It was a terrible thing to learn.
We need to read these verses often because the remind us of the way of Satan. He hasn't changed his
tricks since the fall of Adam and Eve. His best weapons are still doubt and lies. Our best defense - a
close personal relationship with the Living God and a solid knowledge of His Word. These always hold
you in good stead when the evil one tries to whisper in your ear.
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Confession or Blame – Genesis 3:6-13
6

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was
with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed
fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 8And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among
the trees of the garden. 9But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?" 10And he said, “I
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who
told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said,
“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the Lord God said to
the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate."

Adam and Eve have done the one and only thing God told them not to do. The guilt of their
disobedience is immediate. We know this by their response to the situation. They sew clothes for
themselves out of fig leaves and hide out from God. Thus the fig leaf has come to be forever known as
that which covers something shameful.
The important thing to remember here is that Adam and Eve actually attempted to hide from God. They
now know that they are naked in every way - not just physically. They know that they have made a poor
choice and are most likely terrified and rightly so. When I was raising my two daughters, I had a living
example of what happens when we know there has been a transgression. Bethany, my younger
daughter's first sentence was, "Hannah did it." (Hannah was her older sister.) Even as toddlers we know
that we don't want to be "in trouble." When God inquires of them about where they are, their first
response is to lay blame on anyone but themselves. Adam is so bold as to blame Eve AND even God.
"The woman YOU gave me . . ." When God turns to Eve, she blames the serpent. I have often wondered
what would have happened if Adam had immediately confessed the sin and begged God's forgiveness.
But neither of them does that. They had sinned, so a confession would have most likely not changed
anything. The finger pointing began and we still do that today.
Sin is so incredibly destructive that we usually involve ourselves in even more sin in an attempt to dig
ourselves out. But that is simply not possible. We can never make up for our sin by ourselves. We are in
constant need of a Savior. As we try to justify our wicked behaviors by ourselves we only make things
worse. Tomorrow's reading will include God's gracious response to this disobedience. God's plan kicks
in right when we needed it.

Protoevangelium
Genesis 3:14-15
14
The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all
beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15I will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; He shall bruise your head, and you
shall bruise His heel.”
Protoevangelium. There's your big word for the day. It means "first Gospel". In verse 15, God gives His
first indication that all is not lost. Even though Adam and Eve have sinned, and The Garden of Eden is
lost to them, God still has a plan. This plan has been in place from the beginning, but now He reveals
9

that there will be a Savior. All hope is not lost. The words are spoken to the serpent, but meant for the
ears of Adam and Eve. Since we have all of the Bible, and Adam and Eve were living it rather than
reading it, they didn't have the luxury of hindsight. We know that the Father did indeed send the Son of
Man to crush the head of the evil one. His heel was bruised. He shall bear the scars of our sin on His
hands and feet for eternity. But the victory was complete. The enemy was crushed on the cross and he
can no longer accuse the saints of sin. He has been cast from heaven forever. (See Revelation 12)
Use your sanctified imagination for a moment and visualize the scene. There stands Satan, Adam, and
Eve. God deals first with Satan, delivering the news that a Messiah is coming, who will crush his head
while only being able to nip the heal of Jesus. Before they hear their punishment, Adam and Eve get to
hear the Gospel. They have messed everything up, but God already has plan in place to bring them back
to Himself.
Of course we still have to deal with the temptations of the Satan on a regular basis. But if we live like
people who have victory over him in Christ Jesus, we are the winners. Far too often we live like a
defeated army, dragging themselves home from a losing battle. We are not on the losing side! God has
won, and Satan’s power has been crushed.

Paul picks up this picture for us in Romans 16:19-20.
19
For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you to be wise as to what is
good and innocent as to what is evil. 20The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Not only is Satan's head going to be crushed, God's going to use OUR feet (through Christ) to do the
crushing. He gets stomped. It's a vivid picture, but one worth holding onto when tempted!

Consequences – Genesis 3:16-21
16

To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your
desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” 17And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened
to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is
the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18thorns and thistles it shall bring
forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 19By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you
return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 20The man called
his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife
garments of skins and clothed them.

One of my toughest responsibilities as a parent was allowing my girls to suffer the consequences of
their mistakes. Often I would try and remove those consequences and I believe today that may have
been a mistake. Consequences help us understand the importance and severity of our sins. Without
consequences, we are much more apt to repeat the mistake and perhaps earn even greater negative
responses than we got the first time.
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Adam and Eve now stand before The LORD as He addresses their disobedience. He doesn't try and hide
it; He doesn't say "Ah, that's okay." No, He faces their sin head on and demands that they do the same.
The serpent (Satan) has already been dealt with as he learned that he will be the quintessential loser.
His head will be crushed, and he will ultimately be destroyed.
Eve will experience great pain in childbirth. Most women will tell you that not only is the delivery
painful, the previous nine months can be tough too! Eve will also be subject to her husband - but she
will forever try and take his place as the leader. Discord enters a once perfect relationship.
Adam will now have to toil long and hard for the food that goes on the table and because of sin, all
people will now experience physical death. These are the consequences of the choice for disobedience
and we still live with them today.
I find it interesting that God deals with the devil first. I think that is because God is always about grace
first and foremost. Before explaining what their disobedience would mean to them and to their
relationship with God, he tells them that there will be a Messiah. Even in the moments of our greatest
sin all hope is not lost. The Savior who was promised in verse 15 did indeed arrive and defeat sin, death,
and the devil for us. While we still have to live with the consequences of our sin, we always have
forgiveness through Christ.

Sacrifice and Redemption – Genesis 3:20-24
20

The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21And the Lord God made for
Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 22Then the Lord God said, "Behold, the man has
become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life
and eat, and live forever—” 23therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground
from which he was taken. 24He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim
and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.

The first foreshadowing of the sacrifice of the Savior
comes as God deals with the mess that Adam and
Eve have created through their disobedience. Now
the nakedness causes them great shame, so God
killed one of His newly created animals to make
clothing for them. Blood has been shed. At least
their physical nakedness is covered. Since then, we
have created all kinds of coverings for our emotional
and spiritual pain. Drugs, food, alcohol, sex,
shopping - name your poison. Then God acts with
perfect grace and mercy as He ejects them forever
from the Garden of Eden.
11

At first blush that removal from the Garden seems harsh. But it was done with mercy for the Tree of Life
was in the Garden and had they eaten from that Tree after the fall, they would have lived forever in their
sinful state. Imagine living for thousands of years with the albatross of sin to carry. God loved His
children enough to allow their flesh to die. We struggle with death, for we were not created to die but
to live forever in that sinful flesh would be even worse.
Here, in the very beginning, we find that God is first and foremost merciful and gracious. Yes, Adam and
Eve pay the consequences for their sin, but the Savior is on the way and He brings forgiveness to all
believers.

Procreation – Genesis 4:1-2
1

Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of
the Lord.” 2 And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the
ground.

The relationship between God and the first two people is clearly a close one. The two brief verses in this
reading also indicate the trust level that Eve had in God's promise. He told her that from her would
come someone who would be able to redeem them from the sin that they had invited into their lives.
As soon as Cain is born, she believes the promise has been fulfilled. "I have gotten a man with the help
of The Lord." She assumed the promised one was here. You have to admire her faith.
She was of course wrong. The Savior doesn't come upon the scene for several thousand years. But here
we see that she has faith that God will keep that promise and she is counting on it. When Abel comes
along, she is confused. If the promised one is here, why do we need another? Obviously, Eve did not
understand the entire plan. Fortunately for us, we don't have to understand God entire plan in order to
receive the benefits of His blessings. Eve didn't have to understand the details of God's plan of salvation
from the mess she made. She needed to believe that He would take care of it. God didn't owe her an
explanation of just how the whole Savior thing was going to take place. Her faith was in God, not the
details of the plan.
So often we demand explanations from God and that is the basest hubris. God owes us no explanations.
He made numerous promises throughout Scripture with Genesis 3:15 just being the first. Every single
one of those promises was or will be kept - even the sending of the Savior. We can believe right along
with Eve even if we don't understand it all.
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Sin’s Path – Genesis 4:2b-7
2b

Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the
Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat
portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So
Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7If
you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you,
but you must rule over it.”

Adam and Eve have left a legacy. The children born to them are born into sin. We deal with that truth
every day of our lives. Adam’s own sons face the mark of sin on their lives too. Each man brings an
offering before God and the trouble begins. Cain’s heart is hard toward God and Abel’s is faithful.
The substance of each offering is immaterial. Each man brought what he worked to produce. Abel
brings an animal, Cain brings grain. Both are acceptable offerings in the eyes of God. The difference in
the acceptability of the offering lies in the heart of the giver. Abel offers his gift in faith, Cain offers his
out of obligation. In His undeniable mercy, God offers Cain some admonition and instruction; Cain is
given chance to reform his thinking. Cain doesn’t choose reformation, but instead chooses sin as the
next verses from Genesis 4 tell us. The writer of Hebrews brings understanding to what was going on in
the hearts of Abel and Cain.
Hebrews 11:4

“By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended
as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he
still speaks.”
In the face of the rejection of his offering, Cain has a little pity party and throws a temper tantrum. But I
am struck by God’s desire to bring about change in Cain. As a loving Father, God takes the time to
explain to Cain where he has stumbled and shows him the error in his thinking. “…sin is crouching at the
door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” Several centuries later, God gives us very similar
instruction via the hand of James.
James 1:13-15
“Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with

evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own
desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth
death.”
The path of sin hasn’t changed since the days of the first people. Evil desires grab us and carry us down
the road of destruction. Just as Satan played on Eve’s desire to be like God, so Satan also plays with our
desires leading us in the opposite direction – away from God. Sin ever stalks us. Jesus’ blood dealt with
the power of that sin to separate us from God forever. But while we walk in this flesh, we will be
tempted by our own desires. We do well to heed God’s warning to Cain and attempt to “rule over it.” If
you would like to meditate on this topic a little more, give a read to Romans 7. Paul struggled too.
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Choices – Genesis 4:8-16
8

Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed
him. 9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s
keeper?” 10And the LORD said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the
ground. 11And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood
from your hand. 12When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive
and a wanderer on the earth.” 13Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. 14Behold, you
have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a
wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills
Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him
should attack him. 16Then Cain went away from the presence of the LORD and settled in the land of Nod, east of
Eden.

Everyone has some advice for us - everyone. There's always an opinion as to how you should live or
what path you should take. In most cases that advice is worth what you're paying for it. At the end of
our last reading, God advises Cain to be aware of the fact that sin was stalking him, and he needed to
get control of that beast. In the book of Jonah, God advises the people of Nineveh to repent or be
destroyed. They did repent as a nation and God spared them. So here we have God advising people on
two separate occasions, one group listens and is spared, and one man chooses to ignore God and do
what he wants. The results for Cain are not good. He does not listen to God's counsel and the path of
his life is changed forever.
We don't know if this is the first murder to take place among God's people. It's the first recorded
murder. Clearly, God is displeased and takes action. But once again, we find that God is merciful. He
does not kill Cain, but instead protects him from being killed by others. God places a mark upon Cain
that signifies to the people that they are not to take vengeance for Abel's death. We do not know what
that mark was. Anyone who says they know is only speculating. The text is silent about that. All we know
is that this mark set Cain apart and served to put others on notice. You may not kill this man. It was
more than Cain deserved. But God's grace is always more than any of us deserve. Our Father always
takes the right action and gives us grace.

Wicked or Godly – Genesis 4:17-26
17

Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. When he built a city, he called the name of the city after
the name of his son, Enoch. 18To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad fathered Mehujael, and Mehujael fathered
Methushael, and Methushael fathered Lamech. 19And Lamech took two wives. The name of the one was Adah, and
the name of the other Zillah. 20Adah bore Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock.
21
His brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre and pipe. 22Zillah also bore Tubalcain; he was the forger of all instruments of bronze and iron. The sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah. 23Lamech said
to his wives: “Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; you wives of Lamech, listen to what I say: I have killed a man for
wounding me, a young man for striking me. 24If Cain’s revenge is sevenfold, then Lamech’s is seventy-sevenfold.”
25
And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and called his name Seth, for she said, “God has appointed
for me another offspring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him.” 26To Seth also a son was born, and he called his
name Enosh. At that time people began to call upon the name of the Lord.
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The descendants of Adam and Eve now take up the lives that God has given to them; and they go in
two directions. First we are told of Lamech. He introduces bigamy to the culture by taking two wives
and we are shown just who he is by his attitude toward those who may have wronged him. If God
would take revenge on anyone who would hurt Cain (vs. 15) Lamech himself would take care of the
revenge should anyone harm him personally. He is clearly a difficult person. Seth is born to Adam and
Eve. Eve sees him as a gift from God because of Abel’s death. Seth becomes the father of those who are
still willing to be in relationship with God and his descendants are willing to call on the name of the
Lord.
One of the questions I often get asked when studying Genesis is “Who did they marry?” This is a tough
one for us to accept but they married their siblings. There wasn’t anyone else! Here is my speculation –
sin had not yet left its tragic mark on the gene pool. When Adam and Eve sinned, they were physically
perfect; no genetic hiccups. By the time we get to Moses (a few thousand years later), God prohibits
that practice entirely and we still prohibit sexual relations between family members today. Remember,
these people lived for hundreds of years. In all likelihood, Cain and Seth didn’t even really know one
another as children, which may have also been true for their sisters. While it would be weird for us to
marry a brother or sister, it wasn’t for them. It was their only option.
In this passage we see a glimpse of the importance of leadership. Lamech leads his wives and children
away from God while Seth leads them to God. Which direction do you lead those who look to you for
guidance? There’s another question that deserves to be visited now and again.

Population – Genesis 5
1

This is the book of the generations of Adam. When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. 2Male
and female he created them, and he blessed them and named them Man when they were created. 3When Adam
had lived 130 years, he fathered a son in his own likeness, after his image, and named him Seth. 4The days of
Adam after he fathered Seth were 800 years; and he had other sons and daughters. 5Thus all the days that Adam
lived were 930 years, and he died. 6When Seth had lived 105 years, he fathered Enosh. 7Seth lived after he fathered
Enosh 807 years and had other sons and daughters. 8Thus all the days of Seth were 912 years, and he died. 9When
Enosh had lived 90 years, he fathered Kenan. 10Enosh lived after he fathered Kenan 815 years and had other sons
and daughters. 11Thus all the days of Enosh were 905 years, and he died. 12When Kenan had lived 70 years, he
fathered Mahalalel. 13Kenan lived after he fathered Mahalalel 840 years and had other sons and daughters. 14Thus
all the days of Kenan were 910 years, and he died. 15When Mahalalel had lived 65 years, he fathered Jared.
16
Mahalalel lived after he fathered Jared 830 years and had other sons and daughters. 17Thus all the days of
Mahalalel were 895 years, and he died. 18When Jared had lived 162 years, he fathered Enoch. 19Jared lived after he
fathered Enoch 800 years and had other sons and daughters. 20Thus all the days of Jared were 962 years, and he
died. 21When Enoch had lived 65 years, he fathered Methuselah. 22Enoch walked with God after he fathered
Methuselah 300 years and had other sons and daughters. 23Thus all the days of Enoch were 365 years. 24Enoch
walked with God, and he was not, for God took him. 25When Methuselah had lived 187 years, he fathered Lamech.
26
Methuselah lived after he fathered Lamech 782 years and had other sons and daughters. 27Thus all the days of
Methuselah were 969 years, and he died. 28When Lamech had lived 182 years, he fathered a son 29and called his
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name Noah, saying, “Out of the ground that the Lord has cursed, this one shall bring us relief from our work and
from the painful toil of our hands.” 30Lamech lived after he fathered Noah 595 years and had other sons and
daughters. 31Thus all the days of Lamech were 777 years, and he died. 32After Noah was 500 years old, Noah
fathered Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

The reading for this devotional is difficult, not because of the topic, but because the names are weird,
and it seems like information we don’t need but – don’t skip the Bible reading! The Word of God is way
more important than what follows in these comments. In actually reading the text you will find that your
heart and mind will be informed by God’s Word. It is critical. It is one of the most powerful ways to see
your faith grow.
It was bound to happen; an entire chapter of names and genealogy. God’s people are just getting
started and He wants us to know who they were and how they were related to one another and to Him.
Not only do we get a list of the names of the men who followed Adam, we get to learn how long they
lived. Just imagine if you were born about the time of the Reformation (1522). Then you would only be
half as old as Methuselah now! If you think you’ve seen a great deal of history in the last 50 years, think
what you would have seen if you had been born almost 1,000 years ago! Rather boggles the mind.
What we find at the end of each listing though, is the keeping of a promise. God promised Adam and
Eve that if they ate of the Tree in the middle of the Garden, the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil,
they would die. While each of the people listed in this chapter lived for a very long time, they aren’t
here anymore. They died, just as God said they would. God always keeps His promises – negative and
positive.
Enoch and Methuselah constitute an interesting passage. Enoch didn’t die. He walked with God and
then God simply “took him.” The only other person in the Bible to whom something similar happened
was Elijah. God sent a fiery chariot to pick him up when his life on earth was finished. These are stories
that might be interesting to hear once we get to meet these guys!
Enoch fathers Methuselah (who lives longer than anyone else), who fathers Lamech (not the same evil
Lamech from chapter 4), who fathers Noah. What we see in this chapter is that God created Adam in His
own image and set up the system so that we would also “father” children. God tells Adam and Eve to be
fruitful and multiply and indeed, they did! We are proof of that.
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God’s Grief – Genesis 6:1-8
1

When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to them, 2the sons of God saw
that the daughters of man were attractive. And they took as their wives any they chose. 3Then the Lord said, “My
Spirit shall not abide in man forever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 years.” 4The Nephilim were on the earth
in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of man and they bore children
to them. These were the mighty men who were of old, the men of renown. 5The Lord saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6And
the Lord regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 7So the Lord said, “I will
blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of
the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” 8But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.

One of the things I’m not particularly looking forward to when I die is the revelation of truth about me
that will accompany the leaving of this life. When standing in the presence of a perfect and holy God I
think the reality of my utter depravity with be overwhelming. Even though I know that I’m a sinner, I still
harbor the belief that “I’m not that bad.” (When I say “I”, I mean all of us.)
There are two occasions when God directly deals with that utter depravity in Scripture. The ultimate
action comes in the death of Jesus on the cross for our sin saturated existence. His blood dealt once
and for all with our ultimate tragedy. The first action takes place just 6 chapters into the story of man’s
existence in the story of Noah and the flood. God looks out upon the landscape of His creation and He
actually regrets making us! While He is not surprised by what man has become, for God is never caught
off guard, He is grieved. The best analogy I can think of is when you are holding vigil over a loved one
that you know is going to die soon. You know death is coming and it is sad and tragic. But when it
finally happens, you’re not ready. It’s still incredibly painful. You are grieved. God knew the depravity of
man was coming. He wasn’t surprised. When He can finally stand it no longer His grief moves Him to
action and thus we have the story of Noah.
There has been some speculation and debate about “the sons of God” and the “daughters of man”.
Some have even gone so far as to say that the sons of God were angelic (demonic) beings who mingled
with humans and created a “super race.” That’s a little crazy and there is no other Scripture to back that
up thus making is a very suspicious idea. Most likely, it means that the descendants of Seth, who had
remained godly, married the descendants of Cain, who had not. Since we are so very easily swayed in
the direction of evil, it didn’t take very long for most of mankind to walk away from God and follow
their own sinful flesh. Only one man remained of whom it could be said “he was godly” and that was
Noah.
We have not changed much over the millennia. My Dad always used to tell me that you become like the
people you hang out with the most. He was not wrong. If you hang out with people who do not love
God or want to serve Him, you are far more likely to become similar in your thought patterns. It you
hang out with people who love God and enjoy living for Him, that lifestyle is going to be far easier for
you. The children of Seth began to hang out (and marry) those who did not love God. Leaving Him
behind became easy for them. Should you have non-Christian friends? Sure. How else will they see the
life that is lived for Jesus? But should they become the influencing factor in your life? No. That’s a
dangerous road to walk. In our story, God’s wrath is about to pour out upon His beautiful creation
because of just such a decision.
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Ark – Genesis 6:9-22
9

These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with
God. 10And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 11Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the
earth was filled with violence. 12And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their
way on the earth. 13And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled
with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14Make yourself an ark of gopher wood.
Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. 15This is how you are to make it: the length of the
ark 300 cubits, its breadth 50 cubits, and its height 30 cubits. 16Make a roof for the ark, and finish it to a cubit
above, and set the door of the ark in its side. Make it with lower, second, and third decks. 17For behold, I will bring
a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life under heaven. Everything that is
on the earth shall die. 18But I will establish my covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons,
your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 19And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort
into the ark to keep them alive with you. They shall be male and female. 20Of the birds according to their kinds,
and of the animals according to their kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground, according to its kind, two of
every sort shall come in to you to keep them alive. 21Also take with you every sort of food that is eaten, and store
it up. It shall serve as food for you and for them.”
22
Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.

While this story takes place a long time after the creation of all things, it is shocking that God should
choose to destroy it all with the exception of 8 people and the animals. We are witnessing the broken
heart of God. The text tells us that God is disgusted with the violence that has taken over His creation,
but not surprised. God most certainly knew this day was coming. That doesn’t mean His heart isn’t
broken over the choices of mankind.
He is going to take drastic measures. The earth and all of its inhabitants are about to be destroyed by a
flood. We tend to focus upon the wrath of God being poured out upon the creation when reading this
story. It must be noted though, that as always God’s mercy if first displayed. He is grieved and will act
out of His righteousness. But instead of a lightning strike of anger, God first sets up Noah to build the
ark. This boat will spare the lives of anyone or anything that enters. It takes Noah 120 years to build the
ark and during that time, anyone who sees him at work and hears his story has time to turn back to
God. There is given to mankind the opportunity for repentance. Anyone who heeds Noah’s cautionary
words can be saved.
This story again points to the fact that God gives us so many chances. His bottom line goal is that we
are saved. We must keep this in mind as we plod through the days. When God is seen as He truly is –
merciful and willing to extend grace to us, we know Him well. But He does not turn a blind eye to sin.
His wrath did finally fall down upon the earth and He dealt with the fact that it was “filled with violence.”
There will come a point when this time of mercy will end, and His righteous anger must be meted out.
For us, that anger has already been expressed in the suffering and death of Jesus Christ. We need no
longer fear God’s punishment. For those who are unaccepting of His grace through the blood of Jesus,
His second coming will be like it was for those in the days of Noah. The wrath is coming, we just don’t
know when.
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Flood – Genesis 7:1-16
1

Then the Lord said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you are righteous
before me in this generation. 2Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and his mate, and a pair of
the animals that are not clean, the male and his mate, 3and seven pairs of the birds of the heavens also, male and
female, to keep their offspring alive on the face of all the earth. 4For in seven days I will send rain on the earth
forty days and forty nights, and every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.”
5
And Noah did all that the Lord had commanded him. 6Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters
came upon the earth. 7And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him went into the ark to
escape the waters of the flood. 8Of clean animals, and of animals that are not clean, and of birds, and of
everything that creeps on the ground, 9two and two, male and female, went into the ark with Noah, as God had
commanded Noah. 10And after seven days the waters of the flood came upon the earth. 11In the six hundredth
year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the
great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. 12And rain fell upon the earth forty days
and forty nights. 13On the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the
three wives of his sons with them entered the ark, 14they and every beast, according to its kind, and all the
livestock according to their kinds, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, according to its kind, and
every bird, according to its kind, every winged creature. 15They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all
flesh in which there was the breath of life. 16And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God
had commanded him. And the Lord shut him in.

There are times when you just have to look at someone quizzically and wonder why they are doing
what they are doing. That had to have been the stance of Noah’s neighbors. They simply could not
figure out why this guy was building this huge boat in his back yard. By huge – think 1½ football fields
long. And he worked on it for over 100 years. Then one day, animals begin to arrive; animals that
perhaps you’ve never even seen before begin to arrive at Noah’s house in order to board the boat. That
would certainly get your attention.
We always consider this Noah’s story. But once again, it is not a story about a man. It is a story about
the actions of a holy, perfect, and powerful God. The instructions that Noah received from God as to
how to build the boat are detailed and specific. Who was to inhabit the boat was outlined in detail. And
the gathering of the animals was completely miraculous. Imagine a couple of tigers, ocelots, wombats,
and elephants all arriving at your door, like they had tickets for the ride. God had the entire thing
orchestrated and planned out. As you might assume, I’ve read this story a few (hundred) times in my
life. The verse I had never taken note of before was verse 10. “And after seven days the waters of the
flood came upon the earth.” It took seven days to get all those creatures loaded onto the boat. Just as it
took seven days to create the whole world, so it took seven days to get the group organized. There’s
probably no deeply theological significance there, but it’s interesting. Finally, after the ark is loaded,
God closes the door. Noah may have driven the pegs into place that held the thing together, but it’s
God’s story. He is the primary actor in every scene.
We forget that on a day to day basis. We get so involved in whatever little projects or plans we’ve got
going that we just don’t take a beat to realize it’s always and forever all about God. When those
projects become burdens it is because we are taking on the God role. We are trying to orchestrate the
action. The herculean task of building an ark was possible because God made it possible. The
impossible task of rounding up every air breathing animal on the planet was completely outside of
Noah’s power, but God took care of it. Most certainly He can handle your projects for today.
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Magnificent and Terrible Power – Genesis 7:17-24
17

The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore up the ark, and it rose high above
the earth. 18The waters prevailed and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the face of the waters.
19
And the waters prevailed so mightily on the earth that all the high mountains under the whole heaven were
covered. 20The waters prevailed above the mountains, covering them fifteen cubits deep. 21And all flesh died that
moved on the earth, birds, livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on the earth, and all mankind.
22
Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was the breath of life died. 23He blotted out every living thing that
was on the face of the ground, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted
out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with him in the ark. 24And the waters prevailed on the
earth 150 days.

This morning I woke up to the sound of thunder and rain. It’s a great sound for me. It makes me
wonder at the beauty of God’s creation that is sustained by something as beautiful as rain. But then I
watched the news and learned that several people were without power and that there were trees down
all over the area. It was a hard rain and there were high winds. The power of one little and fairly short
storm effected lives.
There is simply no way to wrap our minds around the devastation that a global flood would bring. We
are stunned into shocked silence when faced with storm damage that hits only one town or area. Just
imagine the entire globe destroyed in one event. Noah and his family ride out this terrifying event in
the ark surrounded by hundreds of animals. That boat was their home and their lifeline for the better
part of a year. They have no idea what is truly happening outside of the ark, except to know that those
who weren’t in the ark with them perished. It would have been a tough 6 (or so) months. What these
verses remind us of is that God is not to be trifled with at any time. He expressed His displeasure, but
the people didn’t care. He gave them a chance to repent, but the people didn’t care. He told them of
the coming judgment and disaster, but the people didn’t care. Not taking God seriously is always going
to end badly.
There are some who believe the concept of a global flood is myth. There’s an example of not taking
God seriously. If He was able to create this planet in 7 days, there’s no reason to believe He couldn’t
bring about a flood that would destroy it as well. The archeological evidence would support such an
event. This same God who is able to bring about such an event was also able to send His Son to deal
with the debt of sin in our lives. He takes our sin seriously enough to have shed His own blood for that
sin. God’s judgments are righteous, and His mercy is perfect. We do well to take that seriously.
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Fresh Start – Genesis 8:1-13
1

But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the ark. And God made
a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. 2The fountains of the deep and the windows of the heavens
were closed, the rain from the heavens was restrained, 3and the waters receded from the earth continually. At the
end of 150 days the waters had abated, 4and in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark
came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 5And the waters continued to abate until the tenth month; in the tenth
month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen. 6At the end of forty days Noah opened
the window of the ark that he had made 7and sent forth a raven. It went to and fro until the waters were dried up
from the earth. 8Then he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the
ground. 9But the dove found no place to set her foot, and she returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still
on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her and brought her into the ark with him.
10
He waited another seven days, and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. 11And the dove came back to him
in the evening, and behold, in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had
subsided from the earth. 12Then he waited another seven days and sent forth the dove and she did not return to
him anymore. 13In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were
dried from off the earth. And Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and behold, the face of the
ground was dry.

For generations, people have looked for the remains of Noah’s Ark. So far, nothing definitive has been
found. There are a few interesting claims, but God hasn’t chosen to give us the ark back. If you were
Noah, and every tree on the planet had been destroyed, what might you use to build your new house?
How about that gopher wood that just carried you through the storm? One theorist speculates that the
ark was deconstructed and used for shelter. Maybe that’s why we haven’t found it yet. In the end, it
doesn’t really matter. Either you believe the story, or you don’t. The meaning of faith is that you believe
in something even when there is no tangible evidence. If we found the ark and everyone knew without
question that it was indeed the boat that saved Noah and his family along with all the animals species
in the world, we would move away from faith into knowledge. So, just like the Ark of the Covenant or
the cross of Jesus, I doubt we will ever find Noah’s Ark. We don’t need it.
Let’s discuss briefly the words “But God remembered Noah”. In no way did God forget about Noah and
his family floating around the flooded earth. The Hebrew word for “remember” isn’t quite like the
English word. For us, you remember something that has been forgotten from the past. For the Hebrew,
remember is actually a word that refers to past, present, and future – all at the same time. This this
words indicates that God was mindful of Noah during this entire event.
If Noah thought building the Ark was a huge task, now he gets to restart civilization. There are now 8
living people on the planet. It’s time for the most colossal do-over in history. He steps out onto now dry
ground and a fresh start has come.
Every day we are given numerous fresh starts. Every time we fall down, God picks us back up and we are
given yet another chance. And we’ll blow it again – and then we are given another do-over. God’s heart
isn’t toward our destruction; His heart is toward our redemption. When you hang your head in shame
today, remember that God lifts you up. The blood of Jesus gives you that do-over you need. And every
time you fail, grab that do-over and embrace your fresh start.
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God Restores – Genesis 8:14-22
14

In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth had dried out. 15Then God said to
Noah, 16“Go out from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. 17Bring out with
you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth—that they may swarm on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18So Noah went out, and his
sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him. 19Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that
moves on the earth, went out by families from the ark. 20Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and took some of
every clean animal and some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21And when the Lord
smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, “I will never again curse the ground because of man, for the
intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have
done. 22While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not
cease.”

