
Dear Church Family,
  What an incredible evening with our Trunk-or-Treat last Sunday 
evening.  We had so many from our community on our campus 
(well, on the street in the middle of our campus) giving us the 
chance to serve beyond and love beyond our community. Thank 
you to those who provided the trunks and to all who served in 
some capacity. And thank you, Stephanie Caldwell, for your
planning and overseeing this meaningful and fun event.

We wrapped up our series “Loving Beyond” where we were
encouraged and challenged to be willing to love beyond those 
who are already convinced of Christ in order to love those who 
are not yet convinced of Christ. We started our new series,
“Matters of the Heart.” The premise for this series is that the 
heart of the matter is almost always a matter of the heart. We 
already saw “The Place of the Heart” and learned our heart is 
where our truest self resides. We also learned that whatever 
influence we allow into our hearts will influence everything else 
in our lives. That is why God focuses on our hearts and wants to 
reside in our hearts so He can be that influence. Because He then 
knows He will have influence in everything else about our lives. 
This Sunday, we will be looking at “The Problem of the Heart.” 
There is a problem with our heart that interferes and even
hinders God from being the influence in our life that He so wants 
to be. I am currently working on the remainder of this series, but 
for right

now, I am planning the next two messages to be “The Potential 
of the Heart” and then “The Pain of the Heart.” 
There are several special opportunities to be part of in
November. The first special opportunity is the Packing Party for 
Operation Christmas Child. This is an incredible blessing to be 
part of as we pack Christmas boxes to be sent to children all 
around the world. This will be on Sunday afternoon, November 
12, from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm. This is an incredible time for the 
whole family. The second special opportunity is the Deacon 
Ordination. Six of the 11 deacons who will begin serving our 
church family have never been a deacon and, therefore, have not 
been ordained. This is a special time in the life of our church, but 
especially in the life of these men and their families as they are 
set apart for service in our church. The Ordination service will 
be Sunday evening, November 12, at 6:30 pm. The third special 
opportunity will be our church-wide Thanksgiving Family Meal on 
Sunday evening, November 19, at 5:00 pm. This is just a special 
time as the family of First Baptist comes together for fellowship 
around the table. It doesn’t hurt that there will be some
incredible food. 
Thank you to the many who expressed your appreciation of 
Angela and myself. We are blessed to be here and to be a part of 
what God is doing in and through First Baptist Church.

Beyond 1201,

for current events and activ ities, more information and links to register
firstbaptistcamden.org/whats-new

Pastor Rusty



First Celebrations with Pastor Phillip
- The Choir and Orchestra have begun preparation for the 
Christmas Presentation. It is going to be awesome! If you 
would like to help, contact Tommy.

- The First Kids Ministry participated in the Camden 
Elementary Fall Festival. Great job Kid’s Team.

- The Music Tech Ministry continues to offer volunteer 
training. If you’ve got some skills, or a willing heart, or 
both, contact the office and you will get a call back.

- The YAH Ministry continues to grow! This month it was 
the buffet at Mr. B’s Restaurant. It was a great time of food 
and fellowship.

- The Good News Club at Camden Elementary has come 
to an end for the semester. Great job of getting the “Good 
News” into elementary schools. Would you like to be on 
the Good News Team? Just give Stephanie a call.

- First Students fed the CHS Volleyball team, served at 
Trunk-or-Treat, and the High School Girls took a road trip to 
Hoffmeyer Road Baptist Church to view a dramatic Gospel 
presentation.

- The Spring Valley Baptist Church Senior Adult Choir 
presented musical selections for the YAH lunch this month.  
Great food and fellowship as usual!

- We had the best Trunk or Treat EVER this month.  A BIG 
Thank you for the prayers, to the volunteers, to those that 
decorated their trunks and for the donated candy. From 
setup to take-down, it was a great night.

- Pastor Rusty’s sermon series on “Loving Beyond” was 
challenging, needed, and well received.  If you missed any 
of the seven-part series, they are available on the church 
website.

- The new sermon series, “Matters of the Heart” is off to a 
great start.  Plan to be present for the entire series.

- God is at work in so many ways at FBC Camden. This 
month we baptized three and exceeded our Janie 
Chapman offering of $16,000. Your gifts totaled $16,110.  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

- The Fall Discipleship classes concluded at the end of 
October. They will kick off fresh and new in 2024.

- The Nominating Committee, Constitution & Bylaws 
Committee, and Finance Committees have been hard 
at work this month in preparation for the November 5 
Church Conference. Thank you for your service to the King 
of Kings.

Thank You Phillip Gerrald for 10 years and Angie Black for 20 years of
Work & Service at First Baptist Camden!

The First Baptist Kindergarten & Child Care
& First Kids Ministry are excited and

grateful for their new playground.
God is blessing in amazing ways! 



