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Part #1 
 

Establishing the Author of the Bible 

 

(Inspiration) 
 

A. Key terms to know and distinguish between: 

 

1.    – this is the act whereby God reveals truth to 

mankind through both special revelation (Scripture, prophets, 

apostles, etc.) and natural revelation (nature, conscience, etc.) 

 

2.    – this is the act whereby God guided the writers of 

Scripture, giving them His words while fully utilizing the human 

element within man to produce the Scriptures. 

 

3.   – this is the act whereby God enlightens man’s 

mind to understand His revelation and its relevance to their lives. 

 

-2 Timothy 3:16-17 = literally, it is “God breathed” 

 

-2 Peter 1:20-21 = literally “to carry,” “to guide,” “to drive along” 

 =it is used of a ship being carried along by the wind 

 

 

B. Theories of Inspiration: 

 

1.   – belief that certain people were extremely gifted 

through natural God-given abilities to write Scripture (      % man). 

 

2.   – belief that the Holy Spirit moved within certain 

individuals to write above natural capacity (      % man,      % God) 

 

3.   – belief that some Scripture is inspired, but not all 

is inspired.  Only that which is profitable for doctrine.  Matters of 

history and science are not included because they are irrelevant to 

God’s purpose (      % man,      % God) 

 



4.      – belief that all Scripture is inspired, but some passages 

are more inspired than others. Example is “days of creation” – it’s 

a narrative written in accommodating language, sort of “baby talk” 

but none the less inspired. (      % God,      % man) 

 

5.   – belief that God simply used the hand of man to 

write His words. (      % God) 

 

6.    – belief that all Scripture is inspired by God 

who utilized the human element within man to accomplish this 

without error. (      % man,      % God) 

*  - applies to the very words of Scripture, not just teachings. 

*  - applies to everything in the Bible, not just parts that 

speak on matters of faith and practice. 

 

 

*     * 

A method of approaching Scripture that completely neglects the 

human element in Scripture, emphasizing only the divine element.   

 =reason is the human element is tainted and therefore  

   anything related to God cannot be tainted by the human 

 

Evidences of Biblical Docetism: 

 

1. Randomly opening the Bible and seeing what God has to say. 

2. Thinking every Scripture applies to you. (i.e. burning bush) 

3. Believing that the chapter and verse numbers are inspired. 

4. Believing that the Canon order is inspired. 

5. Neglects the personality of the writer. 

6. Neglects the rule of interpretation demanded by the type of  

    literature represented. 

7. Over literalization of Scripture.  

 

(Matt. 5:29-30 = cut off hand or gouge out eye) 

(Deut. 21:18-21 = a rebellious son) 

(Deut. 23:14 – price of a dog into the house of the Lord) 

 

 

 



C. Evidence for Inspiration: 

 

1.   – the Scriptures claim inspiration in many places 

 

2.    – collection of 66 books with different genres, 

written by more than 40 different authors from all walks of life on 

3 different continents in 3 languages over 1,500 years, all writing 

to different circumstances and dealing with different issues. 

 =it has been translated into more languages than any other  

  document, book, or writing 

 =it has been attacked more than any other piece of literature 

 =yet, it is the best-selling book of all time 

 

3.    – internal and external evidence 

 

>Internal Evidence::: 

 

a.    – records successes and failures 

 -also contains irrelevant details not expected if  embellished 

b.    – has remarkable consistency that evidences one  

   guiding Author 

 -parallel accounts all contain the same basic story  

c.       – historical claims, extensive  

   details, all testable 

d.       – Gospel writers did not gain  

   anything but persecution and rejection 

 

>External Evidence::: 

 

a.    – the most well attested book in all ancient history  

   with more manuscripts still in existence than any other work 

b.    – it continues to confirm scriptural data 

c.     – over 39 extrabiblical sources attest to  

    more than 100 facts regarding the life and teaching of Jesus  

(Jewish and Roman historians) 

d.      – the entire Gospel was written  

    in close proximity to the actual events themselves, yet no one  

    brought forth evidence that the stories were lies. 