The devastation is finally over. The calm has come, and the land has reappeared. Noah and his family
are invited out of the ark to begin again. The animals are released to go out and do what animals do –
reproduce. And God – He again chooses mercy. He promises that there will never be another global
flood. Verse 21 is clear. That mercy is not an earned mercy on the part of man (in this case Noah.) God
accepts the fact that the people He created are evil to the core. Despite that, He decides to withhold His
wrath until the end.
Noah and his family are now responsible to start again. It is their job to repopulate the earth and to
share the story of God’s greatness with their descendants. What we will find is that for the most part
while the repopulating happens the sharing doesn’t. The fall back into depravity won’t take very long.
God knows that this is what will happen, yet He makes the promise anyway. God’s mercy prevails.

Rainbows and Promises – Genesis 9:1-17
1

And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. 2The fear of you
and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything
that creeps on the ground and all the fish of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered. 3Every moving thing that
lives shall be food for you. And as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything. 4But you shall not eat flesh
with its life, that is, its blood. 5And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from every beast I will require it and
from man. From his fellow man I will require a reckoning for the life of man. 6“Whoever sheds the blood of man,
by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in his own image. 7And you, be fruitful and multiply, increase
greatly on the earth and multiply in it.” 8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“Behold, I establish my
covenant with you and your offspring after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the
livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth.
11
I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never
again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make
between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in
the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth
and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living
creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the
clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that
is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all
flesh that is on the earth.”
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Noah and his family (8 people in all) emerge from the ark prepared to do as God commands. They are
to repopulate the earth. Noah takes a moment to worship God for His grace in saving them from the
flood and God promises Noah that man will be the predominate species on the earth. All of the animals
are given to the people for food and the animals will be afraid of them, helping to keep them safe. God
also reiterates that man is precious in His sight because man was created in the image of God. Man's
blood is not to be shed, and his life is to be protected and respected.
Finally, God puts a rainbow into the heavens as a sign to Noah that He would not destroy the planet
with a global flood again. It has been few thousand years since that flood and God has been true to that
promise. We've seen floods, but nothing global. God takes care of His people. They are given food,
protection, and a promise. The fresh start has begun.
Last week I was greeted with the view of a fabulous rainbow from my deck. It was spectacular, and you
could see end to end. And I admit that when I first saw it I thought of Noah. I always do when I see a
rainbow. I am reminded of the fact that God will withhold His wrath until the second coming. I was
taught to have that thought as a child because my mom would always remind us of that promise when
we saw a rainbow as a family. It was small thing, but it stuck with me. God keeps all of His promises and
that is vital to keep in mind because He has made some fantastic promises.

Another Curse – Genesis 9:18-28
18
The sons of Noah who went forth from the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. (Ham was the father of
Canaan.) 19These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the people of the whole earth were
dispersed. 20Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he planted a vineyard. 21He drank of the wine and
became drunk and lay uncovered in his tent. 22And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his
father and told his two brothers outside. 23Then Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their
shoulders, and walked backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned
backward, and they did not see their father’s nakedness. 24When Noah awoke from his wine and knew
what his youngest son had done to him 25he said, “Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be
to his brothers.” 26 He also said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant.
27
May God enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell in the tents of Shem, and let Canaan be his servant.”
28
After the flood Noah lived 350 years. 29All the days of Noah were 950 years, and he died.
By the time we get to the end of Noah's story, things have already degenerated again. Noah was 600
years old when he exited the ark, and the story that we read today about him and his sons obviously
takes place a few years later. The grape vines have grown again to the point where they actually
produce viable grapes. It takes new grape vines at least 3 years to produce. But that means that in only
three years, Ham has become wicked. He found amusement in the drunken nakedness of his father and
thought to share that humor with his brothers. These actions show us that he had no respect for his
father and that is a sin. He also wanted to share his sin with Shem and Japheth.
23

While it may take a few years to grow grapes, evil seems ready to pounce at a moment's notice. I may
be in the midst of serving another person with good intentions and love in my heart and the very next
moment I am thinking something less than kind or listening to gossip. It is frustrating. Ham thought he
was engaging in some harmless fun and a few laughs at dad's expense. Bad idea. The motivations of his
heart are on full display and he is cursed by Noah for his disrespect. Mankind is already in trouble and
headed back into the violence that precipitated the flood in the first place. That happens to me every
day. I may start out with the best of intentions, planning to live for God and keep Him foremost in my
mind and heart. Then I get out of bed and the whole thing is ruined.
Thank You Lord God for sending Jesus! Without His love and blood, I am lost forever. Amen.

Seeds of the Future – Genesis 10:1-32
1
These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Sons were born to them after the flood.
2
The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz,
Riphath, and Togarmah. 4The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 5From these the coastland
peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language, by their clans, in their nations. 6The sons of Ham: Cush,
Egypt, Put, and Canaan. 7The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah:
Sheba and Dedan. 8Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man. 9He was a mighty hunter
before the Lord. Therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the Lord.” 10The beginning of his
kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 11From that land he went into Assyria and
built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and 12Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city. 13Egypt fathered
Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 14Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom the Philistines came), and Caphtorim.
15
Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and Heth, 16and the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites, 17the Hivites,
the Arkites, the Sinites, 18the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the clans of the Canaanites
dispersed. 19And the territory of the Canaanites extended from Sidon in the direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and
in the direction of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 20These are the sons of Ham, by their
clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations. 21To Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the elder
brother of Japheth, children were born. 22The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram. 23The sons
of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 24Arpachshad fathered Shelah; and Shelah fathered Eber. 25To Eber were born
two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided, and his brother’s name was Joktan.
26
Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 29Ophir,
Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. 30The territory in which they lived extended from Mesha in
the direction of Sephar to the hill country of the east. 31These are the sons of Shem, by their clans, their languages,
their lands, and their nations. 32These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, in their
nations, and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after the flood.
When you’re a student of the Bible, every now and then you’ll come across a chapter like this one – all
names and places. But even in these chapters we find valuable information. Placing the sons of Noah
into their historical context happens in this chapter. We learn who God chooses to use to create His
nation and where the enemies of God’s people get their start.
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Just a little extra-biblical information might be helpful. The tribes of Shem and Japheth actually merge
into one, with Shem being predominate. Shem becomes the father of the people through whom Jesus
traces His lineage back to Adam. The very interesting verses (6-20) in this chapter are the ones that tell
of the descendants of Ham. If you read the list behind his name you will find the tribes that will
eventually become the enemies of the Hebrews, such as those from Nineveh, Sodom and Gomorrah,
and Philistia. We also find listed the roots of the Canaanites who inhabited the Promised Land when the
Children of Israel arrived. The curse on Ham impacts God’s people for thousands of years. I confess
that’s rather a tough pill to swallow. But we generally raise our children to be like us – godly or godless.
Our ancient forefathers were just like us in that regard. Ham begets – us! He is the father of the
Gentiles. Wow! Good thing Jesus came to save all the lost – Jew and Gentile alike.

Containment – Genesis 11:1-9
1

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as people migrated from the east, they found
a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn
them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4Then they said, “Come, let us build
ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be
dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 5And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the
children of man had built. 6And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and
this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for
them. 7Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another’s
speech.” 8So the Lord dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city.
9
Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth. And from
there the Lord dispersed them over the face of all the earth.

When Satan tempted Adam and Eve, he used the phrase “you will be like God.” Our story for today
happens a few thousand years later and the exact same temptation is primary. The people have decided
that if they can build a tower that is high enough they will be just like God. They want to “make a name
for themselves.” Verse 5 is funny if you imagine it in your mind. Their great tower was so puny in the
eyes of our almighty and powerful God that He actually had to “come down” to see it. Verse 6 makes it
sound like God was actually concerned that they might succeed in becoming like Him. That is not the
case. It means that God knew that should they be allowed to continue together their evil ways would
increase even more. None of their evil plans would be impossible to them.
One cannot read this story without thinking of the antithesis of this event that happened in Jerusalem
after the resurrection and ascension of Christ. The Disciples were given the gift of being able to speak
languages they didn’t know when they came to the people to preach the Good News of salvation
through Jesus (Acts 2). In that moment, the Holy Spirit enables them to speak some of those languages
that God gave the people back at the Tower of Babel. A world that had been divided is now reunited to
hear of Jesus. Ravi Zacharias has commented recently that the divisions between us because of
language have become even less significant with the birth of video. A picture requires no language yet
communicates with clarity. In His mercy, God separated us so that evil would not take over completely.
But He brings us back together to hear of His grace. Every day, the Gospel goes into places it has never
been due to the work of missionary and linguists. God wants us all to know!
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Details of Jesus' Forefathers – Genesis 11:10-32
10

These are the generations of Shem. When Shem was 100 years old, he fathered Arpachshad two years after the
flood. 11 And Shem lived after he fathered Arpachshad 500 years and had other sons and daughters. 12 When
Arpachshad had lived 35 years, he fathered Shelah. 13 And Arpachshad lived after he fathered Shelah 403 years
and had other sons and daughters. 14 When Shelah had lived 30 years, he fathered Eber. 15 And Shelah lived after
he fathered Eber 403 years and had other sons and daughters. 16 When Eber had lived 34 years, he fathered Peleg.
17
And Eber lived after he fathered Peleg 430 years and had other sons and daughters. 18 When Peleg had lived 30
years, he fathered Reu. 19 And Peleg lived after he fathered Reu 209 years and had other sons and daughters.
20
When Reu had lived 32 years, he fathered Serug. 21 And Reu lived after he fathered Serug 207 years and had
other sons and daughters. 22 When Serug had lived 30 years, he fathered Nahor. 23 And Serug lived after he
fathered Nahor 200 years and had other sons and daughters. 24 When Nahor had lived 29 years, he fathered Terah.
25
And Nahor lived after he fathered Terah 119 years and had other sons and daughters. 26 When Terah had lived
70 years, he fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 27 Now these are the generations of Terah. Terah fathered Abram,
Nahor, and Haran; and Haran fathered Lot. 28 Haran died in the presence of his father Terah in the land of his
kindred, in Ur of the Chaldeans. 29 And Abram and Nahor took wives. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the
name of Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah. 30 Now Sarai was barren; she
had no child. 31 Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law,
his son Abram’s wife, and they went forth together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but
when they came to Haran, they settled there. 32 The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah died in Haran.

While the book of Genesis tells us hundreds of names and tells us how long each man lived, the story
actually only tracks to one man - Jesus Christ. While we see some information regarding the children of
Ham (the enemies of God's children) we really don't get much information at all regarding Japheth.
Then we come to Shem, the very distant grandfather of Jesus, and the details abound. If you will recall,
Eve believed she had birthed the Messiah when Cain came along. That proved not to be true, but the
people who knew The Lord were still looking for Him. With the birth of each boy, those who
remembered God's promise wondered if this could be the One.
What we see in the details of Shem's line is information regarding the first true patriarch, Abraham. His
story will take up a great deal of the next few chapters of Genesis as God sets in place the arrival of His
Son 2,000 years later. And if you pay attention to the amount of time each man is allowed to live, you
will see that humanity’s lifespan is getting shorter. God told Noah that 900 years was too long to live
with a flesh addicted to sin. By the time we get to Abram, most people are living no more than 120
years. Abraham lives to be 175. Today, we are considered to have lived a very long life if we make it to
100 and we have "modern medicine" to keep us strong.
The seeds of God's grace in sending a Messiah were planted in Adam and Eve. We are now able to see
that those seeds are taking root and the formation of God's Children has begun. Our God always had
the perfect plan and we are allowed to see it play out on the pages of His Word.
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Call – Genesis 12:1-9
1

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I
will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s
son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they
set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the land to
the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the Lord appeared
to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had
appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel
on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord. 9And
Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.

Our introduction to Abraham is simple and profound all at once. In the last chapter, we are told of
Abraham's heritage. His father, Terah, moves the family from what we now know as Iraq (close to
ancient Babylon) to Haran, which is now Turkey. While Abram is in Haran, at the age of 75, Abram has a
visit from God. This visit comes with instructions. Abram is to move his family "to the land I will show
you."
We know absolutely nothing of what Abram did or did not know of God before this rather intense
introduction. God simply comes to him and says, "move your family to the land I will show You." The
remarkable thing is that Abram does it. When he gets there, the land is filled with the descendants of
Ham, known as the Canaanites. He moves on through Canaan to the land of Shechem and then on to
the Negev. God calls, and Abram obeys. For me, the simplicity of it makes it profound.
When God calls us into action, are we that quick to obey? Personally, no. Far too often I demand more
information from God so that I can make my decision as to whether or not I am going to obey. I admire
Abram's obedient spirit. What I think we need to see here is that Abram is not special. He doesn't have
a great faith (that is reported anyway) and no real working relationship with God. But God had to start
somewhere and He chose Abram. What Abram brought to the page was a willingness to listen and
obey. That's impressive.

Ooops! – Genesis 12:10-20
10
Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine
was severe in the land. 11 When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, “I know that you
are a woman beautiful in appearance, 12 and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’
Then they will kill me, but they will let you live. 13 Say you are my sister, that it may go well with me
because of you, and that my life may be spared for your sake.” 14 When Abram entered Egypt, the
Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful 15 And when the princes of Pharaoh saw her, they
praised her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house. 16 And for her sake he dealt
well with Abram; and he had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male servants, female servants, female
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donkeys, and camels. 17 But the Lord afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of
Sarai, Abram’s wife. 18 So Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me? Why did
you not tell me that she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her for my
wife? Now then, here is your wife; take her, and go.” 20 And Pharaoh gave men orders concerning him,
and they sent him away with his wife and all that he had.
There is just so much about this story that is troubling. Our initial feeling is one of disappointment. Why
would Abram, who has been obedient enough to take his entire family off on this big sojourn into the
Promised Land just because God said "go", suddenly take matters into his own hands and try to take
care of what he perceived to be a problem? Our sensibilities are assaulted because it looks like he
throws Sarai under the bus - and he did! Fortunately for Sarai, God was looking out for her even when
Abram wasn't.
We know very little of Sarai's time in Pharaoh's house. She was probably placed into the harem for a
time of pampering and preparation. Indeed, she was destined for Pharaoh's bed, but it would appear
God rescues her before that happens. God afflicts the Egyptians with a plague, which in and of itself
probably causes Pharaoh to wait for a sexual dalliance with Sarai. That plague also alerts Pharaoh to the
fact that there is a problem and he must address it. Pharaoh behaves honorably, while Abram does not.
Abram does not defend his introduction of Sarai as his sister (which in fact, she was - a half-sister)
rather than as his wife. He remains silent, which was a form of admission. Pharaoh sends Abram away
with Sarai intact and the story moves on.
When we set about to solve our problems on our own instead of relying upon God, we enter dangerous
waters. But Abram's relationship with God is new. Abram is just beginning to learn about God and how
He can take care of His children. As the relationship grows, Abram will continue to make mistakes (one
of them epic) but he will also continue to learn of God and how to trust Him. The fact that our
relationship with God grows over our lifetime is utterly fantastic. That means that my relationship with
God always has room to grow. There is always more that I can know about Him and a deeper level of
trust that can be reached. I am grateful for the dynamic aspect of my life with Him!

The Promise of Future Generations – Genesis 13:1-18
1

So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the Negeb.
Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 3 And he journeyed on from the Negeb as far as
Bethel to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 4 to the place where he had
made an altar at the first. And there Abram called upon the name of the Lord. 5 And Lot, who went with Abram,
also had flocks and herds and tents, 6 so that the land could not support both of them dwelling together; for their
possessions were so great that they could not dwell together, 7 and there was strife between the herdsmen of
Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. At that time the Canaanites and the Perizzites were
dwelling in the land. 8 Then Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you and me, and between your
herdsmen and my herdsmen, for we are kinsmen. 9 Is not the whole land before you? Separate yourself from me. If
you take the left hand, then I will go to the right, or if you take the right hand, then I will go to the left.” 10 And Lot
lifted up his eyes and saw that the Jordan Valley was well watered everywhere like the garden of the Lord, like the
2
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land of Egypt, in the direction of Zoar. (This was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11 So Lot chose
for himself all the Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. Thus they separated from each other. 12 Abram settled in
the land of Canaan, while Lot settled among the cities of the valley and moved his tent as far as Sodom. 13 Now
the men of Sodom were wicked, great sinners against the Lord. 14 The Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated
from him, “Lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and
westward, 15 for all the land that you see I will give to you and to your offspring forever. 16 I will make your
offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring also can be
counted. 17 Arise, walk through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.” 18 So Abram moved
his tent and came and settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are at Hebron, and there he built an altar to the Lord.

Abram has gathered up his wife and left Egypt after behaving in a less than honorable way with Sarai
and Pharaoh. Now he heads back into the Promised Land prepared to settle where God has called him.
No sooner does he get to Canaan when he and his nephew Lot realize that the land cannot adequately
support both of their very large camps. It is time to separate. Abram gives Lot first choice and Lot
chooses the better looking land, heading south and east toward Sodom and Gomorrah. God's hand of
protection and guidance continues over Abram.
God's voice also continues for Abram, confirming for him that he has been chosen by God for great
things. Now God gives Abram some details. He will be the father of a great nation - the largest and
most populated in the world. That great nation includes us - the followers of Jesus. Thirty years ago,
when I used to lead children in worship, we sang a song called "Father Abraham". I kind of shudder now
to even think of it. It is a true children's song, with actions and is highly repetitive. But it does give the
message that all believers are descendants of Abraham. We are the fulfillment of that promise God
made to this tribal ruler 4,000 years ago in what was then the Land of Canaan. We are completely
connected to Abram in that conversation with God about who would come after him.
It is important that we see ourselves in the pages of Genesis. We are a part of the story which is why we
need to read and study these passages. In them we find that God has always had a plan for us
personally. His character continues to be revealed and we learn that His love extended out to us
millennia ago. God is perfect in His love and the execution of His plan.

Rescue -- Genesis 14:1-16
1

In the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of
Goiim, 2 these kings made war with Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah,
Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3 And all these joined forces in the Valley of Siddim
(that is, the Salt Sea). 4 Twelve years they had served Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 5 In
the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him came and defeated the Rephaim in
Ashteroth-karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6 and the Horites in their hill country of Seir
as far as El-paran on the border of the wilderness. 7 Then they turned back and came to En-mishpat (that is,
Kadesh) and defeated all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who were dwelling in Hazazontamar. 8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of
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Bela (that is, Zoar) went out, and they joined battle in the Valley of Siddim 9 with Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal
king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar, four kings against five. 10 Now the Valley of
Siddim was full of bitumen pits, and as the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some fell into them, and the rest
fled to the hill country. 11 So the enemy took all the possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their provisions,
and went their way. 12 They also took Lot, the son of Abram’s brother, who was dwelling in Sodom, and his
possessions, and went their way. 13 Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, who was living
by the oaks of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and of Aner. These were allies of Abram. 14 When Abram
heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he led forth his trained men, born in his house, 318 of them, and
went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 And he divided his forces against them by night, he and his servants, and defeated
them and pursued them to Hobah, north of Damascus. 16 Then he brought back all the possessions, and also
brought back his kinsman Lot with his possessions, and the women and the people.

When our daughters were teenagers we had the standard agreement with them regarding driving,
night time, dating . . . if they were in trouble and needed our help they could call at any time and we
would come and rescue them without yelling or being crazy. Only once was that arrangement tested.
One night in February, after having driven to the Sadie's dance, Hannah was taking her friends home.
One of her friends lived about 30 minutes from our house (which she did not know before agreeing to
take him home). He lived in the country and on a gravel driveway that was covered with ice. As she was
attempting to get out of the driveway, she got the van stuck in the mud and ice. So, she called us. It was
2:30am on a Saturday night. We got up, got dressed and drove to this kid's house. While her dad got
the van "unstuck" she got in the car with me and we headed home. Much to her surprise, there was no
yelling or recrimination. She even asked, "am I in trouble." But she needed our help and we were happy
to provide it. We were a little tired in church a couple of hours later, but that was minor compared to
her safety.
In our reading for today, we find that Lot has not chosen the "better" land in which to settle his family.
He finds himself right in the middle of a tribal war. He and his family are carted off by foreigners.
Abram, seeing that his nephew was in trouble launches into action and rescues his family from the
foreign kings. We learn something of the character of Abram. He's willing to risk his life and the lives of
his men to take care of a difficult situation. He provides rescue because that is what he is supposed to
do. God has chosen this leader well. Abram is made of brave and resourceful stuff. So Abram was willing
to behave dishonorably with Sarai, but he steps up for Lot. The work of character development and
spiritual maturity takes time and experience. If that was true of Abram, it is certainly true for us.

Melchizedek – Genesis 14:17-24
17

After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out
to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley). 18And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out
bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) 19And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God
Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into
your hand!” And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 21And the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the
persons, but take the goods for yourself.” 22But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted my hand to the
Lord, God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth, 23that I would not take a thread or a sandal strap or anything
that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ 24I will take nothing but what the young men have
eaten, and the share of the men who went with me. Let Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre take their share.”
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Today we discuss a rather mysterious and somewhat pivotal event in the life of Abram. How you see
this passage can rank anywhere between “not much here” to “this is truly profound.” Where you land in
your understanding of Abram’s meeting with Melchizedek is between you and the Holy Spirit. With a
great willingness to allow the Bible to be mysterious in places, I will tell you my opinion – but that’s all it
is and it is worth exactly what you’re paying for it!
No reading of this passage is complete without also reading Hebrew 7. Let me say at this point – it’s not
easy. Hebrews still remains one of the most difficult books of the Bible for me to wrap my head around.
But Hebrews 7 is quite helpful when reading Genesis 14 because they discuss the same guy –
Melchizedek.
Melchizedek springs up rather unexpectedly in the story just as Abram is wrapping up his battle to
retrieve Lot and his family from the 5 kings who swept them away. Abram has achieved his goal and is
heading home when Melchizedek shows up. Melchizedek is called the King of Salem (which later
becomes JeruSALEM) . He is also called “priest of God Most High.” We have no idea where this guy
comes from or why he has these titles. But he brings bread and wine to refresh the people, glorifies the
Living God and receives a tithe from Abram. And then he is never mentioned again until the book of
Hebrews where the writer to the Hebrews declares Jesus to be a Priest in the order of Melchizedek. It is
also interesting to note that Melchizedek is the first to be called a priest. It is not until the book of
Exodus where God sets up the priesthood from the tribe of Levi that we see someone with that title.
Jesus and Melchizedek are the only legitimates priests in the Bible who were not from the tribe of Levi.
(There were others who called themselves “priest” who were not Levites after the kingdom split – but
that’s another study.) In Hebrews, Jesus is called a priest in the order of Melchizedek because neither of
them were Levites and yet still priests of the Most High God. While not all theologians agree with me, I
believe they were one in the same. Melchizedek was a theophany – Jesus come to earth during the Old
Testament in human form to interact with His people; also known as a pre-incarnate Christ. We have
other instances of this happening throughout the Old Testament – again, another study. If you want to
extend an already long study, look up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the fiery furnace, Abraham
and the Angel discussing Sodom and Gomorrah, Jacob wrestling the Angel of the Lord on the river
bank. . . and there are several more.
Jesus has always been a part of the lives of His people – always. In the next chapter of Genesis, we are
told of the epic covenant that God makes with Abram. This visit with Melchizedek is just the opening
salvo in that whole story. God’s involvement with us is personal and constant. What more do we need?
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Righteousness Imparted – Genesis 15:1-6
1
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your
reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will You give me, for I continue childless, and the
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Behold, You have given me no offspring, and a
member of my household will be my heir.” 4And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be
your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5And He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and
number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then He said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6And he
believed the Lord, and He counted it to him as righteousness.
I’ve got a good friend who truly wants God to speak to him audibly, just like He did for the people in
the Old Testament. In truth, if that ever happened, I think this guy would be completely undone – but
that’s another story. In our reading for today we have recorded another conversation between Abram
and God. This appears to be a fairly regular occurrence in the life of Abram. Earlier, God promised
Abram that he would be the father of a great nation. At this point, Abram is not a young man. He’s
looking at God and saying, “Hey, no kids have happened in my marriage to Sarai. Your promise isn’t
going to hold up!” (That’s my translation – you see now why I haven’t been hired to create the CBT –
Carolyn’s Bible Translation.) At that time when a man died without heirs all of his property went to the
head of his household staff. In this case, it’s a man named Eliezer. Abram’s having a hard time with the
concept that his “heir” would be this servant. God has to come along and remind Abram of His original
promise and reiterate that it was still going to happen. Abram becomes aware of the fact that however
God works this out will be truly miraculous.
The last verse of the passage is where the meat lies. “And he believed the Lord, and He counted it to
him as righteousness.” This verse shines a light on what is going on inside of Abram’s heart. His faith is
growing. He is learning how to trust God’s promises. Learning how to trust in those promises is at the
center of what it means to have faith. Because of his trust, God calls Abram righteous. Has Abram done
anything to earn that description? Absolutely nothing. He has only believed what appears to be an
impossible thing – children in his old age. God is the One who declares Abram righteous. It is only God
who has the power and holiness to do that. This principle follows us right up to today. Did we do
anything to earn the righteousness bought for us with the blood of Jesus? Absolutely nothing. Belief in
that saving work causes God to declare us righteous as well. It is always and only God who can do that.
I love the fact that Abram’s story is long. We get to watch his faith develop along the way. God doesn’t
pluck him out of the desert with a fully formed and mature faith. It grows and deepens along the way.
None of us has fully arrived yet on this side of death. We will continue to be a work in progress until we
die. We are just at the beginning of Abram’s story and there is still much to come. For now, he trusts the
promises that have been made to him and God calls it faith. For now, we trust that Jesus died because
of our sins, granting us forgiveness as only He is able to do. And God calls us righteous.
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We Just Sign a Piece of Paper – Genesis 15:7-21
7
And he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to
possess.” 8But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” 9He said to him, “Bring me a heifer
three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10And he
brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in
half. 11And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 12As the sun was going
down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. 13Then the Lord said to
Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants
there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve,
and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you
shall be buried in a good old age. 16And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the
Amorites is not yet complete.” 17When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a
flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your
offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, 19the land of the Kenites,
the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21the Amorites, the Canaanites, the
Girgashites and the Jebusites.”
Cliff and I have only purchased one house together during our marriage. Sixteen years ago, we moved
from the parsonage into a condo. When it came time to close on the house, we went to a special place
and had to sign a whole stack of papers. We were entered into a serious contract with the money
lenders. During the last few years in America, the housing market has crashed out and we have
witnessed thousands of people who walked away from the commitment they made when they signed
all those papers. They lost their jobs or faced other reversals that kept them from fulfilling their
promises to the money lenders. The contracts were broken. Other than not having that house anymore,
I’m not sure if there are further consequences for breaking the loan agreement. I can only assume there
are. In our reading for today, we find Abram and God committing to a contract or a covenant. This is
another one of those pivotal moments in Abram’s relationship with God.
At that time, when two parties wanted to enter into a contract or
covenant, they would participate in the ritual in which God
engages Abram. The animals listed in the text are brought
together, with the larger animals being cut in half. The halves are
places across from one another, creating a “river” of blood
between the two sides. The two parties of the covenant would
then walk through the blood. This would signify that they were
committed to the terms of the agreement and were willing to
have their own blood shed should they break the agreement.
This practice would not have been foreign to Abram and he
understood the importance of the promise he expected to make. But if you read the account carefully,
you will see that Abram never has to make the walk through the blood. He is put into a deep sleep by
God and God alone makes the pass through the blood in the form of fire and smoke. God’s grace once
again becomes evident. He does not ask Abram to make a promise that he cannot keep. God is the One
who makes the promise and God is the One who will keep both sides of the covenant. God is the giver
and Abram is the recipient on every level. Jesus arrives a few thousand years later and allows His blood
to be shed because the covenant was indeed broken – by Abram’s descendants. So while the covenant
of obedience is broken by us every day, the blood price is paid by Jesus.
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On a side note, this is covenant is very similar to the covenant formed between God and Moses on Mt.
Sinai in many ways. God passes before the people in fire and smoke. He makes a covenant with Moses
(and so the people) and yet is the One who keeps both sides of the agreement, since we are unable to
keep up our side of the deal. While God has made this incredible promise to Abram, we will see in the
very next chapter how Abram creates a massive problem by trying to take things into his own hands.
The stories never change, just the name of the characters. (Feel free to insert your name into any of thse
situations.)

Into My Hands – Genesis 16:1-16
1
Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar.
2
And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the Lord has prevented me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it
may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 3So, after Abram had lived ten
years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram her
husband as a wife. 4And he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she
looked with contempt on her mistress. 5And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave
my servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May
the Lord judge between you and me!” 6But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her
as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her. 7The angel of the Lord found her by a
spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur. 8And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have
you come from and where are you going?” She said, “I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai.” 9The angel of the Lord
said to her, “Return to your mistress and submit to her.” 10The angel of the Lord also said to her, “I will surely
multiply your offspring so that they cannot be numbered for multitude.” 11And the angel of the Lord said to her,
“Behold, you are pregnant and shall bear a son. You shall call his name Ishmael, because the Lord has listened to
your affliction. 12He shall be a wild donkey of a man, his hand against everyone and everyone’s hand against him,
and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.” 13So she called the name of the Lord who spoke to her, “You are a
God of seeing,” for she said, “Truly here I have seen him who looks after me.” 14Therefore the well was called Beerlahai-roi; it lies between Kadesh and Bered. 15And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of his son,
whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 16Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.
It was exactly 24 summers ago that I took a very serious situation into my own hands. I had a white
“thing” (turned out to be cancer) on the side of my tongue that had been created by a rough molar. It
didn’t hurt (usually) and I wasn’t terribly concerned about it. But it didn’t look right so I started trying
different things to make it go away. The first thing I tried was putting vitamin E directly onto it. That
didn’t work. Long story short, nothing I tried made it go away. My dentist finally told me I could go and
get it taken care of or I could die. If I had continued utilizing my own resources to fix my problem, you
wouldn’t be reading this blog today, as I wouldn’t be here to write it.
Today’s reading gives us an absolutely perfect example of what life looks like when we try to handle our
own problems. Sarai knows of the promise of God to Abram that he would father a great nation. And
yet she is old and well past child bearing age. So, she sets about the task of solving her problem. She
gives her maid, Hagar to Abram in order to create a child. Sarai makes the first mistake and Abram
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makes the second. He could have / should have said, “No. We will trust in God fulfill His promise.” But
instead, he sees a willing young woman and goes for it. The result of that decision is the child Ishmael.
Ishmael, as a descendent of Abram also falls under the promise of a great nation and becomes the
father of what is today known as the Muslim world. In the Koran, Ishmael is seen as the fulfillment of
God’s promise to Abram, with Mohammad tracing the line of promise back to him. As we stand this
very day on the brink of yet another war in the Middle East (with Syria) we can see the prophecy about
Ishmael being fulfilled yet again.
The application here is obvious. When we take God’s plan and run ahead of Him, we are acting foolishly
indeed. And yet we do it all the time. The “it’s okay God, I’ve got this” attitude will land us in a world of
pain every time. Sarai thought she was solving a problem when in reality she was creating a bigger one.
We don’t have the luxury of God’s future knowledge. We don’t have the power and resources of God.
The one thing we can most certainly possess is a trust that He has everything firmly under control and
we can trust that implicitly. Perhaps that knowledge will stall our actions the next time we decide to
“help” God.

