
The Link
A U G U S T  2 0 2 6

Dear First Baptist Family,

Some years ago, I cut an article out of an edition of Newsweek magazine that arrested my attention. The article was entitled, “Savior of 
the Streets.” It was a story about a man named Gene Rivers. Gene Rivers is an African American Pentecostal pastor who has devoted his 
life to reaching the gang-ridden, crime-ridden streets of inner-city Boston. His mission is to the poorest of areas and he is building
relationships and trying to reach those who are caught in a web of crime, violence, and poverty.

In the article, Rivers told Newsweek that when he first came to those mean streets, he sought the help of a Boston drug dealer and gang 
leader named Selvin Brown. He said that Selvin Brown took him into the drug dens and into the gangs and introduced him to the people of 
the neighborhood. Rivers said that he learned a lot from Selvin Brown and that his help was invaluable.  

The greatest lesson he said he learned, however, was when this drug dealer explained to him why it was that the gangs were more
important than God to the people of the streets. Here is what Selvin Brown told him.  He said:

“I’m there when Johnny goes out for a loaf of bread for Mama. I’m there, you’re not. I win, you lose. It’s all about being there.”
That’s the comment that grabbed me: “I’m there, you’re not. I win, you lose. It’s all about being there.”

Church, if we’re not “there,” we lose. If we’re not reaching people, among people, loving people, talking to people, serving people in the 
name of Jesus, helping hurting people…if we’re not “there,” we lose.

“And the word became flesh, and dwelt among us…” (John 1:14)

Jesus came here. Jesus came among us. Jesus did not passively watch from a distance.

Let us be there, church.

Let us be there.

Pastor Wyman





women on mission
August 23 @ 4:00 pm
Fiber Fanatics

august 6 & 20
6:30 PM AT THE HOME
OF MARION JACKSON

Thank You Cola Wars Volunteers!



Our Church Staff

Minister.........................................Every Member
Senior Pastor....................Dr. Wyman Richardson
Minister to Students..............................Clint Ellis
Director of Children’s Ministries ..........................
...............................................Stephanie Caldwell
Director of Senior Adult Ministries.....Mark Derr

Support Staff:
Office Manager/Bookkeeper.............Tracy Collier
Ministry Assistant..............................Angie Black
Ministry Assistant......................Amber McCaskill
Communications Director...................Tiffany Ellis
Tech Director..................................Douglas Smith
Childcare Center Director...................Amy Shivar
Facilities Manager..............William (Buck) Clyburn
Kitchen Manager...............................Lana Wright

Church Office Telephone................803-432-7635
Church Prayer Line.........................803-432-5031
Fax.................................................803-432-6264
Childcare Telephone......................803-432-9069

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 1201 Broad 
Street, Camden, S. C. 29020. 
Periodical published monthly by First Baptist Camden, 
1201 Broad Street, Camden, SC 29020, periodical postage 
paid at Camden, South Carolina. USPS 193-920

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday 7:30 am - 5:30 pm
Friday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

Monthly Budget….................…$173,626 
July Giving..….......….....…..…......$184,529
Year to Date Budget…….…......$1,215,385
Year to Date Giving…….....……..$1,102,673

Average Sunday School Attendance..328
Average Worship Attendance.............488

July Designated Funds 

Benevolence………………............……....$2,275                                  
Building Fund.........................................$60
Children’s Min………….............…….……..$100
CLC Project…………..................................$90
Mission Trips (Act1:8 Fund).................$4,050
Men’s Prision Min………...........………….$100
Sacks of Love………….............…….…..…$100
WMU……..……...…................………...$135

july TOTALS

firstbaptistcamden.org

Welcome
to the Family

Malaya Lanier