“Christianity was born in a very hostile environment.  There were 

contemporaries who would have refuted the Gospel portrait of 

Jesus – if they could have.  The leaders of Judaism in the first 

century saw Christianity as a pernicious cult and would have loved 

to see it stamped out.  And this would have been easy to do – if the 

“cult” had been based on fabrications.  Why, just bringing forth 

the body of the slain Jesus would have been sufficient to extinguish 

Christianity once and for all.  IN spite of this, however, 

Christianity exploded…Even those who remained opposed to 

Christianity did not deny that Jesus did miracles, and did not deny 

that His tomb was empty.” Gregory Boyd 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 

Part #2 
 

Establishing the Trustworthiness of the Bible 

 

(Inerrancy) 
 

A. Key terms: 

 

1.    – the doctrinal teaching that the Scriptures are true 

in all that they teach, and thus without error. 

 

2.    – the doctrinal teaching that the Scriptures cannot 

fail in matters of faith and practice 

 

 

B. Arguments for Inerrancy: 

 

1. If the Scriptures are “God-breathed,” representing the voice of  

   God, and God is without error, then the Scriptures are w/o error.  

 

2. If the Scriptures contain error, then its entire theological  

    message is place in jeopardy. 

 

3. Inerrancy is inherently tied to absolute authority. Any denial of  

    inerrancy opens one to deny the authority of Scripture on any  

    matter. 

 

 

C. Objections to Inerrancy: 

 

1. Since the Scriptures were written by man, cannot deny the  

    characteristic in all men to error.  To deny error in Scripture is to  

    deny the humanity of Scripture. 

 

2. Inerrancy only applies to original manuscripts.  Since we do not 

    have original manuscripts, it is irrelevant to talk about inerrancy. 

 



D. Points to always remember: 

 

1. The Bible speaks in        

(the sun went down) 

 

2. The Bible uses       

 

3. The Bible     

    (Sermon on Mount is longer in Matthew than in Luke) 

 

4. Must consider the    of the individual books. 

 

5. The Bible uses      - instead of direct quotations 

    (Old Testament in the New Testament – even quoting Jesus) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Part #3 
 

Establishing the Process of the Bible 

 

(Section 1 - Transmission) 
 

A. Basic Facts about the Scriptures 

 

1. The Old Testament written in 2 languages - Hebrew & Aramaic 

 =from 1500 BC to 400 BC 

 

2. The New Testament was written in Koine Greek 

 =from 40 to 100 AD (James possibly the 1st book) 

 

3. We do not have any original writings or manuscripts 

 

4. All transmissions of the Bible were handwritten until the  

    invention of the printing press in 1450 by Johann Gutenberg 

 

5. The earlier writing materials were stone, papyri, and parchment 

 =2nd century AD the codex was developed 

 

6. Manuscripts were subject to wear and tear, so it was unlikely  

   any would survive 

 

7. We do not have many manuscripts of the OT that date before    

    900 AD 

 

8. Transmission of the text was an extremely difficult task 

 

 

B.      

The science of reconstructing the original text of the Scripture 

based upon the available manuscript evidence. 

 =there is the need for textual criticism because many times,  

   an error was made by a scribe copying the OT or NT 

 =there are more than    copyist errors in NT alone 



>This explains manuscripts that differ from one another 

 =different readings among manuscripts are called    

 

>Textual Criticism is the process that works out the errors 

 

>Through textual criticism, they have found that      % of the  

  variants make absolutely no theological difference 

 =of the      % that do, none affect any major doctrine 

 

 

C. Some Unintentional Errors: 

 

1.    - similar looking letters sometimes interchanged 

 

2.    - similar sounding words sometimes substituted 

 

3.    - a letter or word was written twice rather than once 

 

4.    - incorrect division of words (GODISNOWHERE) 

 

5.     - an omission caused by 2 words that have  

    similar endings 

 

6.    - reversal of order of 2 words (Christ Jesus or 

   Jesus Christ) 

 

 

D. Transmission of the Old Testament 

 