Circumcision – Genesis 17:1-27
1
When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk
before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.”
3
Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father
of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I
have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into
nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring
after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after
you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for
an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.” 9 And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my
covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which you shall
keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 11 You shall
be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 He who
is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your
house or bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 13 both he who is born in your
house and he who is bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh
an everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut
off from his people; he has broken my covenant.” 15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall
not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I
will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 17 Then Abraham fell on his
face and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who
is ninety years old, bear a child?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before you!” 19 God
said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish my covenant
with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him. 20 As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have
blessed him and will make him fruitful and multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve princes, and I will make him
into a great nation. 21 But I will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this time next
year.”
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When he had finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham. 23 Then Abraham took Ishmael his son and
all those born in his house or bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham’s house, and he
circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that very day, as God had said to him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine years
old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he
was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26 That very day Abraham and his son Ishmael were circumcised. 27 And
all the men of his house, those born in the house and those bought with money from a foreigner, were
circumcised with him.

God has been dealing with Abram for over 20 years by this point in our story. He is almost 100 years old
and Sarai is 90. God still continues to reiterate the promise that the two of them would have a child.
God could have easily granted them a child 25 years earlier and it still would have been a miracle. But
still He waits. This is God’s plan, God’s action, and God’s timing. The center of the text lies in the words
“I will”, spoken by God. Notice God says “I will” at least 13 times. This is HIS story.
Abram’s name (meaning exalted father) is now changed by God to Abraham (father of many). Sarai’s
name is changed to Sarah. (As near as I can tell, Sarai means leader and Sarah means princess.) God
changes their names to help them see that this is a new page. They stand on the brink of parenthood
and will birth a nation for Him. God also instructs Abraham to circumcise all of the males of his
household. This permanent mark sets Abraham’s family apart from the rest of the people around them.
They are God’s chosen people. (The women fell under the protection of the men and thus also fell
under the man’s circumcision.) Today, we are baptized into God’s family. That mark sets us apart as
members of God’s family in the same way.
While all of the actions in Abraham’s life with God so far have taken well of 20 years, God is clearly
moving forward with His plan. So often we look at God and declare that He is doing nothing because
He isn’t operating the way we want Him to, which generally means He isn’t doing it our way or right
now. In this chapter of Genesis we see that God is still and always firmly in control and the beauty of His
plan cannot be disputed.

So She Laughed – Genesis 18:1-15
1
And the Lord appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the heat of the day. 2He
lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him. When he saw them, he ran
from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3and said, “O Lord, if I have found favor in your
sight, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the
tree, 5while I bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you
have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah
and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 7And Abraham ran to the herd and took a
calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. 8Then he took curds and milk and the
calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 9They said
to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the tent.” 10The Lord said, “I will surely return to you
about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind
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him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. 12So
Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13The Lord said to
Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 14Is anything too hard for
the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, about this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15But
Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but you did laugh.”

If you will recall, previously I mentioned the time when Cliff and I signed the contract so that we could
purchase our condo. Truly, it was something I thought would never happen in our lives together. We
had lived in a parsonage for over 20 years of marriage and home ownership did not seem to be a part
of who we were as a couple. I still remember the Board of Directors meeting where it was decided we
were going to call an additional pastor. They looked at us and said that we could continue to live in the
parsonage or we could go and buy our own home, whichever we wanted to do. I was shocked and
amazed as we took the option to allow the associate pastor to have the parsonage. We were going to
become homeowners! When we walked through the door of the condo we now live in the very first
time, I had to hold back tears. (Tears are not a good bargaining tool when negotiating the price of a
home.) I knew that I was home. It was my house. I wanted all the other people who were there to look
at it during the open house to leave. They had no reason to be in my home. (I know – weird.) That day,
God gave me a verse to seal the deal, for I was having trouble believing it was all actually happening to
me. “Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the

power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21. The builder gave us the keys to the place after we had signed
a purchase agreement. (I know that’s not how it’s done, but he didn’t care about waiting until the
closing.) I went over there every day and thanked God for this incredible gift. I just sat in that empty
condo and prayed. And I laughed – a lot.

Abraham and Sarah had been promised a child; something they believed they would never have. They
had even taken the matter into their own hands, creating a hateful servant in Hagar and an illegitimate
child named Ishmael. But now God was ready to follow through on His promise to make of them a
mighty nation. And what does Sarah do – she laughs. You can interpret that laugh in a few different
ways. It could have been a chuckle of disbelief. But it could also have been a laugh of joy and
wonderment. Whichever it was, The Lord calls her out on it. (And when the baby actually arrives, he is
given the name Isaac, which means “laughs”.)
This is really quite a story. God appears to Abraham, along with a couple of angels (I guess – there is
some debate about that). Abraham apparently already knows that he is in God’s presence and behaves
as a gracious host, calling for a feast to be prepared. The visit must have been a long one, as they had
the time to prepare an entire calf. I don’t know about cooking practices back then, but it would take me
several hours to pull a roast and fresh bread together. It was long enough for The LORD to reiterate His
promise of a child. And this time, He’s sharing a timeline; something He had not done to this point. The
child would be born within a year! What Sarah had longed to have for 90 years is about to happen.
Nothing is impossible for the God who loves us. Absolutely nothing. Sarah didn’t need a team of
doctors to help her get pregnant. God had a plan and God worked it out; the end result being
something far greater than anything Sarah or Abraham could have imagined.
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Approachable God – Genesis 18:16-33
16
Then the men set out from there, and they looked down toward Sodom. And Abraham went with them to set
them on their way. 17The Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 18seeing that Abraham shall
surely become a great and mighty nation and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19For I have
chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing
righteousness and justice, so that the Lord may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.” 20Then the Lord
said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, 21I will go down to see
whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.” 22So the
men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the Lord. 23Then Abraham drew
near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty righteous
within the city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25Far be it
from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the
wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26And the Lord said, “If I find at
Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” 27Abraham answered and said,
“Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty righteous
are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five
there.” 29Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I
will not do it.” 30Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He
answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord.
Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32Then he said, “Oh
let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For
the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 33And the Lord went his way, when he had finished speaking to Abraham and
Abraham returned to his place.
I’ve said this many time before and I’ll say it over and over again – I love to study the Old Testament
because on those pages we learn of God’s character, love, and grace as well as His holiness,
righteousness, and plan for our salvation. In the Old Testament we learn of His justice, His love, His
mercy, and His ways. There is no greater tool for learning such things. In our reading for today, we also
learn about Abraham. He has the temerity to stand before God – in an actual conversation – and seek
mercy for Sodom and Gomorrah. It’s a fantastic event in the life of Abraham and an incredibly
enlightening look at the God we love.
After playing host to The Lord and the two angels, Abraham sends them on their way. Before He leaves,
God takes a moment to show Abraham that He respects the relationship that He has forged between
them. He chooses to tell Abraham of His plans for the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Those two cities
(located very close to one another) were the Las Vegas of the area. They were known for sexual orgies,
intense parties, and anything wild you can imagine people doing. In fact, Las Vegas is probably
incredibly tame by comparison. As God looks upon these cities, they ignite His wrath. Because He can
stand it no longer, He has decided that it is time for them to be destroyed. Because Lot and his family
have chosen to live there, Abraham decides to play upon God’s mercy, pleading for the cities to be
saved if even 10 righteous people can be found there.
The timing of these events cannot be missed. God is patiently teaching Abraham about Himself. He has
just spent time impressing upon Abraham the need for obedience and God shows Abraham the
consequences of disobedience in a very startling way through the destruction of these cities. Abraham
is just flat out bold. He actually has the courage to question God’s decision. And God doesn’t get angry
at him for asking!!! There’s the point for the day. While God’s mind isn’t changed by Abraham’s words,
He is willing to engage in conversation with Abraham about the decision. With this conversation, God is
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saying to his child, “This is who I AM, Abraham. Get to know me. I’m approachable!” We have a parent
who is never angered with us when we ask for something. We can, in fact, ask for anything. You can talk
to God about everything, anything, all things. He is and always will be infinitely approachable. This
conversation between God and Abraham is a shining example of what our own prayer lives can look
like. God knew all along how this was going to turn out, but He is so loving and gentle with His children
that He was willing to take the time to talk about it with His child. What an amazing God we live with
and love.

Frantic – Genesis 19:1-29
1
The two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he
rose to meet them and bowed himself with his face to the earth 2and said, “My lords, please turn aside to your
servant’s house and spend the night and wash your feet. Then you may rise up early and go on your way.” They
said, “No; we will spend the night in the town square.” 3But he pressed them strongly; so they turned aside to him
and entered his house. And he made them a feast and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 4But before they lay
down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young and old, all the people to the last man, surrounded the
house. 5And they called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us, that we may
know them.” 6Lot went out to the men at the entrance, shut the door after him, 7and said, “I beg you, my brothers,
do not act so wickedly. 8Behold, I have two daughters who have not known any man. Let me bring them out to
you, and do to them as you please. Only do nothing to these men, for they have come under the shelter of my
roof.” 9But they said, “Stand back!” And they said, “This fellow came to sojourn, and he has become the judge!
Now we will deal worse with you than with them.” Then they pressed hard against the man Lot, and drew near to
break the door down. 10But the men reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house with them and shut
the door. 11And they struck with blindness the men who were at the entrance of the house, both small and great,
so that they wore themselves out groping for the door. 12Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here?
Sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or anyone you have in the city, bring them out of the place. 13For we are about to
destroy this place, because the outcry against its people has become great before the Lord, and the Lord has sent
us to destroy it.” 14So Lot went out and said to his sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters, “Up! Get out of
this place, for the Lord is about to destroy the city.” But he seemed to his sons-in-law to be jesting. 15As morning
dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up! Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be
swept away in the punishment of the city.” 16But he lingered. So the men seized him and his wife and his two
daughters by the hand, the Lord being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city.
17
And as they brought them out, one said, “Escape for your life. Do not look back or stop anywhere in the valley.
Escape to the hills, lest you be swept away.” 18And Lot said to them, “Oh, no, my lords. 19Behold, your servant has
found favor in your sight, and you have shown me great kindness in saving my life. But I cannot escape to the hills,
lest the disaster overtake me and I die. 20Behold, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one. Let me
escape there—is it not a little one?—and my life will be saved!” 21He said to him, “Behold, I grant you this favor
also, that I will not overthrow the city of which you have spoken. 22Escape there quickly, for I can do nothing till
you arrive there.” Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar. 23The sun had risen on the earth when Lot came
to Zoar. 24Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the Lord out of heaven. 25And he
overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 26But
Lot’s wife, behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. 27And Abraham went early in the morning to
the place where he had stood before the Lord. 28And he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and toward
all the land of the valley, and he looked and, behold, the smoke of the land went up like the smoke of a furnace.
29
So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, God remembered Abraham and sent Lot out of the
midst of the overthrow when he overthrew the cities in which Lot had lived.
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As God already knew, there were not 10 people in the entire city of Sodom (or Gomorrah) who were not
wicked. While God would have honored His deal with Abraham to spare the cities had He found 10
righteous people, it wasn’t going to happen. In fact, Lot and his family probably couldn’t have been
listed among the righteous either, but God spares them for Abraham’s sake. Let’s look at some of the
details in this story to see where God is leading us.
1. When the angels arrive, Lot recognizes them as having come from God and he is fearful for
them. His first bit of advice – get off the streets. His main goal is to get them out of town. Lot
knows that where he lives is dangerous.
2. In verse 5, the men of the city want Lot to send his visitors out to them. The ESV says, “so that
we may know them.” That’s the biblical way of saying “have sex with them.” Sodom was known
for having a very large homosexual population.
3. Lot is so panic stricken by this violent group of men at his door he is even willing to give them
his two daughters if they will leave his guests alone. (Not Lot’s finest moment.) Just imagine the
atmosphere inside of Lot’s house and on his front porch. It sounds like utter chaos.
4. The angels are never panic stricken. They simply handle the situation. God’s warriors are not
stymied by a bunch of drunk guys looking for sex.
5. Lot’s sons-in-law (or future sons-in-law) don’t believe that disaster is coming and lose their
opportunity to be saved. They scoff and then they
die.
6. Lot, his wife, and his two daughters run for their
lives. The one and only caveat they are given is
“don’t look back.” Lot’s wife doesn’t listen to that
advice to her own demise. She looks back and
becomes a pillar of salt. The movies have depicted
her as simply glancing back as she ran. In all
likelihood, she stopped running and stood there
watching the destruction. Bad idea.
7. The ruins of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah have
been lost. We aren’t completely certain where they
are. When God destroys something – it’s gone.
Located on the plains where it is believed the cities
stood are pillars of salt, this picture being one of the
most famous. Is that Lot’s wife? Only God knows the
answer to that.
The description of this entire scene seems fraught with frantic chaos. When destruction comes, it scares
us to death. No where do we see Lot and his family turning to the Lord. They are simply panicked and
run. It’s a tragic story. When God comes in wrath rather than mercy all you can do is run and even that
doesn’t work. Had God not protected Lot and his family, they would have died too. For those who
believe, you don’t have to run away, for you have the Lord to run toward. When panic comes, where do
you run?
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Do the Ends Justify the Means? – Genesis 19:30-38
30
Now Lot went up out of Zoar and lived in the hills with his two daughters, for he was afraid to live in Zoar. So he
lived in a cave with his two daughters. 31And the firstborn said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is not a
man on earth to come in to us after the manner of all the earth. 32Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we
will lie with him, that we may preserve offspring from our father.” 33So they made their father drink wine that
night. And the firstborn went in and lay with her father. He did not know when she lay down or when she arose.
34
The next day, the firstborn said to the younger, “Behold, I lay last night with my father. Let us make him drink
wine tonight also. Then you go in and lie with him, that we may preserve offspring from our father.” 35So they
made their father drink wine that night also. And the younger arose and lay with him, and he did not know when
she lay down or when she arose. 36Thus both the daughters of Lot became pregnant by their father. 37The firstborn
bore a son and called his name Moab. He is the father of the Moabites to this day. 38The younger also bore a son
and called his name Ben-ammi. He is the father of the Ammonites to this day.
You have to admit, when God moved the biblical writers to chronicle His story, He didn’t hold anything
back. What we have is an unflinchingly honest look at the lives of those who played a part in God’s
story. Those of us who teach the Bible know these stories are in there – but looking at them closely is
difficult. So – what can we take from this portion of Scripture?
Lot and his daughters are the only survivors of Sodom and Gomorrah. They literally escape with the
clothes on their backs and nothing more. All of their friends are gone, and they are hiding out in a cave
outside of Zoar. They have been spared for one reason – Abraham’s intercession. Without that, they
would have perished with the rest of the wicked people. Nowhere in the text do we see them crying out
to God, so there probably wasn’t much of a working relationship with Him. Instead they choose to solve
their own problems. Lot’s daughters were a product of the environment in which they grew up and so
they believed that having sex with your father isn’t all that bad. It serves the purpose of continuing the
family line. Sexually immoral actions were a part of their culture. I doubt if they gave it a second
thought (although they did know Lot wouldn’t approve as he had to be drunk). It’s just a seamy scene.
These two girls don’t even examine the situation and realize that this type of activity is exactly what
caused God to bring destruction to Sodom and Gomorrah.
The old cliché says, “The ends justify the means.” That thought was exactly what Lot’s daughters were
operating under when they devised this plan. Not surprisingly, the two nations they birthed were both a
blessing and a curse to the Hebrews as their story continues. We’ll take that up later in our study of
Genesis. Just remember where the Moabites and the Ammonites come from as Genesis unfolds. In
truth, the ends do not justify the means. Great wickedness is born when we devise our own plans to
solve our problems. We have seen that as Sarah and Abraham involve Hagar in providing a child for
them and now in Lot’s daughters as they panic about their future prospects. When calling out to God
isn’t the first thought you have in a problem situation, you’re probably going to come up with
something that will create nothing but pain for you later. His plans are always unexpected and amazing,
bringing us exactly what we need when we need it. Our shining example of that lies in Jesus Christ who
came at the perfect time and brought about our salvation. Interestingly, God didn’t ask a single one of
us to help Him out with that. Guess I’ll let my plans go.

41

Assumptions (or Ooops Again!) – Genesis 20:1-17
1
From there Abraham journeyed toward the territory of the Negeb and lived between Kadesh and Shur; and he
sojourned in Gerar. 2And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” And Abimelech king of Gerar sent and
took Sarah. 3But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night and said to him, “Behold, you are a dead man
because of the woman whom you have taken, for she is a man’s wife.” 4Now Abimelech had not approached her.
So he said, “Lord, will you kill an innocent people? 5Did he not himself say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she
herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of my heart and the innocence of my hands I have done this.”
6
Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know that you have done this in the integrity of your heart, and it was I
who kept you from sinning against me. Therefore I did not let you touch her. 7Now then, return the man’s wife, for
he is a prophet, so that he will pray for you, and you shall live. But if you do not return her, know that you shall
surely die, you and all who are yours.” 8So Abimelech rose early in the morning and called all his servants and told
them all these things. And the men were very much afraid. 9Then Abimelech called Abraham and said to him,
“What have you done to us? And how have I sinned against you that you have brought on me and my kingdom a
great sin? You have done to me things that ought not to be done.” 10And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What did
you see that you did this thing?” 11Abraham said, “I did it because I thought, ‘There is no fear of God at all in this
place, and they will kill me because of my wife.’ 12Besides, she is indeed my sister, the daughter of my father
though not the daughter of my mother, and she became my wife. 13And when God caused me to wander from my
father’s house, I said to her, ‘This is the kindness you must do me: at every place to which we come, say of me, “He
is my brother.” ’ ” 14Then Abimelech took sheep and oxen, and male servants and female servants, and gave them
to Abraham, and returned Sarah his wife to him. 15And Abimelech said, “Behold, my land is before you; dwell
where it pleases you.” 16To Sarah he said, “Behold, I have given your brother a thousand pieces of silver. It is a sign
of your innocence in the eyes of all who are with you, and before everyone you are vindicated.” 17Then Abraham
prayed to God and God healed Abimelech, and also healed his wife and female slaves so that they bore children.
18
For the Lord had closed all the wombs of the house of Abimelech because of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.
Abraham disappoints again. He is willing to throw Sarah under the bus when he enters Philistine
territory. “Tell them you’re my sister so they won’t kill me.” He still allows his fear to take mastery over
his trust in God’s ability to protect him. And really – Sarah is 90 years old by this point in the story! She
must have been an incredible (and well preserved) beauty. Not only did Abraham make the mistake of
treating his wife poorly, he also misjudges Abimelech, assuming he’s hostile. Abraham’s assumptions
lead him astray, just like they do for us.
There’s a cliché about assuming that I won’t repeat here, as it is rather crude, but you probably already
know it. When we assume we know what others will do, we are often mistaken and risk hurting them.
We also assume all kinds of things about God that are usually not true. Unless you are gathering your
assumptions from His behavior in the Scripture, you are going to be wrong. God will surprise you every
time because of His infinitely creative ability to do the unexpected. Abraham had already seen that in
action, but chose to go his own way rather than waiting to see what God would do. If we assume that
God always does the right thing at the right time, we’re good. That’s clearly hard to do, but it is a great
thing to practice.
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Isaac and Ishmael – Genesis 21:1-21
1
The Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did to Sarah as he had promised. 2And Sarah conceived and
bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. 3Abraham called the name of his
son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. 4And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was
eight days old, as God had commanded him. 5Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to
him. 6And Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me.” 7And she said,
“Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”
8
And the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. 9But
Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, laughing. 10So she said to Abraham,
“Cast out this slave woman with her son, for the son of this slave woman shall not be heir with my son Isaac.”
11
And the thing was very displeasing to Abraham on account of his son. 12But God said to Abraham, “Be not
displeased because of the boy and because of your slave woman. Whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you,
for through Isaac shall your offspring be named. 13And I will make a nation of the son of the slave woman also,
because he is your offspring.” 14So Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and
gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed and
wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba. 15When the water in the skin was gone, she put the child under one of
the bushes. 16Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot, for she
said, “Let me not look on the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept.
17
And God heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What
troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 18Up! Lift up the boy, and hold
him fast with your hand, for I will make him into a great nation.” 19Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well
of water. And she went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 20And God was with the boy, and
he grew up. He lived in the wilderness and became an expert with the bow. 21He lived in the wilderness of Paran,
and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt.
What God promises He always fulfills. Sarah and Abraham are given a child at the ages of 90 and 100
respectively. That God’s miraculous promise has been kept is emphasized by the repeated idea (3 times
in the first 2 verses of the passage) –“as He had said“, “as He had promised”, and “of which God had
spoken”. It was God’s will and God’s action that fulfilled the promise. God even graciously takes care of
the child Ishmael. It was not Ishmael’s fault that Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar colluded to “help” God out
with His plan. While Ishmael is not the fulfillment of the promise, God is still willing to make a great
nation of him as well. God is always gracious.
The last verse of this passage indicates some future problems. The choices we make today will most
certainly affect tomorrow. Hagar goes back to her homeland to secure a wife for her son. This is not a
surprise, but it is unfortunate. The Egyptians will become the enemies of God’s people in the
generations to come as will the descendants of Ishmael. (Much of the unrest in the Middle East goes
back to this ancient rivalry.) While the consequences of Hagar’s choice still reverberate today, we too
make choices each day that impact our future. The problem is that we probably do so thoughtlessly. We
live for the here and how with little thought as to how our decisions are going to impact what happens
to us tomorrow.
Learning to ask God what direction to follow may take some time out of our day, but it will pay off as
we are on His path rather than our own tomorrow. God graciously helped Hagar and Ishmael out when
they were dying of thirst, thus solving a problem for them. But instead of remaining faithful to the God
who saved her, Hagar goes back to God’s enemies and attaches her life to them. The price for those
type of decisions is high. Are you willing to pay?

43

Treaty – Genesis 21:22-34
22
At that time Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his army said to Abraham, “God is with you in all that you
do. 23Now therefore swear to me here by God that you will not deal falsely with me or with my descendants or
with my posterity, but as I have dealt kindly with you, so you will deal with me and with the land where you have
sojourned.” 24And Abraham said, “I will swear.” 25When Abraham reproved Abimelech about a well of water that
Abimelech’s servants had seized, 26Abimelech said, “I do not know who has done this thing; you did not tell me,
and I have not heard of it until today.” 27So Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the
two men made a covenant. 28Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock apart. 29And Abimelech said to Abraham,
“What is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs that you have set apart?” 30He said, “These seven ewe lambs you
will take from my hand, that this may be a witness for me that I dug this well.” 31Therefore that place was called
Beersheba, because there both of them swore an oath. 32So they made a covenant at Beersheba. Then Abimelech
and Phicol the commander of his army rose up and returned to the land of the Philistines. 33Abraham planted a
tamarisk tree in Beersheba and called there on the name of the Lord, the Everlasting God. 34And Abraham
sojourned many days in the land of the Philistines.
Abraham is now trying to live at peace with the people who already inhabited the land that God had
promised would be his. Abimelech has complete respect for Abraham’s God (and so also Abraham),
having had a personal encounter with Him when Abraham arrived in Canaan. Later, the Philistines
would become Israel’s bitter enemies. But for now, they live peacefully together and deal honorably
with one another.
Living at peace with others comes by an act of the will. Both Abimelech and Abraham knew that the
other had power. Abraham respected the size and strength of Abimelech’s army. Abimelech respected
the power of Abraham’s God. They did not actually occupy the same space, as that would be unwise.
But they agreed not to attack one another. Sometimes, that’s the best of all possible worlds. We just
agree not to attack one another. Abraham and Abimelech are a prime example of what it looks like to
live side by side without destroying one another. It’s possible, but you have to decide to live that way.
It’s rather mundane, but these two guys serve as a great example of getting along despite your
differences.

Sacrifice – Genesis 22:1-19
1
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2He said, “Take
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering
and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw
the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over
there and worship and come again to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac
his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his
father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where
is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my
son.” So they went both of them together. 9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham
built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the Lord
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called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12He said, “Do not lay your
hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son,
your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught
in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his
son. 14So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of
the Lord it shall be provided.” 15And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and
said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your
only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand
that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your offspring shall all
the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 19So Abraham returned to his young
men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba.

This passage is so rich it is difficult to know where to even begin. We are instantly drawn into the
pathos of Abraham as he is tested by God in a most dramatic way. Inside of the details of this event is
the stuff of obedience, faith, relationship, and prophecy. The mysterious God emerges in all His glory
and the only thing we can do is bow down in worship.
Isaac, repeatedly referred to as Abraham’s only son, has grown into at least his teen years by this time;
possibly even young manhood. This is important only because it means he was old enough and most
likely strong enough to run away or even fight back – neither of which he does. As we tout Abraham’s
obedience here, so too we must recgnized Isaac’s. Abraham and Sarah have had several years of life
with this child of promise and all seems well. Then out of the blue God tests Abraham’s faith and
reliance upon Him. Abraham’s obedience to God’s call to sacrifice Isaac is immediate. The next day he
heads out with two servants and his son to accomplish the task set before Him. Honestly, I would have
procrastinated. I may not have been blatantly disobedient, but I would have done some major feet
dragging. Things would have come up and I would have been just too busy to get right on that. Take
home point number one – telling God you’ll get to it (whatever “it” is) when you have time is
disobedience.
We’ve talked about “type” before, so you’ll recognize Isaac as a type of Jesus in this story. One, he is
Abraham’s only son, repeated several times throughout the passage. Two, Isaac carries the wood to the
place of sacrifice, just as Jesus carried His own cross. Three, he is a willing participant in these events.
Four, he is spared in the end. Oh wait, God did not spare His Son. Jesus finished the sacrifice, as that is
what was needed to purchase our salvation. While Abraham did not have to see the death of his son,
our Heavenly Father was forced to witness the death of Jesus. In His case, it wasn’t a test but our reality.
The writer to the Hebrews gives us an insight into what Abraham was thinking and experiencing in this
incredible event. “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the

promises was in the act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your
offspring be named.” He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which,
figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.” Hebrews 11:17-19 This was a test of Abraham’s faith and

he passes with flying colors. He believed that even if he had slain his son, God would have brought him
back to life. After this story, we find no more incidents of Abraham failing in his faithful service to God.
He doesn’t tell foreign kings that Sarah is his sister. He doesn’t live in fear anymore. He has faced his
greatest fear – the loss of his son – with faith in God. It is a turning point. And there is our second take
home point for today – when we fear only God, there is far less in the world that can scare us or
threaten our faith. This is a fantastic story to return to over and over again when we ourselves are
tested. The true shining point in this story isn’t Abraham’s faith, it is God’s faithfulness.
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Reiteration – Genesis 22:13-24
13
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns.
And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called
the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be
provided.” 15And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and said, “By myself I have
sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely
bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore.
And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth
be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 19So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and
went together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba. 20Now after these things it was told to Abraham,
“Behold, Milcah also has borne children to your brother Nahor: 21Uz his firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the
father of Aram, 22Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.” 23(Bethuel fathered Rebekah.) These eight Milcah
bore to Nahor, Abraham’s brother. 24Moreover, his concubine, whose name was Reumah, bore Tebah, Gaham,
Tahash, and Maacah.
These verses overlaps the previous a little because we really didn’t deal with the reiteration of the
promise that God makes to Abraham regarding his descendants. It is worth a second look. First of all, in
all likelihood, not only did Abraham hear what God had to say about this test, so did Isaac. He was not
present when the covenant between God and Abraham has made. He was not in fact even born. But the
promise includes Isaac, so it seems fitting that he too should hear the promise with his own ears. Listed
at the end of this passage are the descendants of Nahor, the brother of Abraham. It was from this line
that Isaac would get a wife. Note in verse 23 it says that Bethuel was the father of Rebekah. She
becomes the wife of Isaac. God’s plan stretches out into the distant future, just as it still does today.
We also cannot let verse 15 & 16 go by unnoticed. “And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a
second time from heaven and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord…” God has sworn by
Himself! His is the only Word that is 100% believable. He didn’t swear by anything earthly or human
because those things are all passing away. Instead, He swore by Himself as proof that all He has said
will come to pass. All of it. That seems so simple and rather ridiculous to note. But it is crucial to us. If all
that He has said is true then we have nothing to fear. That means He truly does love us. It means that
He truly did accept the death of Jesus to pay for our sins. It means that when the time is right Jesus will
return for us.
Let’s face it, sometimes (maybe often) our lives here seem harried and filled with strife. We are prone to
a myopic view of life that centers only on the ugly here and now. But passages like this one point out
that there is so much more – and it is filled with promise and hope. God hasn’t forgotten His promises.
He hasn’t decided to renege on the deal. He is here with us providing all that we need, just like He
provided the sacrifice for Abraham and Isaac that day on the mountain. He provided the sacrifice for us
as well in the Person of Jesus Christ. Oh Lord, whom shall I fear?
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Land – Genesis 23:1-20
1
Sarah lived 127 years; these were the years of the life of Sarah. 2And Sarah died at Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in
the land of Canaan, and Abraham went in to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her. 3And Abraham rose up from
before his dead and said to the Hittites, 4“I am a sojourner and foreigner among you; give me property among
you for a burying place, that I may bury my dead out of my sight.” 5The Hittites answered Abraham, 6“Hear us, my
lord; you are a prince of God among us. Bury your dead in the choicest of our tombs. None of us will withhold
from you his tomb to hinder you from burying your dead.” 7Abraham rose and bowed to the Hittites, the people
of the land. 8And he said to them, “If you are willing that I should bury my dead out of my sight, hear me and
entreat for me Ephron the son of Zohar, 9that he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he owns; it is at the
end of his field. For the full price let him give it to me in your presence as property for a burying place.” 10Now
Ephron was sitting among the Hittites, and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the hearing of the Hittites, of
all who went in at the gate of his city, 11“No, my lord, hear me: I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is
in it. In the sight of the sons of my people I give it to you. Bury your dead.” 12Then Abraham bowed down before
the people of the land. 13And he said to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land, “But if you will, hear me: I
give the price of the field. Accept it from me, that I may bury my dead there.” 14Ephron answered Abraham, 15“My
lord, listen to me: a piece of land worth four hundred shekels of silver, what is that between you and me? Bury
your dead.” 16Abraham listened to Ephron, and Abraham weighed out for Ephron the silver that he had named in
the hearing of the Hittites, four hundred shekels of silver, according to the weights current among the merchants.
17
So the field of Ephron in Machpelah, which was to the east of Mamre, the field with the cave that was in it and all
the trees that were in the field, throughout its whole area, was made over 18to Abraham as a possession in the
presence of the Hittites, before all who went in at the gate of his city. 19After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in
the cave of the field of Machpelah east of Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan. 20The field and the cave
that is in it were made over to Abraham as property for a burying place by the Hittites.
While I grew up mostly in the city, my family is deeply tied to the farm where my father spent his
childhood in northwestern South Dakota. Throughout my formative years, we went up to the farm
several times a year so that my dad could continue to work the land and help out the family. The love
for that land runs in my veins. It means we have “place” and connection to something that is irrevocably
permanent until Jesus returns. Money, time, and possessions all slip away but land remains. God has
promised Abraham land – what becomes known throughout the Scriptures as The Promised Land.
Today, we call it Israel (or Palestine.)
The death of Sarah prompts the purchase of the first parcel of The Promised Land that Abraham would
own. It is offered to him as a gift by the Hittites. But he refuses that gift (graciously) and instead pays
the full price for a nice piece of property with trees and a cave. No one will be able to say they gave the
Hebrews The Promised Land as a gift – only God can do that. Later in the Scriptures, in Jeremiah 32:615 we find another remarkable story of the people’s connection to the land that God gave to them.
6

Jeremiah said, “The word of the Lord came to me: 7Behold, Hanamel the son of Shallum your uncle will come to
you and say, ‘Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of redemption by purchase is yours.’ 8Then Hanamel
my cousin came to me in the court of the guard, in accordance with the word of the Lord, and said to me, ‘Buy my
field that is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it for
yourself.’ Then I knew that this was the word of the Lord. 9“And I bought the field at Anathoth from Hanamel my
cousin, and weighed out the money to him, seventeen shekels of silver. 10I signed the deed, sealed it, got
witnesses, and weighed the money on scales. 11Then I took the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and
conditions and the open copy. 12And I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch the son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in
the presence of Hanamel my cousin, in the presence of the witnesses who signed the deed of purchase, and in the
presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard. 13I charged Baruch in their presence, saying,
14
‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and this
open deed, and put them in an earthenware vessel, that they may last for a long time. 15For thus says the Lord of
hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.’
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The fascinating thing about this purchase is that was made literally the evening before the Hebrews
were carried off into the Babylonian captivity. Jeremiah buys a piece of property that he will lose the
next day to a conquering nation! And he does so with full knowledge that this is what is going to
happen! This purchase serves as a living picture of the fact that God will not abandon His people. He
will bring them back to the Land that He has already given to them. Their captivity will not last forever.
The people were tied to something that was irrevocably permanent.
We are tied not to the land of Israel, but to the God who gave that land. Jesus’ family did not purchase
a tomb for His short time in the grave. He was buried in a borrowed grave. He did not need that tie to
the Promised Land. Instead of being tied to the land, we are irrevocably and permanently tied to the
risen Christ. Who knew the death of Sarah would be this interesting!!!!

