
THURSDAY -- The Last Supper - 
Have you ever had a final meal with someone? Maybe you are about to move and it will be a long time until you 
see these friends? Or a new chapter is starting and relationships won’t be the same? Even when we have a final 
meal with someone close to us, there is a longing and hopefulness that you will be reunited someday. This is the 
emotion that fills the air of the small and cramped upper room where Jesus gathered with His disciples. 

Earlier in the day, Jesus had sent Peter and John into the city to make preparations for their Passover meal. The 
Passover meal has been a long-standing tradition in the Jewish faith dating all the way back to their deliverance 
from slavery in Egypt. It is an important time of remembrance for the Jewish people and the disciples would 
remember every word Jesus spoke at this celebration. Each of the four Gospels highlight this event and John 
dedicates five chapters to recalling what Jesus shared that evening. 

The meal begins with Jesus setting a specific tone, He washes the feet of His disciples. This act of service 
demonstrates His humble attitude and the security He had in his authority. Many Christian traditions will call this 
day of Holy Week, Maundy Thursday, and will celebrate it with a service dedicated to foot washing.

As Jesus is preparing His disciples for His departure, He leaves them with a command in John 13:34–35, “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one anoth-
er. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (ESV) As followers of 
Jesus, we are to serve each other as Jesus has served us. 

How can you serve others today? Write down two ways you can serve each of these groups. 
Your Family Your Neighbors or Friends Your Church Family

There are many important theological truths that Jesus unpacks around the table in John 13-17. I don’t have time 
to look at them all, so I want to point you back to the idea of Jesus coming to serve. The evening is characterized 
by Jesus’ quiet strength and resolve to follow through with His ultimate service. As the disciples begin to real-
ize that Jesus is about to depart them, they want to go with Him and Thomas asks in John 14:5–7 “Lord, we do 
not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Listen to Jesus’ response, because it summarizes 
everything perfectly. “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him.” (ESV)

If you read John 17 in detail you will discover Jesus praying a very specific prayer. He is careful to describe how 
God, all three Persons of the Trinity, are working in the events ahead. Jesus is about to serve by laying down His 
life so that humans can be reunited to God. He is doing this by the will of God - The Father - and the power of 
God - The Holy Spirit. Theologians David and Jonathan Gibson describe the work of the Trinity this way,  “The 
Trinity orchestrates the symphony of salvation in all its movements: The Father elects and sends, the Son be-
comes incarnate and dies, the Spirit draws and vivifies. But while their works are distinct they are not indepen-
dent…The Father, Son, and Spirit together serve the shared goal of our salvation.”

We often use the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:9-13 as a model for prayer, take a moment and use Jesus’ 
prayer in John 17 as a model to praise and thank each member of the Trinity for Salvation and restoration 
of our relationship with God.


