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Dear First Family, 

 

There is a passage of Scripture that scares me.  It always has.  It has especially caused me to 

straighten up and listen for the Holy Spirit to convict and convince since entering the ministry of the 

local church.  This passage is not to cause me or anyone to doubt their salvation or to lose 

assurance, but it should stop all of us in our tracks and cause us to check ourselves. You will most 

likely recognize it even by its reference, Matthew 7:21-23.  

 

Right at the end of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says, “
21

Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 
22 

Many will say to Me on that 

day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform 

many miracles?’ 
23 

And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.’”   

 

It is that last sentence that stops me in my tracks.  Jesus’ words shut my mouth.  Just as the crowds who heard it the 

first time, I am amazed at Jesus’ teachings and I bow to His authority.  I do not ever want to hear those words, “I never 

knew you.”  “Depart from Me.”  “You practice lawlessness.”  Following are some checks on the church—the Body of 

Christ—the individual people who make up a local church as well as the church universal. 

 

The first check is to examine my salvation.  Did I recite a prayer in the hopes of salvation through a formula?  Did I just 

raise my hand or stand with a group to repeat a four sentence prayer?  Many may have come to Christ in such a 

scenario.  Notice the wording here “come to Christ.”  God has saved many in this very scenario at VBS, church camp, 

revival or FCA rallies.  However our story is told, whether it began with our parents, a grandparent, a teacher, a coach,  

a minister or with a personal encounter with God’s Word, was there acknowledgement of sin, repentance and faith 

expressed in Christ? 

 

The second check is addressing obedience.  Since the day that I professed Christ, has there been obedience?  I love to 

hear a Christian tell their story. I love to hear a follower of Christ give testimony to the saving grace of God.  Every story 

is unique.  Jesus is addressing growth here.  He is addressing follow-up.  Jesus is connecting heart change to a life 

change.  Am I daily walking with Christ in a continuing faith relationship with Him?  Jesus addressed this often through 

the metaphor of fruit.  He would say you can recognize a tree by its fruit.   

 

The third check alarms us because many of us seek to serve Christ in the local church or in ministry outside of the 

church.  To hear the cry of those who claimed to prophesy, cast out demons and perform miracles in Jesus’ name 

makes us shrink back.  How does my serving as a greeter compare to casting out demons?  One might tend to compare 

their act of service with a miracle worker and wonder how can one stand before Christ when He says to this one, “I 

never knew you.”  This third check is on the heart. Is my service for God springing from a transformed heart?  Does my 

service to God bring glory to Christ and His church? An attitude that has this in check understands the attitude of John 

when he said, “He must increase, but I must decrease.”   

 

There is a song by THE AFTERS called “Well Done” that has inspired me recently.  These words are in stark contrast to 

Jesus’ words in Matthew 7:23. “Well done, well done My good and faithful one; Welcome to the place where you belong.  

Well done, well done, My beloved child; You have run the race and now you’re home.  Welcome to the place where you 

belong.” 

 

Tina and I want you to know that we love every single person of Camden First Baptist.  We are disappointed to miss all 

the stories that God wanted to tell through us in the next ten years.  We forgive everything.  We long to hear the stories 

that will come out of a church that repents, reaches across the aisle and says “I love you.  I forgive you.”  Hang around 

for that.  There’s more!  Do not forget what my dearest friend Mickey Sobeski said to the youth of First Baptist 

Spartanburg. “Never forget the body of Christ.  The world will always seek to take from you whatever it can get.  But the 

Body of Christ always gives and gives and gives.”   

 

Come see us!  Love and prayers!     

John and Tina Sorrells 



Summer Book Club is coming!!!  We have chosen Priscilla Shirer’s book 
“Fervent” to read as a Book Club on Wednesday mornings beginning on June 
5th.  Here is a portion from the introduction: 
 “At the end of the day, the enemy is going to be sorry he ever messed with 
you.  You’re about to become his worst nightmare a million times over.  He 
thought he could wear you down, sure that after a while you’d give up without 
much of a fight.   Well, just wait till he encounters the fight of God’s Spirit in 
you.  Because.......This, Means, War.”  
 
