
ICEBREAKER: 

Have you ever been a part of a celebration to welcome a soldier home from a tour of duty, or a traveler 

from a long trip? What kind of emotion surrounded that celebration? a. What things did you do to let 

that person know you were excited to have them home? 

 

Read John 12:12-26 This section of Scripture details what we know as the Triumphal Entry of Jesus. 

As you think about the Triumphal Entry of Jesus, and how his entry is different than that of the worldly 

king or conquering general, realize that those who follow him live differently than the world. We are 

called to live lives of humility, and service, and genuine love for God and others. We are called to look 

different than the world because we follow a new kind of king. 

 

  QUESTIONS 

1. Why do we call it the triumphal entry? b. From the world’s perspective, is this a triumph? c. From a 

Christian’s perspective, what makes it so triumphal? 

 2. As Jesus enters into Jerusalem, a large crowd has come to welcome and cheer him. What are some of 

the things they do as he rides into Jerusalem? a. What is the significance of waving palm branches? Is 

this something that had ever been done before for other kings? b. What is significant about the word 

“Hosanna” that the crowd is shouting? What does “Hosanna” mean? Read Psalm 118:25-26. c. What 

was the expectation that the crowd had of Jesus as he rides into Jerusalem? What phrase do they add to 

their shouts that indicate what they expect Jesus to do? Read John 12:13b. 4. What is significant about 

Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey? Is this how conquering kings and generals would come into 

Jerusalem as victors? 

3. How does this act of riding a donkey fulfill prophecy about the Messiah? Read Zachariah 9:9-10; 

Genesis 49:10-11. b. What does the fact that Jesus chose to ride a donkey into Jerusalem tell you about 

the kind of King he is? 

 4. What do the Pharisees say about Jesus in verse 19? What is their biggest concern or fear? 

 5. John tells us that some Greeks (Gentiles) go to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover and they want to see 

Jesus. When Jesus learns that these non-Jewish people want to see him, what does he say? a. What is 

significant about Jesus saying, “The hour has come”? What does “his hour” refer to?  

6. Read John 12:25-26. a.  What does it mean to lose your life? What does it mean to serve and follow 

Jesus? How does this show up in the life a Christian on a day-by day basis? c. What are the promises, 

found in verse 26, that Jesus gives for those who choose to lose their life and follow Jesus? 

 7. v. 31 — In what way was the cross meant to show the judgment of God on the world? 

 8.  How can we echo Jesus’ prayer in 12:27-28? In what situations do you imagine you 

may need to pray a prayer like this? 



 

Apply:   

1) The first reaction to Jesus’ entry was political enthusiasm. How does Jesus’ kingship 

reshape the way we approach politics? What did these people misunderstand? 

2) Jesus’ kingship comes with a reminder to “fear not” (15). How can Jesus’ kingship 

help you address your fears, specifically? 

3) Why is it significant that there are some Greeks interested in Jesus? What does this 

tell us about Jesus’ mission and our mission? 

4) Why does Jesus say it is his hour to be “glorified” rather than “crucified”? 

5) “The Christian life is a crucified life” (25-26). What have you had to die to as you have 

followed Jesus? What idols of our culture does this challenge?  

 


