
TUESDAY
- Teaching in the Temple -

We typically love consistency in life, we like it when our favorite dish at our favorite restaurant is exactly as we 
remembered it. Life is built around things and people being consistent, and when they are not it throws everything 
out of sorts. One thing I appreciate about Jesus is that He is consistent. Even in His final days, we find Jesus 
doing what He has done throughout His entire ministry, teaching and sharing parables. 

Tuesday of Holy Week is no different as Jesus once again goes to the Temple to teach. Even continuing His tradi-
tion of instructing His disciples as they walk. He provides the imagery of a fig tree in Mark 11:20-26 to encourage 
them to have faith in God and to boldly do so in prayer. However, He cautions them to forgive others as God has 
forgiven them. 

This is a good time to stop and examine how we are you doing with prayer. Is your prayer like a conversa-
tion with God as you walk? Is it full of faith? Is there outstanding forgiveness that you should give some-
one? 

As they continue their walk into the city, they return to the Temple Complex, most likely in the court of Gentiles 
where Jesus had cleared out the tables the previous day. By going back to teach at the Temple, Jesus continues 
to demonstrate that His purpose is spiritual and that He is here to restore people and not to start revolutions. 

All of the religious leaders are concerned with Jesus and come to challenge His authority. Jesus is unwilling to 
play their game and wants people to see His authority from God The Father for themselves. So Jesus shares a 
parable, a simple fictional story to illustrate a spiritual truth. He tells the Story of a vineyard owner and his tenants 
in Mark 12:1-12. 

Read this parable, see how Jesus not only reveals where His authority comes from but specifically how 
this foreshadows his coming death. 

Unhappy with Jesus’ response, the religious leaders now try to throw some questions at Him that were hot top-
ics of the day. They are trying to get him to say something with which they can convict Him or turn the people 
against him. They try to get him on three main topics:

First was paying taxes to Ceaser to get him in trouble with Rome or the people, Mark 12:13-17. 
Second, was the religious controversy over the resurrection to divide the people against him, Mark 12:18-27. 
Lastly, they question Him over which commandment is most important in order to convict Him with the spiritual 
law, Mark 12:28-34. 

With each of these questions, Jesus navigates their deception and points people to His true purpose. Mark 12:34 
says, “And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” 
And after that, no one dared to ask him any more questions (ESV).” 

We too can focus on political issues or religious topics that have nothing to do with Jesus. What is some-
thing you have focused on this week that has distracted you from Jesus? 


