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Advent is the time of year when I start humming Handel’s
Messiah. I especially love the movement For unto us a Child is
born. With a most jubilant dotted rhythm, the choir sings the
titles for the Messiah:

Wonderful Counselor
Mighty God

Everlasting Father
Prince of Peace

The strings accompany with a shimmering coloratura. It is glorious!
I was fortunate to accompany Handel’s Messiah with the Bel Canto
Choir years ago. I remember feeling such a strong faith connection
during that movement. We proclaimed to the world, “Emmanual!
God with us!”

Handel’s Messiah would be greatly diminished without
the Old Testament Prophet Isaiah. Isaiah tells of a child being
born who would be named: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. This child would uphold his
kingdom with justice and righteousness and would reign with
eternal peace. Some speculate that this child to be born was

(Continued on page 2)

“And he shall be named…”
ISAIAH 9:6b

by Pastor Carolyn Sellers Rizzo
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Hezekiah, who became a prominent and righteous king of Judah (c. 715 and 686 BCE).
He enacted sweeping religious reforms, returned the nation of Judah to the worship
of God (Yahweh), and ushered in a new day of God’s kingdom.

Centuries later, the evangelist Matthew used Isaiah’s prophecy to announce the
birth of another child… the Messiah. Keep in mind, ALL the kings of Israel and Judah
were given the title of Messiah, meaning “God’s Anointed” or “Chosen One.” It was
common practice for New Testament authors like Matthew to borrow allusions and
quotations from the Old Testament prophets. Matthew proclaimed that this new Messiah
to be born would be the total fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy.

The Messiah born was Jesus who fulfilled the messianic titles:

Wonderful Counselor—filled with the Wisdom of God

Mighty God—Son of God and Son of Man

Everlasting Father—loving parent whose rule was established
with grace and peace forevermore

Prince of Peace—peace was the way of God’s kingdom

God’s identity is established throughout the entire Bible, but Isaiah’s prophecy —
and Matthew’s ingenious method of borrowing from Isaiah — reveal the very identity of
God made known in the person of Jesus. How can we not sing about this? How can we
not share this? How can we not feel the Holy Spirit move us? This is good news for all
the people of the world. God’s identity is known thanks to the prophets, evangelists,
musicians and poets, and, most profoundly, in Jesus!

6 For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7 Of the greatness of his government and peace
there will be no end.

ISAIAH 9:6-7a

(Continued from page 1)
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We make a big deal about
the birth of  a baby. There’s
such joy; words are hard to
find. Hardly anything is known
about that little newborn when
she first enters the world. We
study her and contemplate who
she looks like most. We wonder
how her personality and identity
will develop. Who is she? Who
will she become? We wonder.

On Sunday, January 12th, we
will observe the Baptism of
Our Lord in worship. In those
days people journeyed out to
the wilderness in droves to be baptized by
John the Baptist. One day Jesus arrived to be
baptized too. Jesus didn’t have to be baptized
for the forgiveness of  sin. He was baptized to
fulfill what was prophesied by Isaiah. Jesus’
baptism also marked the beginning of  his public
ministry. From that point on, Baptism has
been a ritual of  blessing and affirmation. God
names and blesses us to be his people of  love,
forgiveness, and mercy in the world every day.

“In baptism we are reborn children of God,”
the baptismal rite states. If  we are joyful over
the birth of  a newborn, then how much more
so when a newborn baby — or person of  any
age — is reborn a child of  God in baptism?
Baptism is the rite of  rebirth when we are
named and blessed in the name of  the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Nothing can erase that.
Our identity is affirmed by God in Christ and
we are empowered through the Holy Spirit to
live fully into our identity with God’s blessing.

Our baptismal rebirth propels
us daily to live into our blessed
identity. We are children of  God!

“[We are] made members of
the church, the body of Christ,”
the baptismal rite continues.
Through Baptism we belong to
the church, the body of  Christ!
Like any family, we won’t always
see eye to eye, but our baptismal
identity means that we are
people rooted in Christ’s love,
forgiveness, and servanthood to
each other. Going it alone is

not a part of  Baptism. In Christ we become
an essential community for each other and
God’s mission.

