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I.  What Hinders Being Relevant? 
 

#1. An Over-Emphasis on     
 

 This can lead to     
 

“Then Jesus said to him, ‘Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.’  
 At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.  

The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, and so the  
Jews said to the man who had been healed, ‘It is the Sabbath;  

the law forbids you to carry your mat.’  John 5:8-10 (NIV) 
 
 
 
 

#2. An Over-Infatuation with    
 

 This can lead to     
 

“And Jesus said to them: "You have a fine way of setting aside  
the commands of God in order to observe your own traditions!” 

     Mark 7:9 (NIV) 
 
 
 
 

#3.  An Over-Glamorizing of the    
 

 This can lead to     
 

“As He was leaving the temple, one of His disciples said to Him,  
‘Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!’  
‘Do you see all these great buildings?’ replied Jesus. ‘Not one stone  

here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.’ 
      Mark 13:1-2 (NIV) 

 
 

II.  What Makes a Church Relevant? 
 
 

#1. When     Matter 
 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  

 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 
     Matthew 22:35-39 (NIV) 

 
 
 

#2. When      is Welcomed 
 

“A woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was 
eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 
and as she stood behind Him at His feet weeping, she began to wet His 
feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and 
poured perfume on them.  When the Pharisee who had invited Him saw 
this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, He would know who 
is touching Him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a sinner.” 

     Luke 7:37-39 (NIV) 
 
 
 

#3.  When     is the Common Practice 
 

“Only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there.  
 Jesus straightened up and asked her,  

‘Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?’ 
‘No one, sir,’ she said.  ‘Then neither do I condemn you,’  

Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin.’" 
     John 8:9-11 (NIV) 

 
 
 

#4.  When    is Addressed    
 

“Jesus answered, ‘It is written: “Man does not live on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”’” 

     Matthew 4:4 (NIV) 
 
 