God Prepares the Way – Genesis 24:1-28
1
Now Abraham was old, well advanced in years. And the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things. 2And Abraham
said to his servant, the oldest of his household, who had charge of all that he had, “Put your hand under my thigh,
3
that I may make you swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and God of the earth, that you will not take a wife for
my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell, 4but will go to my country and to my kindred,
and take a wife for my son Isaac.” 5The servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman may not be willing to follow me
to this land. Must I then take your son back to the land from which you came?” 6Abraham said to him, “See to it
that you do not take my son back there. 7The Lord, the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and
from the land of my kindred, and who spoke to me and swore to me, ‘To your offspring I will give this land,’ he will
send his angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son from there. 8But if the woman is not willing to
follow you, then you will be free from this oath of mine; only you must not take my son back there.” 9So the
servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master and swore to him concerning this matter. 10Then the
servant took ten of his master’s camels and departed, taking all sorts of choice gifts from his master; and he arose
and went to Mesopotamia to the city of Nahor. 11And he made the camels kneel down outside the city by the well
of water at the time of evening, the time when women go out to draw water. 12And he said, “O Lord, God of my
master Abraham, please grant me success today and show steadfast love to my master Abraham. 13Behold, I am
standing by the spring of water, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water. 14Let the
young woman to whom I shall say, ‘Please let down your jar that I may drink,’ and who shall say, ‘Drink, and I will
water your camels’—let her be the one whom you have appointed for your servant Isaac. By this I shall know that
you have shown steadfast love to my master.” 15Before he had finished speaking, behold, Rebekah, who was born
to Bethuel the son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, came out with her water jar on her shoulder.
16
The young woman was very attractive in appearance, a maiden whom no man had known. She went down to the
spring and filled her jar and came up. 17Then the servant ran to meet her and said, “Please give me a little water to
drink from your jar.” 18She said, “Drink, my lord.” And she quickly let down her jar upon her hand and gave him a
drink. 19When she had finished giving him a drink, she said, “I will draw water for your camels also, until they have
finished drinking.” 20So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough and ran again to the well to draw water, and
she drew for all his camels. 21The man gazed at her in silence to learn whether the Lord had prospered his journey
or not. 22When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold ring weighing a half shekel, and two
bracelets for her arms weighing ten gold shekels, 23and said, “Please tell me whose daughter you are. Is there
room in your father’s house for us to spend the night?” 24She said to him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of
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Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.” 25She added, “We have plenty of both straw and fodder, and room to spend
the night.” 26The man bowed his head and worshiped the Lord 27and said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of my
master Abraham, who has not forsaken his steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my master. As for me, the
Lord has led me in the way to the house of my master’s kinsmen.” 28Then the young woman ran and told her
mother’s household about these things.

As a good father, Abraham is taking care of his responsibilities. It is time to find a suitable wife for Isaac.
This is an important woman, for she would become an integral part of the fulfillment of God’s promise
that Abraham would become a might nation. It is crucial that she not be from one of the pagan tribes
that surrounded Abraham, but instead be from Abraham’s own people. As an old man Abraham is
unable to go himself so he sends Eliezer, his chief servant, entrusting him with this huge responsibility.
After extracting a solemn vow from Eliezer that the woman would come only from his family, Abraham
sends him off with 10 camels and assorted riches to shower upon the woman and her family. That’s how
marriages were accomplished at that time. But riches aside, what Eliezer actually takes with him to meet
this potential bride is the Lord. No decision is made without the power and presence of the Lord. We
are told how he prays his way through the journey, allowing God to show him the woman that He has
chosen for Isaac.
Eliezer sets up a test for God. While this is not recommended, it works this time. He is looking for the
woman who will offer him a drink of water and then water his camels as well. This is quite a test. Camels
can drink up to 27 gallons of water in 7-8 minutes. Seriously!!! Rebekah volunteers to water 10 camels
for this stranger. So not only is she a beautiful virgin, she’s strong and willing to work – hard. In the end,
this exertion proves to be a good idea. It lands her the husband that God has planned for her.
The most startling verse in this passage for me is verse 15. “Before he had finished praying . . . “ God’s
got His hands all over this meeting. He has prepared in advance the woman Rebekah as a suitable wife
for Isaac. Now He has arranged a meeting so that Rebekah can move into that phase of her life as the
mother of a new nation. While Eliezer prays, God is moving forward with the plan that has already been
set into place. Once again we see that God is in full control. We can pretend that we’ve got the whole
thing figured out all the time, but we don’t. That is an illusion (possibly sent by Satan) and we need not
entertain it. Life is just so much easier when we just pray and then see God’s plan unfold.

Wife – Genesis 24:29-67
29
Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban. Laban ran out toward the man, to the spring. 30As soon as he
saw the ring and the bracelets on his sister’s arms, and heard the words of Rebekah his sister, “Thus the man
spoke to me,” he went to the man. And behold, he was standing by the camels at the spring. 31He said, “Come in,
O blessed of the Lord. Why do you stand outside? For I have prepared the house and a place for the camels.” 32So
the man came to the house and unharnessed the camels, and gave straw and fodder to the camels, and there was
water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were with him. 33Then food was set before him to eat. But he
said, “I will not eat until I have said what I have to say.” He said, “Speak on.” 34So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant.
35
The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he has become great. He has given him flocks and herds, silver and
gold, male servants and female servants, camels and donkeys. 36And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my
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master when she was old, and to him he has given all that he has. 37My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall
not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell, 38but you shall go to my
father’s house and to my clan and take a wife for my son.’ 39I said to my master, ‘Perhaps the woman will not
follow me.’ 40But he said to me, ‘The Lord, before whom I have walked, will send his angel with you and prosper
your way. You shall take a wife for my son from my clan and from my father’s house. 41Then you will be free from
my oath, when you come to my clan. And if they will not give her to you, you will be free from my oath.’ 42“I came
today to the spring and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you are prospering the way that I go,
43
behold, I am standing by the spring of water. Let the virgin who comes out to draw water, to whom I shall say,
“Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” 44and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your
camels also,” let her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.’ 45“Before I had finished
speaking in my heart, behold, Rebekah came out with her water jar on her shoulder, and she went down to the
spring and drew water. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ 46She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder and
said, ‘Drink, and I will give your camels drink also.’ So I drank, and she gave the camels drink also. 47Then I asked
her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I
put the ring on her nose and the bracelets on her arms. 48Then I bowed my head and worshiped the Lord and
blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to take the daughter of my
master’s kinsman for his son. 49Now then, if you are going to show steadfast love and faithfulness to my master,
tell me; and if not, tell me, that I may turn to the right hand or to the left.” 50Then Laban and Bethuel answered
and said, “The thing has come from the Lord; we cannot speak to you bad or good. 51Behold, Rebekah is before
you; take her and go, and let her be the wife of your master’s son, as the Lord has spoken.” 52When Abraham’s
servant heard their words, he bowed himself to the earth before the Lord. 53And the servant brought out jewelry
of silver and of gold, and garments, and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave to her brother and to her mother
costly ornaments. 54And he and the men who were with him ate and drank, and they spent the night there. When
they arose in the morning, he said, “Send me away to my master.” 55Her brother and her mother said, “Let the
young woman remain with us a while, at least ten days; after that she may go.” 56But he said to them, “Do not
delay me, since the Lord has prospered my way. Send me away that I may go to my master.” 57They said, “Let us
call the young woman and ask her.” 58And they called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She
said, “I will go.” 59So they sent away Rebekah their sister and her nurse, and Abraham’s servant and his men. 60And
they blessed Rebekah and said to her, “Our sister, may you become thousands of ten thousands, and may your
offspring possess the gate of those who hate him!” 61Then Rebekah and her young women arose and rode on the
camels and followed the man. Thus the servant took Rebekah and went his way. 62Now Isaac had returned from
Beer-lahai-roi and was dwelling in the Negeb. 63And Isaac went out to meditate in the field toward evening. And
he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, there were camels coming. 64And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when
she saw Isaac, she dismounted from the camel 65and said to the servant, “Who is that man, walking in the field to
meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. 66And the servant told Isaac
all the things that he had done. 67Then Isaac brought her into the tent of Sarah his mother and took Rebekah, and
she became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.

God has risen up a woman for Isaac and He has done a masterful job. She is perfect for him in every
way. Eliezer has faithfully fulfilled the vow he made to Abraham to bring back a suitable wife for Isaac
and this story has a “happily ever after” type of ending – well, almost. Once the kids come along for this
couple … you’ll have to stick around for that story. Anyway, it is love at first sight for Isaac and Rebekah.
God continues to work out His plans for His people.
As I was raising my daughters it was, on occasion, my dream to “arrange” marriages for them. As it turns
out, it was a good thing that isn’t a part of our customs. They did a much better job than I would have
in choosing their spouses. Instead, my husband and I wrote “waiting prayers” for each of them when
they were born. We lifted them before God asking Him to also raise up the men they would someday
marry to be godly, faithful men who loved the Lord and cherished them as wives. We wrote those
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prayers down and presented them to the girls on their wedding days. My husband actually read that
prayer to the congregation at Hannah’s wedding. Needless to say, it was a moment. While we don’t
arrange marriages in our culture, praying for our children is certainly never out of style. We all have
hopes and dreams for the future of our kids and yet we sometimes forget to pray for them! Clearly,
Eliezer prayed up a storm as he fulfilled his mission for Abraham. And we can most certainly believe that
Abraham was praying as well as he sent his servant off to find this bride. Eliezer prayed, God provided,
Eliezer worshipped. It’s a great little circle. Pray – watch God – thank Him. So simple.

Abraham's Death – Genesis 25:1-11
1
Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah. 2She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak,
and Shuah. 3Jokshan fathered Sheba and Dedan. The sons of Dedan were Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. 4The
sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the children of Keturah. 5Abraham
gave all he had to Isaac. 6But to the sons of his concubines Abraham gave gifts, and while he was still living he
sent them away from his son Isaac, eastward to the east country. 7These are the days of the years of Abraham’s
life, 175 years. 8Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old man and full of years, and was
gathered to his people. 9Isaac and Ishmael his sons buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the
son of Zohar the Hittite, east of Mamre, 10the field that Abraham purchased from the Hittites. There Abraham was
buried, with Sarah his wife. 11After the death of Abraham, God blessed Isaac his son. And Isaac settled at Beerlahai-roi. 12These are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s servant, bore
to Abraham. 13These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, named in the order of their birth: Nebaioth, the
firstborn of Ishmael; and Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 14Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 15Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and
Kedemah. 16These are the sons of Ishmael and these are their names, by their villages and by their encampments,
twelve princes according to their tribes. 17(These are the years of the life of Ishmael: 137 years. He breathed his last
and died, and was gathered to his people.) 18They settled from Havilah to Shur, which is opposite Egypt in the
direction of Assyria. He settled over against all his kinsmen.
Isaac and his big brother, Ishmael, now face the death of their father, Abraham. From the tenor of the
text, it would appear that they get along fairly well and have numerous other half-siblings. God begins
to follow through with the massive size of Abraham’s lineage right after the birth of Isaac.
We know that Isaac’s grandchildren become The 12 Tribes of Israel. This is foundation of God’s people
and from them the Savior will be born. I find it interesting that God is very true to His promise to Hagar,
to make of her son with Abraham a mighty nation as well. Ishmael has 12 sons, just as Jacob has. Sadly,
as history begins to play itself out, the sons of Ishmael and the sons of Jacob soon learn to hate one
another, and we are seeing the fallout from that hatred still today. But for the moment, Isaac and
Ishmael come together long enough to bury their father. It is interesting that as Abraham has more
sons, he gives them the resources to get started in life and sends them off to populate other areas,
away from the Promised Land. That belongs to Isaac. Isaac lives for another 110 years (to the age of
180) after the death of Abraham; Ishmael lives to the age of 137.
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As we bid farewell to Abraham, we must admit that his legacy continues on in us even today. In the
New Testament, those who believe are called the descendants of Abraham – that’s us! While his life was
certainly not perfect, he was faithful to God and lived to serve Him as best he could. Abraham’s death
marks the half-way point in the book of Genesis and we can now see is the foundation of God’s plan of
salvation. He promised a Savior to Adam and Eve and is working out that plan through the children of
Abraham. God’s plan is always perfect, and God’s plan is always complete. As we stop and pick up the
little pieces of that story for examination, we can but marvel.

Birthright – Genesis 25:19-34
19
These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham fathered Isaac, 20and Isaac was forty years old when
he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be
his wife. 21And Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren. And the Lord granted his prayer, and
Rebekah his wife conceived. 22The children struggled together within her, and she said, “If it is thus, why is this
happening to me?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. 23And the Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb,
and two peoples from within you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the older shall serve
the younger.” 24When her days to give birth were completed, behold, there were twins in her womb. 25The first
came out red, all his body like a hairy cloak, so they called his name Esau [hairy]. 26Afterward his brother came out
with his hand holding Esau’s heel, so his name was called Jacob [grabber / heel]. Isaac was sixty years old when
she bore them. 27When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet
man, dwelling in tents. 28Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29Once when
Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was exhausted. 30And Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat
some of that red stew, for I am exhausted!” (Therefore his name was called Edom [Red].) 31Jacob said, “Sell me
your birthright now.” 32Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 33Jacob said, “Swear to me
now.” So he swore to him and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he
ate and drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.
Pregnancy was fun for me – both times. I loved the evening time when the baby would decide it was
time to dance. The rolling belly was fascinating and life affirming. But I never carried twins and I simply
cannot imagine the “rolling” that would take place if those twins decided to duke it out in there!!!
Rebekah knew she would have her hands full before the babies were even born.
Isaac and Jacob were the links between God’s promise made to Abraham and the Children of Israel (or
the 12 Tribes). These twin boys set up the people of God for both blessing and trouble. As we can
already see from this reading, Esau is a difficult man and Jacob has his own issues as well. While Jacob's
name means “grabber” it also means “deceiver.” We’ll see that truth play out in the rest of his story as it
is told in Genesis. These verses give us a glimpse into the character of these brothers; Esau, the rugged
outdoors man and Jacob, the mama’s boy. We also see the fact that this little family is rather
dysfunctional. Each parent has chosen a favorite child; always a bad idea. When I was a kid and learned
this story for the first time, I remember thinking that Esau was such an idiot. Who in the world would
give up their inheritance just for a bowl of soup?!? That seems irrational at best. But the text gives us
the reason; Esau despised his birthright. That means he wasn’t God’s man. That birthright would have
come not from Isaac, but from God. We know this is the correct understanding of this passage, as the
writer to the Hebrews brings clarification for us.
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Hebrews 12:16-17
“See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble,
and by it many become defiled; that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a
single meal. For you know that afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no
chance to repent, though he sought it with tears.”
As we will see later, Esau was pretty sure he wanted the blessings of the firstborn from Isaac, but he was
not willing to be repentant or submitted to God’s will. We too can be guilty of “wanting what we want
when we want it”. But those desires are quite often born out of sin. Esau would have been given the
blessing of being a part of God’s huge plan of salvation. But instead he chose to despise that position
and lost it because of his own self-centered attitudes. Jacob isn’t perfect, as we will soon learn. But he
does eventually come to a place where he is submitted to God’s will and plan. As such, God can and
does use him to bring about His perfect will. We too can stand in God’s way or stand in His will,
allowing Him to lead us wherever He wants. It might be a winding road, but it’s always worth the trip.

Like Father, Like Son – And Not in a Good Way!
Genesis 26:1-11
1
Now there was a famine in the land, besides the former famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went
to Gerar to Abimelech king of the Philistines. 2And the Lord appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt;
dwell in the land of which I shall tell you. 3Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you and will bless you, for to you
and to your offspring I will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath that I swore to Abraham your father. 4I
will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring all these lands. And in your
offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, 5because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge,
my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.” 6So Isaac settled in Gerar. 7When the men of the place asked him
about his wife, he said, “She is my sister,” for he feared to say, “My wife,” thinking, “lest the men of the place
should kill me because of Rebekah,” because she was attractive in appearance. 8When he had been there a long
time, Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out of a window and saw Isaac laughing with Rebekah his wife. 9So
Abimelech called Isaac and said, “Behold, she is your wife. How then could you say, ‘She is my sister’?” Isaac said
to him, “Because I thought, ‘Lest I die because of her.’” 10Abimelech said, “What is this you have done to us? One
of the people might easily have lain with your wife, and you would have brought guilt upon us.” 11So Abimelech
warned all the people, saying, “Whoever touches this man or his wife shall surely be put to death.”
It’s hard to even know what to say when the same ridiculous event is repeated for a third time. Abraham
claimed his wife as a sister to eliminate the fear of his enemies on two separate occasions, and now
Isaac is repeating the action. And the victim of his lie is the same as his father’s – Abimelech. I feel sorry
for the guy. He was really between a rock and hard place. Isaac has lied to him and Abimelech has
enough respect for Isaac’s God to know that he can’t lay a finger on him for it. Isaac has behaved
dishonorably but is on the same kind of faith journey as Abraham had to take.
For me, therein lies the lesson for today. We all have to take our own faith journey. It would be great if
my children didn’t have to repeat the same mistakes I made. But chances are they will. It would be
amazing to impart the faith that the Holy Spirit has created in me into the lives of those I love without
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them having to experience the pains that I have endured. But I can’t. Each person’s journey is their own.
I confess to a little frustration with Isaac. I mean really. He must have learned that trick from dad.
Claiming Sarah was his sister rather than his wife was a mistake for Abraham, displaying an alarming
lack of trust in God. And it was the same mistake for Isaac. But he had to make it for himself, I guess. As
much as I would like to protect my loved ones from their mistakes, that would be to cheat them out of
the growth that comes when we fail. God allows me to learn from my failures, so I must afford that
same grace to others. So much for being disappointed with Isaac.

Peaceably – Genesis 26:12-35
12
And Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a hundredfold. The Lord blessed him, 13and the man
became rich, and gained more and more until he became very wealthy. 14He had possessions of flocks and herds
and many servants, so that the Philistines envied him. 15(Now the Philistines had stopped and filled with earth all
the wells that his father’s servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father.) 16And Abimelech said to Isaac, “Go
away from us, for you are much mightier than we.” 17So Isaac departed from there and encamped in the Valley of
Gerar and settled there. 18And Isaac dug again the wells of water that had been dug in the days of Abraham his
father, which the Philistines had stopped after the death of Abraham. And he gave them the names that his father
had given them. 19But when Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and found there a well of spring water, 20the
herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The water is ours.” So he called the name of the well
Esek, because they contended with him. 21Then they dug another well, and they quarreled over that also, so he
called its name Sitnah. 22And he moved from there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it. So he
called its name Rehoboth, saying, “For now the Lord has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.”
23
From there he went up to Beersheba. 24And the Lord appeared to him the same night and said, “I am the God of
Abraham your father. Fear not, for I am with you and will bless you and multiply your offspring for my servant
Abraham’s sake.” 25So he built an altar there and called upon the name of the Lord and pitched his tent there. And
there Isaac’s servants dug a well. 26When Abimelech went to him from Gerar with Ahuzzath his adviser and Phicol
the commander of his army, 27Isaac said to them, “Why have you come to me, seeing that you hate me and have
sent me away from you?” 28They said, “We see plainly that the Lord has been with you. So we said, let there be a
sworn pact between us, between you and us, and let us make a covenant with you, 29that you will do us no harm,
just as we have not touched you and have done to you nothing but good and have sent you away in peace. You
are now the blessed of the Lord.” 30So he made them a feast, and they ate and drank. 31In the morning they rose
early and exchanged oaths. And Isaac sent them on their way, and they departed from him in peace. 32That same
day Isaac’s servants came and told him about the well that they had dug and said to him, “We have found water.”
33
He called it Shibah; therefore the name of the city is Beersheba to this day. 34When Esau was forty years old, he
took Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite to be his wife, and Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite, 35and
they made life bitter for Isaac and Rebekah.
There are really only three stories told of Isaac in Genesis. He’s the guy in the middle, between Abraham
and Jacob. While we may not know much of his story what we do know all points in the same direction.
He was a fairly peaceable guy. When Abraham is called upon by God to sacrifice his son, we find that
Isaac doesn’t fight what appears to be the end of his life. He is compliant. In today’s reading, Isaac goes
to great lengths to live peacefully with his neighbor, Abimelech. When the Philistines fill in his wells, he
doesn’t retaliate, he just re-digs them. When water becomes a problem between his family and the
Philistines, he moves to a new location. Never do we see him take up arms. And woven throughout the
story Isaac just gets richer and richer. God blesses him in a big way; so much so that Abimelech is
scared of him and makes a treaty with him rather than take up arms. That Abimelech was a smart guy!
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The more I think about this, the more I’m impressed with this choice for passivity. Isaac would have
been within his rights to march against those who would steal his water. He had a large group of
people to care for and without water you’re dead in your tracks. Yet he always chooses the peaceful
solution. In a world of violence and self-seeking advancement his actions stand as an interesting
challenge. How often do we choose to surrender our toys to the bully and move to a different toy? Our
culture doesn’t really support that attitude.
But maybe we should consider it. How much of life’s stress would be eliminated if we simply trusted
that God would take care of our needs rather than scrapping to do so for ourselves. I see in Isaac a
willingness to set down whatever is in his hands if it means that peace will win out. And yet he
continued to grow in strength and blessing. We may not talk about him very much, but there sure is
something there to emulate.

Brother vs. Brother –Genesis 27:1-40
1
When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called Esau his older son and said to him,
“My son”; and he answered, “Here I am.” 2He said, “Behold, I am old; I do not know the day of my death. 3Now
then, take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game for me, 4and prepare
for me delicious food, such as I love, and bring it to me so that I may eat, that my soul may bless you before I die.”
5
Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when Esau went to the field to hunt for game
and bring it, 6Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “I heard your father speak to your brother Esau, 7‘Bring me game and
prepare for me delicious food, that I may eat it and bless you before the Lord before I die.’ 8Now therefore, my
son, obey my voice as I command you. 9Go to the flock and bring me two good young goats, so that I may
prepare from them delicious food for your father, such as he loves. 10And you shall bring it to your father to eat,
so that he may bless you before he dies.” 11But Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Behold, my brother Esau is a
hairy man, and I am a smooth man. 12Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall seem to be mocking him and
bring a curse upon myself and not a blessing.” 13His mother said to him, “Let your curse be on me, my son; only
obey my voice, and go, bring them to me.” 14So he went and took them and brought them to his mother, and his
mother prepared delicious food, such as his father loved. 15Then Rebekah took the best garments of Esau her
older son, which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her younger son. 16And the skins of the young
goats she put on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 17And she put the delicious food and the bread,
which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. 18So he went in to his father and said, “My father.” And he
said, “Here I am. Who are you, my son?” 19Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you
told me; now sit up and eat of my game, that your soul may bless me.” 20But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that
you have found it so quickly, my son?” He answered, “Because the Lord your God granted me success.” 21Then
Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come near, that I may feel you, my son, to know whether you are really my son Esau or
not.” 22So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, who felt him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are
the hands of Esau.” 23And he did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands. So
he blessed him. 24He said, “Are you really my son Esau?” He answered, “I am.” 25Then he said, “Bring it near to me,
that I may eat of my son’s game and bless you.” So he brought it near to him, and he ate; and he brought him
wine, and he drank. 26Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come near and kiss me, my son.” 27So he came near and
kissed him. And Isaac smelled the smell of his garments and blessed him and said, “See, the smell of my son is as
the smell of a field that the Lord has blessed! 28May God give you of the dew of heaven and of the fatness of the
earth and plenty of grain and wine. 29Let peoples serve you, and nations bow down to you. Be lord over your
brothers, and may your mother’s sons bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who curses you, and blessed be
everyone who blesses you!” 30As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, when Jacob had scarcely gone out
from the presence of Isaac his father, Esau his brother came in from his hunting. 31He also prepared delicious food
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and brought it to his father. And he said to his father, “Let my father arise and eat of his son’s game, that you may
bless me.” 32His father Isaac said to him, “Who are you?” He answered, “I am your son, your firstborn, Esau.” 33Then
Isaac trembled very violently and said, “Who was it then that hunted game and brought it to me, and I ate it all
before you came, and I have blessed him? Yes, and he shall be blessed.” 34As soon as Esau heard the words of his
father, he cried out with an exceedingly great and bitter cry and said to his father, “Bless me, even me also, O my
father!” 35But he said, “Your brother came deceitfully, and he has taken away your blessing.” 36Esau said, “Is he not
rightly named Jacob? For he has cheated me these two times. He took away my birthright, and behold, now he
has taken away my blessing.” Then he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for me?” 37Isaac answered and said
to Esau, “Behold, I have made him lord over you, and all his brothers I have given to him for servants, and with
grain and wine I have sustained him. What then can I do for you, my son?” 38Esau said to his father, “Have you but
one blessing, my father? Bless me, even me also, O my father.” And Esau lifted up his voice and wept. 39Then Isaac
his father answered and said to him: “Behold, away from the fatness of the earth shall your dwelling be, and away
from the dew of heaven on high. 40By your sword you shall live, and you shall serve your brother; but when you
grow restless you shall break his yoke from your neck.”