No matter your battle, let’s fight it together!  Pick up your book anywhere or we 
can order you one in the office.  Let us know when you sign up if you need a 
book.  You can start reading if you like.  There is not a workbook like other 
classes, and no video.   Plan to join us! 

College Students 
 

If you are pursuing a degree from a 

Southern Baptist college or seminary 

and are preparing for a church-related 

vocation, you may qualify for a limited 

amount of financial assistance through 

the First Baptist Church Student Aid Committee. Application 

packets for the upcoming fall semester are available in the 

church office. The completed forms should be submitted no 

later than July 15. 

Hey Church Family! 
 
Summer is here.  It seems it arrived early but the 
seasons are not under our control.  Fortunately, the air 
condition in the East Building is now supplying the 
much-needed cool air.  In the next few weeks, the 
HVAC system should be completely installed and 
programmed for scheduled occupancy. 
 
While the East Building is finishing up, the Sanctuary 
roof is just beginning.  The materials have arrived and 
the metal roof installation is about to begin.  It is our 
desire that nothing will be in your way as you walk the 
campus but I am sure some of the parking areas will 
be affected.  We are also trying to minimize the clutter 
but it will be a construction zone. 
 
Speaking of construction zones, the City of Camden 
has notified us that they will be repairing the cracked 
sidewalks on Walnut Street.  After that project is 
complete, they are planning to pave Walnut Street.  I 
do not have specific dates at this point but I did want 
you to be aware. 
 
For the months of June, July and August please arrive 
early and expect a little inconvenience as we 
accommodate these enhancements to our campus.  
The Buildings and Grounds Committee led by 
Kennerly Johnstone and Larry Jowers have worked 
tirelessly to manage these projects. 
 
Meanwhile the mission of our church must move 
forward and we are on mission this summer.  Please 
be in prayer for VBS, and if you have any time to help, 
please let Stephanie Caldwell know as soon as 
possible.  Pray also for the camps and the mission 
trips. 
 
Please also be in prayer for the staff.  With all this 
going on in addition to camps and vacations, the staff 
will be spread a little thin for the summer.   
 
Scripture promise, “The one who calls you is faithful, 
and he will do it.” 
 
Stay cool my friends! 
Pastor Phillip 

Young at 

Heart  
Tuesday, June 25 

6:00 pm  

Fellowship Center  

featuring  

“The 

Tailgaters” 

Tickets: $8 includes BBQ meal 

Tickets will be available in the Adult Sunday School 

Departments and the Church Office 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Our Church Staff 
 
Minister........................................... Every Member 

Senior Pastor ........................................................  

Associate Pastor ............................. Phillip Gerrald 

Minister to Students.................................Clint Ellis 

Interim Minister of Music .................. Kevin Pollock 

Interim Director of Children’s Ministries .................  

 ................................................ Stephanie Caldwell 

 

Support Staff 
 

Office Manager/Bookkeeper .............. Tracy Collier 

Administrative Assistant ..................... Angie Black 

Administrative Assistant ............... Chrissy Watford 

Substitute Pianist ........................... Sophie Pollock 

Facilities Manager ............................. Larry Jowers 

Kitchen Manager ................................ Lana Wright 

Daycare/Kindergarten Director ..............................  

 ................................................. Mary Stuart Hardy 

 
 

 

Church Office Telephone .................803-432-7635 

Church Prayer Line ..........................803-432-5031 

Fax...................................................803-432-6264 

Childcare Telephone ........................803-432-9069 

Church Website .................. firstbaptistcamden.org 

 
First Baptist Link 
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Managing Editor ............................... ..Angie Black  

Weekly Budget Goal ..... $36,458.00 
 

April 28, 2019 
Tithes ............................ $27,473.98 
 

May 5, 2019 
Tithes ............................ $36,370.49 
 

May 12, 2019 
Tithes ............................ $39,719.23 
 
 
Year to Date Budget Goals  
as of May 12, 2019...... $692,702.00 
 
Year to Date Budget Receipts  
as of May 12, 2019...... $609,295.91 

 
 
