
FOLLOWING JESUS 
DURING COVID-19

SERVE

As I pointed out we have a unique opportunity to use our time, talent and treasure to serve Jesus during this time. I 
would remind you that church history teaches us that the gospel expanded rapidly during these kinds of days. This is 
because the followers of Jesus are called to serve, especially the marginalized of society. And because of COVID-19 
we are going to have more and more people fall into the marginalized category. Look at just a sampling of what God 
says:

Deuteronomy 10:17-18 For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awe-
some God, who is not partial and takes no bribe. He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the 
sojourner, giving him food and clothing. 

Psalm 10:14 To you the helpless commits himself; you have been the helper of the fatherless.

Proverbs 14:31 Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker, but he who is generous to the needy honors him.

Proverbs 17:5 Whoever mocks the poor insults his Maker.  

Jeremiah 22:16 He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it was well. Is not this to know me? declares the 
LORD.

Isaiah 58:10 if you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in 
the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. 

Titus 3:14   And let our people learn to devote themselves to good works, so as to help cases of urgent need, and 
not be unfruitful.

Hebrews 13:2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers.

James 2:5-8  Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith 
and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? But you have dishonored the poor man. 
Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court? Are they not the ones who blas-
pheme the honorable name by which you were called? If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.

Now historians agree that extraordinary growth took place between 250AD to 350AD in Christianity. It went from 1 
million to 34 million! How did it get there? What happened at the end of the 3rd century and into the early 4th to 
cause such an explosion? Well, it wasn’t massive crusades or political maneuvering that caused Christianity to grow. 
It was through service, mercy, sacrifice and fighting for justice that the gospel was heard and believed in! 

History tells us that Christianity began in this period with having a major impact on the wealthy and influential first. 
As a matter of fact, Christianity spread first among the educated more rapidly than among the uneducated. We see 
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this in Acts and places like Philippians where Roman guards had come to know Jesus! But these people began to use 
their power and influence and pour themselves out for the marginalized and serve/love the cities they were in! And 
they would be thrust into a situation that would allow them to display how firmly they really believed the gospel, to 
show mercy and do justice. That situation was the plagues! 

In 165AD the first appearance of smallpox sprung up and lasted for 15 years until 1/3 of the population died. Histori-
ans at the time noted the caravans of carts and wagons hauling the dead from cities. Certain cities were completely 
lost to the epidemic! In 251AD the first instance of measles appeared. At its height, 5,000 people a day were report-
ed to have died in the city of Rome alone. Now, notice the dates: 250AD was the time that Christianity really took 
off! Let’s look at how people responded to these epidemics: 

The basic response of the lost was to only care about themselves. They did everything they could to keep from catch-
ing the diseases. When push came to shove, they shoved. Bishop Dionysius made the following observation: “At the 
first onset of the disease, they pushed the sufferers away and fled from their dearest, throwing them into the roads 
before they were dead and treated unburied corpses as dirt, hoping thereby to avert the spread of the fatal disease.” 

But it wasn’t just the Christians who observed this about the lost. You might think that the Christian historians and 
pastors tweaked history to be in their favor. But note what the Roman historian Thucydides said: “People died with 
no one to look after them; indeed there were many houses in which all the inhabitants perished through lack of 
any attention. The bodies of the dying were heaped one on top of the other, and half-dead creatures could be seen 
staggering about in the streets or flocking around the fountains in their desire for water. The temples in which they 
took up their quarters were full of the dead bodies of people who had died inside them.” 

Upon discovering that most of the best doctors fled Rome and moved to Asia Minor till the plague was over, Rodney 
Stark said the following: “It was what any prudent person would have done, had they the means—unless, of course, 
they were “Galileans”. The Christians acted completely different! Instead of running and caring for themselves, they 
cared for their brothers and sisters in Christ. But even more shocking, they stayed behind and took care of the lost 
who were dying when their family and friends left them behind! 

