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JANUARY 2018 

Dates to Remember 

January 14th—Church Conference after Worship: Special church meeting and luncheon offered by the UMW. 

See page 3 for details. 

January 15th—Annual Martin Luther King Celebration at Faith UMC—details on page 3. 

Message in the Music: Christian Jazz & Jam Session: Thanks to all who have supported us thus far! Looking 

forward to “jamming” with you in the Spring!” 

Greetings in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our blessed Savior! 

Christmas has come and gone, and the 
New Year is upon us!  As we return to the 
‘normalcy’ of our lives, I pray that each of you 
have been touched anew by the experience of 
Christ being born into the world and into our 
lives.    

 At the start of a new year, I tend to re-
flect upon the year past and ponder ‘what will 
be different’ in the twelve months before me.   
This year, a pleasing thought came to mind.  The 
Light of Christ seems to shine brightest at 
Christmas.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful to carry 
that brightly shining Light into the New Year, 
letting it shine in us and through us all year 
long?  We profess to always have His Light, but 
somehow it seems different at Christmas.  At 
Christmas, our guards seem to be lowered and 
our love seems to be heightened.  We tend to 
be more ‘other’ focused than ‘self’ focused.  The 
direction we move in seems to be more out-
ward than inward.  What if we could hold on to 
that image?  What if we would individually com-
mit ourselves to grow as a disciple of Jesus 
through prayer, reading and studying God’s 
Word, becoming active in a ministry of the 
church, seizing opportunities to share what Je-
sus means to us?  What if our faith community 
could intentionally seek God’s vision for the 
church; and then faithfully live into that vision 
which would minimally connect us to the com-
munity in order to share God’s love and grace 
with all ages?  What if the Light of Christ that 

shines so brightly at Christmas would continue to 
shine brightly in and through our lives, in and 
through the church?  The following poem written 
by the late Dr. Howard Thurman, renowned 
preacher and theologian, says it best: 

 

When the song of the angels is stilled, When the 
star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To FIND the lost, 

To HEAL the broken 

To FEED the hungry, 

To RELEASE the prisoner 

To REBUILD nations 

   To BRING PEACE among brothers  

To MAKE MUSIC in the heart. 
 

The Work of Christmas by Dr. Howard Thurman 

 

Beloved of God, we celebrate the birth of 
the Christ-child, by inviting Him to come into our 
hearts more fully so that we may not only become 
filled with His love but also that we may ‘MAKE 
MUSIC in the heart’ and share His love in the 
world.  In this new year, may our living express 
God’s loving.  May we begin the work of Christ-
mas!               

Pastor Marilyn  
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Prayer  

Requests for prayer may be given to Jan Foy   419-618-
1194 who will forward the request to others on the prayer 
chain and to Rev. Coney. 

Church Meeting and Luncheon  Jan 14 

 Please plan to attend a special church confer-
ence after worship on Sunday, January 14th to affirm 
the new Church Leadership Roster for 2018. This will 
be an opportunity to install Leadership as well as pro-
vide an update regarding ministry and finances.   

 The United Methodist Women will provide  
lunch. They will have different kinds of soup, ham and 
egg salad sandwiches, salads, desserts and beverages. 
Donations will go toward UMW missions that sup-
port our community and our district.  Please plan to 
stay and enjoy the food and fellowship. 

Martin Luther King Celebration Jan 15 

THE SPOTLIGHT 

 The Faith United Methodist Church will again 
host the annual Community Celebration in honor of 

Martin Luther King, Jr. on 
Monday, January 15th.  
“Still We Rise, Still We 
March” is the theme of this 
year’s Tiffin-Seneca Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Day cele-
bration on January 15, 
2018, at 7:15 p.m.  The 
keynote speaker, Universi-
ty of Toledo Professor of 

Social Work, Dr. Celia Williamson, is the Director of 
the Human Trafficking and Social Justice Institute.  
Williamson also founded Second Chance, Ohio’s first 
anti-trafficking organization that provides support ser-
vices to domestic sex trafficking and prostitution vic-
tims, and she organizes an annual scholarly confer-
ence, The International Human Trafficking, Prostitu-
tion and Sex Work Conference.   

