
Questions from Discernment Meeting #1 – SSFUMC 

Questions were submitted for a Q&A session during our Discernment Meeting.  Some questions are answered 
below; some are better answered by your local church leadership; and others are answered in a recent 
publication by the North Texas Conference entitled “Fact or Fiction.”  In some cases, links are provide for more 
information as well. 

 

Disaffiliation under ¶2553 process 

What is the final deadline for ¶2553?   

 This paragraph in the BOD (Book of Discipline) is set to expire December 31, 2023.  The NTC 
Conference Framework for Disaffiliation has other deadlines as well.  https://ntcumc.org/disaffiliation-
resources  

When can the discernment process be stopped? 

 A local church can discontinue the disaffiliation process at any point prior to the Annual Conference 
vote ratifying the church’s decision to disaffiliate.   

What happens to church property if a 2/3 professing membership vote passes to disaffiliation under 
the provisions of ¶2553? 

 All UMC properties are held in a common trust (¶2501) so that when a church discontinues or closes, 
the property can be used to further the UMC witness in the mission field.  However, using ¶2553, the 
“trust clause” is waived and all property and qualifying assets remain with the local church following 
disaffiliation. 

 This is answered on the top of Page 3 of the Fact or Fiction document. 

Why are we discussing this as only an LGBTQ issue when it is not? 

 The provisions of ¶2553 limit the reason for disaffiliation to the issue of homosexuality.  

Who sets the terms of disaffiliation? 

 The provision of ¶2553 sets the basic terms and allows the annual conferences to add additional items.  
It also tasks the Conference Board of Trustees to manage the process for each conference. 

Who is eligible to vote if it comes to a vote? (youth, members how have moved, etc.) 

 Professing Members in attendance at the Church Conference are eligible to vote.  Professing 
membership is defined in ¶215.2.  This would include confirmed youth.  Members who are still on the 
rolls but have moved may vote if they are present.  If you have a question about your status, you should 
contact your church office.  

 

Impact of Disaffiliation 

If any member of a UMC congregation wishes to join another denomination, are there any restrictions 
from doing so? 

 Any individual may transfer their letter of membership to any other congregation regardless of 
denomination t any time. 

 
 



 

What happens to members who wish to remain UMC once their church votes to disaffiliate? 

 Members of a disaffiliating church who wish to remain UMC will be cared for according to ¶223.  More 
details will be released from the NTC. 

 

Questions for District Superintendent 

Do you think that just because our sign outside changes names, we won’t be doing our good works? 

 In my presentation on September 24, I mentioned that UMC churches remain instruments of good in 
our community.  This statement was not intended to say that a disaffiliated church will no longer be 
instruments of good.  My intention was to highlight an NTC value: our churches are and will continue to 
be instruments of good.   

How are delegates from the Annual Conference chosen for the General Conference?  Is there a way to 
ensure all interest are represented? 

 Annual Conference elects an equal number of lay and clergy delegates to General Conference from the 
Annual Conference membership every four years.  Any Member to Annual Conference may run for 
General Conference delegation. 

 Affinity groups may lobby to nominate and elect candidates to General Conference. 

What actions, if any, will the conference take regarding Oak Lawn UMC where the pastor seemingly 
“ordained” two self-avowed practicing homosexuals in disobedience to the Book of Discipline? 

 A Bishop has the obligation to ordain a person who has the recommendation of the Board of Ordained 
Ministry and the approval of the Clergy Session of Annual Conference.  A Bishop has the authority to 
issue a license to a person who qualifies and has been recommended by the District Committee on 
Ministry.   

 The pastor at Oak Lawn UMC did not ordain or license the two individuals, who are on staff at the 
church.  Even though they successfully completed local pastor licensing school, these two individuals 
remain lay members on staff at the church. 

 Some local churches assign pastoral or ministerial titles to staff members even though they are not 
“ordained” or “licensed” by the Bishop nor under appointment within North Texas Conference. 

Why does the Book of Discipline single out a group of people (homosexuals)? 

 In 1972, the delegates to General Conference added language to the Book of Discipline restricting the 
ordination and marriage of homosexuals.  Legislation has been proposed every General Conference 
since 1976 without success to remove or edit such language. 

Is the NTC considering covering unfunded pension liability through surplus funds? 

 The Wespath video in this link does a great job of explaining the unfunded liability.  
https://www.wespath.org/about-wespath/wayforwardwespathfaq  

 In good faith, the North Texas Conference continues to meet disaffiliating churches halfway in the use 
of unrestricted reserve funds.  Read more here:  https://ntcumc.org/news/north-texas-conference-
meets-disaffiliating-churches-halfway  
 

 



Questions for the Local Church Leadership 

 Why are our choices limited to 2 choices – UMC or GMC? 
 Why are we clouding the discernment process by adding the UMC & GMC to the process? 
 If this Sulphur Springs FUMC’s denomination changes, how will that impact our columbarium 

contracts? 

 

Beyond the UMC and NTC scope 

If UMC is not going to change, why did GMC form?  What is the fundamental difference? 

 October 5 presentation may help to answer this question. 
 

Questions Answered in Fact vs. Fiction resource 

The following questions are better addressed in a resource provided by the NTC entitled Fact vs. 
Fiction.  Questions from the Discernment Meeting are groups into categories found in the document 
which addresses the concern.  Find this resource here:  https://ntcumc.org/Fact_vs_Fiction.pdf  

 

Answers found under The United Methodist Church  

If the traditional plan was approved in 2019, why are the churches disaffiliating traditional in nature?  Wouldn’t 
they be the ones to stay? 

Will the future United Methodist church keep our Wesleyan Doctrine? 

If others aren’t living by the Book of Discipline, why aren’t they the ones leaving? 

What happens to pastors in the disaffiliation process? 

 

Answers found under The North Texas Conference  

What or who has ultimate authority to enforcing and ensuring the Book of Discipline is followed? 

What are the NTC plans to prioritize changes to the Book of Discipline to reflect a “contextual approach to 
ministry”? 

What are the NTC plans to uphold the Book of Discipline?  

 

Answers found in Theological Concerns 

How does progressive leadership view intolerance towards same-sex unions? 

Why are clergy who are homosexual being allowed in the pulpit if the Book of Discipline forbids it? 

How do we best honor both conservatives and progressive in our current Book of Discipline? 

We heard that the UMC is speaking against doctrines of Virgin Birth, Trinity, Resurrection of Jesus.  Are they? 

 

Answers found in Financial Concerns 

What do our apportionment dollars do for the local church? 