We’ve all heard of (and probably experienced) sibling rivalry. Every family, no matter how much they
look like the Cleavers or the Bradys, (for those of you old enough to remember Leave It to Beaver or
The Brady Bunch – like me) has its squabbles between the children. And we can all probably relate
stories within our own extended families of fights over money and inheritance. It can get very ugly, very
quickly sometimes.
Our story for today contains just such a family struggle. A few pages back, we recognized that the
Isaac/Rebekah family had some serious dysfunction going on as Isaac chose to favor Esau and Rebekah
chose to favor Jacob. And of course, these twins were born fighting. That this story should come along
is really no surprise to anyone. It’s time for dad’s vast wealth to be given to the next generation and the
battle ensues. We’ve already seen Esau sell his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of soup. Perhaps not the
sharpest knife in the drawer. But now Isaac is ready to pass on the family fortune; and what does he
request? A tasty meal. Like father, like son? I have often wondered if Isaac knew about the “birthright for
a bowl of soup” deal. The text doesn’t indicate whether he knew about that conversation or not. Esau
certainly speaks of it when he declares Jacob to be a thief. And let’s not forget about Rebekah’s part in
this drama. She’s the one with the idea to deceive Isaac in the first place. The text doesn’t indicate that
Jacob ever ratted her out by telling Isaac or Esau it was all her idea. But she is a huge part of the
deception. With all of that said here’s the truth. God’s plan, from the conception of these twins was that
Jacob would be the leader. Jacob would be the line through which the Messiah would come. Even in the
deceptions by the people of this story the will of God being played out. God certainly did not need this
deceptive circumstance, but He did use the actions of this family to bring about His plan.
Our attempts to manipulate our circumstances do not change the will of God nor do they change His
plan. To think that God would change His plans would be to say that they were not perfect in the first
place and that is never true. God’s plans don’t need adjusting. They are perfect, holy, and have our
benefit in mind at all times. The Disciples certainly didn’t care for God’s plan when they saw that their
Messiah was going to be crucified. That seemed like utter madness to them. But that plan for our
salvation was perfect and not to be thwarted by the machinations of mere man. Even though Rebekah
had been told during pregnancy that the younger brother would lead the older brother, God did not
need her help in making that happen. God never needs our help, just our obedience.
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Unintended Consequences – Genesis 27:41-28:9
41
Now Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had blessed him, and Esau said to himself,
“The days of mourning for my father are approaching; then I will kill my brother Jacob.” 42But the words of Esau
her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her younger son and said to him, “Behold, your
brother Esau comforts himself about you by planning to kill you. 43Now therefore, my son, obey my voice. Arise,
flee to Laban my brother in Haran 44and stay with him a while, until your brother’s fury turns away—45until your
brother’s anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you have done to him. Then I will send and bring you
from there. Why should I be bereft of you both in one day?” 46Then Rebekah said to Isaac, “I loathe my life
because of the Hittite women. If Jacob marries one of the Hittite women like these, one of the women of the land,
what good will my life be to me?” 28:1Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him and directed him, “You must not
take a wife from the Canaanite women. 2Arise, go to Paddan-aram to the house of Bethuel your mother’s father,
and take as your wife from there one of the daughters of Laban your mother’s brother. 3God Almighty bless you
and make you fruitful and multiply you, that you may become a company of peoples. 4May he give the blessing of
Abraham to you and to your offspring with you, that you may take possession of the land of your sojournings that
God gave to Abraham!” 5Thus Isaac sent Jacob away. And he went to Paddan-aram, to Laban, the son of Bethuel
the Aramean, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and Esau’s mother. 6Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and
sent him away to Paddan-aram to take a wife from there, and that as he blessed him he directed him, “You must
not take a wife from the Canaanite women,” 7and that Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother and gone to
Paddan-aram. 8So when Esau saw that the Canaanite women did not please Isaac his father, 9Esau went to Ishmael
and took as his wife, besides the wives he had, Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of
Nebaioth.
In this reading we see what happened to Rebekah and Jacob after plotting to deceive Isaac into giving
Jacob the blessing of the eldest son. While making the plan to secure that blessing it is doubtful that
Rebekah understood the unintended consequence. Jacob was forced to flee in the face of Esau’s
murderous wrath. And from what we can tell from the text, mother and son never saw one another
again. Jacob will spend over 20 years in exile to avoid being killed by Esau. While the death of Rebekah
is never really noted in the text, neither is a reunion between mother and son. I’m fairly certain that
permanent separation was never her goal.
When my grandsons play with their toys, sometimes there is breakage. Then there are tears and
sadness. They certainly didn’t intend to break the toy. They enjoy their toys and are pleased when they
are working well. When that break occurs, they come to Grandma and want that toy fixed. (Well
actually, if Grandpa is around they go to him first – way more reliable with the repairs. It didn’t take
them long to learn that one!) Sometimes it takes a little glue or just a simple reassembly. And
sometimes the toy is beyond repair and has to be discarded. Our plans and plots often result in the
unintended consequence of brokenness. Then we take the situation to God and ask Him to fix it.
Sometimes He does and sometimes, we are forced to deal with those consequences. There is no way to
completely stop this from happening in our lives. Despite our best efforts not to plan without God,
sometimes we do. Then we face the fallout. But even in those cases God is always there to run to,
providing a safe place where we can hide under His wings. When Adam and Eve sinned, they had no
idea of the unintended consequence of the death of the Messiah because of their disobedience. But
God did – and He loved them anyway. He took care of their brokenness at the highest possible price.
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Personal Introduction – Genesis 28:10-22
10
Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11And he came to a certain place and stayed there that night,
because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place
to sleep. 12And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to
heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 13And behold, the Lord stood above
it and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will
give to you and to your offspring. 14Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad
to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families
of the earth be blessed. 15Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this
land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and
said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” 17And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this
place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 18So early in the morning Jacob
took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19He called
the name of that place Bethel, but the name of the city was Luz at the first. 20Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If
God will be with me and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21so
that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God, 22and this stone, which I have set
up for a pillar, shall be God’s house. And of all that you give me I will give a full tenth to you.”
As a child, I was introduced to Jesus by my faithful parents and so I also introduced my daughters to the
Lord as well. But I noticed both in my case and with my own children that childish faith that was imparted by
parents needed to almost be shrugged off so that something more personal and mature could replace it.
Now please don’t get me wrong here. I’m not supporting “decision theology” – not at all. What I’m saying is
that eventually, in a maturing Christian, the faith must become your own. You don’t believe it because your
Mom and Dad said to. You believe because it’s true.
So far, God has made Himself known to Abraham and Isaac. Now it is time for Jacob to get to know God, up
close and personal. Most certainly he knew the stories of Abraham’s journey with God. He had probably also
been told the story of Abraham and Isaac’s trip up the mountain where Isaac almost was sacrificed. That
would be one you would repeat for years. But until this point in Jacob’s story, he has had no personal
interaction with the Father that we are told about. Now, as he runs from certain death at the hands of his
brother he is confronted by God and thus begins his own personal walk of faith. God comes to Jacob and
reiterates the promise that was made to his grandfather and father. Even though Jacob has left his
homeland, God has come with him and will stay with him. The people held a belief at that time that the
“gods” were territorial gods. If you left a geographical location you also surrendered the protection of the
"god" who ruled that land. Jacob is learning first hand that with Yahweh this is not the case. He is not bound
by geography. God also promises Jacob that he will return to the land he is leaving, and it will belong to his
people.
Jacob’s response is immediate. He sets up a “standing stone” made from the rock that was his pillow during
the dream; right there where God came to him so that it would always be remembered that God is faithful
and the keeper of promises. I find verse 20 interesting as we hear Jacob’s response to this dream. His vow
starts with “If”. He’s going to let God go first. You keep Your promise to keep me safe and bring me back
here, and I’ll give you 10%. It is a vow made out of immaturity. His faith still needs to grow up. But at least
he’s trying. He has had a personal encounter with God and he is being changed. We will find that it takes
several years for Jacob to truly become God’s man. His deceiving ways are difficult to give up. But eventually
it happens. It is my prayer for you that each day draws you into a deeper relationship with the Father. May
you find that your maturity level grows with your age. And hey, maybe you could build a few standing stones
along the way to remember all that God has done in and with you.
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Process – Genesis 29:1-14
1
Then Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the people of the east. 2As he looked, he saw a well in
the field, and behold, three flocks of sheep lying beside it, for out of that well the flocks were watered. The stone
on the well’s mouth was large, 3and when all the flocks were gathered there, the shepherds would roll the stone
from the mouth of the well and water the sheep, and put the stone back in its place over the mouth of the well.
4
Jacob said to them, “My brothers, where do you come from?” They said, “We are from Haran.” 5He said to them,
“Do you know Laban the son of Nahor?” They said, “We know him.” 6He said to them, “Is it well with him?” They
said, “It is well; and see, Rachel his daughter is coming with the sheep!” 7He said, “Behold, it is still high day; it is
not time for the livestock to be gathered together. Water the sheep and go, pasture them.” 8But they said, “We
cannot until all the flocks are gathered together and the stone is rolled from the mouth of the well; then we water
the sheep.” 9While he was still speaking with them, Rachel came with her father’s sheep, for she was a
shepherdess. 10Now as soon as Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother’s brother, and the sheep of
Laban his mother’s brother, Jacob came near and rolled the stone from the well’s mouth and watered the flock of
Laban his mother’s brother. 11Then Jacob kissed Rachel and wept aloud. 12And Jacob told Rachel that he was her
father’s kinsman, and that he was Rebekah’s son, and she ran and told her father. 13As soon as Laban heard the
news about Jacob, his sister’s son, he ran to meet him and embraced him and kissed him and brought him to his
house. Jacob told Laban all these things, 14and Laban said to him, “Surely you are my bone and my flesh!” And he
stayed with him a month.
Just as Abraham sent his servant to get a wife for his son, Isaac, so Jacob now goes to the same people
to find a wife for himself. This is a new Jacob. He has been touched by the living God and seems a little
more willing to be led. At the well he meets the love of his life (Rachel) and is given some rather
impressive physical strength (by God) to move the well stone in order to help her water her flock. It’s a
good introduction to the future for him. He and Rachel have a great “how I met the love of my life”
story to tell the grandkids.
The difference between Jacob’s story before he met with God and after is that now he knows that his
life is in God’s hands. It will take some time for him to mature into an understanding of that reality, but
he seems to be working with it, at least for the moment. That’s one of the blessings of becoming aware
of these Old Testament stories. We get to see that life in God’s Kingdom is a process, not a destination.
Of course, eternity in heaven is a destination – but that comes after death. In the meantime, we are here
where God wants us, living out His will and His ways for us. It’s a process.
Having been given the time to do some serious thinking this summer, I am even more acutely aware of
the massive changes God has made in my character over the last few decades. Being on the older side
is certainly rewarding in terms of perspective. Reflecting back and seeing where God has worked in your
life is a rewarding experience. Our hero, Jacob, is just beginning that process and his life is in for some
changes. But God’s faithful guidance and presence is what makes the difference – in his life and in ours.
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Living Object Lesson – Genesis 29:21-30
15
Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me,
what shall your wages be?” 16Now Laban had two daughters. The name of the older was Leah, and the name of
the younger was Rachel. 17Leah’s eyes were weak, but Rachel was beautiful in form and appearance. 18Jacob loved
Rachel. And he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” 19Laban said, “It is better that
I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.” 20So Jacob served seven years for
Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her. 21Then Jacob said to Laban,
“Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” 22So Laban gathered together all the people
of the place and made a feast. 23But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob, and he
went in to her. 24(Laban gave his female servant Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her servant.) 25And in the
morning, behold, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with
you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” 26Laban said, “It is not so done in our country, to give the
younger before the firstborn. 27Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for
serving me another seven years.” 28Jacob did so, and completed her week. Then Laban gave him his daughter
Rachel to be his wife. 29(Laban gave his female servant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel to be her servant.) 30So Jacob
went in to Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than Leah, and served Laban for another seven years.
It would appear that Jacob the deceiver has landed on his feet. While he is living in exile from his family
and home he has come into the company of people who appear to accept him with open arms. There’s
a beautiful woman to love and work for and life is good. He strikes a deal with his Uncle Laban to marry
this most beautiful woman and everything seems to be flowing in a positive direction. Then, the
deceiver is deceived himself. Laban slips his older daughter into the wedding dress and marries her off
to Jacob instead. (One can only assume that he was majorly drunk, or stupid, or I don’t know. How do
you sleep with the wrong woman????) Jacob traded the younger for the older when dealing with his
own brother, and now Laban trades the older for the younger with his daughters. The irony cannot be
missed. Jacob accepts his situation and agrees to another seven years labor for the woman he actually
wants to marry. What looks like a difficult situation to me is how these two women are going to live
under the same roof married to the same man. Jacob is very open about the fact that he loves Rachel
more than Leah and that can only lead in to a bad place. I’ve always felt sorry for Leah. She didn’t
deserve the treatment she received from both her father and her husband.
Sir Walter Scott said in his poem, Marmion, “Oh what a tangled web we weave, when first we practice to
deceive!” (1808). While Scott wasn’t referencing the story of Jacob, he could have been. Jacob finally
knows what it feels like to be on the receiving end of this kind of pain. But, to Jacob’s credit, he takes it
in and forges on with the path before him. All of us can be guilty of deception. Manipulating a situation
so that it turns out the way we want it too is a classic human experience. What we are actually doing is
playing into another game from the master, Satan. He is the father of all lies and when we walk in that
neighborhood, we are doing his work. Jesus Himself tells us in John 8:44,

“You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from
the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he
speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”
Clearly, God is not the author of Jacob plan, or Laban's. But He does use these men to work His plan.
God allowing Laban to deceive Jacob serves as a great object lesson for what can happen when you use
your own deceptive plans to get your way rather than waiting on God to work it out. Hopefully for
Jacob, this will be a lesson learned.
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A Nation Is Born – Genesis 29:31-30:24
31
When the Lord saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb, but Rachel was barren. 32And Leah conceived
and bore a son, and she called his name Reuben, for she said, “Because the Lord has looked upon my affliction; for
now my husband will love me.” 33She conceived again and bore a son, and said, “Because the Lord has heard that I
am hated, he has given me this son also.” And she called his name Simeon. 34Again she conceived and bore a son,
and said, “Now this time my husband will be attached to me, because I have borne him three sons.” Therefore his
name was called Levi. 35And she conceived again and bore a son, and said, “This time I will praise the Lord.”
Therefore she called his name Judah. Then she ceased bearing. 30:1When Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no
children, she envied her sister. She said to Jacob, “Give me children, or I shall die!” 2Jacob’s anger was kindled
against Rachel, and he said, “Am I in the place of God, who has withheld from you the fruit of the womb?” 3Then
she said, “Here is my servant Bilhah; go in to her, so that she may give birth on my behalf, that even I may have
children through her.” 4So she gave him her servant Bilhah as a wife, and Jacob went in to her. 5And Bilhah
conceived and bore Jacob a son. 6Then Rachel said, “God has judged me, and has also heard my voice and given
me a son.” Therefore she called his name Dan. 7Rachel’s servant Bilhah conceived again and bore Jacob a second
son. 8Then Rachel said, “With mighty wrestlings I have wrestled with my sister and have prevailed.” So she called
his name Naphtali. 9When Leah saw that she had ceased bearing children, she took her servant Zilpah and gave
her to Jacob as a wife. 10Then Leah’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a son. 11And Leah said, “Good fortune has come!”
so she called his name Gad. 12Leah’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a second son. 13And Leah said, “Happy am I! For
women have called me happy.” So she called his name Asher. 14In the days of wheat harvest Reuben went and
found mandrakes in the field and brought them to his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah, “Please give me
some of your son’s mandrakes.” 15But she said to her, “Is it a small matter that you have taken away my husband?
Would you take away my son’s mandrakes also?” Rachel said, “Then he may lie with you tonight in exchange for
your son’s mandrakes.” 16When Jacob came from the field in the evening, Leah went out to meet him and said,
“You must come in to me, for I have hired you with my son’s mandrakes.” So he lay with her that night. 17And God
listened to Leah, and she conceived and bore Jacob a fifth son. 18Leah said, “God has given me my wages because
I gave my servant to my husband.” So she called his name Issachar. 19And Leah conceived again, and she bore
Jacob a sixth son. 20Then Leah said, “God has endowed me with a good endowment; now my husband will honor
me, because I have borne him six sons.” So she called his name Zebulun. 21Afterward she bore a daughter and
called her name Dinah. 22Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her womb. 23She
conceived and bore a son and said, “God has taken away my reproach.” 24And she called his name Joseph, saying,
“May the Lord add to me another son!”
When you condense the story of Jacob’s family down into one reading – well,
it’s pretty bizarre. Here’s one man, married to sisters, who include their
personal servants in the mix and wow – what a mess. It is possible that Jacob
was living with 4 women who may have actually been pregnant all at the same
time. We’re not told how long it takes Jacob to grow this family into 4 wives
and 12 children (number 13 comes
along later), but it seems to happen in
less than 10 years. This all happens
while he serves out his second 7 years
with Laban, so we know it takes at
least that long. As for the wives; Leah
is just trying to get Jacob to love her
and Rachel wants to eliminate the
negative stigma that went along with
being childless. Jacob left a dysfunctional family behind only to
create a new one.
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What’s with the mandrakes, you may ask. They are a root vegetable that tends to grow in the pattern
resembling the lower half of the human body. As such, they were believed to have “magical” powers to
bring about a pregnancy. Rachel and Leah were not above using whatever means they could think of to
create children.
Ultimately, God creates a huge nation out of this rather wild
family situation. Out of all these sons, only three of them
figure largely in God’s story. Levi, (the third son of Leah), is
the father of the priest class, Joseph (the first son of Rachel)
is the one who saves God’s people from starvation, and
Judah (the fourth son of Leah) is the line through which God
brings the Messiah. While Rachel was the wife that Jacob
loved the most, Leah is the woman through whom God
sends us Jesus. God’s plans are never bound by our ideas or
desires.
Whenever I read a story such as this in the Bible I am reminded that there is nothing new under the sun.
Our dysfunctions and foibles are nothing new. No matter what we get ourselves into, God’s plan will
always emerge triumphant. I’m fairly certain that Jacob often looked around at his 4 wives and 13
children and just shook his head. There must have been moments of absolute chaos among fighting
women and numerous children born very close together. But, it was the life that Jacob chose to have,
and it was the family through which God chose to bless the world.

Superstition – Genesis 30:25-43
25
As soon as Rachel had borne Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, “Send me away, that I may go to my own home and
country. 26Give me my wives and my children for whom I have served you, that I may go, for you know the service
that I have given you.” 27But Laban said to him, “If I have found favor in your sight, I have learned by divination
that the Lord has blessed me because of you. 28Name your wages, and I will give it.” 29Jacob said to him, “You
yourself know how I have served you, and how your livestock has fared with me. 30For you had little before I came,
and it has increased abundantly, and the Lord has blessed you wherever I turned. But now when shall I provide for
my own household also?” 31He said, “What shall I give you?” Jacob said, “You shall not give me anything. If you will
do this for me, I will again pasture your flock and keep it: 32let me pass through all your flock today, removing
from it every speckled and spotted sheep and every black lamb, and the spotted and speckled among the goats,
and they shall be my wages. 33So my honesty will answer for me later, when you come to look into my wages with
you. Every one that is not speckled and spotted among the goats and black among the lambs, if found with me,
shall be counted stolen.” 34Laban said, “Good! Let it be as you have said.” 35But that day Laban removed the male
goats that were striped and spotted, and all the female goats that were speckled and spotted, every one that had
white on it, and every lamb that was black, and put them in the charge of his sons. 36And he set a distance of three
days’ journey between himself and Jacob, and Jacob pastured the rest of Laban’s flock. 37Then Jacob took fresh
sticks of poplar and almond and plane trees, and peeled white streaks in them, exposing the white of the sticks.
38
He set the sticks that he had peeled in front of the flocks in the troughs, that is, the watering places, where the
flocks came to drink. And since they bred when they came to drink, 39the flocks bred in front of the sticks and so
the flocks brought forth striped, speckled, and spotted. 40And Jacob separated the lambs and set the faces of the
flocks toward the striped and all the black in the flock of Laban. He put his own droves apart and did not put them
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with Laban’s flock. 41Whenever the stronger of the flock were breeding, Jacob would lay the sticks in the troughs
before the eyes of the flock, that they might breed among the sticks, 42but for the feebler of the flock he would
not lay them there. So the feebler would be Laban’s, and the stronger Jacob’s. 43Thus the man increased greatly
and had large flocks, female servants and male servants, and camels and donkeys.

After seeing Rachel and Leah believe in the power of the mandrake to bring them children we now see
that Jacob too has his share of belief in superstition. But that does not stop God from continuing to
work His plan. “God must overcome their unheroic weakness in order to let good come out of evil”.
(Roehrs, W. H., & Franzmann, M. H. ©1998Concordia Self-Study Commentary (Vol. 1, p. 45). St. Louis, MO: CPH.)

God will later tell His people (in Exodus) not to practice divination, which is what Jacob had going with
his poplar trees and mating in front of the white branches. It was a ridiculous notion, but God puts that
aside so that He might bless Jacob with large and healthy flocks. As we look at Jacob’s actions and
wonder why he thought that would work, we might also examine our own lives for things that we do
that may not be so smart either. All the time I hear people say, “knock on wood” (to ensure that
something bad doesn’t happen) or play a series of numbers on the lottery they consider lucky that day.
As people who believe in a sovereign God, we know that there is no such thing as luck or “knocking on
wood” to help us out.
Also of note in this passage: we find that Laban is once again playing cagey with Jacob. After the deal
has been struck for Jacob to receive all of the lambs and kids that are born with spots, speckles, or
stripes, we find Laban removing all such animals from the herds. Laban is still willing to make Jacob’s
success as difficult as possible. This is not a roadblock for God though. There are plenty of strong
spotted, speckled, and striped animals born to swell Jacob’s flocks and herds. When God is working His
plan, it doesn’t matter what we do to try and change things. It’s not going to work.
To bring that truth to even more light, let’s remember the story of the Passion of Jesus. Both Peter and
Judas stood in front of Jesus in their respective ways, trying to keep Him from the Cross. In neither case
did it work, for God’s plan was that He should die because of our sin. God’s will, God’s way – that’s it.

Political Maneuvering – Genesis 31:22-55
22
When it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob had fled, 23he took his kinsmen with him and pursued him
for seven days and followed close after him into the hill country of Gilead. 24But God came to Laban the Aramean
in a dream by night and said to him, “Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good or bad.” 25And Laban
overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the hill country, and Laban with his kinsmen pitched tents in
the hill country of Gilead. 26And Laban said to Jacob, “What have you done, that you have tricked me and driven
away my daughters like captives of the sword? 27Why did you flee secretly and trick me, and did not tell me, so
that I might have sent you away with mirth and songs, with tambourine and lyre? 28And why did you not permit
me to kiss my sons and my daughters farewell? Now you have done foolishly. 29It is in my power to do you harm.
But the God of your father spoke to me last night, saying, ‘Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good or
bad.’ 30And now you have gone away because you longed greatly for your father’s house, but why did you steal
my gods?” 31Jacob answered and said to Laban, “Because I was afraid, for I thought that you would take your
daughters from me by force. 32Anyone with whom you find your gods shall not live. In the presence of our
kinsmen point out what I have that is yours, and take it.” Now Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen them.
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33

So Laban went into Jacob’s tent and into Leah’s tent and into the tent of the two female servants, but he did not
find them. And he went out of Leah’s tent and entered Rachel’s. 34Now Rachel had taken the household gods and
put them in the camel’s saddle and sat on them. Laban felt all about the tent, but did not find them. 35And she
said to her father, “Let not my lord be angry that I cannot rise before you, for the way of women is upon me.” So
he searched but did not find the household gods. 36Then Jacob became angry and berated Laban. Jacob said to
Laban, “What is my offense? What is my sin, that you have hotly pursued me? 37For you have felt through all my
goods; what have you found of all your household goods? Set it here before my kinsmen and your kinsmen, that
they may decide between us two. 38These twenty years I have been with you. Your ewes and your female goats
have not miscarried, and I have not eaten the rams of your flocks. 39What was torn by wild beasts I did not bring
to you. I bore the loss of it myself. From my hand you required it, whether stolen by day or stolen by night. 40There
I was: by day the heat consumed me, and the cold by night, and my sleep fled from my eyes. 41These twenty years
I have been in your house. I served you fourteen years for your two daughters, and six years for your flock, and
you have changed my wages ten times. 42If the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had
not been on my side, surely now you would have sent me away empty-handed. God saw my affliction and the
labor of my hands and rebuked you last night.” 43Then Laban answered and said to Jacob, “The daughters are my
daughters, the children are my children, the flocks are my flocks, and all that you see is mine. But what can I do
this day for these my daughters or for their children whom they have borne? 44Come now, let us make a covenant,
you and I. And let it be a witness between you and me.” 45So Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar. 46And
Jacob said to his kinsmen, “Gather stones.” And they took stones and made a heap, and they ate there by the
heap. 47Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha, but Jacob called it Galeed. 48Laban said, “This heap is a witness between
you and me today.” Therefore he named it Galeed, 49and Mizpah, for he said, “The Lord watch between you and
me, when we are out of one another’s sight. 50If you oppress my daughters, or if you take wives besides my
daughters, although no one is with us, see, God is witness between you and me.” 51Then Laban said to Jacob, “See
this heap and the pillar, which I have set between you and me. 52This heap is a witness, and the pillar is a witness,
that I will not pass over this heap to you, and you will not pass over this heap and this pillar to me, to do harm.
53
The God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, judge between us.” So Jacob swore by the
Fear of his father Isaac, 54and Jacob offered a sacrifice in the hill country and called his kinsmen to eat bread. They
ate bread and spent the night in the hill country. 55 Early in the morning Laban arose and kissed his grandchildren
and his daughters and blessed them. Then Laban departed and returned home.

Right now, the United States is in the midst of a governmental shut-down. The ramifications of that
shut-down are yet to be fully realized. In the meantime, we sit out here in America and watch as the
“leaders” talk and maneuver. It all seems extremely ridiculous and like a tremendous waste of time and
resources. As Jacob flees Laban’s country, we find a similar situation between these two leaders. They
are both trying to maintain the upper hand and it seems ridiculous. But, upon close scrutiny, we find
that this is the first real opportunity for Jacob to stand up and be the leader of his people exerting the
strength that God has given to him. Laban makes accusations and Jacob looks them squarely in the
face. (The fact that Rachel did indeed steal a “household god” really isn’t the issue here. Jacob did not
know about the theft. Plus, that “god” was simply a block of wood or stone – there was no power
because only God is God. Although she does display a rather disappointing willingness to worship an
idol.) Jacob is within his rights because God says he is, so Laban is coming from a position of complete
weakness. While both he and Jacob know this to be true, Laban at least puts on a good show of
pseudo-power.
We always have to ask ourselves why we engage in power struggles with one another. It has happened
to all of us. It is part of the human condition. When that 2-year-old stomps their foot and screams “No”,
that’s the beginning. My first word (according to my mother) was “self.” I wanted to do it myself. I was
the one in control. The struggle for power begins early. Laban feels a need to exert his power over
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Jacob just has he had been allowed to do for 20 years. That didn’t make it right, but it was the reality
between those two men. Now God has made a move and the situation has changed. The power has
shifted. All Laban can do is accept his new reality and go back home. He really should have been
grateful that God removed Jacob rather than giving him all of the power over Laban in his own land.
Jesus is the perfect example of maintaining the proper power balance. Of course He was never out of
control – ever. During His suffering and crucifixion, it looked like He had lost everything. But in reality,
He was still the One in power. It was His choice to go to the cross for us. The Jews and Romans were
merely the tools of God in that entire scene. Even when He wrangled with the Pharisees verbally, we
find that the Pharisees always walk away frustrated and defeated. While Laban and Jacob thought they
were battling with one another, they were actually acting out the plans of God. You can struggle for
power, but in the end, God is the only true power there is.

Detention – Genesis 32:1-21
1
Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 2And when Jacob saw them he said, “This is God’s camp!”
So he called the name of that place Mahanaim. 3And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother in the
land of Seir, the country of Edom, 4instructing them, “Thus you shall say to my lord Esau: Thus says your servant
Jacob, ‘I have sojourned with Laban and stayed until now. 5I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, male servants, and female
servants. I have sent to tell my lord, in order that I may find favor in your sight.’” 6And the messengers returned to
Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother Esau, and he is coming to meet you, and there are four hundred men
with him.” 7Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed. He divided the people who were with him, and the flocks
and herds and camels, into two camps, 8thinking, “If Esau comes to the one camp and attacks it, then the camp
that is left will escape.” 9And Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O Lord who
said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your kindred, that I may do you good,’ 10I am not worthy of the least of
all the deeds of steadfast love and all the faithfulness that you have shown to your servant, for with only my staff I
crossed this Jordan, and now I have become two camps. 11Please deliver me from the hand of my brother, from
the hand of Esau, for I fear him, that he may come and attack me, the mothers with the children. 12But you said, ‘I
will surely do you good, and make your offspring as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for
multitude.’” 13So he stayed there that night, and from what he had with him he took a present for his brother Esau,
14
two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, 15thirty milking camels
and their calves, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys. 16These he handed over
to his servants, every drove by itself, and said to his servants, “Pass on ahead of me and put a space between
drove and drove.” 17He instructed the first, “When Esau my brother meets you and asks you, ‘To whom do you
belong? Where are you going? And whose are these ahead of you?’ 18then you shall say, ‘They belong to your
servant Jacob. They are a present sent to my lord Esau. And moreover, he is behind us.’” 19He likewise instructed
the second and the third and all who followed the droves, “You shall say the same thing to Esau when you find
him, 20and you shall say, ‘Moreover, your servant Jacob is behind us.’ ” For he thought, “I may appease him with
the present that goes ahead of me, and afterward I shall see his face. Perhaps he will accept me.” 21So the present
passed on ahead of him, and he himself stayed that night in the camp.
There is an incident from my life as a first grader that still hangs with me today. For some reason (which
is completely gone from my memory at this point) my entire class got in trouble. We were made to stay
after school for 10 minutes past the final bell with our heads down on our desk. I was terrified. That
meant I was going to get home 10 minutes late and then my parents would find out that I was
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punished for something at school. My dad was always very clear about the fact that if you were
punished for something at school, you would be punished again at home. He was on the teacher’s side
- always. That entire day I was on pins and needles. How would I explain this to my dad? I can
remember that anxiety as if it happened yesterday! Needless to say, when I was finally released from my
detention along with the rest of the class, I ran all the way home as fast as I possibly could. When I
finally came in the door my mom looked up from cooking dinner and said, “Hi. How was your day?” She
didn’t even notice that I was a couple of minutes late! I wasn’t going to be punished again! I was
released from the terror of the unknown. (Weird what we remember, eh?)
Moses, the writer of Genesis, does a great job as he records this history of including us the readers in
the drama. As the story unfolds, neither we nor Jacob know whether Esau is going to still be
murderously angry or if he has mellowed over the years and will be peaceable. It could go either way.
The anxiety over the anticipated punishment is almost palpable. Jacob is on pins and needles. Not only
does he have himself to worry about, he also has the responsibility of all of his wives and children as
well. He is basically at Esau’s mercy. Will Esau be gracious or have a long memory of the injuries of the
past? With this question in mind Jacob formulates a plan that he hopes will save at least some of his
family. He divides his people into two groups (camps) and then sends a vast fortune ahead of himself as
a gift to Esau. Maybe if he sweetens Esau up a bit with gifts, the bad blood between them will be
mitigated. And – he prays. He asks God to bend Esau’s heart away from revenge. Clearly, Jacob still has
some learning to do in regard to God’s power and God’s promises. Both are immutable, but Jacob
doesn’t seem to trust that yet. Jacob the schemer is still just that – a schemer.
Only 2% of the things that cause us worry actually come about. Wish I had known that back in the first
grade! And when we’re worried we start to scheme and plan. There must be a way out of this trouble!
What I love about this story is that while Jacob does indeed come up with a plan, he prays first! Here we
have an indication that maybe he’s actually growing in his faith and learning to count on God. It is a
positive sign. If we take nothing else from this reading it might be that to pray first is always a good
idea. (Oh, and by the way – I came clean with my parents about the detention at the dinner table that
night. They were unconcerned.)

