
Missions is the heartbeat of the church. God has saved us first to glorify Him and one of the chief ways of 
doing so is by reaching the lost. God has ensured through election that some will get saved and has called 
us to “go into all the world and preach the gospel.” The mission to proclaim the gospel didn’t stop with 
COVID-19 and the restrictions we are under. The mission continues on and people all around you are in 
need of the hope of the gospel. 

2 Corinthians 5:20 “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal 
through us.”

Matthew 4:19 And Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

John Paton’s father’s prayers, especially those for the lost, had a profound impact upon his young life. His 
father’s vision for reaching the world for Christ fueled the fire in his heart to be that answer to his father’s 
prayers. He said the following:

“How much my father’s prayers at this time impressed me I can never explain, nor could any strang-
er understand. When, on his knees and all of us kneeling around him in Family Worship, he poured 
out his whole soul with tears for the conversion of the Heathen World to the service of Jesus, and 
for every personal and domestic need, we all felt as if in the presence of the living Savior, and 
learned to know and love Him as our Divine Friend. As we rose from our knees, I used to look at the 
light on my father’s face, and wish I were like him in spirit,--hoping that, in answer to his prayers, 
I might be privileged and prepared to carry the blessed Gospel to some portion of the Heathen 
World.” (p. 21)

This moved John to resolve to carry out the Great Commission no matter how difficult and no matter how 
many discouraged him from it. When a Mr. Dickson told John he would throw his life away by going to 
preach to cannibals he did not waver in his commitment. Rather he stayed resolved and did not care what 
others said about him. 

 “Mr. Dickson told Paton: ‘The cannibals! You will be eaten by cannibals!’ Paton responded: ‘Mr. 
Dickson, you are advanced in years now, and your own prospect is soon to be laid in the grave, 
there to be eaten by worms; I confess to you, that if I can but live and die serving and honoring the 
Lord Jesus, it will make no difference to me whether I am eaten by Cannibals or by worms; and in 
the Great Day my Resurrection body will rise as fair as yours in the likeness of our risen Redeemer.’ 
The old gentleman, raising his hands in a deprecating attitude, left the room exclaiming, ‘After that 
I have nothing more to say!’ (p. 56)

Even after facing the loss of his wife and son and the difficulties of persecution while in the New Hebrides, 
he remained resolute in his commitment to the work God had called him to.  

 “I yet resolved to remain, feeling that I was at the post of duty where God had placed me; and be-
sides, fearing that if I left once the Natives would not let me land again on returning to their island, 
I determined to hold on as long as possible, though feeling very weak and suffering badly from 
ague … For a long time I had seldom taken off my clothes at night, needing to be constantly on the 
alert to start at a moment’s notice; yet, while hope burned within my soul I could not withdraw, so 
I resolved to risk all with my dear Lord Jesus, and remained at my post.” (p. 184)

How can you get the gospel out in a time of quarantine and social distancing? Pray and ask God to give 
you at least one person that you can have the opportunity to share the gospel with before the end of May. 
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