1. Ben Asser Family (9th & 10th century)  

 -a Masoretic family of scribes wrote several manuscripts 

 

2. Septuagint – Greek translation of the Old Testament 

 -translated around 300-150 BC (earliest copy AD 400) 

 

3. Targums – Aramaic paraphrases (after AD 200) 

 

4. Dead Sea Scrolls – found in 1948 (around 135 BC) 

 -had copies or portions of every book of OT except Esther 



F. Transmission of the New Testament 

 

1. Greek manuscripts (copies from the originals) 

 

2. Early Church fathers (commentaries, books, letters) 

 

3. Translations – 15,000 copies 

 

*   handwritten copies of the NT 

 

 

G. Comparison of NT to other ancient manuscripts::: 

 

-Caesar (Gallic Wars) 100-44 BC 900AD  10 copies 

 

-Plato    400 BC 900 AD 7 copies 

 

-Pliny the Younger 61-113 AD 850 AD 7 copies 

 

-Aristotle  384-322 BC 1,100 AD 193 copies 

 

-Homer (Iliad)  900 BC 400 AD 643 copies 

 

-New Testament  AD  AD     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Part #3 (con’t) 
 

Establishing the Process of the Bible 

 

(Section 2 - Canonization) 
 

A. Meaning = the “rule” or “measuring rod” 

 

>This refers to the accepted books of the Old and New Testaments 

 

*May hear “The Biblical Canon” or “The Canon of Scripture” 

 

 

B. The Test for OT Canonicity 

 

1. Does the NT attest to its authority? 

 

2. Do extrabiblical Jewish writers affirm it?  

(Josephus, Babylonian Talmud, Philo) 

 

3. Is the book consistent with other revelation?  

(any contractions) 

 

4. Was it written by a prophet or someone of divine authority? 

 

5. Did Christ attest to its authority? 

 

*Issue of   * 

“hidden writings” 

>group of writings mostly written in Greek during 400 to 100 BC 

 

>Catholic Church accepts them 

 

>Jews and evangelical Protestants do not accept them as Scripture 

 

*The Scripture of the Palestinian Jews in the first century 

contained the same books as our current 39-book Protestant canon. 



C. Canonization of NT 

 

1. The NT attests to the acceptance of the authority of the words 

    of the Apostles as being on par with that of God. 

 

2. The NT attests to the acceptance of other NT books as  

    Scripture. 

 

3. The writings of the early Church fathers attest to the acceptance  

    of many NT books 

 =they quote them as Scripture 

=they draw a clear distinction between their writings and     

  the Scripture 

 

 

D. Criteria used by Early Church in Canonization Process 

 

1. Was it written by an apostle or someone under the apostolic  

    umbrella (Luke, Mark, Jude) 

 

2. Did it agree with the canon of truth or contradict known  

    Scripture? 

 

3. Did it have a self-authenticating nature? 

 

4. Did the church accept it? 

 

 

E. The canon is closed 

 

1. God is no longer giving Scripture through the writing of His  

    validated messengers 

 

2. Since salvation history has been completed and recorded, there  

    is no longer a need for any Scriptures to be added to the canon. 

 

3. All major traditions of Christianity today believe the canon is  

    closed and not to be reopened 

 



 

 

 

 

Translation Process: 
 

 Formal Equivalence (word for word)

 Dynamic Equivalence (thought for thought)

 Paraphrase
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part #4 

 

Establishing the Role of the Bible 

 

(Authority) 
 

A. Defining Authority 

 

1. The power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce  

     obedience/compliance 

2. The power to influence or command thought, opinion, or  

     behavior 

3. The power to determine, pronounce, or otherwise settle issues 

 

 

B. Authority in the Christian’s life and in the Church 

 

1. Several options for authority: 

 a.)     

 b.)     

 c.)     

 d.)      

 e.)     

 f.)     