The Constitution and Bylaws Committee will be presenting more updates to the document at the Church Conference 
on November 5 at 6:00 pm. These will include changes to some Policies and Procedures.  Packets of these updates 
are available in the Welcome Center, the Fellowship Center, first floor of the East Building, and the church office.  
These packets will contain only the proposals; the current Policies and Procedures will be available in the church 
office for review and comparison.



 NOVEMBER  2023

4 SATURDAY
5:00 PM - Food Trucks & Fellowship

5
SUNDAY
Daylight Saving Time Ends
3:00 pm - Choir & Orchestra Rehearsal
6:00 pm - Quarterly Church Conference

7-9 TUESDAY - THURSDAY
Young at Heart Beach Trip

12
SUNDAY
10:30 am - Budget Vote During Worship
4:00 pm - Operati on Christmas Child
Packing Party
6:30 pm - Deacon Ordinati on

14 TUESDAY
10:00 am - Women on Mission Group Mtgs

19
SUNDAY
3:00 pm - Acteens Friendsgiving-Off  Campus
5:00 pm - Church-Wide Thanksgiving Meal

26
SUNDAY
Lotti  e Moon Emphasis Kick-off 
3:00 pm - Choir & Orchestra Rehearsal
4:00 pm - Fiber Fanacti cs
4:00 pm - Women in Acti on
4:30 pm - Love, Serve, Give

29 WEDNESDAY
6:30 pm - Choir & Orchestra Rehearsal

30 THURSDAY
6:30 pm - Choir & Orchestra Rehearsal

   Weekly Schedule

 Sunday
9:15 am - Sunday School - Bible Studies
10:30 am - Worship
10:30 am - Kids Worship
4:00 pm - Acteens

 Monday 
6:00 pm - Ladies’ Hebrews Bible Study

Tuesday
9:00 am - Staff  Meeti ng

Wednesday
10:00 am - Ladies’ Hebrews Bible Study
10:00 am - Ladies’ Exodus Bible Study
3:00 pm - Children’s Reading in Library
4:30 pm - Handbell Practi ce
4:45 pm - Wednesday Night Supper
6:00 pm - Prayer Meeti ng &
                  Adult Bible Study
6:00 pm - Youth WNL
6:00 pm - Preschool & Kids Choirs
6:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir &
                  Orchestra Rehearsal
6:30 pm - RAs, GAs, & Mission Friends

Thursday
6:45 am - Men’s Bible Readers
Encouragement Group at Chick-fi l-A

Saturday
6:30 am - Men’s Accountability (Zoom)

The Church Offi  ce will be Closed on
November 23 & 24

upcoming events

First Bapti st Camden will be an offi  cial drop-off  site for
Operati on Christmas Child boxes on the dates listed below:

Nov 13 from 10am-12pm, Nov 14 from 5-7pm, Nov 15 from 1-4pm, Thurs, Nov 16        
from 5-7pm, Fri, Nov 17 from 10am-12pm, Sat, Nov 18 from 11am-1pm, Sun, Nov 
19 from 3-6pm, Mon, Nov 20 from 10am-12pm                                                

Our Church Staff
Minister.........................................Every Member
Pastor..........................................Dr. Rusty Shuler
Associate/Admin Pastor.................Phillip Gerrald
Minister to Students..............................Clint Ellis
Minister of Music..................Tommy Sunderland
Director of Children’s Ministries ..........................
...............................................Stephanie Caldwell

Support Staff:
Office Manager/Bookkeeper.............Tracy Collier
Pastor’s Ministry Assistant.................Angie Black
Administrative Assistant............Amber McCaskill
Facilities Manager............................Chase Sutton
Kitchen Manager..........................Jason Baccomo
Childcare Center Director...................Amy Shivar

Church Office Telephone................803-432-7635
Church Prayer Line.........................803-432-5031
Fax.................................................803-432-6264
Childcare Telephone......................803-432-9069

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 1201 
Broad Street, Camden, S. C. 29020. 
Periodical published monthly by First Baptist 
Camden, 1201 Broad Street, Camden,
SC 29020, periodical postage paid at
Camden, South Carolina. USPS 193-920

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday 7:30 am - 5:30 pm
Friday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

firstbaptistcamden.org

Monthly Budget.........….......……$149,690
October Giving............…...........$213,845
Year to Date Budget..............$1,496,894
Year to Date Giving…...…...……$1,605,969

Average Sunday School Attendance..353
Average Worship Attendance............453

October Designated Funds 
Annie Armstrong…...............……………..$500
Lottie Moon…………..............……………$1,725
WMU..........................................$1,105
Building Fund....................................$6,285 
Sacks of Love....................................$1,340
CLC Project.............................................$50 
Janie Chapman..................................$2,935
Benevolence.............................$1,300
Children’s Min......................................$365
Adult Choir……....................…………………$20
Men’s Min………..................……………….$300

October  TOTALS

CROSBY BELL WILLIAM HUNT CHARLOTTE MCCASKILL

Thank you everyone for the cards, gifts and 
kind words during Ministerial Appreciation.
You are all such a blessing to us as a staff! 


