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Dear First Baptist Family,

A pastor friend of mine was going through a very hard time some 
years back. He was telling me how his church was divided and 
prone to conflict. It just seemed like the default posture of the
members toward one another was defensiveness and conflict, he 
said. He told me he was asking some friends of his what we thought 
he should do. I told him, “Plan a mission trip or activity.” I went on 
to share with him that nothing reveals the absurdity of
congregational conflict and pettiness like getting people to engage 
in the great task of mission. If you can get two conflicting Christians 
to, say, feed the poor together at the soup kitchen or build a church 
in Nicaragua together or lead people to Jesus on the streets of
Camden or Paris or Mozambique together, then the silliness of 
much of our strife can be dealt with.

I’ve seen it time and time again: Mission reconnects comfortable 
church members to the original task and calling of the church. When 
we strive for (in the words of our 4th canon) “the reaching of the 
nations,” much that ails distracted, comfortable Christians is seen for 
the silliness that it is.

I would go a step forward: There is direct connection between 
attitude within the walls of the church and missional engagement 
outside the walls of the church.
 
I thank God that First Baptist Camden is NOT in conflict, that we 
are not experiencing strife and division. I feel a great and powerful 
unity of purpose in our church, and I thank God for it! But the point 
remains: We stay focused by being the body of Christ in the world, 
by being on mission here and around the world.

So ask yourself this: Am I on mission? What am I doing to
advance the cause of Christ here at First Baptist, here in
Camden, and, indeed, around the world?

The heart that isn’t serving and going is the heart that is ripe 
for seeds of discord and discontentment. But the heart that is 
engaged in service, in mission, in witness, and in outreach is a 
heart that is aligned with the heart of Jesus Himself.

Let us, church, be an authentic family, around the whole
gospel, for the glory of God, and the reaching of the nations!

Let us be on mission together!
Pastor Wyman
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The Finance Committee will bring revised Financial
Policies and Procedures to the Church Conference on 
May 3.  The update will be available no later than
Friday, April 17 in the Welcome Center, the
Fellowship Center, first floor of the East Building, and the 
church office.  The packet will contain both the current 
wording and its proposed replacement.



Our Church Staff
Minister.........................................Every Member
Senior Pastor....................Dr. Wyman Richardson
Minister to Students..............................Clint Ellis
Minister of Music..................Tommy Sunderland
Director of Children’s Ministries ..........................
...............................................Stephanie Caldwell
Director of Senior Adult Ministries.....Mark Derr

Support Staff:
Office Manager/Bookkeeper.............Tracy Collier
Ministry Assistant..............................Angie Black
Ministry Assistant......................Amber McCaskill
Communications Director...................Tiffany Ellis
Tech Director..................................Douglas Smith
Childcare Center Director...................Amy Shivar
Facilities Manager..............William (Buck) Clyburn
Kitchen Manager...............................Lana Wright

Church Office Telephone................803-432-7635
Church Prayer Line.........................803-432-5031
Fax.................................................803-432-6264
Childcare Telephone......................803-432-9069

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 1201 Broad 
Street, Camden, S. C. 29020. 
Periodical published monthly by First Baptist Camden, 
1201 Broad Street, Camden, SC 29020, periodical postage 
paid at Camden, South Carolina. USPS 193-920

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday 7:30 am - 5:30 pm
Friday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

Monthly Budget….................…$173,626 
March Giving…......…....…..…......$177,158
Year to Date Budget……...…......$520,878
Year to Date Giving…….....……..$470,529

Average Sunday School Attendance..376
Average Worship Attendance.............451

March Designated Funds 
Annie Armstrong……………….........….$19,240
Benevolence……………………..........$1,130                                  
Building Fund.......................................$150
CLC Project…………..................................$50
Gideons……………………….…...........$100
Janie Chapman…………….…................….$250
Lottie Moon……………………...............…..$275
Love Offering………………….................……$75
Sacks of Love……………….…..................…$100
WMU………………………………...............$151
Youth……………………………......…...$2,150 

MARCH TOTALS

firstbaptistcamden.org
Thank you Taylor Roberts for 5 years of service at FBC!