 

2. Throughout the history of the Church, it has usually been  

    between the last 2 options 

 =tradition and/or scripture 

 

 

C. Defining Tradition 

 

1. The passing down of elements of a culture from generation to  

    generation 

2. A mode of thought or behavior followed from generation to  

    generation 

3. Time-honored practices or sets of such practices 



D. Tradition in the history of the Church 

 

1. A “summary” of Christian theology, doctrine, practice  

   (orthodoxy) that has been held by the universal Church since its  

    inception 

    =it is subject to the Scripture 

 

2. An unwritten body of material that contains information beyond  

    the Scriptures which began with the Apostles and has been  

     passed on through a succession of bishops. 

   =it is often referred to as “living Tradition” 

 

 

E. Primary Views for Authority: 

 

1.    – belief that Tradition is equal to Scripture as basis      

    for doctrine 

=the Church has the Authority because only it can define  

  and interpret both Tradition and Scriptures in all matters  

  of faith and practice (Catholic Church ) 

 

2.    – belief that the Church has 2 separate sources  

    of authority 

 =Scriptures and Tradition 

 =Scriptures is primary source but by itself, it is insufficient  

   for all matters of faith and practice 

 =Tradition fills in what is insufficient and becomes the  

  Authority 

 

3.    – belief that Tradition is a “summary” of Scripture  

 =it is passed on through Apostolic succession 

 =believes there is only 1 source of revelation but 2 sources  

  of Authority 

 =implies that Tradition is Scripture, so all interpretation of  

  Scripture must agree with what has consistently been held  

  within the Church 

 

 

 



4.     – belief that Scripture is the final and only  

    Authority for Christians 

 =Tradition helps each generation to understand how the  

   Scripture has been and may still need to be interpreted 

 

5.     – belief that Scripture is the sole basis for  

    Authority  

 =Tradition is useless and even the Church doesn’t have that  

  Authority 

 

*The danger of “solo scriptura” is that Scriptures are evaluated  

  according to the final standard of an individual’s opinion of what  

  is and is not scriptural. 

 =even disregards history and context and culture of given  

  Scriptures 

=example of Campbell, founder of Church of Christ 

 

Our final authority is Scripture alone,  

but not Scripture that is alone, because… 

 

1. There are other sources of authority in the life of a Christian 

 ==the Church, leaders of the Church, even other Christians 

 

2. Each Christian is not an autonomous interpreter of the Scriptures 

 =Scriptures were given within a community of believers 

 =this is how cults develop - David Koresh, Jim Jones 

 =Garner Ted Armstrong, Worldwide Church of God  

 

3. Tradition helps us understand better matters of faith and practice 

 =like infant baptism or baptism by sprinkling 

 =neither practice came into reality until 2nd or 3rd century 

 =even the age-old debate of God’s Sovereignty and Man’s  

  Free Will 

 

4. There is an institutional authority believers should submit to 

 =the church 

 

 

 



F. The Sufficiency of Scripture 

 

*Scripture contained all the words of God He intended His people  

  to have at each stage of redemptive history 

 =it contains all the words of God needed for salvation, for  

  trusting Him perfectly, and for obeying Him perfectly 

 

 

H. Implications: 

 

1. We can find in God’s Word all we need 

 =to find all that God requires of us 

 

2. Whatever words God had given at many different points in  

     history are sufficient 

 =first 5 books sufficient for Moses & Israelites at that time 

 

3. We are not to add anything to the Scriptures we have  

 =Mormons add another book, Jehovah Witnesses add  

 another book 

 

4. We are not required to believe anything about God that is not  

    found in Scripture 

 

5. No modern “revelation” is to be placed on a level equal to  

   Scripture in Authority 

 =even if it is a revelation from God 

 

6. Nothing is sin that is not forbidden by Scripture, explicitly or  

    implicitly 

 =this is where legalism comes in and defines what is sin  

  (going to movies) 

 

7. Any doctrine or teaching must emphasize what Scripture  

   emphasizes and not add to that 

 

 

 

 



Part #5 
 

Establishing the Approach to the Bible 

 

(Interpretation) 
 

A. Key Words: 

 

1.     – the process by which the Scriptures are  

                understood by the reader. 

 

2.     – the theory, method, or rules of biblical  

                interpretation. 

 

3.     – the process of discovering the original  

    meaning of the biblical text. 

