
Following Jesus  
During COVID-19

Devotional
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Schools have closed, sporting events and plays have been 
canceled, and some people have been quarantined. When 
changes like this happen, it is a perfect time to remind 
ourselves that God is worth trusting! He is sovereign, good, 
and wise.

- Sovereign
When we say God is sovereign we mean that whatever 
happens stems from his decisions and control. And 
whatever He does is in accord with His own purposes and 
wishes. He doesn’t need to let us in on them!

Have you not heard that I (God) determined it long ago? I 
planned from days of old what now I bring to pass.
Isaiah 37:26

- Good
I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I 
(Jesus) have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they 
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.
John 10:14-16

The idea of God as shepherd really summarizes what it means that God is good. A 
shepherd not only provides for his sheep, but he was a watchman who looked for 
enemies that might harm the sheep. God is concerned about the well-being of His 
creatures like a shepherd. He cares!

- Wise
God has not told us the reasons why there is a new pandemic. But we know that 
God knows what He is doing! Remember God’s goal in your life. It is not sunshine, 
puppies and butterflies and to send you gleefully skipping through the hills. His 
purpose in you is to glorify Himself and seek after your good by making you more 
like His Son, Jesus Christ.

The LORD is wonderful in counsel and excellent in wisdom.
Isaiah 28:29

Practical

• Create an art project that highlights these verses and attributes. Get out the 
construction paper and glue to make something to hang up in the house to 
remind you to trust God. 

• Spend time with God thanking Him for His attributes. Maybe this season is an 
invitation from God to spend more time with Him.

• Write Bible verses on 3x5 cards. Then go take a walk if you can get outside. Get 
your body involved and meditate on these truths.

• Take each of these attributes (sovereign, good and wise) and list 10 ways you see 
them at work in your life and around you. Share them with someone around you.

• Consider how you the cross of Christ teaches us these attributes and assures us 
that even if we don’t know what is going on that He does indeed love us.

EVENT CANCELED
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Vanilla, Chocolate, Strawberry or Cookie Dough?

If you could choose between these ice cream flavors today, 
which would you pick? You might not get ice cream today, 
but you do get to make a choice. Are you going to give 
thanks today or complain? 

The Bible says in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, “Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 

of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

That’s not always easy to do. This new virus has caused some kind 
of trouble for almost everyone we know. Have any events you were 

looking forward to been canceled? Maybe you miss seeing your friends 
at school. Perhaps you feel worried because you heard about people 

getting sick. We might be tempted to say, “It’s not fair!” We might think, “I ought to 
be able to do what I was planning to do this week!” 

People often complain because they feel they are not getting what they deserve. If 
you are having trouble thinking of something to be thankful for, try this. Say, “Thank 
you, God, that life is not always fair.” 

Sinful people like us deserve nothing from God except for His judgment. 
But He gives us His love. That’s not fair! He even gives forgiveness to people who 
repent of their sin and believe in Jesus. Not fair, again!

What other blessings has He given you? What can you thank Him for today?

Practical

• Kid’s craft 1: Find a small tree branch outside. Cut leaf 
shapes out of paper. Write something that you are  
thankful for on each leaf and attach them to the branch.

• Kid’s craft 2: make a flower out of construction paper  
by attaching cut out petals onto a center circle. Write  
“I’m thankful for:” in the center. Then on each petal,  
write something or someone you are thankful for in your 
life. You can make as many petals as you would like. 

• Spend time with God thanking Him for His attributes.

• Go back and read over the verses above. Write them on 
3x5 cards or put them in your phone or download a Bible 
app to have them read out loud. Then go take a walk if you 
can get outside. Get your body involved and meditate on 
these truths.

• Take each of these attributes (sovereign, good and wise) 
and list 10 ways you see them at work in your life and 
around you. Share them with someone around you.

• Consider how you the cross of Christ teaches us these 
attributes and assures us that even if we don’t know what 
is going on that He does indeed love us.
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Pilate, the governor of Judea, was speaking 
to Jesus. “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
Jesus respectfully answered, “You have 
said so.” Jesus had already been unfairly 
arrested and brought to this trial. Pilate 
would decide if Jesus should live or die. In 
the end, Pilate let his soldiers beat Jesus, 
spit on Him, make fun of Him, and crucify 
Him. Did Jesus scream back at the soldiers? 
Did He dishonor Pilate during the trial? He 
did not. He modeled how to be humble, 
even when Pilate, the governor, made a 
terrible decision.

Our president, our governor, and other 
leaders in America have had to make some 
difficult decisions this month. They have 
told Americans not to meet with large 
groups of people. They have kept some 
folks from traveling to America for a while. 
They have closed some schools for a few 
weeks. Your parents may like those decisions. Or maybe they do not. It is okay to 
disagree with what the authorities say. But God has given us a command to obey 
our leaders and treat them with respect. The apostle Peter said,

Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the 
emperor as supreme, or to governors… 
1 Peter 2:13-14a

At another time, in Acts 5:29, Peter said, “We must obey God, rather than human 
beings!” He said this because sometimes leaders make rules that are clearly sinful. 
When that happens, Christians must obey God’s laws instead of human laws. At all 
other times, we should obey our authorities. 

Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but 
living as servants of God. Honor everyone, Love the brotherhood, Fear God. Honor 
the emperor. 
1 Peter 2:16-17

Practical

• Confess your disobedient to God. Ask the Lord to search you and know you  
and expose any rebellion in your soul for what is going on around you  
(Psalm 139:23-24).

• Confess your pride and arrogance to others where you have not resembled Christ 
in your response.

• Consider how while there may be extremes that are being taken how there can 
be some good reasons for it. While you may not get sick or maybe you do with 
mild symptoms, consider especially those over 80 as well as those with other 
medical emergencies who are delayed because there is no room in the hospitals. 
Take some time to consider others as more important than yourself and what 
that might look like in your life in this situation.

• Write a thank you card, note or email to your governing authorities for taking 
some action and trying to do what is best in their eyes. 
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Have the past few days been different for you due to fears about the coronavirus? 
What has been unusual about this week?

God knew about every day of your life before you even were born, including these 
unusual days. The Bible says,

In your (God’s) book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed 
for me, when as yet there was none of them. 
Psalm 139:16

Every single day, there are dangers to fear in the world. For example, we must be 
careful whenever we walk, ride our bikes or drive in the street to avoid being hit by 
a vehicle. We also try not to cough on people and spread sickness. We may even 
know people who have died from a car accident or an illness. However, if we focus 
on our fears, we will waste precious time and energy worrying rather than enjoying 
the gift of life God has given or doing the work God has planned for us.

God is the one who has given us our lives, days, abilities and possessions. Let’s 
think about how God wants us to use our days for Him. 

Above all, keep loving each other earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 
Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. As each has received a gift, use 
it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.  
1 Peter 4:8-10

Practical

• Enjoy playing a game with your family and friends. Go back  
to playing some board games together. 

• Consider others who may be sick or unable to join and use modern technology to 
bring them in. Facetime or Skype them into the game or play it digitally together. 
Praise God we still have electricity and chargers!

• What’s a project around the house you can work on? Clean out the garage or 
start spring cleaning, but make it a group project and make it fun. 

• Be creative! Use this time to create and not just consume. Learn a new skill or 
dust off an old one. Make something and share it with neighbors. 

• Join others on a walk around the neighborhood or join families and play at 
Northwest Community Park together.
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Imagine a family living in ancient times - father, mother, children and grandparents, 
all of them sick at once. It’s a dangerous illness. They know people who have died 
from it. The family is so extremely sick, that they don’t have the energy or strength 
to leave home to get food and water. Cars aren’t invented yet and there is no such 
thing as grocery stores that will deliver. They need people to take care of them, but 
who? People are afraid to get near them. Many of the doctors have gone to live in 
other towns because they are afraid of the illness themselves. 

What a sad story to imagine! This is what could have happened to a family in the 
year 165 AD or 251 AD when pandemics reached the Roman Empire. The former 
pandemic sadly killed about 1/3 of the population during the following 15 years. 
But God used those awful days for good. Many Christians overcame their fears and 
visited their sick neighbors, taking care of them and telling them

about the grace and forgiveness of Jesus Christ and the gift of eternal life after 
death. A huge number of people became Christians as a result!

How can we serve the people we know? Titus 3:14 tells us to “let our people learn 
to devote themselves to good works, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not 
be unfruitful.” 

Practical

• Write a letter and start a “pen pal” correspondence with a widow or widower or 
elderly in our church. Find out ways you may be able to serve them as well during 
this time. Maybe you can offer to get them groceries or deliver dinner. Parents 
contact Deacon Bruce (joandbrucecrum@aol.com) or Deacon Len (llo9999@
comcast.net) for people you could write to and serve.

• Consider helping a family who have kids at home while they have to work. With 
school cancellations and daycare 
facilities full or denying children this 
can be very hard. Help with babysitting 
even if for just a few hours.

• If the weather is good and you are 
able to get out, consider contacting 
Deacon Rod (rodjudy.rumrill@gmail.
com) for your family to come help do 
some Spring cleaning at Northwest 
Community Park. 

• There are many students in our 
community who not only will not 
have school but will also be without 
meals during this time. We will also 
have families who will lose work and 
thus the ability to provide meals for 
themselves. Give food and clothing to 
the Storehouse and contact Monica 
Forsythe (mmagf@msn.com) if you 
are able to help organize or box up 
materials. We are working with local 
authorities to find ways we can deliver 
such packages if needed and will keep 
you informed of how we can serve our 
community together as a church. 