 “Modern day slavery” is so prevalent in north-
ern Ohio that the FBI has conducted sting operations 
and the State Attorney General’s office established 
commissions to study the problem and assist with 
finding solutions.  In Tiffin, the Sisters in Shelter group 
educates first responders and the general public on 
the needs of women survivors of human trafficking, 
including emergency safe housing, medical care, safe-
ty planning and legal support.  Their vision is to help 
the survivors to transition into contributing members 
of society.   

 In recognition of their work, the Tiffin-Seneca 

Martin Luther King, Jr., Day Committee will present 
the 2018 Peacemaker Award to Sisters in Shelter.  
Sister Mary Kuhlman will accept the award on behalf 
of the group.  Those attending the MLK Day program 
on January 15 are encouraged to bring paper prod-
ucts to donate for the shelter, such as napkins, paper 
towels, feminine products, office paper and even 
postage stamps, and/or a cash donation.   

 The evening program includes the introduc-
tion of the schoolchildren who wrote prize winning 
essays on the topic “Martin Luther King, Jr., Marched 
for Justice – What Will You do to Promote Justice?”  A 
committee of community members selects a winning 
essay from each grade.  The six young authors and 
their parents are invited to the MLK Dinner, and the 
children get to read their essays to the evening pro-
gram audience.  For their efforts and achievement, 
the children receive a certificate and a book about 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Civil Rights Move-
ment.  

 The Tiffin University Gospel Choir under the 
direction of Nelly Arnett will present musical selec-
tions and lead the audience in singing the Black 
American National Anthem, Lift Every Voice and Sing 
and We Shall Overcome.                                                                  

 The MLK Day program begins at 7:15 p.m. 
and is free and open to the public.  Prior to the even-
ing program, those wishing to attend the 6:00 p.m. 
dinner should place their dinner reservations by Janu-
ary 11, by phoning Jill Earl at 419-448-3264.  The cost 
for adults is $20 and children 4-10 years, $5. The pro-
gram and dinner are at Faith United Methodist 
Church, 75 N. Sandusky St, Tiffin.   

At this time of the year please pray for the cold, that 

they find warmth, the hungry that they find food, the 

sick that they will be healed. Pray for those in our con-

gregation and in our community: Doreen Lemons, Patri-

cia Schreiner, Suzann Melroy, Eunice McPhail, Patrick-

Miller,  Rev. Doug Lewis.Families of Lois Hoover, Elson 

Benfer, Candace Schatzenger, and Bill Daniels.  



Notes from the Choir Loft 

Page 3 

 The U.M.W. will be meeting January 13 at 
10:00 a.m. at the church. (We had an incorrect date in 
the last newsletter).  We will have our Pledge Service 
and all members and those who would like to join us 
are always welcome. The U.M.W. would like to thank 
all of you who gave baby clothing and diapers to the 
people at Heartbeat Hope Medical Center here in 
Tiffin. Once again what a blessing you all are to give so 
generously to those who have so little. Thank you for 
your support. 

UMW News 

Mission Team 

 On behalf of the Mission Team, we want to 
thank all of you who gave so generously to the three 
families at Christmas. Your generosity and love are so 
evident and I know that these families are very appre-
ciative. We also want to thank all who gave gifts to 
the people at Flat Rock which I know made their 
Christmas brighter.  

 

THE SPOTLIGHT 

 As the calendar tells us the 'old' year is end-
ing, only God knows what changes and challenges 
await each of us in the 'new'  year.  Two truths re-
main: (1) Some things are not within in our control. 
(2) Because of the miracle of Christ's birth, death and 
resurrection, we have the promise of eternal life.  
When earthly life comes to a close, no longer will we 
marvel at how fast the days, months and years fly 
rapidly past because time, as we measure it, will be 
irrelevant. 

