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and through him to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross.

COLOSSIANS 1:20

Reconciliation isn’t a word that most of use during a normal day. But, it’s an idea that most of us understand. When 
a sibling is mean to us, we need to reconcile with them. When we get angry at someone, we need to reconcile with 
them. When we shout at a friend, we need to reconcile with them. To reconcile means to restore a relationship. 
This is what Jesu did!

Because of our sin, we were cut off from a relationship with God. But Jesus came with the purpose of reconciling 
that relationship. How did He do that? By taking the penalty for sin on the cross. He lived the perfect life that we 
couldn’t live and died the terrible death that we should have died. He fully reconciled His people to God by giving 
them the perfect life that was required by God’s law.

Not only was our relationship with God broken and in need of reconciliation, all humanity was hostile to God. Hos-
tile is a strong word. It means being opposed, often like a military is opposed to the enemy. That was our attitude 
towards God. And yet, Jesus brought peace to that hostile relationship. This peaceful, restored relationship with 
God was very costly – the price was Jesus own blood. Read the following verses out loud:

•  2 Corinthians 5:18-19, “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the minis-
try of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.”

•  Ephesians 2:17-18, “He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were 
near. For through him we both have access to the Father by the one Spirit.”

•  Romans 5:10, “While we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son”

•  Colossians 1:22-23, “He has now reconciled by the death of his physical body, so that he may present you holy, 
blameless, and without fault before him.”

What is one broken relationship in your life that needs reconciliation? What is your first step 
is achieving reconciliation?

What are some ways to express gratitude and thankfulness to Jesus for His sacrifice that allows us to 
be reconciled to God?


