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                                          RISING 6TH GRADERS  
It is almost time for you to move up to Youth!  

If you feel confident letting your child participate in a small group rising 6th grade event or helping 

with Worship Rally at FBS, please email Mrs. Stephanie at fbcchildmin@firstbaptistcamden.org  
 

FBS – COMING IN AUGUST! WHAT IS FBS?     
                                                    Family Bible School 

 

We are planning to do a Drive-In Bible School 3 evenings in August. 

You will not be required to stay in your cars – but you will be required to stay in 

your family’s space. This is not a drop-off event. Parents will need to stay with 

their children.  Save the dates – August 17-19.  
 

You will need to fill out a form to reserve a spot for your family. Here is a link:  

https://tinyurl.com/Drive-in-FBS-at-FBC 
 

We need volunteers too!! Fill out a Volunteer Form. Here is a link:  

https://tinyurl.com/FBS-at-FBC-Volunteer  

Parents, do you ever feel like sometimes you are alone 

in the struggles you are facing with your student(s)? If 

only children came with an instruction manual! I would 

like to share some resources that may be of assistance 

to you as a parent. I have recently uploaded these to our 

FBC Camden Set Apart Facebook page, but you will also be able to find 

them on the “Youth” page on our website (click on the Ministries tab and 

select “Youth”). We believe that you are the primary discipler in the life of 

your student and it is our goal to come along side of you as you seek to 

raise your children in the “training and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 

6:4). You will find resources like “Difficult Teen,” “Intentional Parenting,” 

“Leading your Child to Christ,” “Preparing for Adolescence,” and 

“Parenting Students – Technology.” Let me also recommend another 

source: The Parent Cue. The Parent Cue (theparentcue.org) has a vast 

collection of articles on various topics; Special Needs, School Life, Family 

Life, Character & Values, Technology, Faith, etc. I pray that these 

resources will be useful to you and your family.  

https://tinyurl.com/Drive-in-FBS-at-FBC
https://tinyurl.com/FBS-at-FBC-Volunteer


I am encouraged by the 
responses to the plan to move 
the church forward. At the end 
of the July 26 worship service, 
the church will enter a special 
business meeting to approve a 
motion to instruct the 
Committee on Committees to 
begin work on recommending a 

Pastor Search Committee. This committee should be made 
up of people who have different opinions of the recent 
struggles the church has had. The hope is that there will be 
some people on that committee that all church members can 
trust.  
 
The Pastor Search Committee will work with me for a long 
time before they begin a search for a pastor. They will help 
me do some of the things that a Transition Team would have 
done, had COVID 19 not made the Intentional Interim 
process impossible.  
 
When the Committee on Committees has a recommendation 
for the Pastor Search Committee prepared, it will be 
submitted to the church for approval. And I will ask that the 
Pastor Search Committee be instructed by the congregation 
to work with me in preparing the church for a prospective 
pastor.  
 
Years ago, as a young pastor, who was greatly loved by his 
congregation, I asked a Pastor Search Committee, "Why 
should I leave this church that loves me and my family, and 
come to pastor your church, which dismissed its last 
pastor?" The obvious answer is "because God's Spirit is 
leading you to do this." But there are some other good and 
important answers, too. That committee gave me some good 
answers. Could you give some good answers to such a 
question?  
 
Pray for me, pray for your church, and pray that God will 
work in your own heart. Thank you for letting me serve here.  

 
 

 
As a member or friend of First Baptist, you have available to 

you a free subscription to RightNow Media. RNM provides 

for you a huge collection of Bible studies. The studies are 

arranged by topic so that you can easily find something of 

interest. There are lectures series from popular Christian 

speakers as well as cartoons with a biblical life lesson. 

Regardless of your age, interest or attention span you will 

love RightNow Media. All you need to do is provide the 

church office with your email address and you will be sent a 

link to join RightNow.   

 

PRAYER MEETING 
 

Join Dr. Turner in a time of prayer and Bible study on 

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Center. Prayer 

Meeting is available via Facebook Live or in person. Mask 

required. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEAL 
 

The Wednesday Night Meal will return when the 

Wednesday night attendance can support the expense. 

