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COVID-19 and John Paton Wednesday, April 22, 2020

A passion for God and the gospel does not just happen. John Paton’s passion for the lost came from his 
passion for Jesus! We can’t have a heart for the world until we have a heart for Jesus. The closer you are to 
Jesus the more you will catch His heart for the lost. We need to heed the following Scriptures and do our 
best to be like Enoch and Elijah and “walk with God” during this epidemic. 

Judge 1:21 “Keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
eternal life.”

Colossians 3:16 “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing 
one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”

Paton’s father knew what it was to have a personal, growing relationship with Jesus. He was a man devot-
ed to prayer and the Word of God. Paton knew his father walked with God and it motivated him to do the 
same! It is amazing how one person’s passion for God can rub off on others! Here is what he said about 
his father:

“The ‘closet’ was a very small apartment between the other two, having room only for a bed, a lit-
tle table and a chair, with a very small window shedding little light on the scene. This was the Sanc-
tuary of that cottage home. Hence daily, and oftentimes a day, generally after each meal, we saw 
our father retire, and “shut to the door”; and we children got to understand by a sort of spiritual 
instinct that prayers were being poured out there for us, as of old by the High Priest within the veil 
in the Most Holy Place. We occasionally heard the pathetic echoes of a trembling voice pleading as 
if for life, and we learned to slip out and in past that door on tiptoe, not to disturb the holy meeting. 
The outside world might not know, but we knew, whence came that happy light as of a new-born 
smile that always was dawning on my father’s face: it was a reflection from the Divine Presence, in 
the consciousness of which he lived. Never, in temple or cathedral, on mountain or in glen, can I 
hope to feel that the Lord God is more near, more visibly walking and talking with men, than under 
that humble cottage roof of thatch and oaken wattles. Though everything else in religion were by 
some unthinkable catastrophe to be swept out of memory, or blotted from my understanding, my 
soul would wander back to those early scenes, and shut itself up once again in that Sanctuary Clos-
et, and, hearing still the echoes of those cries to God, would hurl back all doubt with the victorious 
appeal, “He walked with God, why may not I?” (p. 8)

John learned his great need of God from his father and his subsequent close relationship with Jesus be-
came clear when he was attacked by some of the Islanders on the New Hebrides. Without this close rela-
tionship with Jesus he would never had survived such persecution. 

“Without that abiding consciousness of the presence and power of my dear Lord and Savior, noth-
ing else in all the world could have preserved me from losing my reason and perishing miserably. In 
his words, ‘Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world,’ became to me so real that it 
would not have startled me to behold Him, as Stephen did, gazing down upon the scene. I felt His 
supporting power. . . . It is the sober truth, and it comes back to me sweetly after 20 years, that I 
had my nearest and dearest glimpses of the face and smiles of my blessed Lord in those dread mo-
ments when musket, club, or spear was being leveled at my life. Oh the bliss of living and enduring, 
as seeing ‘Him who is invisible’!” (p. 117)

Here is another example of Paton, locked in the mission house with some of his teachers, while others 
were trying to get in and kill them:
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“All through that dreadful morning, and far into the afternoon, we thus abode together, feeling 
conscious that we were united to this dear Lord Jesus; and we had sweet communion with Him, 
meditating on the wonders of His person and the hopes and glories of His kingdom. Oh that all my 
readers may learn something of this in their own experience of the Lord! I can wish them nothing 
more precious.” (p. 139)

While constantly running for his life, he found consolation in his relationship with Jesus. He couldn’t trust 
any of the Islanders, his wife and son were dead, and there were no other missionaries with him. Thus his 
relationship with Jesus was what sustained him: 

“Being entirely at the mercy of such doubtful and vacillating friends, I, though perplexed, felt it best 
to obey. I climbed into the tree and was left there alone in the bush. The hours I spent there live all 
before me as if it were but of yesterday. I heard the frequent discharging of muskets, and the yells 
of the Savages. Yet I sat there among the branches, as safe as in the arms of Jesus. Never, in all my 
sorrows, did my Lord draw nearer to me, and speak more soothingly in my soul, than when the 
moonlight flickered among those chestnut leaves, and the night air played on my throbbing brow, 
as I told all my heart to Jesus. Alone, yet not alone! If it be to glorify my God, I will not grudge to 
spend many nights alone in such a tree, to feel again my Savior’s spiritual presence, to enjoy His 
consoling fellowship. If thus thrown back upon your own soul, alone, all alone, in the midnight, in 
the bush, in the very embrace of death itself, have you a Friend that will not fail you then?” (p. 200)

How can you cultivate your relationship with Jesus? What is your plan? What opportunities are being 
made available to you by God during this time to draw near to Him? 
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