 As in previous years, memories are ever-
present of being together as a choir and of sharing 
faith and friendship through music. Thank you, each 
and everyone in the choir, for the abundance of kind-
ness and dedication you give in countless and varied 
ways.   

 And, as always, thank you to the congrega-
tion for your thoughtfulness, your support and for 
the generous Christmas staff gift.  Without any ques-
tion, it is appreciated more than you can know. 

 From the choir, our wish is that you may have 
the courage, the hope and the faith to conquer what-
ever the 'new' year brings.  The following "Prayer of 
Blessing" is our benediction response for the January 
7, 2018 service: 

"The days of old have come and gone, yet linger in 
our heart; 

We ponder all the times ahead and seek a brand new 
start. 

We trust that all our future days be filled with hope 
and peace; 

And that our care for those we love will evermore in-
crease. 

May God's great love and grace abound in everything 
we do; 

Let perfect peace surround us now, our lives begin 
anew."              ~ Keith Christopher 

'Sing'~cerely,   Nancy 

The church received the following thank you card… 

Dear Faith United Methodist Church &  

Pastor Marilyn, 

Your thoughtfulness certainly made a difference! Thank you 

all so much for all that you did for our family for Christmas. 

We really enjoyed it!  

May God Bless you all! Happy New Year! 

Your Generosity is appreciated! 

The Church Staff appreciates the generosity for the 

Christmas gift provided by the love offering from the 

congregation. Thank you all!   

Chris, Jane and Adam Arnold; Nancy Ferguson, Jan Foy, Re-

becca Padula, Bonnie Scherger and LuAnn Tooley. 

LOST:  Black leather jacket (size L) at the 10:15 am 

service on December 17th. Please check your closet.  

Lost and Found 

 The Lois Hoover family would like to thank the 
congregation of Faith UMC for their prayers and sup-
port through her struggles with cancer. It’s comforting 
to envision her resting peacefully in the arms of our 
loving Father. And we hang-on to the knowledge that 
we will be reunited with her and dad soon.  Glory Be to 
God! The Family of Lois K. Hoover 

Thank you 
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January Birthdays & Anniversaries  

 Bishop Tracy S. Malone will visit the Faith Unit-
ed Methodist church and preach for morning worship 
on March 4th.  We hope you can worship with us on 
this day and be inspired by our Bishop. 

 Bishop Tracy S. 
Malone was assigned to the 
East Ohio Conference of The 
United Methodist Church 
effective September 1, 
2016.  
 As resident bishop, 
she provides spiritual over-
sight; shares in equipping, 
teaching and encouraging 
mission, outreach, witness 
and service; and serves as a 
shepherd of the church in 

providing a prophetic witness of justice, mercy and 
unity.  
 Malone serves on the Boards of Trustees at 
the United Methodist-affiliated colleges, seminaries 
and organizations in East Ohio.  She also is currently 
the president of the General Commission on the Status 
and Role of Women, and is a member of the Board of 
Directors of The Connectional Table of The United 
Methodist Church.  
 Malone was born in Ann Arbor, Michigan and 
was raised in Chicago, Illinois. She is the daughter of 
the late Rev. Willie and the late April Smith. She grew 
up in The United Methodist Church and accepted her 
call to ministry at the early age of 13. 
 During her ministry, she has pastored several 
churches in the Northern Illinois Conference, repre-
sented that conference at four General and Jurisdic-
tional Conferences, served as a district superintendent, 
and been dean of the Cabinet.  She also has written 
chapters for several books, published articles, blogs 
and book reviews, and taught courses as an adjunct 
professor at Aurora University and at Northern Baptist 
Seminary in Lombard, Illinois.  
 Malone has a Bachelor of Arts in Religious 
Studies and Sociology, with a minor in Computer Sci-
ence, from North Central College in Naperville, Illi-
nois.  While in college, she was the recipient of the 
Outstanding Major in Religious Studies award, and re-
ceived the following honors: George M. Pullman Schol-
ar, Clarence Stein Ministerial Scholar, and United 
Methodist Bicentennial Scholar. 