They first of all had a hope that this world was not the end and that God had all things under control, even the 
plague. It was their theology that caused them to stay. Rodney Stark said, “The central doctrines of Christianity 
prompted and sustained attractive, liberating, and effective social relations and organizations.” 
Imagine being a non-believer at this time. Everyone around is dying and everyone is asking why and maybe you are 
next. You look to your priest for answers but they not only don’t have any answers, they are nowhere to be found 
because they fled for their lives. William McNeill in his book “Plagues and Peoples” made the following observa-
tion about the Christian’s beliefs sustaining them: “Another advantage Christians enjoyed over pagans was that the 
teaching of their faith made life meaningful even amid sudden and surprising death . . . Even a shattered remnant 
of survivors who had somehow made It through war or pestilence or both could find warm, immediate and healing 
consolation in the vision of a heavenly existence for those missing relatives and friends . . . Christianity was, there-
fore, a system of thought and feeling thoroughly adapted to a time of troubles in which hardship, disease, and vio-
lent death commonly prevailed.” 

But they had more than hope in the face of death. They sacrificed their lives for those around them. It was during 
this time that Christians both cared for one another and their neighbors. Rodney Stark says that they got to put their 
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See Page 4 for  
practical suggestions

theology into practice. Rodney Stark said, “During the crisis, Christians fulfilled their ideal of ministering to every-
one, and there were many pagan survivors who owed their lives to their Christian neighbors.” Bishop Dionysius gave 
this description of what was going on: “Most of our brother Christians showed unbounded love and loyalty, never 
sparing themselves and thinking only of one another. Heedless of danger, they took charge of the sick, attending to 
their every need and ministering to them in Christ, and with them departed this life serenely happy; for they were 
infected by others with the disease, drawing on themselves the sickness of their neighbors and cheerfully accepting 
their pains. Many, in nursing and curing others, transferred their death to themselves and died in their stead.” 
You see, love through sacrifice was a revolutionary idea to the Romans! The Christians had a theological basis for 
sacrificing their lives because they worshipped a crucified Savior! The lost couldn’t get their people to sacrifice be-
cause there was no motivation, no gospel!

Rodney Stark again said, “Emperor Julian urged pagan priests to match these Christian practices, but there was lit-
tle or no response because there were no doctrinal bases or traditional practices for them to build upon.” But how 
did the Christians help? Science at the time knew nothing about treating such epidemics. It was through sacrifice 
and the risk of their own lives that they cared for them. They simply cared for the basic human needs of the peo-
ple around them! They were willing to die to serve and love their neighbors. William McNeill tells us that stopping 
the plague basically required people who were willing to meet the basic human needs. He said, “When all normal 
services break down, quite elementary nursing will greatly reduce mortality. Simple provision of food and water, for 
instance, will allow persons who are temporarily too weak to cope for themselves to recover instead of perishing 
miserably.” 

Modern medical experts believe that conscientious nursing without any medications could cut the mortality rate 
by 2/3! Thus, after consecutive epidemics those remaining were either Christians or unbelievers who had been 
nursed through their sickness by Christian neighbors! The response to seeing people willingly give up their lives 
caused the unbelievers to listen to the gospel and become Christians themselves! This is why Christianity grew the 
way it did! The church was known as being merciful and stood up during times of crisis. We see this happening in 
China even today: “Religious Groups in China Step Into the Coronavirus Crisis”. The color yellow has become the 
most beautiful color to people because it is the Christians serving and offering hope in yellow hazmat suits! What 
can you do during this time to serve and show Christ to a world without hope?
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Practical

Write a letter and start a “pen pal” correspondence with a widow or widower or elderly in our church. Find 
out ways you may be able to serve them as well during this time. Maybe you can offer to get them groceries 
or deliver dinner. Contact Deacon Bruce (joandbrucecrum@aol.com) or Deacon Len (llo9999@comcast.net) 
for people you could write to and serve.

Consider helping a family who have kids at home while they have to work. With school cancellations and day-
care facilities full or denying children this can be very hard. Help with babysitting even if for just a few hours.

If the weather is good and you are able to get out consider contacting Deacon Rod (rodjudy.rumrill@gmail.
com) to come help to some Spring cleaning at Northwest Community Park. 

There are many students in our community who not only will not have school but will also be without meals 
during this time. We will also have families who will lose work and thus the ability to provide meals for 
themselves. Give food and clothing to the Storehouse and contact Monica Forsythe (mmagf@msn.com) if 
you are able to help organize or box up materials. We are working with local authorities to find ways we can 
deliver such packages if needed and will keep you informed of how we can serve our community together 
as a church. 
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