
Reflect on the Text (Matthew 18:15–35) 

Summarize the Big Idea (Note: this is not the same as listing the main points). In other words, if 

someone woke you up at 3am on Monday morning and asked, “What was the sermon about on 

Sunday?” what would you say in the midst of your sleepy haze? 

Prior to the sermon, what was your understanding of church discipline? What are your thoughts now? 

Were new observations made or new questions raised? 

Discussion Questions 

What is the process of church discipline in Matthew 18:15–17? What is the flow and focus of discipline? 

What is the function of the witnesses and the church? 

In church discipline, what is the unified message that the members convey? 

How do the members send that message? 

What is the goal of church discipline? 

What is the promise of Jesus in church discipline? 

According to Hebrews 3:13, what is the calling of the congregation in terms of overseeing one another’s 

confession of faith? 

  FORGIVENESS EMPHASIZED   

  What did Jesus mean when he said we are to forgive someone “seventy-seven times”? Is forgiveness 

really unlimited? Does forgiveness mean there are no consequences? Does forgiveness mean forgetting 

the wrong done?  

     Explain in your own words the meaning of the parable of the unforgiving servant. How are the 

servant’s words, “Be patient with me and I will pay you back” indicative of much of North American 

Christianity? How does the gospel of grace contradict such an attitude?  

  When you say, “I will never forgive,” you’re looking at the wrong debt. Whose debt should you be 

looking at instead? Bryan said, “No one’s forgiveness should be more shocking than yours.” Is that 

statement true of your heart?   

    FORGIVENESS EXTENDED  

  Read Matthew 18:35. Is Jesus saying you have to merit forgiveness? What is he saying?  

  What is the remedy for unforgiveness? In other words, where can you find the power to forgive 

someone who has sinned against you? Can you recall a time when God enabled you to forgive someone, 

even though what they did was sin?  

   

 Final Reflections: What part of this message do you need to respond to (or share with someone) this 

week? Is there someone you need to exhort in love? 



  

 