 =it is to “bring out” by studying the text according to  

  authorial intent in its historical and grammatical contexts. 

 

>The purpose of hermeneutics is to discover what the author’s   

  original intent was so that timeless principles can be discovered  

  and applied to a contemporary setting. 

 

1.    Statement – What did it mean then? 

2.    Statement – What is the timeless truth taught? 

3.   Statement – How does it apply to us? 

 

 

B. Historical Approaches to Hermeneutics: 

 

1.    – contemporizing the text of Scripture so as to  

   make it relevant for everyday application.  

a.) often giving meaning to texts, phrases, and words without  

     regard to the context 

b.) combining texts that contain similar words or phrases  

     whether or not such texts were referring to the same idea 

 



c.) taking incidental and obscure aspects of grammar and giving 

     them interpretive significance. 

 

2.    – interpreting Scripture according to the straight- 

   forward reading of the text. 

a.) would take literalization of a text to an extreme 

b.) bypassing the general theological principles being taught 

c.) opting for particular legalistic applications 

 

3.    – interpretation that ignores context and takes each  

               word, letter, and number as an isolated truth 

 

4.    – interpreting a text with an immediate  

    eschatological significance and fulfillment 

 

5.    – interpreting with the primary goal of finding the  

    underlying hidden meaning of the text found in  

    characters, places, events, numbers, and other  

    details that would not otherwise be found 

 

 

*With the rise of Gnostics who claimed to have the “secret” 

teachings of Christ handed down to them from the Apostles, the 

Church increasingly employed a “traditional” or “authoritative” 

hermeneutic that sought to appeal to Church tradition as the 

interpretive norm for Christianity.  Thus early Church tradition 

(regula fide) came to rival Scripture as the authority for doctrine in 

the Church and was used as a basis for all other hermeneutics. 

 

The rise of heresy produced a hermeneutical method in which 

church tradition determined the meaning of Scripture.  By this, a 

hermeneutical circle was enacted:  church tradition was created 

by the interpretation of Scripture and the interpretation of 

Scripture was then governed by the church’s traditions in the rule 

of faith. (David Dockery). 

 

 

 

 



C. Principles of Biblical Hermeneutics: 

 

1. Christians are the only ones who can truly understand and  

    submit to text through the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

 

2. Recognize your preunderstandings: 

 -religious tradition -culture -family background 

 -class   -education -world events 

 -political beliefs -generation -race/ethnicity 

 -even emotional make-up 

 

3. Keep the text in its intentional context - the author’s intent 

 

4. Keep the text in its historical context 

 -author – who wrote the book? 

 -date – when was it written? 

 -audience – who was it written to? 

 -circumstances – what was going on at the time? 

 -purpose – why was it written 

 

5. Keep the text in its cultural context 

 -political   -geographical   -economic 

 -legal   -social   -dietary 

 -clothing  -military  -family   

 

6. Keep the text in its context of revelation  

(the progressive revelation) 

 -Adam to Abraham to Moses to David to Isaiah to Matthew  

 to Paul to John  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

D. Common Hermeneutical Fallacies: 

 

1. Believing you can interpret with complete objectivity. 

 

2. Reading historical texts as prescriptive rather than descriptive 

 

-   – information that provides principles to apply 

 

-   – information that describes the way something  

      was done but is not necessarily meant to  

   encourage the same action today 

 

3. Building theology from obscure material. 

 

4. Using word studies in the wrong way: 

 

a.)      – looking to the root word to  

    discover its meaning - this can be deceiving  

(like butterfly – taken from butter and fly) 

 

b.)      – bringing the full meaning of a  

      word with all its nuances to the present usage – when only one  

      meaning applies determined by the context 

 (phileo – have deep feelings for / to love / to like / kiss) 

 

c.)      – this is the reverse where a nuance  

     that is liked or preferred is selected solely on that basis 

 

d.)      – reading theology into the text 

 

e.)      – believe you don’t need anyone but  

     the Holy Spirit to interpret text 

 =this is when individualistic interpretations come in and  

   can lead to exclusive, cult-like behavior 

 

 

 

 



Part #6 
 

Handling Accurately the Bible 

 

(Guiding Principles) 
 

A.      

