
Why is our church planning to regather now?

In addition to considering CDC guidelines, we have also considered Scripture as we continue to 
make decisions about how we will respond to COVID-19. We know that the Bible commands us 
to submit to governing authorities (Romans 13:1), which is one reason we have followed and 
will continue to follow the guidelines and laws set in place by those authorities. We also 
understand that believers are encouraged to continue meeting together (Hebrews 10:25).  
Christianity is a “one-another” faith, and as such it cannot be fully practiced in isolation. God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit co-exist eternally in relationship and we are designed in His 
likeness. We are created to be together in community, yet the truth is people, even Christians, 
are lonelier and more isolated than ever right now. 

Digital community has been a beneficial stop-gap, but it has not satisfied the intrinsic spiritual 
need that we have for gathering with other believers. In fact, meeting together to worship is both
a biblical mandate and crucial element to our church's mission.  

Another concern is the increased possibility of destructive trends in our society. Some 
indications show that, nationally, suicide hotline calls are spiking, domestic abuse cases are 
spiking, alcohol sales are spiking, pornography use is spiking, addiction and depression is 
spiking, and families are fraying. If these indications are true, then not gathering for worship and
the expression of our communal faith may be as great a risk to our community as gathering 
would be. 

Honestly, coming to worship has never been completely without risk—whether it is car 
accidents, the flu virus, or falls on a sidewalk, there has always been some risk involved. While 
the risk of Covid-19 is still greater than any of these, we believe it is presently low enough that 
worshiping with precautions is the best way we can currently fulfill our mission of “making 
authentic disciples of Jesus Christ.”

We strongly encourage anyone who is considered high risk (due to age or health) or anyone 
who is showing any symptoms of illness to stay home and continue live-streaming our services. 
We realize that there are many within our body and leadership team who will think it best to 
refrain from meeting in person; we want to assure them of our love for them and our support for 
them in their decision to stay home. We desire every believer to pray, seek wisdom, walk in 
biblical discernment, and act according to their conscience.


