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D COVID-19 and John Paton Thursday, April 23, 2020

Many times our faith in God is most seen not so much by times of ease as by times of difficulty. We have a 
unique opportunity right now to trust God in ways we have not had to trust Him before. Our lives and our 
futures have always been in the hands of God but now that is becoming more and more clear. We, as well 
as everyone around us, are unsure of what the future holds. We are uncertain when things will return to 
“normal” or even if they ever will. Now, just like always, we need to learn to trust God’s Word.

Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding. In all 
your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.”

If there is one thing in John Paton’s autobiography that you cannot miss, it is his radical reliance upon God’s 
Word. He demonstrates for all of us what faith in Jesus looks like and how to take our theology and make 
it doxology. One example of his radical reliance upon God’s Word is how he reacted to the loss of his wife 
and newborn son. He could have, humanly speaking, easily quit and gone back home but he chose to stay 
because of his faith in God’s Word: 

“I felt her loss beyond all conception or description, in that dark land. It was very difficult to be re-
signed, left alone, and in sorrowful circumstances; but feeling immovably assured that my God and 
Father was too wise and loving to err in anything that he does or permits, I looked up to the Lord 
for help, and struggled on in His work . . . I do not pretend to see through the mystery of such visi-
tations – wherein God calls away the young, the promising, and those sorely needed for his service 
here; but this I do know and feel, that, in the light of such dispensations, it becomes us all to love 
and serve our blessed Lord Jesus so that we may be ready at his call for death and eternity.” (p. 85)

From God’s Word John learn about God’s sovereignty, goodness and wisdom. He learned to just what He 
read and it kept him going during his struggles on Tanna.  He was attacked and threatened more times than 
you can count on your hands. Virtually the whole first half of the biography is John running for his life. Here 
are some samples of such experiences and faith in God’s Word:

 “My enemies seldom slackened their hateful designs against my life, however calmed or baffled 
for the moment. . . . A wild chief followed me around for four hours with his loaded musket, and, 
though often directed towards me, God restrained his hand. I spoke kindly to him, and attended to 
my work as if he had not been there, fully persuaded that my God had placed me there, and would 
protect me till my allotted task was finished. Looking up in unceasing prayer to our dear Lord Jesus, 
I left all in his hands, and felt immortal till my work was done.” (p. 117)

“When natives in large numbers were assembled at my house, a man furiously rushed on me with 
his axe but a Chief snatched a spade with which I had been working, and dexterously defended 
me from instant death. Life in such circumstances led me to cling very near to the Lord Jesus; I 
knew not, for one brief hour, when or how attack might be made; and yet, with my trembling hand 
clasped in the hand once nailed on Calvary, and now swaying the scepter of the universe, calmness 
and peace and resignation abode in my soul.” (p. 117)

 “My heart rose up to the Lord Jesus; I saw Him watching all the scene. My peace came back to me 
like a wave from God. I realized that I was immortal till my Master’s work with me was done. The 
assurance came to me, as if a voice out of Heaven had spoken, that not a musket would be fired to 
wound us, not a club prevail to strike us, not a spear leave the hand in which it was held vibrating to 
be thrown, not an arrow leave the bow, or a killing stone the fingers, without the permission of Je-
sus Christ, whose is all power in Heaven and on Earth. He rules all Nature, animate and inanimate, 
and restrains even the Savage of the South Seas.” (p. 207)

Continued
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“Dangers again darkened round me. One day, while toiling away at my house, the war Chief and his 
brother, and a large party of armed men, surrounded the plot where I was working.  They all had 
muskets, besides their own native weapons. They watched me for some time in silence, and then 
every man leveled a musket straight at my head. Escape was impossible. Speech would only have 
increased my danger. My eyesight came and went for a few moments. I prayed to my Lord Jesus, 
either Himself to protect me or to take me home to His Glory. I tried to keep working on at my 
task, as if no one was near me. In that moment, as never before, the words came to me,--“What-
soever ye shall ask in My Name, I will do it”; and I knew that I was safe. Retiring a little from their 
first position, no word having been spoken, they took up the same attitude somewhat farther off, 
and seemed to be urging one another to fire the first shot. But my dear Lord restrained them once 
again, and they withdrew, leaving me with a new reason for trusting Him with all that concerned 
me for Time and Eternity.” (p. 125-126)

 “And however our hearts sometimes trembled in the presence of imminent death and sank within 
us, we stood fearless in their presence, and left all results in the hands of Jesus. Often have I had to 
run into the arms of some Savage, when his club was swung or his musket leveled at my head, and, 
praying to Jesus, so clung around him that he could neither strike nor shoot me till his wrath cooled 
down and I managed to slip away. Often have I seized the pointed barrel and directed it upwards, 
or, pleading with my assailant, uncapped his musket in the struggle. At other times, nothing could 
be said, nothing done, but stand still in silent prayer, asking God to protect us or to prepare us for 
going home to His Glory. He fulfilled His own promise,—‘I will not fail thee nor forsake thee.’” (p. 
329-330) 

 “Whatever trials have befallen me in my Earthly Pilgrimage, I have never had the trial of doubting 
that perhaps, after all, Jesus had made some mistake. No! My blessed Lord Jesus makes no mis-
takes! When we see all His meaning, we shall then understand, what now we can only trustfully 
believe, that all is well - best for us, best for the cause most dear to us, best for the good of others 
and the glory of God.” (p. 488)

What is God calling you to trust Him with right now? What attributes of God do you need to ‘lean into’ 
during these days of uncertainty? How do you believe your faith will be strengthen from walking with Jesus 
during these times?