“Living with Christ and in the communion
of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedi-
ence to the will of God,” the rite states. Many
Christians focus on growing individual faith,
loving their family and friends, and trying to be
obedient to God. But that’s an obscured version
of  baptismal life. First, we are living — currently
— with Christ and in the communion of  saints.
This is the starting point. Because we are living
with Christ and in the communion of  saints
through baptism, we therefore grow in faith,
love, and obedience to the will of  God. This is
only possible when we are rooted in Christ
with all the baptized. We are at our best
when we learn how to grow in faith, love, and
obedience in community with each other. That
is our baptismal identity.

Baptism and Identity

“…by water and the Holy
Spirit we are reborn
children of God and made
members of the church,
the body of Christ. Living
with Christ and in the
communion of saints, we
grow in faith, love, and
obedience to the will of
God.”

ELW baptismal liturgy, pg 227
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 preferred pronoun nametags

Naming Identity
by LGBT Welcoming Committee

Kingo is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation
committed to being a safe and welcoming community.
We strive to affirm God’s love and grace for all individuals,
especially LGBTQIA+ individuals who have often experienced
exclusion or isolation in Christian community. To borrow
words from Lutheran theologian and LGBTQIA+ ally
David R. Weiss, “God (and His love) is beyond our words
and surely beyond our genders.” God has claimed all of us
in love and it is for us to be the voice and spirit of that love.

How do we live into God’s mission of inclusion?
Encountering one another in community, in conversation,
and in vulnerability. Walking in the Pride Parade, an
intentional banner ministry, and even Name Tag Sundays
are ways that Kingo actively listens and speaks in truth to
the dignity and belonging of each child of God.

We’ve recently updated our Name Tag Sunday
practice with a simple, practical change that creates an
atmosphere of welcome for gender non-conforming persons.
Using pre-printed pronoun name tags, members and
guests are invited to indicate preferred pronouns, if they
wish to do so. Worshipers who don’t experience this type
of mis-assumption can, if they wish, also indicate their
preferred pronouns, as part of creating a welcoming
environment. In this way, the purpose of Name Tag Sunday
— to know and call each other by name — will be more
inclusive for those for who may experience incorrect
assumptions about preferred pronouns.

We’re also encouraging Kingo members to extend the
spirit of Name Tag Sunday to include spoken conversation,
with a goal of making everyone — those speaking and
those spoken to — comfortable and at ease. It takes time
and intention to change ingrained patterns. If you find you
have incorrectly used a pronoun, don’t worry; just correct
it in this same spirit of recognizing and knowing each other.

With these steps we can continue to create a greater
welcome and support for our siblings in Christ, recognizing
the person that she/they/he was created to be.
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Baptismal
in Community

Several years ago Kingo adopted a Welcoming Statement. That’s
a bold statement to make and one that will always be a challenge.
Recently we’ve asked members and guests to share their preferred
pronouns on name tags. You may wonder why this is important.
Consider the following example:

A long-time church member grumbled that adding preferred
pronouns on his nametag was just another trendy thing the
young generation expected him to do. The pastor responded
that the young generation had little to do with this new
practice at their church. A new member recently joined the
church and shared that they were intersex, meaning born
with male and female organs. The individual (they) didn’t
identify as either male or female. For years they felt out of
place and shame for not fitting in. The new member identified
with the pronoun “they” because that was who they were
created to be. God blessed them when they were baptized.

On November 17, 2019, the Kingo worshiping community gathered for a Transgender
Day of  Remembrance service. The liturgy reminded us that all baptized people have been
named, blessed by God, loved by God, and belong to God. We are each uniquely different in
so many ways, yet God binds us into one people.

Our liturgy reminded us that we do not always live well so
closely bound to one another. For centuries the church has marginalized
the LGBTQIA+ community. Yet, more and more congregations are
confessing our sin against LGBTQIA+ people. Mercifully, God forgives
us and sets us on a new path.

Kingo is learning to affirm all people, especially those we (the
church) have sinned against by exclusion. Honestly, we’re always learning.
In Christ we are expected to forgive as much as we are forgiven, bless
as we are blessed, love as we are loved, and affirm as we are affirmed.
This sounds a lot like the practice of  genuine welcome.

Names matter to God and therefore pronouns should  matter to us. The Kingo community
is rising to this new challenge of  welcome for the sake of  every person created in the image of
God and blessed through Baptism. We are all people of  God— he, she, they… everyone.
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Mission: Kingo Lutheran Church
is a community centered in the
Good News of Jesus Christ and led
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