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For in him all the fullness of God  
was pleased to dwell,  

COLOSSIANS 1:19

If something is pleasing, it means that it brings you joy, happiness, and satisfaction. You might say a surprise trip to 
Dairy Queen is pleasing to you. Or maybe you would be pleased by a vacation on the beach. I know all of us would 
be pleased if the COVID-19 pandemic would end! 

Whatever the case, we are told that the fullness of God was “pleased to dwell” in Jesus. What exactly does this 
mean? Well, the fullness of God simply means all the attributes and power of God. Everything that is true about 
God is also true of Jesus. Jesus is fully God. People have argued about this for a really long time, but Paul wants to 
be clear that Jesus isn’t like the “2nd in command god” or the “Vice President god” or anything silly like that. No, He 
is truly God, fully God, 100% God.

What is one item that is 100% yours – not something that is only partially yours?

Jesus is fully God. What does that mean He was able to do? What was He not able to do?

All sorts of things are pleasing to us. Birds singing, flowers growing, sun shining, the list goes on. It was pleasing that 
the complete fulness of God would dwell in Jesus’ body (Col. 2:9)!! That’s an amazing statement. It’s not just that 
Jesus was fully God, but that it was (and is) pleasing for Him to be so. It is appealing and desirable and good. Why? 
Let me explain.

God’s love, His perfect love, is focused on others. Before creation, only the Father, the Son, and the Spirit could 
experience that love. They were constantly loving each other, enjoying the self-giving, others-focused love that 
they had. But in creation, they lovingly chose to show that love to others. They chose to show it to all of creation! 
When Jesus came, a fresh experience of the perfect love of God came. God’s love was seen and felt and known in a 
unique, fresh way. When God’s love is experienced, it brings glory to Him. And when Jesus showed God’s love to the 
world, it brought glory to God. And, bringing glory to God is the very purpose of our lives (Isa. 43:7). So this is why it 
was pleasing for the fullness of God to dwell in Jesus. It was pleasing because it allows us to experience the love of 
God more richly and in turn, to glorify God with our lives.

What is one thing you can do after COVID-19 that will be pleasing to you?

How does the love of God on display in Jesus compel you to live a life that glorifies God?