Wrestle – Genesis 32:22-32
22
The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven children, and crossed
the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and everything else that he had. 24And
Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 25When the man saw that he did
not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him.
26
Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”
27
And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be
called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him,
“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob
called the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.”
31
The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 32Therefore to this day the people of
Israel do not eat the sinew of the thigh that is on the hip socket, because he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip on
the sinew of the thigh.
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Jacob has struggled throughout his life with various people. First he struggled with Esau to see who
would emerge first from the womb and later for the birthright. As an adult, he struggles with his father
for the blessing of the oldest child, then with Laban for property and wealth and now finally he
wrangles with God Himself. This wrestling match is the pinnacle of struggles, ending with a name
change and a lifelong limp. This personal encounter with God leaves him forever a different man, both
physically and spiritually.
There has been much discussion over the centuries of just exactly who this mystery combatant might
be. Clearly, from the text itself we learn that Jacob though it was God. He names the location of the
wrestling match “Peniel” which means “face of God.” It would appear that God (Jesus – a Christophany
or Theophany) appears to Jacob in human form and allows Himself the weaknesses associated with
mere human strength. It would be ridiculous to imagine that God is not stronger than a man. But He
apparently chooses to level the playing field in order for Jacob to learn this lesson although in the end,
it takes merely a touch from God to put Jacob’s hip out of joint – for the rest of his life. When we tangle
with God, we are forever changed. God also changes Jacob’s name to Israel; thus we have the Children
of Israel. Israel means “he struggles with God.” A fitting change.
Many have asked me over the years if it is okay to struggle with God – to be angry with Him and argue
with Him. The answer is always a resounding “yes.” Of course God is big enough to take your anger or
your frustration. It’s always the right thing to do when you are sharing your honest feelings and
thoughts with Him. But from this story we learn that when we wrangle with God, He will bring about the
changes that need to happen in our lives. We will be altered according to His will for us. I would gladly
limp for my entire life if it were God’s way of changing my character and drawing me into His will.

Meeting Up with Your Past – Genesis 33:1-20
1
And Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, Esau was coming, and four hundred men with him. So he
divided the children among Leah and Rachel and the two female servants. 2And he put the servants with their
children in front, then Leah with her children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. 3He himself went on before them,
bowing himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. 4But Esau ran to meet him and
embraced him and fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept. 5And when Esau lifted up his eyes and saw the
women and children, he said, “Who are these with you?” Jacob said, “The children whom God has graciously given
your servant.” 6Then the servants drew near, they and their children, and bowed down. 7Leah likewise and her
children drew near and bowed down. And last Joseph and Rachel drew near, and they bowed down. 8Esau said,
“What do you mean by all this company that I met?” Jacob answered, “To find favor in the sight of my lord.” 9But
Esau said, “I have enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself.” 10Jacob said, “No, please, if I have found
favor in your sight, then accept my present from my hand. For I have seen your face, which is like seeing the face
of God, and you have accepted me. 11Please accept my blessing that is brought to you, because God has dealt
graciously with me, and because I have enough.” Thus he urged him, and he took it. 12Then Esau said, “Let us
journey on our way, and I will go ahead of you.” 13But Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that the children are frail,
and that the nursing flocks and herds are a care to me. If they are driven hard for one day, all the flocks will die.
14
Let my lord pass on ahead of his servant, and I will lead on slowly, at the pace of the livestock that are ahead of
me and at the pace of the children, until I come to my lord in Seir.” 15So Esau said, “Let me leave with you some of
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the people who are with me.” But he said, “What need is there? Let me find favor in the sight of my lord.” 16So
Esau returned that day on his way to Seir. 17But Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built himself a house and made
booths for his livestock. Therefore the name of the place is called Succoth. 18And Jacob came safely to the city of
Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, on his way from Paddan-aram, and he camped before the city. 19And
from the sons of Hamor, Shechem’s father, he bought for a hundred pieces of money the piece of land on which
he had pitched his tent. 20There he erected an altar and called it El-Elohe-Israel.

Jacob is about to meet up with his past. Over
20 years after deceiving Isaac and Esau for the
blessing of the oldest son, Jacob wants to go
home. That means facing up to lies he told
Isaac and the sneaky way he dealt with Esau.
Jacob is nervous and rightfully so. He has
absolutely no idea what the reception will be
like. He could be facing a slaughter both for
himself and his whole (now quite large) family.
Now the Lord has informed him that all will be
well. God’s protective hand is all over Jacob
and his family. But instead of trusting that
promise outright, Jacob takes elaborate
measure to smooth over any hard feelings
Esau may still hold. He sends numerous flocks
and herds ahead of his family as gifts to
sweeten the reunion. He then lines up his
family member apparently in the order of
importance (kind of shameful) so that Rachel
and Joseph will have the most protection. Then
there is nothing to do but to move forward
and face Esau. Much to everyone’s surprise and
relief, Esau is gracious and welcoming. He is
overjoyed to see Jacob again! What Jacob
displays is joy and relief that this is not going
be the death of his family; but he also is still
very cautious, and plays is rather cagey.
Esau has settled in the region south of The Salt Sea known as Seir. See the map above. I have marked
Shechem where Jacob settled with a star. Seir, which is south of the Salt Sea is also marked with a star.
Jacob tells Esau that he will join him where he has settled at a slower pace. But then he doesn’t keep
that promise. He stops miles (over 100) away from where Esau is living. While the reunion may have
been a good experience, Jacob still doesn’t trust that Esau won’t take revenge. Seir (which means “hairy”
– remember, Esau was a very hairy person), where Esau is obviously the tribal leader, is located almost
5,000 feet above sea level on red sandstone. (Esau also means “red”.) He’s made a good life for himself
and is clearly very wealthy himself. God has blessed him as well as Jacob. While Jacob is learning how to
trust God, it is a long slow lesson. He may be at peace with Esau, but he makes sure to stay clear.
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Our past is our past. You can't change it. There is no way for Jacob to go back and undo the deceit that
he perpetrated on his brother and father. There are several parts of my life where I would love to have a
do-over. But that's not going to happen. Instead, I need to learn from those mistakes and try not to
take them into my future. I also hold those past sins before the Lord and accept His forgiveness where I
have sinned. That's hard for most of us, as we sometimes seem to want to continue to be punished for
those sins. But that is not God's way. He forgives our sins and chooses not to see us through those sins.
The past may be something to learn from, but is not meant to drag us down for the rest of our lives.
That is not living in the freedom that God's grace gives us. Learn from the past but don't live in the past.
That can be tough, but it can also be life altering.

Dinah: What a Story – Genesis 34:1-31
1
Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to see the women of the land. 2And
when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her, he seized her and lay with her and
humiliated her. 3And his soul was drawn to Dinah the daughter of Jacob. He loved the young woman and spoke
tenderly to her. 4So Shechem spoke to his father Hamor, saying, “Get me this girl for my wife.” 5Now Jacob heard
that he had defiled his daughter Dinah. But his sons were with his livestock in the field, so Jacob held his peace
until they came. 6And Hamor the father of Shechem went out to Jacob to speak with him. 7The sons of Jacob had
come in from the field as soon as they heard of it, and the men were indignant and very angry, because he had
done an outrageous thing in Israel by lying with Jacob’s daughter, for such a thing must not be done. 8But Hamor
spoke with them, saying, “The soul of my son Shechem longs for your daughter. Please give her to him to be his
wife. 9Make marriages with us. Give your daughters to us, and take our daughters for yourselves. 10You shall dwell
with us, and the land shall be open to you. Dwell and trade in it, and get property in it.” 11Shechem also said to her
father and to her brothers, “Let me find favor in your eyes, and whatever you say to me I will give. 12Ask me for as
great a bride-price and gift as you will, and I will give whatever you say to me. Only give me the young woman to
be my wife.” 13The sons of Jacob answered Shechem and his father Hamor deceitfully, because he had defiled their
sister Dinah. 14They said to them, “We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one who is uncircumcised, for that
would be a disgrace to us. 15Only on this condition will we agree with you—that you will become as we are by
every male among you being circumcised. 16Then we will give our daughters to you, and we will take your
daughters to ourselves, and we will dwell with you and become one people. 17But if you will not listen to us and
be circumcised, then we will take our daughter, and we will be gone.” 18Their words pleased Hamor and Hamor’s
son Shechem. 19And the young man did not delay to do the thing, because he delighted in Jacob’s daughter. Now
he was the most honored of all his father’s house. 20So Hamor and his son Shechem came to the gate of their city
and spoke to the men of their city, saying, 21“These men are at peace with us; let them dwell in the land and trade
in it, for behold, the land is large enough for them. Let us take their daughters as wives, and let us give them our
daughters. 22Only on this condition will the men agree to dwell with us to become one people—when every male
among us is circumcised as they are circumcised. 23Will not their livestock, their property and all their beasts be
ours? Only let us agree with them, and they will dwell with us.” 24And all who went out of the gate of his city
listened to Hamor and his son Shechem, and every male was circumcised, all who went out of the gate of his city.
25
On the third day, when they were sore, two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, took their
swords and came against the city while it felt secure and killed all the males. 26They killed Hamor and his son
Shechem with the sword and took Dinah out of Shechem’s house and went away. 27The sons of Jacob came upon
the slain and plundered the city, because they had defiled their sister. 28They took their flocks and their herds,
their donkeys, and whatever was in the city and in the field. 29All their wealth, all their little ones and their wives, all
that was in the houses, they captured and plundered. 30Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have brought
trouble on me by making me stink to the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites and the Perizzites. My numbers
are few, and if they gather themselves against me and attack me, I shall be destroyed, both I and my household.”
31
But they said, “Should he treat our sister like a prostitute?”
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This is one of those chapters in the Bible where you just have to throw up your hands (and maybe your
lunch) and wonder what God’s people were thinking. The fact that God chooses to include this sordid
little story in His Book proves that He holds nothing back. The story of Dinah and the Shechemites
(actually Hivites) is truly one of those events you would rather not acknowledge as coming from the
annals of God’s history. But here it is in all its glory. (If you didn’t bother to read the text, maybe your
curiosity is piqued and now you will go read it!)
And so, what do we make of this event in the life of Jacob’s sons and daughter? While the entire book
of Genesis proves to us that God’s plan to save His people was always the intention, we cannot in any
way attribute this slaughter of the Hivites to God. That was a plan devised and carried out by Levi and
Simeon – alone. Not even Jacob was consulted for he clearly finds the whole thing repugnant. After this
story we never hear from Dinah again. The text remains silent about the rest of her life. Despite the
grime details of the story, God’s plan goes forward. While it was not Abraham’s will that Isaac should
marry outside of their faith, neither is that pleasing to God. Levi and Simeon did the wrong thing for the
right reason. I give them credit for at least caring that their sister had suffered a violent attack. Just
because Shechem claimed to love Dinah did not make his taking her by force acceptable. Rape is rape.
No means no.
There really isn’t much I can think of to apply this story to our lives. We don’t know what Dinah did with
this event in her own life. We do know that Jacob was angry, the brothers satisfied with their vengeance,
and God’s plan moves forward. Simeon loses his place as the eldest brother in the midst of God’s plan,
and due to a few other events (like Reuben sleeping with his father’s concubine) the role of eldest lands
on Judah, who then becomes the great ….. great grandfather of Jesus. Outside of that, it is a pretty
shameful event in the lives of God’s people. I guess we all have those.

Full Circle – Genesis 35:1-15
1
God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there. Make an altar there to the God who appeared to you
when you fled from your brother Esau.” 2So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, “Put away
the foreign gods that are among you and purify yourselves and change your garments. 3Then let us arise and go
up to Bethel, so that I may make there an altar to the God who answers me in the day of my distress and has been
with me wherever I have gone.” 4So they gave to Jacob all the foreign gods that they had, and the rings that were
in their ears. Jacob hid them under the terebinth tree that was near Shechem. 5And as they journeyed, a terror
from God fell upon the cities that were around them, so that they did not pursue the sons of Jacob. 6And Jacob
came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of Canaan, he and all the people who were with him, 7and there
he built an altar and called the place El-bethel, because there God had revealed himself to him when he fled from
his brother. 8And Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, and she was buried under an oak below Bethel. So he called its
name Allon-bacuth. 9God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed him. 10And
God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; no longer shall your name be called Jacob, but Israel shall be your name.”
So he called his name Israel. 11And God said to him, “I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply. A nation and a
company of nations shall come from you, and kings shall come from your own body. 12The land that I gave to
Abraham and Isaac I will give to you, and I will give the land to your offspring after you.” 13Then God went up from
him in the place where he had spoken with him. 14And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he had spoken with
him, a pillar of stone. He poured out a drink offering on it and poured oil on it. 15So Jacob called the name of the
place where God had spoken with him Bethel.
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Jacob’s journey away from his homeland, away from The Promised Land, is over. He has gone out into
the world, been granted wives, children, and wealth by God and now returns home. He has been
welcomed rather than slaughtered by Esau and God’s promises are about to bear great fruit. Upon his
return, God meets with him again and repeats the covenant to Jacob (now Israel) that He made with
Abraham. Jacob will see the nation of God’s people rising out of his own sons. It is time to get serious
about his devotion to God alone. In that vein Jacob demands that all of the idols his family members
have brought with them from the north be destroyed. He gathers all of them together and buries them.
This is now a one-God family; the worship the True God alone who will no longer tolerate their idolatry.
Where does God tell Jacob to settle his family? He directs Jacob back to the location where God first
came to Jacob in a dream, where the angels of the Lord were ascending and descending a ladder
(stairs) to God. Jacob has come full circle.
This morning I read an article about Malcolm Gladwell. He is a writer and thinker responsible for several
books and articles over the years. While he was raised in a Mennonite home, he had wandered from the
faith and didn’t really practice any type of religion at all. But in writing his latest book, David and
Goliath, he realized he was missing out on something that was indeed important and precious. As a
result, he has returned to the faith of his childhood and is quite happy to have done so. He has come
full circle.
Many of have wandered from the faith. There always seems to be something better out there that
needs investigation or that piques our interest. We take the time to entertain our “household idols.” For
each of us those idols are different. Maybe it’s a TV show or a sports team. While these are not
necessarily bad things, some folks do tend to become obsessed by them and that is never good.
Because we are so easily diverted it is a good idea to regular examine our lives and see if we have
picked up an idol or two. Maybe it’s time bury something under a tree in the forest because God
rightfully demands our full attention and full devotion. Maybe it’s time to come full circle – again.

Macrocosm – Genesis 35:16-29
16
Then they journeyed from Bethel. When they were still some distance from Ephrath, Rachel went into labor, and
she had hard labor. 17And when her labor was at its hardest, the midwife said to her, “Do not fear, for you have
another son.” 18And as her soul was departing (for she was dying), she called his name Ben-oni; but his father
called him Benjamin. 19So Rachel died, and she was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem), 20and Jacob
set up a pillar over her tomb. It is the pillar of Rachel’s tomb, which is there to this day. 21Israel journeyed on and
pitched his tent beyond the tower of Eder. 22While Israel lived in that land, Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his
father’s concubine. And Israel heard of it. Now the sons of Jacob were twelve. 23The sons of Leah: Reuben (Jacob’s
firstborn), Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun. 24The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. 25The sons of
Bilhah, Rachel’s servant: Dan and Naphtali. 26The sons of Zilpah, Leah’s servant: Gad and Asher. These were the
sons of Jacob who were born to him in Paddan-aram. 27And Jacob came to his father Isaac at Mamre, or Kiriatharba (that is, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had sojourned. 28Now the days of Isaac were 180 years.
29
And Isaac breathed his last, and he died and was gathered to his people, old and full of days. And his sons Esau
and Jacob buried him.
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These few verses may look innocuous enough. They tell the story of Rachel’s death, the birth of the last
son of Jacob and a list of Jacob’s sons. But in these verses, we find a few clues as to how Jacob’s sons
will become the “Children of Israel”, God’s chosen people.
It was no secret that Rachel was Jacob’s true love. He favors her most inside of this family made of two
sisters and their maids. And she bears the last son to Jacob – Benjamin which also brings about her
death. This happens as he is moving his family to their final home near in Bethlehem. Now let’s look at
verse 23 for in that verse we find some clues as to the future of Jacob’s descendants.

The sons of Leah: Reuben (Jacob’s firstborn), Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun.
In this culture, the right of the firstborn is huge. That would mean that Reuben should be the one to
inherit everything. But he makes a critical error, which we read about in verse 22.

While Israel lived in that land, Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father’s concubine. And Israel heard
of it.
While this is a repugnant act according to our sensibilities, it was common practice at that time for the
concubines of a man to go to his oldest son upon his death. Reuben jumps the gun a little and sleeps
with Bilhah (Rachel’s maid and mother of two of Reuben’s half-brothers) before Jacob dies. This is a
major mistake. In doing this Reuben is telling everyone that he is the dominate male in the home. His
father is already dead in his eyes. Jacob takes note of this major move on Reuben’s part and basically
removes from him the right of firstborn. Following Reuben, in birth order, we have Simeon and Levi who
were responsible for the massacre of Shechem and the Hivites as revenge for Dinah's rape. This was a
terrible act in the eyes of Jacob and thus, they are removed as candidates for the birthright. That brings
us to Judah. If you will recall, Jesus is from the tribe of …. Judah.
While these are little details in the story they do all point to the fact that the Bible is one complete story;
one big picture. All of the pieces fit together as God had planned for them to fit. Our lives lay in the
hands of a God whose plan has always been perfectly formed. There are those in Christendom today
who would say that God has made mid-course corrections to His plan when things didn’t go quite as
He has planned. They are wrong. The Scriptures do not support that idea. When taken as a whole, what
we see is the story God’s perfect will and way rising to the top. That is true not only in the big picture of
our salvation through Christ, but also in our everyday lives. From the macrocosm to the microcosm
God’s got everything under control.

Edom – Genesis 36:1-43
1
These are the generations of Esau (that is, Edom). 2Esau took his wives from the Canaanites: Adah the daughter of
Elon the Hittite, Oholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite, 3and Basemath, Ishmael’s
daughter, the sister of Nebaioth. 4And Adah bore to Esau, Eliphaz; Basemath bore Reuel; 5and Oholibamah bore
Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. These are the sons of Esau who were born to him in the land of Canaan. 6Then Esau took
his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all the members of his household, his livestock, all his beasts, and all his
property that he had acquired in the land of Canaan. He went into a land away from his brother Jacob. 7For their
72

possessions were too great for them to dwell together. The land of their sojournings could not support them
because of their livestock. 8So Esau settled in the hill country of Seir. (Esau is Edom.) 9These are the generations of
Esau the father of the Edomites in the hill country of Seir. 10These are the names of Esau’s sons: Eliphaz the son of
Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of Basemath the wife of Esau. 11The sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar,
Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. 12(Timna was a concubine of Eliphaz, Esau’s son; she bore Amalek to Eliphaz.) These are
the sons of Adah, Esau’s wife. 13These are the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. These are the
sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife. 14These are the sons of Oholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon,
Esau’s wife: she bore to Esau Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. 15These are the chiefs of the sons of Esau. The sons of
Eliphaz the firstborn of Esau: the chiefs Teman, Omar, Zepho, Kenaz, 16Korah, Gatam, and Amalek; these are the
chiefs of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Adah. 17These are the sons of Reuel, Esau’s son: the
chiefs Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah; these are the chiefs of Reuel in the land of Edom; these are the sons
of Basemath, Esau’s wife. 18These are the sons of Oholibamah, Esau’s wife: the chiefs Jeush, Jalam, and Korah;
these are the chiefs born of Oholibamah the daughter of Anah, Esau’s wife. 19These are the sons of Esau (that is,
Edom), and these are their chiefs. 20These are the sons of Seir the Horite, the inhabitants of the land: Lotan,
Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 21Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan; these are the chiefs of the Horites, the sons of Seir in the land of
Edom. 22The sons of Lotan were Hori and Hemam; and Lotan’s sister was Timna. 23These are the sons of Shobal:
Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. 24These are the sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah; he is the Anah who
found the hot springs in the wilderness, as he pastured the donkeys of Zibeon his father. 25These are the children
of Anah: Dishon and Oholibamah the daughter of Anah. 26These are the sons of Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran,
and Cheran. 27These are the sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan. 28These are the sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran.
29
These are the chiefs of the Horites: the chiefs Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 30Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan; these are
the chiefs of the Horites, chief by chief in the land of Seir. 31These are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom,
before any king reigned over the Israelites. 32Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom, the name of his city being
Dinhabah. 33Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his place. 34Jobab died, and Husham of the
land of the Temanites reigned in his place. 35Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who defeated Midian in
the country of Moab, reigned in his place, the name of his city being Avith. 36Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah
reigned in his place. 37Samlah died, and Shaul of Rehoboth on the Euphrates reigned in his place. 38Shaul died,
and Baal-hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his place. 39Baal-hanan the son of Achbor died, and Hadar reigned in
his place, the name of his city being Pau; his wife’s name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, daughter of
Mezahab. 40These are the names of the chiefs of Esau, according to their clans and their dwelling places, by their
names: the chiefs Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, 41Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, 42Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, 43Magdiel, and Iram;
these are the chiefs of Edom (that is, Esau, the father of Edom), according to their dwelling places in the land of
their possession.

If you’re going to just read the Bible, verse by verse, chapter by chapter, book by book, eventually you’re
going to have to face the dreaded “list of names” chapters. There’s no way around it. That is what we have
here in Genesis 36. Listed in full detail are the names of Esau’s wives, children, grandchildren ... you get the
picture. In the face of this overload of information we learn two things: Esau becomes a mighty nation and
his refusal to bend the knee to God continued throughout his life.
Our biggest clue comes in the fact that Esau marries the daughters of the Canaanites, the Hivites, the
Hittites, and the Ishmaelites. Not one of these people groups follow the living God; the God of his father
Isaac. In his quest for many wives, Esau also invites the gods of all these pagan women into his home and his
life. At various times throughout Old Testament history, the Edomites (that’s what Esau’s descendants are
called) are both friend and enemy to the Children of Israel due in large part to their idolatry.
Why does God include all of these details in Esau’s story? I think that we get all this information because
these are real stories about real people! They had real names (albeit difficult for us to pronounce) and real
identities. They are historical figures. God’s story is real, intense, and deals with the lives of imperfect
humans. These long lists just bring light to the truth that resides on every page of the Bible.
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Joseph – Genesis 37:1-11
1
Jacob lived in the land of his father’s sojournings, in the land of Canaan. 2These are the generations of Jacob.
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the sons of Bilhah
and Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. 3Now Israel loved Joseph
more than any other of his sons, because he was the son of his old age. And he made him a robe of many colors.
4
But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not
speak peacefully to him. 5Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated him even more.
6
He said to them, “Hear this dream that I have dreamed: 7Behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and
behold, my sheaf arose and stood upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to my
sheaf.” 8His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to rule over us?” So they
hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. 9Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his
brothers and said, “Behold, I have dreamed another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were
bowing down to me.” 10But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to
him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your brothers indeed come to bow
ourselves to the ground before you?” 11And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in
mind.
Joseph’s story has long been a favorite among Bible readers. It is so popular that
a Broadway musical was written and first performed back in 1968. It’s really a
pretty good show and still plays today in various venues around the country. I
saw it in 2005 in Branson, Missouri.
Genesis 37 launches Joseph’s story and it doesn’t end until the final chapter (50)
of the book. His story gets a lot of ink! Our introduction to Joseph is very
informative. Our first information comes as a geographical marker. Jacob’s large
family now lives in The Promised Land although they are still considered
‘wanderers’ (sojourners). The land is not yet fully the property of God’s people.
Within the first few verses of his story, we also learn that he is 17 and a
shepherd with his half-brothers. The other shepherds with him are the sons of Rachel and Leah’s maids; Dan,
Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. So they are fairly low on the power and influence scale. These are the brothers of
the least amount of standing in the eyes of the other brothers and Jacob. Apparently it was okay to lump
Joseph in with them because of his youth. Joseph has a couple of things working against him as the story
progresses. First of all, Jacob favors him above all of his other sons. You would think that Jacob might have
learned how bad of an idea that was from his own parents’ mistakes, but apparently he didn’t. Not only does
Jacob favor Joseph, everyone knows that he has a favorite, as Jacob makes Joseph a “coat of many colors”.
The only people who got to wear a coat like that were royalty and leaders. Talk about giving your big
brothers a reason to beat you up!
Then Joseph creates a bit of his own drama because he is a man of prophetic dreams. That wouldn’t be so
bad except he can’t seem to keep his big mouth shut and stupidly tells the dreams to his brothers and
father. Maybe should have kept that information to himself! Joseph also apparently is a bit of a tattletale. His
older brothers did something that would have been seen as wrong in the eyes of Jacob, so of course he runs
home to tell dad. Not the way to win people over to your side! All three of these strikes will lead to trouble
for Joseph but what we will see is that every single outcome is in the hand of God.
Joseph’s story is fascinating and in many ways delightful. Yes, he will fall into slavery; but God makes the
most of that event and this is a story of God’s power to make use of the lives that are submitted to Him. We
won’t find Joseph stumble morally at all and for that reason, I am truly drawn to His story.
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Sold – Genesis 37:12-36
12
Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your
brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” And he said to him, “Here I am.” 14So he
said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock, and bring me word.” So he sent him
from the Valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 15And a man found him wandering in the fields. And the
man asked him, “What are you seeking?” 16“I am seeking my brothers,” he said. “Tell me, please, where they are
pasturing the flock.” 17And the man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’ ” So
Joseph went after his brothers and found them at Dothan. 18They saw him from afar, and before he came near to
them they conspired against him to kill him. 19They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20Come now,
let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits. Then we will say that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we
will see what will become of his dreams.” 21But when Reuben heard it, he rescued him out of their hands, saying,
“Let us not take his life.” 22And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the
wilderness, but do not lay a hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand to restore him to his
father. 23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the robe of many colors that he
wore. 24And they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 25Then they sat
down to eat. And looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing
gum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if
we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon
him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers listened to him. 28Then Midianite traders passed by.
And they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver.
They took Joseph to Egypt. 29When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he tore his
clothes 30and returned to his brothers and said, “The boy is gone, and I, where shall I go?” 31Then they took
Joseph’s robe and slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. 32And they sent the robe of many colors
and brought it to their father and said, “This we have found; please identify whether it is your son’s robe or not.”
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And he identified it and said, “It is my son’s robe. A fierce animal has devoured him. Joseph is without doubt torn
to pieces.” 34Then Jacob tore his garments and put sackcloth on his loins and mourned for his son many days. 35All
his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted and said, “No, I shall go
down to Sheol to my son, mourning.” Thus his father wept for him. 36Meanwhile the Midianites had sold him in
Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard.
If you skipped the story go back and read it! This is one of the most beloved and oft told stories of the
entire Old Testament. It’s not a list of names but a real and true story about real and true people!
Joseph’s place as the favorite son and his willingness to share his less than flattering dreams with his
family members, along with his propensity to rat out his brothers, is about to punch him in the nose. His
older, bigger, stronger, meaner brothers are about to exact their revenge for those attitudes. As he runs
a fact-finding mission for his father the brothers take the opportunity to deal with him permanently. I
suspect is was the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah who suggested they kill him outright. Reuben and Judah
seem to have cooler heads (and more authority as older sons) to put forth another path. As you read
the story, it would seem the plan evolved as the situation unfolded. The first suggestion was murder,
followed by simply putting him an abandoned well, which then led to an opportunistic sale to some
traveling Ishmaelite traders. The brothers complete the deception by dipping Joseph’s coat in goat’s
blood thus giving them something to tell Jacob. Now, Joseph is a slave and the brothers believe they
have ended that problem forever. What they were actually doing was playing right into God’s plan to
save Jacob’s family from certain death by starvation. Even Joseph himself is able to see that truth by the
end of the story. (Gen 50:20)
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Joseph was forcibly sold into slavery and we can be fairly certain he would not have chosen that for
himself. Things happen to us all the time that we wouldn’t have chosen if given the chance. Maybe
someone rear ends you on the way home from work. Your life isn’t ruined, but you sure do have to face
some hassles. Perhaps your boss speaks poorly of you to his boss and your reputation is sullied. These
are circumstances outside of your control and yet you have to deal with the fallout. Joseph now has to
deal with his life as a slave. He didn’t ask for that, nor did he choose it. But he does get to deal with it.
What we learn from his story is that even when we find ourselves in a mess that is not of our own
making, God can and will use it to further His kingdom. It requires that we trust Him implicitly. While
the immediate situation seems bleak, remembering that He can always turn lemons into lemonade is
crucial. That doesn’t mean you will miraculously enjoy a difficult situation. But it may mean that your
attitude about it can be one of trust rather fear or anger. That’s why we read these stories over and
over. They remind us of God’s power and His love.

What Can You Say? – Genesis 38:1-30
1
It happened at that time that Judah went down from his brothers and turned aside to a certain Adullamite, whose
name was Hirah. 2There Judah saw the daughter of a certain Canaanite whose name was Shua. He took her and
went in to her, 3and she conceived and bore a son, and he called his name Er. 4She conceived again and bore a
son, and she called his name Onan. 5Yet again she bore a son, and she called his name Shelah. Judah was in
Chezib when she bore him. 6And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 7But Er, Judah’s
firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord put him to death. 8Then Judah said to Onan, “Go in to
your brother’s wife and perform the duty of a brother-in-law to her, and raise up offspring for your brother.” 9But
Onan knew that the offspring would not be his. So whenever he went in to his brother’s wife he would waste the
semen on the ground, so as not to give offspring to his brother. 10And what he did was wicked in the sight of the
Lord, and he put him to death also. 11Then Judah said to Tamar his daughter-in-law, “Remain a widow in your
father’s house, till Shelah my son grows up”—for he feared that he would die, like his brothers. So Tamar went and
remained in her father’s house. 12In the course of time the wife of Judah, Shua’s daughter, died. When Judah was
comforted, he went up to Timnah to his sheepshearers, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. 13And when Tamar
was told, “Your father-in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his sheep,” 14she took off her widow’s garments and
covered herself with a veil, wrapping herself up, and sat at the entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah.
For she saw that Shelah was grown up, and she had not been given to him in marriage. 15When Judah saw her, he
thought she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face. 16He turned to her at the roadside and said, “Come, let
me come in to you,” for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law. She said, “What will you give me, that
you may come in to me?” 17He answered, “I will send you a young goat from the flock.” And she said, “If you give
me a pledge, until you send it—” 18He said, “What pledge shall I give you?” She replied, “Your signet and your
cord and your staff that is in your hand.” So he gave them to her and went in to her, and she conceived by him.
19
Then she arose and went away, and taking off her veil she put on the garments of her widowhood. 20When
Judah sent the young goat by his friend the Adullamite to take back the pledge from the woman’s hand, he did
not find her. 21And he asked the men of the place, “Where is the cult prostitute who was at Enaim at the
roadside?” And they said, “No cult prostitute has been here.” 22So he returned to Judah and said, “I have not found
her. Also, the men of the place said, ‘No cult prostitute has been here.’ ” 23And Judah replied, “Let her keep the
things as her own, or we shall be laughed at. You see, I sent this young goat, and you did not find her.” 24About
three months later Judah was told, “Tamar your daughter-in-law has been immoral. Moreover, she is pregnant by
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immorality.” And Judah said, “Bring her out, and let her be burned.” 25As she was being brought out, she sent
word to her father-in-law, “By the man to whom these belong, I am pregnant.” And she said, “Please identify
whose these are, the signet and the cord and the staff.” 26Then Judah identified them and said, “She is more
righteous than I, since I did not give her to my son Shelah.” And he did not know her again. 27When the time of
her labor came, there were twins in her womb. 28And when she was in labor, one put out a hand, and the midwife
took and tied a scarlet thread on his hand, saying, “This one came out first.” 29But as he drew back his hand,
behold, his brother came out. And she said, “What a breach you have made for yourself!” Therefore his name was
called Perez. 30Afterward his brother came out with the scarlet thread on his hand, and his name was called Zerah.

