
Galatians 2 

Connect . . . 

Encourage learners to identify ways that we are judged by our performance every day. 

(jobs, home life, education) Ask the following questions: 

• How do you normally introduce yourself or others to someone new? Do you tend to introduce others 

by what they do? 

• Does it seem like we are usually judged based on what we can do instead of who we are in our 

culture? 

• How can we carry this expectation into our relationship with God? 

Discussion Questions 

• Galatians 2:1-10. Emphasize that Paul is again addressing the false teachings of the Judaizers. Was 

there anything inherently wrong with the Jewish customs and regulations that God had designed 

centuries before? 

 When have you worked hard on something, only to have it turn out to be in vain? Why do you 

think Paul is concerned that his preaching to the Gentiles was “in vain” (v 2:2)? 

 What do you think Paul is talking about in v 2:4 when he mentions freedom versus slavery? 

• Considering the message of Gospel, when did these regulations become legalism? 

• What is the difference between legalism and obedience? 

• Focusing on Verse 14, what is the reason that Paul gave for his blatant confrontation 

of Peter? 

•  read Galatians 2:15-21? How many time are the words “faith” and “justified” used? 

Application . . . 

• What kinds of behavior do we often force on others or ourselves to make them be a 

“good” Christian? 

• How can we become legalistic even in the church today, if we’re not careful? 

• What is the danger in associating moral behavior with a changed heart? 

• How can we distort the Gospel with our behavior? How do we sometimes act in ways that are contrary 

to the Gospel and Scripture? 

• Why do we often give the excuse “I’m not supposed to judge” when we don’t want to 

confront a behavior that is unbiblical? 

• How should faith affect the way that our lives reflect Christ? 

Discussion Questions 



• Highlight Galatians 2:16. How is a person justified? 

• Explain that the word for “justification” used in the New Testament was a legal term used to describe 

a judgment of non-conviction at a point in time by a judge. 

• Who does Paul indicate is the Judge who determines justification? 

• If justification happens at one point in time forever, does a person become unjustified? 

• Enlist a volunteer to read 2 Corinthians 5:21. How can a person be considered righteous without 

actually being righteous? 

• Is there a way to become righteous apart from Christ? 

• What are the implications of being declared righteous before God? What are the dangers of not 

valuing this righteousness? 

• Because Christ attributed His righteousness to sinners, are these believers now in debt to Him? Why or 

why not? 

• Looking at Galatians 2:20, consider that the verb phrase for “have been crucified” is in a tense in Greek 

that indicated an act that happened in the past and continues to have effects into the present. How 

does Christ’s life in us indicate that He does not consider His sacrifice as one to be repaid but as one that 

is a life-source? 

Application . . . 

• Why do we often ignore our justified status before God? 

• Do we often take advantage of being justified forever before a holy God? 

• How is justification different from forgiveness for a specific sin? 

• What emotions do you feel when you realize that you aren’t expected to “live the Christian life” on 

your own? 

• Why does death to ourselves and to our sin give us greater life? 

• Why do we feel that we have a debt to repay to Christ? How is it freeing to know that we don’t pay 

Him back but that He joys in living through us? 

• Can we do anything to make Christ love us more? 

• Can we do anything to make Christ love us less? 

• How does this truth affect the way that we view God? How does it affect the way that we view 

ourselves? 

• Do we truly believe this truth? How would our lives look if we truly believed in this truth? 

 