Currently Prayer Meeting is the only group meeting on 

Wednesday night. If Prayer Meeting attendance increases, 

the meal option will be further explored. When the 

Wednesday Night Meal returns reservations will be required.   

 

ONLINE GIVING 
 

Recently FBC converted to a new church management 

software package called ACS Realm. Realm provides a new 

online giving platform. Below you will find a link to give 

online.  Each giving option has a different fee structure.  

The illustration of a $100 gift to the church is below. 

$100 tithe via *Debit/Credit Card yields $97.00 

(Mastercard, Visa, Discover.  American Express has a 

higher fee) 

$100 tithe via *electronic bank draft yields $98.75 

$100 tithe via online bill pay from your bank yields $100.00

(*There is the option of adding any transaction fees to the 

tithe so that the church receives the full amount intended.) 

Use this link to give via Realm on the church website:   

https://firstbaptistcamden.org/giving/online-giving 

Once you setup your account you may choose to create a 

reccurring transaction. In addition to a tithe or offering you  

may also use the online giving option to pay for a camp or 

conference. 

If you have any questions, just call the church office and ask 

for Tracy! 

 

THE WELCOME CENTER  

The Welcome Center is the designated drop off and pick up 

zone for things being distributed or collected. Devotional 

materials, magazines and Sunday School materials may be 

picked up in the Welcome Center, Monday through Friday 

from 9am to 5pm, with the exception of Tuesday. 

WOMAN’S MISSIONARY UNION 
 

     Many of our Kershaw County neighbors have struggled with 
the impacts of the coronavirus. Many have less food on their 
shelves. Christian Community Ministries (CCM) and the 
Kershaw Baptist Association (KBA) are providing food to those 
in need, but also now have less on their shelves to give. 
     Thank you, FBC, for being His hands by humbly 
providing food to our neighbors through our Hunger Ministry in 
Kershaw County church-wide mission opportunity by 
giving 556 pounds of food to the KBA, approximately 275 food 
items to CCM and $250 cash to purchase food!!! Our WMU also 
provided 1,000 refrigerator magnets highlighting the fruits of the 
Spirit to give to the food recipients.    

https://firstbaptistcamden.org/giving/online-giving


ON-CAMPUS MINISTRIES RESTART 
 

 Many have asked the question. The answer is the hard 
part.  Given the medical climate we find ourselves in, it is 
hard to anticipate when it may be safe to restart our on-
campus ministries. The analogy we have all heard about the 
hot embers remaining hot as long as they are close to one 
another cautions us not to isolate ourselves too long.  
(Hebrews 10:25)  We are the body of Christ and all parts of 
the body must remain connected for the body to function 
properly. However, we must be cautious and make wise 
decision. You are the best one to determine when it is safe 
for you to participate in on-campus ministries.  
      
The Kershaw County School District has tentatively set a 
return to school date of September 8 or later. Consequently, 
we may see a temporary spike in Covid-19 cases. It would 
be wise to wait and see how the return to school affects our 
county. Depending on that outcome, we possibly could 
anticipate an October restart for the on-campus ministries.  
      
This timeframe, unfortunately, is speculative at this point.  
However, for planning purposes this provides a starting 
point. Church Council will need to meet to approve the 
actual restart date. The Nominating Committee will need to 
work toward this date to ensure we have the leadership in 
place that we will need. Classroom assignments may be 
impacted.  Classes may merge based on class size or the 
availability of teachers. There is much to consider. 
      
At this point, I cannot confidently point to a Sunday in 
October as a restart date. Should this timeframe hold, each 
of us must consider, “What will be my role in the restart?”  
The Nominating Committee has a big job ahead of them.  
Don’t wait to be asked to serve.  Instead, ask to serve to the 
glory of God! 

 
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in 

love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy 
people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is 
the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the 
fullness of God. 

 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than 

all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work 
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen. 
      
I will continue to provide additional information as October 
draws near. Until then join me in praying for God’s best as 
we move forward together! 
 

Pastor Phillip 

Dear Friends! 
 