You know how I always want you to go and read the Biblical text before the devotional thoughts? Well,
this story is just so twisted and shameful that it’s hard to do that. But – the Bible is nothing if not
unflinchingly honest, so make sure you read this tale of sex and deception today. You may not
necessarily be uplifted, but you will be informed.
So Judah turns out to be a less than honorable person after all, but God does use him (and now his son
Perez) as links in the chain of the genealogy of Jesus. I guess if God only used people of honor,
integrity, and faithfulness as the descendants of Jesus, He would have never been born. As in the
previous story of twins (Jacob and Esau) the younger of the twins (Perez) is actually the choice of God
for the role of leader and link in the line of Jesus. Of note is the fact that Tamar is not named as a
“Canaanite woman” so it is most likely that she was a Hebrew. Judah, while not choosing a Hebrew
woman for himself apparently chooses one for his son.
Just as with the story of Dinah and the Shechemites I am amazed by the fact that God doesn’t sugar
coat these stories. They are honest and gritty. Sinful humans are a mess and we live messy lives. God
has chosen to reach down into that mess and bring His grace and mercy. We don’t deserve His
intervention in our lives, but He brings it to us out of His love for us. Even in the midst of deception and
shame, grace always wins out and God’s plan goes forward. As I think about this story and the neverfailing grace of God I am reminded of an old hymn. These are the lyrics for the chorus:

Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within
Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that is greater than all our sin
Julia H. Johnston ©1911 CCLI#551204

Leadership
Genesis 39:1-23
1
Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an
Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down there. 2The Lord was with Joseph, and
he became a successful man, and he was in the house of his Egyptian master. 3His master saw that the Lord was
with him and that the Lord caused all that he did to succeed in his hands. 4So Joseph found favor in his sight and
attended him, and he made him overseer of his house and put him in charge of all that he had. 5From the time
that he made him overseer in his house and over all that he had, the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house for
Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the Lord was on all that he had, in house and field. 6So he left all that he had in
Joseph’s charge, and because of him he had no concern about anything but the food he ate. Now Joseph was
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handsome in form and appearance. 7And after a time his master’s wife cast her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with
me.” 8But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Behold, because of me my master has no concern about
anything in the house, and he has put everything that he has in my charge. 9He is not greater in this house than I
am, nor has he kept back anything from me except you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great
wickedness and sin against God?” 10And as she spoke to Joseph day after day, he would not listen to her, to lie
beside her or to be with her. 11But one day, when he went into the house to do his work and none of the men of
the house was there in the house, 12she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his garment
in her hand and fled and got out of the house. 13And as soon as she saw that he had left his garment in her hand
and had fled out of the house, 14she called to the men of her household and said to them, “See, he has brought
among us a Hebrew to laugh at us. He came in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. 15And as
soon as he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried out, he left his garment beside me and fled and got out of the
house.” 16Then she laid up his garment by her until his master came home, 17and she told him the same story,
saying, “The Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among us, came in to me to laugh at me. 18But as soon as I
lifted up my voice and cried, he left his garment beside me and fled out of the house.” 19As soon as his master
heard the words that his wife spoke to him, “This is the way your servant treated me,” his anger was kindled. 20And
Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined, and he
was there in prison. 21But the Lord was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight
of the keeper of the prison. 22And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners who were in
the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it. 23The keeper of the prison paid no attention to
anything that was in Joseph’s charge, because the Lord was with him. And whatever he did, the Lord made it
succeed.

This story has it all. Intrigue, sex, success, deception; they are all here in this fantastic story about
Joseph’s first few years as a slave in Egypt. This story is a true testimony to the power of doing whatever
the Lord lays before you with excellence – even being a slave. The result of that excellence is that the
Lord is recognized as merciful and powerful. The witness of Joseph’s faithfulness is inspirational.
As we look at the details of the story we find that Joseph’s character remains constant. He refuses to sin
and bring dishonor to God. When Potiphar’s wife seeks to seduce him we find the perfect role model
for what to do when tempted – flee. The New Testament echoes this plan in several places. 1
Corinthians tells us specifically to flee from sexual immorality (6:18) and idolatry (10:14). According
James 4:7, the devil actually flees from us if we are submitted to God. In every case, there is that
moment before we choose sin that we can still go the other way. That is never easy, but it is possible as
we see from Joseph’s example. Keep in mind, this running away from Potiphar’s wife was no small feat.
She was most likely very beautiful and well groomed. Joseph was in his late teens/early 20s. I am told
that thoughts of sex are the overriding factor for men of that age. For him to run took courage and
determination. But, he goes so quickly that he leaves his coat behind, thus giving Potiphar’s wife
“evidence” that he attacked her. If you read the text closely, nowhere does it give the impression that
the other servants or even her husband actually believed her story. It says that Potiphar’s “anger was
kindled” but we don’t know who he was angry with; his wife or Joseph. There are many who have
speculated that he didn’t believe a word she said, but his hands were tied. She was his wife and the
charge stuck. Joseph lands in prison. In a fantastic turn in the story, Joseph then becomes a leader in
the prison! Just because other people (first his brothers and now Potiphar’s wife) treat him badly, God
stays with him and grants him great success.
God’s ability and desire to bless us is not tied to our circumstance. This is an interesting principle. I
recently heard a story of Christians who are being held in Chinese prisons and forced to work in
factories for pennies a day. The story was related to those little Christmas lights we all use on our trees
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and to decorate for the holidays. There was a movement started to boycott those lights because it was
suspected that they were being created by slave laborers. Those Christians were reported to have asked
that boycott not happen because they were happy about the work! They claimed it gave them
something to do and hours per day to sit together, praying and talking about the Scriptures. That which
was seen as cruel and inhuman was actually a blessing to them. They are taking Joseph’s example to
heart and living excellently despite their circumstance. Do you suppose Joseph would have rather gone
home to his dad? Of course! But since that wasn’t going to happen because that wasn’t God’s plan,
Joseph lives for God anyway and blessings abound for both Joseph and those with whom he is working.
Next time you think your circumstances just couldn’t result in blessing, wait just a minute and watch
what God will do. It will always be something unexpected and praise worthy.

Dream Interpreter – Genesis 40:1-23

Some time after this, the cupbearer of the king of Egypt and his baker committed an offense against
their lord the king of Egypt. 2And Pharaoh was angry with his two officers, the chief cupbearer and the
chief baker, 3and he put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the prison where
Joseph was confined. 4The captain of the guard appointed Joseph to be with them, and he attended
them. They continued for some time in custody. 5And one night they both dreamed—the cupbearer
and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined in the prison—each his own dream, and each
dream with its own interpretation. 6When Joseph came to them in the morning, he saw that they were
troubled. 7So he asked Pharaoh’s officers who were with him in custody in his master’s house, “Why are
your faces downcast today?” 8They said to him, “We have had dreams, and there is no one to interpret
them.” And Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Please tell them to me.” 9So
the chief cupbearer told his dream to Joseph and said to him, “In my dream there was a vine before me,
10
and on the vine there were three branches. As soon as it budded, its blossoms shot forth, and the
clusters ripened into grapes. 11Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes and pressed them
into Pharaoh’s cup and placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.” 12Then Joseph said to him, “This is its
interpretation: the three branches are three days. 13In three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and
restore you to your office, and you shall place Pharaoh’s cup in his hand as formerly, when you were his
cupbearer. 14Only remember me, when it is well with you, and please do me the kindness to mention
me to Pharaoh, and so get me out of this house. 15For I was indeed stolen out of the land of the
Hebrews, and here also I have done nothing that they should put me into the pit.” 16When the chief
baker saw that the interpretation was favorable, he said to Joseph, “I also had a dream: there were three
cake baskets on my head, 17and in the uppermost basket there were all sorts of baked food for Pharaoh,
but the birds were eating it out of the basket on my head.” 18And Joseph answered and said, “This is its
interpretation: the three baskets are three days. 19In three days Pharaoh will lift up your head—from
you!—and hang you on a tree. And the birds will eat the flesh from you.” 20On the third day, which was
Pharaoh’s birthday, he made a feast for all his servants and lifted up the head of the chief cupbearer
and the head of the chief baker among his servants. 21He restored the chief cupbearer to his position,
and he placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand. 22But he hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted to
them. 23Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.
1
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After reading this story, just out of idle curiosity, I Googled “interpreting dreams” and came up with
4,820,000 results in less than a second. Apparently we’re rather interested in this topic. As a person who
doesn’t really remember many dreams, I’ve never given it much thought or really even cared. In the
Scripture, there is precedent for the idea that dreams may indeed sometimes be important – in the
hands of a person who has been enabled by the Spirit to discern their messages and meanings. I only
looked at a couple of the sites that popped up on this long list of results from my Google search and
copied out a portion of what a dream might mean. Here’s a small sample of what I was offered about
birds and baskets in a dream.
Birds

“To see birds in your dream symbolize your goals, aspirations and hopes. To dream of chirping and/or
flying birds, represent joy, harmony, ecstasy, balance, and love. It denotes a sunny outlook in life. You are
experiencing spiritual freedom and psychological liberation. It is almost as if a weight has been lifted off
your shoulders. To dream of birds on the attack means that you are being pulled into too many directions.
You are experiencing conflict with your spirituality. To see a bird nest in your dream symbolizes
independence, refuge and security. You need something to fall back on. Alternatively, it may signify a
prosperous endeavor, new opportunities, and fortune.”
Baskets

“To see a basket in your dream symbolizes the womb and physical body. It also represents the things that
you are holding onto. If the basket is full, then it denotes abundance and fertility.”
The baker could only have wished for this interpretation rather than the one that Joseph gave him. The
difference between the sample interpretations I pulled off of the internet and the one that Joseph gives
the baker and the wine steward is that Joseph’s interpretations are powered by the Holy Spirit. Joseph
isn’t just making it up as he goes along, as is proven by the fact that the predictions he makes on the
basis of the dreams are 100% correct. Once more we have proof that Joseph is walking closely with God
and is still in constant communication with Him. As Joseph interpreted his own dreams prior to being
sold into slavery, so now he exhibits the same skill employed for others as a prisoner. We will see this
same gift used again in the next chapter with the Pharaoh himself.
God continues to position Joseph for the good plan that come from His hands. While to Joseph it may
seem that God is silent and not hearing his pleas for help, God is not still. He is moving and acting for
the good of His people. For Joseph it must have seemed bitterly unfair that he is not only a slave, but a
slave in prison and seemingly forgotten entirely by God. This is not the case and the next few chapters
will prove that God is with Joseph every step of the way, working His good and perfect will. The cup
bearer forgets Joseph because God’s time has not yet come. But stick around for the rest of the story,
for it get better and better.
When it seems like God has abandoned you He has not – ever. This story teaches us that God is often
working in ways that we perhaps cannot see. But trust and faith teach us that He is not still, and He has
not forgotten. God always means you well – even when you cannot see Him moving.
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Two Full Years – Genesis 41:1-36
1
After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile, 2and behold, there came up out of the
Nile seven cows, attractive and plump, and they fed in the reed grass. 3And behold, seven other cows, ugly and
thin, came up out of the Nile after them, and stood by the other cows on the bank of the Nile. 4And the ugly, thin
cows ate up the seven attractive, plump cows. And Pharaoh awoke. 5And he fell asleep and dreamed a second
time. And behold, seven ears of grain, plump and good, were growing on one stalk. 6And behold, after them
sprouted seven ears, thin and blighted by the east wind. 7And the thin ears swallowed up the seven plump, full
ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and behold, it was a dream. 8So in the morning his spirit was troubled, and he sent and
called for all the magicians of Egypt and all its wise men. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there was none who
could interpret them to Pharaoh. 9Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “I remember my offenses today.
10
When Pharaoh was angry with his servants and put me and the chief baker in custody in the house of the
captain of the guard, 11we dreamed on the same night, he and I, each having a dream with its own interpretation.
12
A young Hebrew was there with us, a servant of the captain of the guard. When we told him, he interpreted our
dreams to us, giving an interpretation to each man according to his dream. 13And as he interpreted to us, so it
came about. I was restored to my office, and the baker was hanged.” 14Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and
they quickly brought him out of the pit. And when he had shaved himself and changed his clothes, he came in
before Pharaoh. 15And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. I
have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.” 16Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is not
in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.” 17Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Behold, in my dream I was
standing on the banks of the Nile. 18Seven cows, plump and attractive, came up out of the Nile and fed in the reed
grass. 19Seven other cows came up after them, poor and very ugly and thin, such as I had never seen in all the land
of Egypt. 20And the thin, ugly cows ate up the first seven plump cows, 21but when they had eaten them no one
would have known that they had eaten them, for they were still as ugly as at the beginning. Then I awoke. 22I also
saw in my dream seven ears growing on one stalk, full and good. 23Seven ears, withered, thin, and blighted by the
east wind, sprouted after them, 24and the thin ears swallowed up the seven good ears. And I told it to the
magicians, but there was no one who could explain it to me.” 25Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of
Pharaoh are one; God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 26The seven good cows are seven years,
and the seven good ears are seven years; the dreams are one. 27The seven lean and ugly cows that came up after
them are seven years, and the seven empty ears blighted by the east wind are also seven years of famine. 28It is as
I told Pharaoh; God has shown to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 29There will come seven years of great plenty
throughout all the land of Egypt, 30but after them there will arise seven years of famine, and all the plenty will be
forgotten in the land of Egypt. The famine will consume the land, 31and the plenty will be unknown in the land by
reason of the famine that will follow, for it will be very severe. 32And the doubling of Pharaoh’s dream means that
the thing is fixed by God, and God will shortly bring it about. 33Now therefore let Pharaoh select a discerning and
wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt. 34Let Pharaoh proceed to appoint overseers over the land and take
one-fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt during the seven plentiful years. 35And let them gather all the food of
these good years that are coming and store up grain under the authority of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let
them keep it. 36That food shall be a reserve for the land against the seven years of famine that are to occur in the
land of Egypt, so that the land may not perish through the famine.”
“When two full years had passed. . . “ This is how the story of Joseph continues. For two full years
Joseph continues to cool his heels in prison, faithfully serving the chief guard and fellow inmates. Of
course Joseph had no idea what was coming or that God had the plan for the protection of His people
well under control. All that Joseph knew was that he had been seemingly forgotten once again. I am
sure that he believed as some point along the way that he would languish in that prison until his death.
In the midst of this incident involving Pharaoh and his dreams, it is probably weird that I would focus
that short phrase. But it practically leapt off of the page for me. When it appears I am in a situation
alone, two years can feel like a lifetime. Just imagine how Joseph must have hopefully waited those first
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few days after the cupbearer was released and placed back into the Pharaoh’s court. Surely the
cupbearer would remember him and tell the Pharaoh to let him go. But with each passing day, hope
probably dimmed as Joseph realized that wasn’t going to happen. Clearly though, Joseph remains
faithfully connected to the Lord during that time for when the call comes to interpret dreams for the
Pharaoh, Joseph is prepared and ready to go. He successfully gives Pharaoh the message from God that
the court magicians couldn’t figure out and now he is in a place of great power. His patient service is
being rewarded – finally.
Inside of the Joseph story we are able to see the impact that waiting on God’s timing can bring about in
our lives. In 13 chapters, we see how God moves people and circumstance so that His will is manifested
in the lives of His people. All of us can look back over our own lives and see how God has exerted His
will over our timing and brought about blessing for our lives. Had we been allowed to move forward
satisfying our need for instant gratification as we are so wont to do, we would miss out on so much of
what He has planned. Instead, sometimes, two full years (or even more!) have to pass in order for
everything to be as He wills. Even with the sending of the Savior over 4,000 years had to pass between
Adam’s fall into sin and the birth of Jesus. But when the time was perfect, Christ came to save us from
our sin. For God, “two full years” isn’t even a breath!

Joseph in Charge – Genesis 41:37-57
37
This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. 38 And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man like
this, in whom is the Spirit of God?” 39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has shown you all this, there is
none so discerning and wise as you are. 40 You shall be over my house, and all my people shall order themselves
as you command. Only as regards the throne will I be greater than you.” 41 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I
have set you over all the land of Egypt.” 41And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land of
Egypt.” 42Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in
garments of fine linen and put a gold chain about his neck. 43And he made him ride in his second chariot. And
they called out before him, “Bow the knee!” Thus he set him over all the land of Egypt. 44Moreover, Pharaoh said
to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and without your consent no one shall lift up hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.”
45
And Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphenath-paneah. And he gave him in marriage Asenath, the daughter of
Potiphera priest of On. So Joseph went out over the land of Egypt. 46Joseph was thirty years old when he entered
the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh and went through all the
land of Egypt. 47During the seven plentiful years the earth produced abundantly, 48and he gathered up all the food
of these seven years, which occurred in the land of Egypt, and put the food in the cities. He put in every city the
food from the fields around it. 49And Joseph stored up grain in great abundance, like the sand of the sea, until he
ceased to measure it, for it could not be measured. 50Before the year of famine came, two sons were born to
Joseph. Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On, bore them to him. 51Joseph called the name of the
firstborn Manasseh. “For,” he said, “God has made me forget all my hardship and all my father’s house.” 52The
name of the second he called Ephraim, “For God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction.” 53The seven
years of plenty that occurred in the land of Egypt came to an end, 54and the seven years of famine began to come,
as Joseph had said. There was famine in all lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. 55When all the land
of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread. Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph.
What he says to you, do.” 56So when the famine had spread over all the land, Joseph opened all the storehouses
and sold to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe in the land of Egypt. 57Moreover, all the earth came to Egypt
to Joseph to buy grain, because the famine was severe over all the earth.
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Thirteen years after Joseph was sold as a 17-year-old slave into Egypt the story finally turns around.
After serving with excellence both in the house of Potiphar and in the prison of Pharaoh, Joseph is
made second only to Pharaoh as ruler of Egypt. That kind of story is possible only with of the hand of
God. Because of Joseph’s walk with the Living God and the gift that God gave him to interpret dreams
the entire region will be saved from starvation.
What intrigues me at this point in the story is that nowhere do we see that Joseph understands that
there is a bigger plot at work here. He is simply being faithful in the moment with the information he
has been given. He sees what the next 14 years will bring in terms of harvest and resource
management. With that information in hand, he moves forward with what appear to be some pretty
impressive administrative skills. Joseph has no idea that God has an even larger plan in the works and
he doesn’t need to know that. All he needs to do is be faithful with what he has in his hands. God owes
him no explanations as to what is coming or why it is important. Joseph acts on the information that he
has from God. Seven good years are coming; make use of them and save for the seven bad years that
will follow. That’s what he knows, so that’s what he acts upon. Quite often we try to speculate about
what’s coming in the future and try to make plans accordingly. This action can cause us to drop what
we have been given by God in that moment thus making us less than faithful stewards of what we have
been called to do. Because of Joseph’s obedience, millions of lives are saved. Had he been less than
faithful, disaster would have followed.
This story forces me to ask myself what I have been given to do for today. What resources and tasks do
I have in my hands that need my attention, for they constitute my calling from God? It might be easier
to speculate about tomorrow and waste my time and resources making plans for things that will never
happen or which I cannot control. That clearly was not what Joseph chose and millions of people got to
eat because of it. Where might God be asking you to go to work today, using what He has given you to
accomplish His will in your life and maybe the lives of others? Always an interesting question to ponder.

Full Circle – Genesis 42:1-38
1
When Jacob learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you look at one another?”
2
And he said, “Behold, I have heard that there is grain for sale in Egypt. Go down and buy grain for us there, that
we may live and not die.” 3So ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt. 4But Jacob did not send
Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, with his brothers, for he feared that harm might happen to him. 5Thus the sons of
Israel came to buy among the others who came, for the famine was in the land of Canaan. 6Now Joseph was
governor over the land. He was the one who sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph’s brothers came and
bowed themselves before him with their faces to the ground. 7Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but
he treated them like strangers and spoke roughly to them. “Where do you come from?” he said. They said, “From
the land of Canaan, to buy food.” 8And Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. 9And
Joseph remembered the dreams that he had dreamed of them. And he said to them, “You are spies; you have
come to see the nakedness of the land.” 10They said to him, “No, my lord, your servants have come to buy food.
11
We are all sons of one man. We are honest men. Your servants have never been spies.” 12He said to them, “No, it
is the nakedness of the land that you have come to see.” 13And they said, “We, your servants, are twelve brothers,
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the sons of one man in the land of Canaan, and behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one is no
more.” 14But Joseph said to them, “It is as I said to you. You are spies. 15By this you shall be tested: by the life of
Pharaoh, you shall not go from this place unless your youngest brother comes here. 16Send one of you, and let
him bring your brother, while you remain confined, that your words may be tested, whether there is truth in you.
Or else, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you are spies.” 17And he put them all together in custody for three days. 18On
the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God: 19if you are honest men, let one of your
brothers remain confined where you are in custody, and let the rest go and carry grain for the famine of your
households, 20and bring your youngest brother to me. So your words will be verified, and you shall not die.” And
they did so. 21Then they said to one another, “In truth we are guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the
distress of his soul, when he begged us and we did not listen. That is why this distress has come upon us.” 22And
Reuben answered them, “Did I not tell you not to sin against the boy? But you did not listen. So now there comes
a reckoning for his blood.” 23They did not know that Joseph understood them, for there was an interpreter
between them. 24Then he turned away from them and wept. And he returned to them and spoke to them. And he
took Simeon from them and bound him before their eyes. 25And Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain,
and to replace every man’s money in his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey. This was done for
them. 26Then they loaded their donkeys with their grain and departed. 27And as one of them opened his sack to
give his donkey fodder at the lodging place, he saw his money in the mouth of his sack. 28He said to his brothers,
“My money has been put back; here it is in the mouth of my sack!” At this their hearts failed them, and they
turned trembling to one another, saying, “What is this that God has done to us?” 29When they came to Jacob their
father in the land of Canaan, they told him all that had happened to them, saying, 30“The man, the lord of the land,
spoke roughly to us and took us to be spies of the land. 31But we said to him, ‘We are honest men; we have never
been spies. 32We are twelve brothers, sons of our father. One is no more, and the youngest is this day with our
father in the land of Canaan.’ 33Then the man, the lord of the land, said to us, ‘By this I shall know that you are
honest men: leave one of your brothers with me, and take grain for the famine of your households, and go your
way. 34Bring your youngest brother to me. Then I shall know that you are not spies but honest men, and I will
deliver your brother to you, and you shall trade in the land.’” 35As they emptied their sacks, behold, every man’s
bundle of money was in his sack. And when they and their father saw their bundles of money, they were afraid.
36
And Jacob their father said to them, “You have bereaved me of my children: Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no
more, and now you would take Benjamin. All this has come against me.” 37Then Reuben said to his father, “Kill my
two sons if I do not bring him back to you. Put him in my hands, and I will bring him back to you.” 38But he said,
“My son shall not go down with you, for his brother is dead, and he is the only one left. If harm should happen to
him on the journey that you are to make, you would bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol.”

Over 20 years have passed since Joseph last laid eyes upon his brothers. If you’ve ever been estranged
from a family member, you know, that is a long time. People change but we are always surprised that
they do. Often they change in ways we never could have imagined. Thus we find Joseph and his
brothers reunited, with Joseph having changed to the point where he is completely unrecognizable to
his brothers. The future they saw for Joseph the day they sold him to the Ishmaelites is very far from the
reality that stands before them that day in Egypt.
Let’s look a few of the details of this story, for in those details we find the beauty of God’s plan.
~ Naturally, the famine would strike the people of Canaan. They do not live that far from Egypt.
Famines were frequent during Biblical times and often affected the entire area.
~ Jacob is still playing favorites among his boys. Benjamin has replaced Joseph as the favored son. That
dysfunction still operates at full strength.
~ Joseph is in full command of the sale and distribution of the available food supply. God is clearly still
with him.
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~ Joseph’s dream comes true – the brothers bow down before him, just as predicted.
~ Joseph has been fully acculturated into the Egyptian lifestyle. He was clean shaven (unlike the
Hebrews), he was wearing richly ornamented clothing (as one would expect of the Prime Minister),
and he speaks fluent Egyptian rather than the language of his brothers although he could of course
still understand and speak Hebrew.
~ Joseph isn’t completely above jerking their chain a little. I mean really – they sold him.
~ Simeon is an interesting choice as the brother to keep while the rest go back. Joseph was most likely
aware that Reuben (the actual oldest), Simeon, and Levi had lost their status as “oldest” in the eyes of
God due to bad decisions (see chapters 34 and 35:22). Joseph certainly knew the birth order here.
For Jacob, Reuben was definitely out as the inheritor. So, Simeon would be the logical choice for
Joseph to see as “oldest”.
~ Joseph’s heart is still soft toward these men who meant him harm. He could have refused them food
and sent them home after revealing his true identity to them. But instead his heart breaks and he
weeps over what has been lost and probably also with joy at even being able to see them again.
~ For the brothers to see God’s hand at work in all of this is interesting as well, for indeed they have
discerned correctly. God is in full control. When their payment has been returned to them, they again
have cause for panic. They rightly see Egypt as a much stronger power than they are and have reason
to fear. They knew that they did not steal the money back and so give the credit to God, assuming
that He has decided to take vengeance upon them for what they did to Joseph over 20 years earlier.
~ Joseph wants to see his little brother and uses their hunger and their fear to make that happen. Smart
guy.
Such a fantastic drama plays out in the lives of God’s people. What a masterful God we serve who
orchestrates our lives so that His will is what takes place. I marvel every single time I read this story.

Dread – Genesis 43:1-34
1
Now the famine was severe in the land. 2And when they had eaten the grain that they had brought from Egypt,
their father said to them, “Go again, buy us a little food.” 3But Judah said to him, “The man solemnly warned us,
saying, ‘You shall not see my face unless your brother is with you.’ 4If you will send our brother with us, we will go
down and buy you food. 5But if you will not send him, we will not go down, for the man said to us, ‘You shall not
see my face, unless your brother is with you.’ ” 6Israel said, “Why did you treat me so badly as to tell the man that
you had another brother?” 7They replied, “The man questioned us carefully about ourselves and our kindred,
saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Do you have another brother?’ What we told him was in answer to these
questions. Could we in any way know that he would say, ‘Bring your brother down’?” 8And Judah said to Israel his
father, “Send the boy with me, and we will arise and go, that we may live and not die, both we and you and also
our little ones. 9I will be a pledge of his safety. From my hand you shall require him. If I do not bring him back to
you and set him before you, then let me bear the blame forever. 10If we had not delayed, we would now have
returned twice.” 11Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, then do this: take some of the choice fruits
of the land in your bags, and carry a present down to the man, a little balm and a little honey, gum, myrrh,
pistachio nuts, and almonds. 12Take double the money with you. Carry back with you the money that was returned
in the mouth of your sacks. Perhaps it was an oversight. 13Take also your brother, and arise, go again to the man.
14
May God Almighty grant you mercy before the man, and may he send back your other brother and Benjamin.
And as for me, if I am bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.” 15So the men took this present, and they took
double the money with them, and Benjamin. They arose and went down to Egypt and stood before Joseph.
16
When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his house, “Bring the men into the house, and
slaughter an animal and make ready, for the men are to dine with me at noon.” 17The man did as Joseph told him
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and brought the men to Joseph’s house. 18And the men were afraid because they were brought to Joseph’s house,
and they said, “It is because of the money, which was replaced in our sacks the first time, that we are brought in,
so that he may assault us and fall upon us to make us servants and seize our donkeys.” 19So they went up to the
steward of Joseph’s house and spoke with him at the door of the house, 20and said, “Oh, my lord, we came down
the first time to buy food. 21And when we came to the lodging place we opened our sacks, and there was each
man’s money in the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight. So we have brought it again with us, 22and we
have brought other money down with us to buy food. We do not know who put our money in our sacks.” 23He
replied, “Peace to you, do not be afraid. Your God and the God of your father has put treasure in your sacks for
you. I received your money.” Then he brought Simeon out to them. 24And when the man had brought the men
into Joseph’s house and given them water, and they had washed their feet, and when he had given their donkeys
fodder, 25they prepared the present for Joseph’s coming at noon, for they heard that they should eat bread there.
26
When Joseph came home, they brought into the house to him the present that they had with them and bowed
down to him to the ground. 27And he inquired about their welfare and said, “Is your father well, the old man of
whom you spoke? Is he still alive?” 28They said, “Your servant our father is well; he is still alive.” And they bowed
their heads and prostrated themselves. 29And he lifted up his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother’s son,
and said, “Is this your youngest brother, of whom you spoke to me? God be gracious to you, my son!” 30Then
Joseph hurried out, for his compassion grew warm for his brother, and he sought a place to weep. And he entered
his chamber and wept there. 31Then he washed his face and came out. And controlling himself he said, “Serve the
food.” 32They served him by himself, and them by themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him by themselves,
because the Egyptians could not eat with the Hebrews, for that is an abomination to the Egyptians. 33And they sat
before him, the firstborn according to his birthright and the youngest according to his youth. And the men looked
at one another in amazement. 34Portions were taken to them from Joseph’s table, but Benjamin’s portion was five
times as much as any of theirs. And they drank and were merry with him.

