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Dear First Baptist Family,

On October 31, 1517, a young monk named Martin Luther walked with purpose up to the Castle Church door in Wittenberg, Germany. He 
held a mallet in one hand and parchment in the other. On that parchment were listed ninety-five complaints about what the church of his 
day had become. He hammered that paper to the door. The “95 Theses” of Martin Luther would spark a revolution, the effects of which we 
still feel today.

At the heart of his complaints was the idea of indulgences. In essence, Christians were told that if they purchased an indulgence from the 
pope, he could take years off of their deceased family members’ time in purgatory. This was how the Vatican was built in Germany, off of 
money raised through the sale of indulgences. One of the more unscrupulous sellers of indulgences, a man named Tetzel, would even say, 
“When a coin in the coffer rings, a soul from purgatory springs!”

Luther was incensed. He fired both barrels against indulgences. What was at stake, he argued, was the gospel itself. Could salvation be 
purchased with money, or was salvation purchased for us by Christ? Did we have to earn our way to heaven or was that way made clear 
for us by Jesus?

Out of this Protestant Reformation came the great “solas”:
sola scriptura (Scripture alone)
solus Christus (Christ alone)
sola fide (faith alone)
sola gratia (grace alone)
soli Deo gloria (glory to God alone)

October is such a great month! On October 28 we’re going to have a wonderful time at Trunk or Treat! I’m going to enjoy every moment 
of it! I hope that all of you will come and participate.

But also find a little time on October 31 to stop and remember that something momentous happened on that day many years ago in 
Germany. And what happened directly affects, to a large extent, how we think about the gospel and the Christian life today. And when 
you think about these things on October 31, find a little moment to thank the Lord for the gospel of grace, freely offered by King Jesus, and 
received by grace through faith.

Happy Reformation Month!
Pastor Wyman



Changes to church policies and procedures concerning
administration of the Phelps Fund, public access to the
Constitution and Bylaws, use of church facilities including 
the fellowship center, and address of the mission house 
are expected to be presented at the Church Conference on 
November 8. The updates will be available no later than 
Friday, October 23 in the Welcome Center, the Fellowship 
Center, first floor of the East Building, and the church
office. The packet will contain both the current wording
and the proposed replacement.





Our Church Staff
Minister.........................................Every Member
Senior Pastor....................Dr. Wyman Richardson
Minister to Students..............................Clint Ellis
Director of Children’s Ministries ..........................
...............................................Stephanie Caldwell
Director of Senior Adult Ministries.....Mark Derr

Support Staff:
Office Manager/Bookkeeper.............Tracy Collier
Ministry Assistant..............................Angie Black
Ministry Assistant......................Amber McCaskill
Communications Director...................Tiffany Ellis
Tech Director..................................Douglas Smith
Childcare Center Director...................Amy Shivar
Facilities Manager..............William (Buck) Clyburn
Kitchen Manager...............................Lana Wright

Church Office Telephone................803-432-7635
Church Prayer Line.........................803-432-5031
Fax.................................................803-432-6264
Childcare Telephone......................803-432-9069

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 1201 Broad 
Street, Camden, S. C. 29020. 
Periodical published monthly by First Baptist Camden, 
1201 Broad Street, Camden, SC 29020, periodical postage 
paid at Camden, South Carolina. USPS 193-920

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday 7:30 am - 5:30 pm
Friday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

Monthly Budget….................…$173,626 
September Giving........…..…......$140,973
Year to Date Budget…….…......$1,562,637
Year to Date Giving…….....……..$1,400,306

Average Sunday School Attendance..358
Average Worship Attendance.............523

September Designated Funds 
Acts 1:8 (missions).......….........………$1,726
Annie Armstrong………..............………….$100
Benevolence……............………………....$1,581                                  
Building Fund.......................................$200
Children’s Min………...............……….……..$70
CLC Project…………..................................$50
Gideon Offering……….............…………….$200
Janie Chapman…………….….........……$11,856
Lottie Moon………….............………...…….$100
Sacks of Love………...............……….…..…$100
WMU….....……...…..............………...$1,206

september TOTALS
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Welcome
to the Family

Jonathan Bradley
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