Bishop Malone to speak at Faith March 4th 

 She holds a Master of Divinity from Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois, 
where she was selected a Crusade Scholar, a Maceo 
D. Pembroke Scholar, and a Bishop Edsel A. Ammons 
Scholar.  She earmed her Doctorate of Ministry from 
United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio.  
 Malone received the Distinguished Leadership 
Award from Chicago Black Methodists for Church Re-
newal in 2007, was the recipient of North Central Col-
lege’s 2013 Outstanding Alumni Award, and received 
the 2016 Distinguished Alumni Award from Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary.  
 She and her husband Derrick are the parents 
of two daughters.  

January Birthdays 
1-Thomas Clifton  
2-Jim Albert, Nicole (Clagg) Salaciak,  
3-Hollie Borer,  
Bonnie Scherger;  
5-Judy Oder;  
7-Paul Eborg,  
8-Scott Blue;  
9-Justin Reinbolt, Mary Solomon;  
12-Michael Albert;  
13-Ryan Edelman,  
15-Barbara Trapp;  
17-Joyce Weaver;  
18-Cheryl Burkhardt  
19-Michelle Seigley;  
20- Howard Plank, Micki Tusing;  
21- Phyllis Wisebaker;  
23-Beth Burdine;   
27-Marilyn Davis;  
28-Sue Klopfenstein, Betty Shaull;  
30-Lois Berger, Jane Reinbolt 
 
January Anniversaries  
6-Jim & Joanne Kimmel;  
16- Mr. & Mrs. James Crum;  
31-John & Anna Grover 



  Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 
TOPS 8:30—9:30 am 

Choir Practice 7- pm 

5 6 
Weight Watchers 8 am 

7 
Worship 8 & 10:15 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

 

8 
Dartball 6:30 pm 

9 
Weight Watchers 4:30 pm 

10 
 

11 
TOPS 8:30—9:30 am 

Choir Practice 7 pm 

 

12 13 
Weight Watchers 8 am 

UMW 10 a.m 

 

 

14 
Worship 8 & 10:15 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

Special Church Mtg & 
Luncheon after 2nd 
service. 

 

15 
Martin Luther King 

Jr.Community Celebra-

tion 6:30pm dinner, 

7pm program 

16 
Weight Watchers 4:30 pm 

17 
 

18 
TOPS 8:30—9:30 am 

Choir Practice 7pm 

 

 

19 20 
Weight Watchers 8 am 

21 
Worship 8 & 10:15 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

22 
Dartball 6:30 pm 

23 
Weight Watchers 4:30 pm 

24 
 

25 
TOPS 8:30—9:30 am 

Choir Practice 7 pm 

 

26 27 
Weight Watchers 8 am 

28 
Worship 8 & 10:15 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

29 
Dartball 6:30 pm 

30 
Weight Watchers 4:30 pm 

31 
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   8:00 a.m..                                     10:15 a.m. 

 
LITURGISTS  Jane Schubert   Sue Klopfenstein  
    
READERS 

 Jan 7   Linda Depinet   Sue Klopfenstein   
 Jan 14   Sandy  Mesnard   Kris Klopfenstein   

 Jan 21   Jane Schubert   Beth Donaldson   
 Jan 28   Bonnie Scherger   Jim Donaldson 
  
   
 A/V OPERATORS 

   Tim Everhart   Bonnie Scherger   
 **Looking for additional A/V Operators 

     
NURSERY 
Jan 7       Jane and Chris Arnold 
Jan 14       Micki and Mark Tusing 
Jan 21          
Jan 28       Jane and Chris Arnold 
 
GREETERS & USHERS 
   Dave & Linda Depinet   Jane Schubert 
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