Yesterday, I had to go to the dentist for my semi-annual cleaning. Not my favorite thing to do but I put
on my big girl panties and do it anyway. In fact, it used to be a source of serious dread in my life. I
would get myself all worked up for days ahead of an appointment and wouldn’t sleep the night before
hardly at all. I know, I know. Irrational. I’m better now – but not much. I still just dread going. As I was
reading the next installment of Joseph’s story, I was completely aware of the dread that Joseph’s
brothers feel at the thought of returning to Egypt and facing “the man” who holds their food source in
his hands. You can feel that dread coming off of the pages as they try and explain to Jacob once again
why they cannot go back without Benjamin. As a result of this conundrum they and their families are
going to starve to death. They are completely caught in this trap that Joseph has so cunningly set for
them. I marvel at how beautifully he puts this together.
Dread is a familiar feeling. It means “to feel extremely frightened or worried about something that may

happen in the future; to be reluctant or frightened to do something because it is unpleasant, upsetting,
or annoying.” The brothers just knew that if they returned to Egypt it wasn’t going to turn out well. They
plead with Jacob to allow Benjamin to go with them. If he goes they at least have a chance to bring
home some food. Without him they know “the man” will keep his word and send them home hungry.
While he hates it, Jacob recognizes the situation as well and finally relents and allows Benjamin to go
along. (I find it interesting that Benjamin is consistently referred to as “the boy” throughout the story
and yet he is probably at least 30 at this point.) They know what it means to dread a situation. And yet
what they have feared does not happen! Simeon is returned to them and they receive gracious amounts
of food to take home. Benjamin is not forced to stay and by the end of the chapter, it looks like
everything is going to turn out well for Jacob’s family. Quite often we place ourselves into a state of
dread when that is just not necessary. Almost all of what we fear will happen never actually does
happen.
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Where is God in this story? I believe he is watching (and dare I say enjoying) as the story unfolds exactly
as He had planned. His people are being spared from starvation and the building of a mighty nation
continues. While we might think Joseph cruel as he plays out this little drama, bear in mind the brothers
also needed to come to grips with their own guilt in selling Joseph into slavery and lying to Jacob about
his death. Guilt can never be shoved under the rug or sweep aside. Either we deal with it before the
cross of Jesus Christ, allowing Him to carry it all or we let it ruin our lives one day at a time. The brothers
were right to feel dread in this situation for they all had un-repented sin they were dragging around.
Not only is God feeding them and their families He is allowing them the even greater gift of being able
to deal with that guilt as well.
I’ve known people who actually dread coming to church because of their guilt. In reality, coming to God
is the only place where you can effectively bring your guilt and have it be forgiven. Because of Jesus
there is no place for guilt in our lives. We need not carry that burden any further than the foot of the
cross. If you’re feeling dread over anything (except maybe the dentist ) talk to God about it. Let Him
take that from you for you don’t need it anymore.

Judah Steps Up – Genesis 44:1-45:2
1
Then he commanded the steward of his house, “Fill the men’s sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put
each man’s money in the mouth of his sack, 2and put my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the
youngest, with his money for the grain.” And he did as Joseph told him. 3As soon as the morning was light, the
men were sent away with their donkeys. 4They had gone only a short distance from the city. Now Joseph said to
his steward, “Up, follow after the men, and when you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid evil for
good? 5Is it not from this that my lord drinks, and by this that he practices divination? You have done evil in doing
this.’” 6When he overtook them, he spoke to them these words. 7They said to him, “Why does my lord speak such
words as these? Far be it from your servants to do such a thing! 8Behold, the money that we found in the mouths
of our sacks we brought back to you from the land of Canaan. How then could we steal silver or gold from your
lord’s house? 9Whichever of your servants is found with it shall die, and we also will be my lord’s servants.” 10He
said, “Let it be as you say: he who is found with it shall be my servant, and the rest of you shall be innocent.”
11
Then each man quickly lowered his sack to the ground, and each man opened his sack. 12And he searched,
beginning with the eldest and ending with the youngest. And the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack. 13Then they
tore their clothes, and every man loaded his donkey, and they returned to the city. 14When Judah and his brothers
came to Joseph’s house, he was still there. They fell before him to the ground. 15Joseph said to them, “What deed
is this that you have done? Do you not know that a man like me can indeed practice divination?” 16And Judah said,
“What shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? Or how can we clear ourselves? God has found out the guilt
of your servants; behold, we are my lord’s servants, both we and he also in whose hand the cup has been found.”
17
But he said, “Far be it from me that I should do so! Only the man in whose hand the cup was found shall be my
servant. But as for you, go up in peace to your father.” 18Then Judah went up to him and said, “Oh, my lord, please
let your servant speak a word in my lord’s ears, and let not your anger burn against your servant, for you are like
Pharaoh himself. 19My lord asked his servants, saying, ‘Have you a father, or a brother?’ 20And we said to my lord,
‘We have a father, an old man, and a young brother, the child of his old age. His brother is dead, and he alone is
left of his mother’s children, and his father loves him.’ 21Then you said to your servants, ‘Bring him down to me,
that I may set my eyes on him.’ 22We said to my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father, for if he should leave his
father, his father would die.’ 23Then you said to your servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with
you, you shall not see my face again.’ 24“When we went back to your servant my father, we told him the words of
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my lord. 25And when our father said, ‘Go again, buy us a little food,’ 26we said, ‘We cannot go down. If our
youngest brother goes with us, then we will go down. For we cannot see the man’s face unless our youngest
brother is with us.’ 27Then your servant my father said to us, ‘You know that my wife bore me two sons. 28One left
me, and I said, “Surely he has been torn to pieces,” and I have never seen him since. 29If you take this one also
from me, and harm happens to him, you will bring down my gray hairs in evil to Sheol.’ 30“Now therefore, as soon
as I come to your servant my father, and the boy is not with us, then, as his life is bound up in the boy’s life, 31as
soon as he sees that the boy is not with us, he will die, and your servants will bring down the gray hairs of your
servant our father with sorrow to Sheol. 32For your servant became a pledge of safety for the boy to my father,
saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, then I shall bear the blame before my father all my life.’ 33Now therefore,
please let your servant remain instead of the boy as a servant to my lord, and let the boy go back with his
brothers. 34For how can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? I fear to see the evil that would find my
father.” 45:1Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. He cried, “Make everyone go
out from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2And he wept aloud,
so that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it.

The story of Joseph and his brothers finally reaches a climax as all is revealed by Joseph. Through a
cunning plan Joseph has been used as God’s instrument to bring the brothers to their knees. Through
the mouth of Judah there is confession of the fact that God has revealed their sin to them and they are
fully aware of their guilt. At this point, Joseph brings grace and comfort as he reveals his true identity as
their long-lost brother; twenty-two years of separation is ended and a family is united.
With the resolution of these events we finally see Judah, the ancient ancestor of Jesus, step up and take
charge of the impossible situation Joseph has brought upon the brothers. Judah is the one who makes
a compelling case for mercy as he tells the story of what has happened to his family as a result of
coming to Egypt for food. Judah pleads with the only thing he has left – the life of his father. This plea
works, and Joseph is moved to tears. Imagine the hearts of the brothers as they discover that what they
believed had been the permanent disposal of Joseph two decades earlier was now undone. While they
had treated the life of Joseph with disregard, God had protected him and in fact blessed him. This is
one of those Biblical scenes that truly has great impact. You cannot help but be drawn into such an
emotionally charged drama. It took 22 years, but finally the brothers are forcefully struck with terror
over their sin.
Judah calls it correctly as he finally steps up as the family’s leader. He rightfully confesses the sin of the
group and falls upon the “mercy of the court” – in this case, Joseph. Here we find that Joseph is a “type”
of Christ. He graciously forgives the brothers and brings about reconciliation. That is what Christ does
for us. When we throw ourselves upon the mercy of the court, we are received with open arms and tears
of joy; grace is chosen, and bitterness forgotten. The story ends well for all of us because Christ has
granted our forgiveness through His shed blood. As the brothers are absolved of their betrayal 22 years
earlier so we too are forgiven for our lifetime of sin.
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Blessing upon Blessing – Genesis 45:3-28
3
And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for
they were dismayed at his presence. 4So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came
near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed or angry
with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been
in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7And
God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it
was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler
over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has
made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. 10You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall
be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have.
11
There I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your household, and
all that you have, do not come to poverty.’ 12And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see,
that it is my mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have
seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and
Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked
with him. 16When the report was heard in Pharaoh’s house, “Joseph’s brothers have come,” it pleased Pharaoh and
his servants. 17And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to your brothers, ‘Do this: load your beasts and go back to the
land of Canaan, 18and take your father and your households, and come to me, and I will give you the best of the
land of Egypt, and you shall eat the fat of the land.’ 19And you, Joseph, are commanded to say, ‘Do this: take
wagons from the land of Egypt for your little ones and for your wives, and bring your father, and come. 20Have no
concern for your goods, for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours.’” 21The sons of Israel did so: and Joseph gave
them wagons, according to the command of Pharaoh, and gave them provisions for the journey. 22To each and all
of them he gave a change of clothes, but to Benjamin he gave three hundred shekels of silver and five changes of
clothes. 23To his father he sent as follows: ten donkeys loaded with the good things of Egypt, and ten female
donkeys loaded with grain, bread, and provision for his father on the journey. 24Then he sent his brothers away,
and as they departed, he said to them, “Do not quarrel on the way.” 25So they went up out of Egypt and came to
the land of Canaan to their father Jacob. 26And they told him, “Joseph is still alive, and he is ruler over all the land
of Egypt.” And his heart became numb, for he did not believe them. 27But when they told him all the words of
Joseph, which he had said to them, and when he saw the wagons that Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of
their father Jacob revived. 28And Israel said, “It is enough; Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see him before I
die.”
When God’s plans are finally revealed there is a fantastic sense of understanding and relief. It is always a
joy to release my grip on my own plans in order to fully embrace what God wants to do. In the previous
reading, we read about Judah’s plan to bring Benjamin back to Jacob in order to spare his life.
Suddenly, Joseph reveals his true identity and those plans all fall away. Now it is time to receive the
abundant blessings that God always had in mind for His children. Because of his position as Prime
Minister (so to speak) he is able to provide an out-pouring of riches onto his entire family. Jacob’s life
has been spared by God in order that he might see the incredible blessing of the return of his son,
Joseph. Everyone stands amazed including us, the readers. This is because God is amazing. We don’t
realize that sometimes because we don’t pay attention to Him. Maybe it’s time to give Him a chance to
work His plan for our good.
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Death and Restoration – Genesis 46:1-47:12
1

So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to the God of his father
Isaac. 2And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, “Here I am.” 3Then he said, “I
am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation. 4I
myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again, and Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes.”
5
Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, their little ones, and their wives, in the
wagons that Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6They also took their livestock and their goods, which they had gained in
the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob and all his offspring with him, 7his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his
daughters, and his sons’ daughters. All his offspring he brought with him into Egypt. 8Now these are the names of the
descendants of Israel, who came into Egypt, Jacob and his sons. Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn, 9and the sons of Reuben:
Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 10The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a
Canaanite woman. 11The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 12The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and
Zerah (but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan); and the sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul. 13The sons of
Issachar: Tola, Puvah, Yob, and Shimron. 14The sons of Zebulun: Sered, Elon, and Jahleel. 15These are the sons of Leah,
whom she bore to Jacob in Paddan-aram, together with his daughter Dinah; altogether his sons and his daughters
numbered thirty-three. 16The sons of Gad: Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli. 17The sons of Asher: Imnah,
Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, with Serah their sister. And the sons of Beriah: Heber and Malchiel. 18These are the sons of Zilpah,
whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter; and these she bore to Jacob—sixteen persons. 19The sons of Rachel, Jacob’s
wife: Joseph and Benjamin. 20And to Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, whom Asenath, the
daughter of Potiphera the priest of On, bore to him. 21And the sons of Benjamin: Bela, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman,
Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, and Ard. 22These are the sons of Rachel, who were born to Jacob—fourteen persons in all.
23
The son of Dan: Hushim. 24The sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem. 25These are the sons of Bilhah, whom
Laban gave to Rachel his daughter, and these she bore to Jacob—seven persons in all. 26All the persons belonging to
Jacob who came into Egypt, who were his own descendants, not including Jacob’s sons’ wives, were sixty-six persons in
all. 27And the sons of Joseph, who were born to him in Egypt, were two. All the persons of the house of Jacob who came
into Egypt were seventy. 28He had sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to show the way before him in Goshen, and they
came into the land of Goshen. 29Then Joseph prepared his chariot and went up to meet Israel his father in Goshen. He
presented himself to him and fell on his neck and wept on his neck a good while. 30Israel said to Joseph, “Now let me
die, since I have seen your face and know that you are still alive.” 31Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s
household, “I will go up and tell Pharaoh and will say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who were in the
land of Canaan, have come to me. 32And the men are shepherds, for they have been keepers of livestock, and they have
brought their flocks and their herds and all that they have.’ 33When Pharaoh calls you and says, ‘What is your
occupation?’ 34you shall say, ‘Your servants have been keepers of livestock from our youth even until now, both we and
our fathers,’ in order that you may dwell in the land of Goshen, for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians.”
47:1
So Joseph went in and told Pharaoh, “My father and my brothers, with their flocks and herds and all that they
possess, have come from the land of Canaan. They are now in the land of Goshen.” 2And from among his brothers he
took five men and presented them to Pharaoh. 3Pharaoh said to his brothers, “What is your occupation?” And they said
to Pharaoh, “Your servants are shepherds, as our fathers were.” 4They said to Pharaoh, “We have come to sojourn in the
land, for there is no pasture for your servants’ flocks, for the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. And now, please let
your servants dwell in the land of Goshen.” 5Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your brothers have come to
you. 6The land of Egypt is before you. Settle your father and your brothers in the best of the land. Let them settle in the
land of Goshen, and if you know any able men among them, put them in charge of my livestock.” 7Then Joseph brought
in Jacob his father and stood him before Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8And Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How many
are the days of the years of your life?” 9And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my sojourning are 130
years. Few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they have not attained to the days of the years of the
life of my fathers in the days of their sojourning.” 10And Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from the presence of
Pharaoh. 11Then Joseph settled his father and his brothers and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best
of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. 12And Joseph provided his father, his brothers, and all
his father’s household with food, according to the number of their dependents.
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With alarming frequency stories emerge in the news about children who have been abducted and are
missing for years. I can think of nothing more terrifying than having a child stolen and then wondering
what happened to them, desperately praying for their safety and for their return. Sometimes those
stories end rather miraculously with the child being returned to their families and sometimes they end
in tragedy. Either way, we are horrified and fascinated.
Jacob now has the one thing he never dreamed imaginable; he is reunited with his son, Joseph. His
other sons had led him to believe that Joseph had perished in the desert, destroyed by an animal.
Twenty-two years later Jacob learns the truth – his son is alive and thriving! Having never been through
such a thing I simply cannot imagine the emotional impact this news would have had on Jacob.
Overwhelming is probably not a big enough word. He who was thought dead is instead alive and brings
with him salvation from the famine. Hmmm – sounds familiar.
In this regard, Joseph can be thought of as a “type” of Christ. He was sacrificed by his brothers and
thought dead by his father. When the truth comes out, it is just in time to save the entire region from
certain death. Jesus, who was thought dead by everyone who saw Him die is resurrected from that
death only to bring with Him salvation from the sin that entangles us and separates us from God. We
are then moved to a “new land”. We no longer reside in a life of sin and degradation. Instead we live in
the Kingdom of God and will do so for the rest of eternity. We are saved by Jesus from way more than
starvation. We are saved from hell itself, and that forever. I, who was once dead in my sin am now made
alive in the blood of Christ, brought back from destruction by an all-powerful God. While Joseph is not
one of the ancestors of Jesus, his story is certainly one of grace and forgiveness.

Prosperity – Genesis 47:13-31
13
Now there was no food in all the land, for the famine was very severe, so that the land of Egypt and the land of
Canaan languished by reason of the famine. 14And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of
Egypt and in the land of Canaan, in exchange for the grain that they bought. And Joseph brought the money into
Pharaoh’s house. 15And when the money was all spent in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all the
Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give us food. Why should we die before your eyes? For our money is gone.”
16
And Joseph answered, “Give your livestock, and I will give you food in exchange for your livestock, if your money
is gone.” 17So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them food in exchange for the horses, the
flocks, the herds, and the donkeys. He supplied them with food in exchange for all their livestock that year. 18And
when that year was ended, they came to him the following year and said to him, “We will not hide from my lord
that our money is all spent. The herds of livestock are my lord’s. There is nothing left in the sight of my lord but
our bodies and our land. 19Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land for
food, and we with our land will be servants to Pharaoh. And give us seed that we may live and not die, and that
the land may not be desolate.” 20So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh, for all the Egyptians sold
their fields, because the famine was severe on them. The land became Pharaoh’s. 21As for the people, he made
servants of them from one end of Egypt to the other. 22Only the land of the priests he did not buy, for the priests
had a fixed allowance from Pharaoh and lived on the allowance that Pharaoh gave them; therefore they did not
sell their land. 23Then Joseph said to the people, “Behold, I have this day bought you and your land for Pharaoh.
Now here is seed for you, and you shall sow the land. 24And at the harvests you shall give a fifth to Pharaoh, and
four fifths shall be your own, as seed for the field and as food for yourselves and your households, and as food for
your little ones.” 25And they said, “You have saved our lives; may it please my lord, we will be servants to Pharaoh.”
26
So Joseph made it a statute concerning the land of Egypt, and it stands to this day, that Pharaoh should have the
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fifth; the land of the priests alone did not become Pharaoh’s. 27Thus Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the land
of Goshen. And they gained possessions in it, and were fruitful and multiplied greatly. 28And Jacob lived in the
land of Egypt seventeen years. So the days of Jacob, the years of his life, were 147 years. 29And when the time
drew near that Israel must die, he called his son Joseph and said to him, “If now I have found favor in your sight,
put your hand under my thigh and promise to deal kindly and truly with me. Do not bury me in Egypt, 30but let me
lie with my fathers. Carry me out of Egypt and bury me in their burying place.” He answered, “I will do as you have
said.” 31And he said, “Swear to me”; and he swore to him. Then Israel bowed himself upon the head of his bed.

Joseph’s administration of the disaster relief during the famine goes along without a hitch. As the
famine deepens, the people turn to the only source of food available – the Pharaoh. Because of
Joseph’s careful planning, there is food for everyone. But in sharing that food, Joseph makes Pharaoh
even richer. All of the money and the land in Egypt becomes his property. Eventually, the people sell
even themselves into servitude in order to feed their families. But – Joseph gives them seed to eat and
to plant, demanding that a fifth of it be returned to Pharaoh. When I consider the fact that most of us
would rejoice at an Income Tax of only 20%, I guess returning a fifth to Pharaoh doesn’t seem too bad. I
think we can assume Joseph holds that fifth in reserve should another famine strike the land.
Jacob is graciously given another 17 years of life after he is reunited with the son he thought dead.
Clearly, he and Joseph have renewed their close relationship and Jacob looks to him as the oldest son,
extracting promises from him that would be asked of the oldest. God’s blessings continue to pour out
upon His children now located in the Egyptian province of Goshen. They prosper and multiply, just as
God had planned. God has saved his people from destruction and the story rolls on.

The Blessings of the Father – Genesis 48:1-49:7
1
After this, Joseph was told, “Behold, your father is ill.” So he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim.
2
And it was told to Jacob, “Your son Joseph has come to you.” Then Israel summoned his strength and sat up in
bed. 3And Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me, 4and
said to me, ‘Behold, I will make you fruitful and multiply you, and I will make of you a company of peoples and will
give this land to your offspring after you for an everlasting possession.’ 5And now your two sons, who were born
to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine, as
Reuben and Simeon are. 6And the children that you fathered after them shall be yours. They shall be called by the
name of their brothers in their inheritance. 7As for me, when I came from Paddan, to my sorrow Rachel died in the
land of Canaan on the way, when there was still some distance to go to Ephrath, and I buried her there on the way
to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).” 8When Israel saw Joseph’s sons, he said, “Who are these?” 9Joseph said to his
father, “They are my sons, whom God has given me here.” And he said, “Bring them to me, please, that I may bless
them.” 10Now the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that he could not see. So Joseph brought them near him,
and he kissed them and embraced them. 11And Israel said to Joseph, “I never expected to see your face; and
behold, God has let me see your offspring also.” 12Then Joseph removed them from his knees, and he bowed
himself with his face to the earth. 13And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel’s left
hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel’s right hand, and brought them near him. 14And Israel stretched
out his right hand and laid it on the head of Ephraim, who was the younger, and his left hand on the head of
Manasseh, crossing his hands (for Manasseh was the firstborn). 15And he blessed Joseph and said, “The God
before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this
day, 16the angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the boys; and in them let my name be carried on, and
the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.” 17When
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Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it displeased him, and he took his father’s
hand to move it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. 18And Joseph said to his father, “Not this way, my
father; since this one is the firstborn, put your right hand on his head.” 19But his father refused and said, “I know,
my son, I know. He also shall become a people, and he also shall be great. Nevertheless, his younger brother shall
be greater than he, and his offspring shall become a multitude of nations.” 20So he blessed them that day, saying,
“By you Israel will pronounce blessings, saying, ‘God make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh.’” Thus he put
Ephraim before Manasseh. 21Then Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I am about to die, but God will be with you and
will bring you again to the land of your fathers. 22Moreover, I have given to you rather than to your brothers one
mountain slope that I took from the hand of the Amorites with my sword and with my bow.” 49:1Then Jacob called
his sons and said, “Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you what shall happen to you in days to come.
2
“Assemble and listen, O sons of Jacob, listen to Israel your father. 3“Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, and
the firstfruits of my strength, preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. 4Unstable as water, you shall not
have preeminence, because you went up to your father’s bed; then you defiled it—he went up to my couch!
5
“Simeon and Levi are brothers; weapons of violence are their swords. 6Let my soul come not into their council; O
my glory, be not joined to their company. For in their anger they killed men, and in their willfulness they
hamstrung oxen. 7Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce, and their wrath, for it is cruel! I will divide them in Jacob
and scatter them in Israel. 8“Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies;
your father’s sons shall bow down before you. 9Judah is a lion’s cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He
stooped down; he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him? 10The scepter shall not depart from
Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of
the peoples. 11Binding his foal to the vine and his donkey’s colt to the choice vine, he has washed his garments in
wine and his vesture in the blood of grapes. 12His eyes are darker than wine, and his teeth whiter than milk.
13
“Zebulun shall dwell at the shore of the sea; he shall become a haven for ships, and his border shall be at Sidon.
14
“Issachar is a strong donkey, crouching between the sheepfolds. 15He saw that a resting place was good, and
that the land was pleasant, so he bowed his shoulder to bear, and became a servant at forced labor. 16“Dan shall
judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel. 17Dan shall be a serpent in the way, a viper by the path, that bites
the horse’s heels so that his rider falls backward. 18I wait for your salvation, O Lord. 19“Raiders shall raid Gad, but
he shall raid at their heels. 20“Asher’s food shall be rich, and he shall yield royal delicacies. 21“Naphtali is a doe let
loose that bears beautiful fawns. 22“Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a spring; his branches run over
the wall. 23The archers bitterly attacked him, shot at him, and harassed him severely, 24yet his bow remained
unmoved; his arms were made agile by the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob (from there is the Shepherd, the
Stone of Israel), 25by the God of your father who will help you, by the Almighty who will bless you with blessings of
heaven above, blessings of the deep that crouches beneath, blessings of the breasts and of the womb. 26The
blessings of your father are mighty beyond the blessings of my parents, up to the bounties of the everlasting hills.
May they be on the head of Joseph, and on the brow of him who was set apart from his brothers. 27“Benjamin is a
ravenous wolf, in the morning devouring the prey and at evening dividing the spoil.”

As the story of Joseph draws to a close in the next 3 chapters, we find the emphasis returning to Jacob. It is
time for him to pass on the blessings of the father to his sons. Joseph now brings the two sons born to him
in Egypt to Jacob for a blessing. Jacob’s response is to declare Joseph’s sons as his own. Ephraim and
Manasseh are from this point forward named as part of the 12 Tribes of Jacob. (Levi, while being a son of
Jacob is the father of the priest class, thus not an inheritor of land and Joseph remains in Egypt for the rest
of his life. Thus, Levi and Joseph are replaced by Ephraim and Manasseh, thus bringing the number back up
to 12.) This passage also continues the thread that flows throughout Genesis of granting the blessing of
leadership to someone other than the oldest born. The blessings do not generally follow natural descent but
are instead bestowed on those who had no actual claim to the role. We must see Jacob as the voice of God
in this episode of familial blessing as he prophetically pronounces what the future will hold for all of his
children. While his own father may have been duped into giving the blessing of the firstborn to Jacob rather
than to Esau, Jacob is not fooled. Joseph gives him all of the information he needs to have and yet he still
blesses Ephraim as the leader.
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In chapter 49, Jacob blesses Judah with the role of firstborn. Through his line Jesus is born. As you read
the words of the blessings for Judah, you will find that many of them lead you directly to the Messiah.
Ephraim and Manasseh become the loudest and strongest voices in what will become the Northern
Tribes who break away from Judah and Benjamin, becoming their own nation. They are also the tribes
who fail to worship God at all after the nation is separated and are dispersed into slavery 700 years
before Jesus is born. The three oldest sons, Reuben, Simeon, and Levi received what appear to be not
blessings but curse. They have betrayed their father and their family. No one can say they didn’t see it
coming, but it must have hurt, nonetheless.
While these blessings are at the same time amazing and weird, they do give us a role model that I think
may have sadly been dropped in our culture. What an incredible thing it would be if we were to all
speak words of blessing over our children. There are some cultures where this is very intentionally done,
but I’m not aware of it being a general practice for most families in 2019. That is a shame for what a
beautiful gift to give your children! It can in fact be done all the time. When you observe a gifting from
the Lord in the character of your child – point it out! When you see a skill or talent that can only come
from the Holy Spirit – let them know! These blessings grow in young (and maybe not so young) hearts
and minds. It is a way to help your children know that they are uniquely created and dearly loved by the
God of the Universe. What an incredible blessing it is to be reminded of that that all the time.

God Meant It for Good – Genesis 49:29-50:26
29
Then he commanded them and said to them, “I am to be gathered to my people; bury me with my fathers in the
cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 30in the cave that is in the field at Machpelah, to the east of Mamre,
in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field from Ephron the Hittite to possess as a burying place.
31
There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife. There they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife, and there I buried
Leah— 32the field and the cave that is in it were bought from the Hittites.” 33When Jacob finished commanding his
sons, he drew up his feet into the bed and breathed his last and was gathered to his people. 50:1Then Joseph fell
on his father’s face and wept over him and kissed him. 2And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to
embalm his father. So the physicians embalmed Israel. 3Forty days were required for it, for that is how many are
required for embalming. And the Egyptians wept for him seventy days. 4And when the days of weeping for him
were past, Joseph spoke to the household of Pharaoh, saying, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, please
speak in the ears of Pharaoh, saying, 5‘My father made me swear, saying, “I am about to die: in my tomb that I
hewed out for myself in the land of Canaan, there shall you bury me.” Now therefore, let me please go up and
bury my father. Then I will return.’” 6And Pharaoh answered, “Go up, and bury your father, as he made you swear.”
7
So Joseph went up to bury his father. With him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his household,
and all the elders of the land of Egypt, 8as well as all the household of Joseph, his brothers, and his father’s
household. Only their children, their flocks, and their herds were left in the land of Goshen. 9And there went up
with him both chariots and horsemen. It was a very great company. 10When they came to the threshing floor of
Atad, which is beyond the Jordan, they lamented there with a very great and grievous lamentation, and he made a
mourning for his father seven days. 11When the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning on the
threshing floor of Atad, they said, “This is a grievous mourning by the Egyptians.” Therefore the place was named
Abel-mizraim; it is beyond the Jordan. 12Thus his sons did for him as he had commanded them, 13for his sons
carried him to the land of Canaan and buried him in the cave of the field at Machpelah, to the east of Mamre,
which Abraham bought with the field from Ephron the Hittite to possess as a burying place. 14After he had buried
his father, Joseph returned to Egypt with his brothers and all who had gone up with him to bury his father. 15When
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Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for
all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command
before he died: 17‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did
evil to you.” ’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept
when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your
servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.
21
So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.
22
So Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his father’s house. Joseph lived 110 years. 23And Joseph saw Ephraim’s
children of the third generation. The children also of Machir the son of Manasseh were counted as Joseph’s own.
24
And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, but God will visit you and bring you up out of this land to
the land that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 25Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying,
“God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.” 26So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They
embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.

One of the most oft repeated verses by Christians everywhere is Romans 8:28. “And we know that for those
who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” It’s a
great verse but you have to be careful when you quote it. If you speak it into someone’s life while they are in
the midst of their pain they may not thank you for your “word” to them. That doesn’t mean it isn’t true, but
timing is everything. Anyway, we see here at the end of Genesis the perfect example of that verse being lived
out by Joseph and his brothers.
Jacob has died and received an incredible funeral and outpouring of love and devotion. The Pharaoh grants
Joseph permission (for technically he is still a slave) to return to Canaan to bury Jacob in the location of the
family tomb. And it would appear many of the high-ranking Egyptian officials join in the funeral procession.
We also see that Joseph has been almost completely acculturated into the Egyptian lifestyle as he has his
father embalmed. This was not the Hebrew way. But it was probably the only way to get the deceased Jacob
to Canaan in such an elaborate funeral march. After the family’s time of mourning, Joseph’s brothers make a
logical assumption – surely Joseph will now extract vengeance for the way that they treated him so many
years earlier. They then invoke the name of their deceased father. “Your father gave this command before he
died . . . Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.” Joseph
has already long since forgiven them for the pain they caused him and in hindsight can see how God used all
of it protect His people. He used “all things for the good of those who love Him”. When you know your pain
is being used by an Almighty God, it does tend to take the sting away. Joseph’s story ends well with him
dying at an old age but also asking that his bones be returned to Canaan just as Jacob had requested. (That
doesn’t happen immediately upon his death, but his bones are taken by Moses when the Children of Israel
escape Egypt 400 years later.)
As we close the pages on the story of Joseph we rejoice in a life that is lived for God. Despite the tragedy of
slavery Joseph proves that no matter what turns your life takes you can still seek God’s face and live
according to His will. His life also proves the old cliché that “hindsight is 20/20.” It is always good to look
back and see that God’s hands are all over you and that indeed, “all things work together for the good of
those who love God.”
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