We are at the halfway point of summer and in addition to all 
the questions swirling between college football, school 
starting and churches starting back... the question on my 
mind is “what is Christmas going to look like?!”  It is probably 
safe to say that I’m the only one worrying about that, but 
that’s why I’m here! 
 
Our hope is to roll out a plan for Christmas at the end of 
August and begin rehearsal for the choir on September 15. 
Hopefully, we will all be more comfortable and everyone will 
be ready to come back!  How about you!   
 
Some of you could and should be serving with us in this most 
important ministry of our church!  I’m praying that this 
“COVID 19 pause” will be a great time to consider a restart 
with us.  My hope is to start in September with full choir and 
orchestra, so will you pray with me to that end? 
 
What a privilege it is to serve here during this interim period 
alongside Dr  Turner. What I’ve noticed here at Camden is a 
church made up of kind and generous people who have a 
heart for God. I’m looking forward to seeing our church...my 
church... join together to do great things for Christ in this next 
season.  
 
Scott 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY OPTIONS 
 

A few adult Sunday School classes have begun meeting.  
Some are meeting on campus. Some are meeting virtually 
using resources like Zoom. Some are meeting via 
conference call. Most are meeting on Sunday but some are 
meeting on a weekday evening. There are Bible study 
options available! Check out the website for details. 
      
Discipleship Classes can also be offered in person or via 
Zoom. Several classes met successfully last Spring. The 
class can be offered so that some members can attend 
virtually (by computer) while others are spaced out in the 
classroom. If you are interested in leading a Discipleship 
Class this Fall please contact Pastor Phillip 
      
If you are interested in being a part of any of the class 
options, please check the “What’s New” page on the church 
website for current dates, times and locations. There will 
also be a link to register for current classes as appropriate.  
As always, you can call the church office for more details! 
      
Don’t forget that Prayer Meeting is a great Bible Study 
option with Dr. Turner.  Prayer Meeting meets on 
Wednesday at 6:00 pm online and inside the Fellowship 
Center. 
      
Elsewhere in The Link you will find an article concerning the 
restart of all on campus ministries. 

PHELPS FUND 
First Baptist members facing the financial challenges of a 
medical condition which requires special nursing or home care 
assistance can apply for limited funding for this assistance from 
the church’s Phelps Fund. Applications are available in the 
church office. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Our Church Staff 
 
Minister ............................ Every Member 
Transitional Pastor ................ Emil Turner 
Associate Pastor ............... Phillip Gerrald 
Minister to Students .................. Clint Ellis 
Interim  Minister of Music ......... Scott Lee 
Interim Director of Children’s Ministries ..  
 ................................. Stephanie Caldwell 
 

Support Staff 
 

Office Manager/Bookkeeper Tracy Collier 
Administrative Assistant........ Angie Black 
Administrative Assistant. Chrissy Watford 
Facilities Manager .............. Larry Jowers 
Kitchen Manager ................. Lana Wright 
Daycare/Kindergarten Director ...............  

 
 
 

Church Office Telephone .. 803-432-7635 
Church Prayer Line ........... 803-432-5031 
Fax .................................... 803-432-6264 
Childcare Telephone ......... 803-432-9069 
Church Website .... firstbaptistcamden.org 
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This year’s offering  
will go toward the  

purchase of milk for the  
Sacks of Love weekend  

feeding ministry for  
food-insecure children 

in our schools. 

Thank you, 

FBC! 

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY 
We have the following dates available 
for flowers. Please call the Church 
Office with the date you would like.   
Aug 30 | Sept 6, 20, 27 | Oct 4   
Nov 29 | Dec 27 

WE NOW HAVE A LOCKED DROP BOX! 
 

Due to the restrictions, the COVID Virus has placed on our 
church and its members. We have placed a locked drop box 
outside of the church office. This box will allow you to drop 
off various church items and still maintain the social 
distancing requested. The box will be checked daily, 
Monday through Friday. The church office will remain open 
and the ladies are here to assist with your needs, but we 
want you to have options if you are uncomfortable coming 
into the office area. Please contact the church office if you 
have any questions or concerns pertaining to the locked 
drop box, 803-432-7635. 
God Bless you and we pray that we will be back to normal 
soon. 