 
 
 

Designated Funds  
(

Annie Armstrong .............. $1,650.00 
Building Fund ........................ $80.00 
Impact ................................. $225.00 
Lottie Moon ........................... $20.00 
Mother’s Day Offering ...... $1,304.00 
RAs ..................................... $100.00 
Sacks of Love ..................... $100.00 
Youth ................................... $100.00 
WMU ................................... $200.00 
Total ................................. $3,779.00 

 
Our Sunday School Attendance  

April 28 .... Members:529, Guests:17 
 ......................................... Total: 546 
May 5 ........ Members:482, Guests:4 
 .......................................... Total:486 
May 12 ...... Members:491, Guests:9 
 .......................................... Total:500 
 

JUNE WEEKLY EVENTS 
Sunday     
  8:30 AM Early Morning Worship 
  9:45 AM Sunday School          
 11:00 AM Morning Worship 
 5:00 PM Under 30 Bible Study Class 
 Monday 
 10:30 AM Silvertones Practice 
Tuesday 
 10:30 AM FBC Staff Meeting 
 10:45 AM Prayer Time in Prayer   
  Room  
Wednesday 
 10:00 AM Ladies Bible Club Mtg  
 4:45 PM Family Night Supper 
 5:00 PM  Urban Stars 
 5:30 PM Acteens 
 6:00 PM Prayer Meeting 
 6:00 PM Orchestra Practice 
 6:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice 
 Saturday 
 6:30 AM Men’s Accountability  

 
EVENTS 

*June 3-7 
   Look-up Lodge Acteens 
Tuesday, June 4 
 5:30 PM Church Council 
 6:30 PM Buildings & Grounds Mtg 
*June 8–10 
  RAs (Camp McCall) 
Sunday, June 9 
 3:45 PM WMU Leadership Mtg  
 5:00 PM Constitution and By-Laws  
  Mtg. 
*June 10-14 
 9:00 AM Vacation Bible School 
 
Tuesday, June 11 
 6:00 PM Finance Committee Mtg 

 
Wednesday, June 12 
 6:00 PM Kindergarten/Childcare   
  Committee Mtg 
Thursday, June 13 
 6:30 PM Personnel Committee Mtg 
Sunday, June 16 

Happy Father’s Day! 
*June 18–29 
  Portland Mission Trip 
Tuesday, June 18 
 7:00 PM Deacons’ Mtg 
*June 21–22, June 24–28 
  GAs (Camp LaVida) 
Sunday, June 23 
 7:30 AM Brotherhood Breakfast 
*June 25–29 
  CentriKid Camp 
Tuesday, June 25 
 6:00 PM Young at Heart 
 
*All day or multiple day events 

 

OUR GIVING and ATTENDANCE 

EVENTS  THE FBC PEOPLE 

Christian Love and Sympathy     
is expressed to 

...the family of Edward Gill in death 

of his mother, Lucy Hopkins Gill on 

May 7. 

...the family of Carolyn Harvey, who 

passed away on May 14.  

...Stephanie Colvin in the death of 

her son, Stephen Ryan Campbell, 

on May 25; to his grandparents Billy 

& Renee Colvin, and his great 

grandmother, Grace Edmonds. 

...the family of Dorothy Johnson in 

the death of her twin brother. 

 

Thank You Note Received From 
Sandy Kelly WOMEN ON MISSION JUNE MEETINGS 

Women on Mission has a place for you to be 

radically involved in sharing Christ’s love 

with our community and our world.  
Sunday, June 2 
 Fiber Fanatics – 4:00 pm West Building    
 Room W202 
Saturday, June 15 
  All Women on Mission Groups Joint    
  Meeting, 10:00 am at Pinedale     
  Residential Center 
Tuesday, June 18 
  Willow Lane – 4:15 pm departs from  
  East Building  parking lot 


