
Open 

 If you could spend a weekend doing anything you pleased, entirely for your 

own enjoyment, what would it be? How would you define “wisdom”? Who would 

you consider to be a wise person? 

 

Text 

1James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes scattered among the 

nations: Greetings. 

INTRODUCTION 

The believers James was originally addressing in his letter were facing troubles and trials of various 

kinds simply because they were Christians. Although the difficulties they faced were painful, James 

encouraged them to rejoice — not because pain itself is pleasant but because it is by going through 

trials that their perspective and faith would be refined. There is joy to be had in troubling times because 

difficulty gives us the opportunity to become more mature, more like Christ. 

James encourages his readers to remember that the key mark of a Christian’s life should be that they 

trust God rather than self — even when life seems unbearably hard. Thus the believer’s heart should 

be inclined to ask God for wisdom rather than relying on his own understanding. His words should 

strengthen our faith that God has a purpose to go with our pain and embolden us to approach the 

God who gives wisdom generously to all those who ask for it in faith. James makes the case that the 

way in which we respond to and understand life’s trials has everything to do with our faith. 

If you have time, try to read the entire letter for greater context to prepare you for study. 

Now when the church would have received this letter (that’s what it is; it’s a letter), a runner, somebody 

who knew there was a church in this town, would show up. They would deliver the letter, and then the 

church would  gather together in a house. They’d probably share a meal, and then the pastor would 

open up the letter from James, understanding it is Scripture, it is authoritative. 

He would open it up, and he would read it in one setting over the gathering. They would eat a meal 

together. They would pray. They would sing songs.  He wouldn’t say, “Open up your copy of the letter,” 

read the first sentence, and then for 50 minutes break down the first sentence. That’s not how this 

would work. He would open up the letter in a given context, in a given place, with a given people. This 

context is a dispersion of people who are being persecuted, walking in tragedy in the margins of this 

society, hated by their own ethnic group, hated by the predominant culture, marginalized, disrespected, 



suffering. They would gather together. Don’t romanticize it. All the issues that are present today were 

there.  Don’t over romanticize the early church. They were a train wreck, just like we are. 

They would gather, and then they would just read the letter in one sitting. They would sit. They would 

gather around. Everybody would have gotten something to eat. They would just read the letter. I 

thought what we could do to kick off our study in James is we could go first-century old school. 

Notice really what God is about is progress, not perfection. Where there is faith, there is movement 

forward. It might not be a hundred miles an hour forward, but it does move forward. Lastly, the 

constant pull of the world is that riches and comfort will satisfy, and that pull is always, always, always a 

lie. 

It takes 15 to 16 minutes to read through the entire book of James. 

. 

• What repeated themes, words, and ideas do you notice in James as you read 

through it? • Having read the book, what adjective (descriptive word) or short title would you 

use to describe the book of James? Identify any areas in your life where you are consistently tempted to 

live divided in your thoughts, attitudes, affections, actions, and pursuits. 

 

Discover 

1. The author of this book is (likely) James, the brother of Jesus. What do we know about this James 

from other passages in the New Testament? 

Mark 6:3, Acts 21:17-19 ,Mark 3:20-21, 31-35, 1 Corinthians 15:7 

Acts 12:3-17 ,Galatians 1:19, Acts 15:13-21 , Galatians 2:9 

2. Do you think it matters who the author is? Why or why not? 

3. How does the author identify himself? Why is this significant?  

• James calls himself a “bond-servant” (doulos in Greek; literally, a “slave”) of God 

and Jesus. What is the significance of considering yourself a “slave” of God and 

Jesus?  How should that affect your daily life? Would others who observe your life naturally identify you 

as a person living completely surrendered to the will of God? 

4. James calls Jesus “Lord” and “Christ.” What does each description mean? What is 

the significance of identifying Jesus by each title?  Jesus is “Lord” 

Jesus is “Christ” (Greek translation of Hebrew “Messiah”) 

 

5. How and why was the early church "scattered" (Acts 8:1, 4; 11:19-21)? 