 

-This is the singling out of one verse from the Bible and presenting 

it as if it were the totality of what the Bible teaches on that subject 

 =no regard for additional teaching that may be available on  

  the same subject in the rest of the Bible 

 

-This also leads to jumping all over the Bible and pulling out 

isolated verses to prove a point 

 =this is when you can make the Bible say pretty much  

  whatever you want it to say 

*Must always remember:    verses were not intended to 

be understood in  -  fashion 

 

 

B.       

 

-The belief that the Bible “contains” the word of God 

 =the idea is whenever the Bible speaks to someone and  

    their situation, then it becomes subjective revelation for  

  that person 

-Revelation then is something that happens in an experience of a 

personal encounter with truth 

 =it cannot be objective truth committed once for all to the  

  pages of a book 

 

*The major problem with this is it makes truth relative to each 

individual 

 =what may be truth for you may not be truth for me 

*We believe in an objective truth once for all 

 =not just when it helps us in a given moment 



C.       

 

-This refers to statements, ideas, or words that appear only once in 

the Bible 

 =must never build a doctrine on or draw a teaching from an 

   unclear or debated hapax 

 

-If the hapax is clear and if there is no debate over its meaning, 

then use it and incorporate it  

=if the meaning is not clear and there is controversy over    

  its meaning, then it is best to leave it alone 

*There is so much clear material in the Bible, don’t need to press  

  over difficult texts that are better left alone when not understood 

 =those texts had meanings when first written, but such  

  meanings are now lost because of ignorance of ancient  

  languages and customs 

Examples:   

1.) The account of Magi worshipping baby Jesus in Bethlehem  

      (Matt. 2) 

 =this event is not confirmed anywhere else in the NT 

 =yet the text is clear and believers do not debate its  

  meaning 

2.) The account of Paul addressing Corinthians about doctrine of  

      resurrection 

=he makes a passing reference to “baptism for the dead”  

  (1 Cor. 15:29). 

 =he neither endorses the practice or explains it 

-The allusion is unclear & its meaning debated for many centuries 

 =it is also never confirmed anywhere else in the Scriptures 

-This is a hapax that some groups have elevated to the status of a  

  doctrine which would be better served leaving alone 

 

*God does not hold us responsible to explain and use everything  

  found it the Bible 

 

 

 

 

 



D.       

 

-This is the belief that the most important doctrines of Scripture 

were clear enough for any laymen to understand 

 =the Reformers believed in this completely 

 

*The Roman Catholic belief was that the Scriptures had hidden 

meanings and only the institutional Church’s magisterial authority 

could find it. 

 

 

E.       

 

-This is the understanding that the Testaments represent different 

stages in the process of God’s revelation 

 =  represents the phase of promise and preparation for  

  the coming of Christ 

 =  represents the fulfillment with the coming of Christ  

  and the establishing of the church  

-  is the community of preparation 

=  is the community of fulfillment 

 

-The truth of the   is partial and incomplete 

 =  cannot have the final word on any aspect of  

  revelation unless it is confirmed in the   

-The full meaning of the   is found in the   

 =it is the   that controls the meaning of the   

  (never the reverse) 

 

*Example: the full meaning of the sacrificial system in the OT is  

  found in the NT 

 =for followers of Judaism, the OT has finality 

 =for Christians, it is Christ and therefore the NT that has  

  the last word in defining Christian beliefs and practices 

 

-The theme of the subservience of the old covenant to the new runs 

throughout the NT 

 =every time we go to the OT for a teaching, we find how it  

  is redefined and completed in the NT 



“A    of    which is not   ” 

 

-This comes from a Latin phrase during the Protestant Reformation 

that stresses the importance of Scripture above all other sources of 

theology.   

 

-The Scripture, according to the Reformers, is the standard (norm) 

against which all other sources for theology must be judged, but 

this standard cannot be ultimately judged by them. 

 

 

 


