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VIGILANT HOPE
AND ADVOCACY
by Pastor Carolyn Sellers Rizzo

Just days after our national
day of independence, Kingo
members, friends, pastors, and
community members gathered
outside Kingo’s front steps for
a prayer vigil in remembrance
of the migrant children who
died in U.S. immigration
detention centers. Each name
was read aloud as luminaries
were lit, shining forth the
remembrance of their lives.
They were all beautiful children
of God. We cannot know the
dreams they dreamed or the
scars they bore, but we remain
vigilant in hope and advocacy
that all who seek asylum will
be welcomed.

As the sun set and those
attending the vigil returned
home, the luminaries were left
to shine through the night.
And shine they did. They were
still shining in the new day’s
morning sun. What a great
beacon of hope!

(Continued on page 2)

THE ONE THING by Parish Administrator Danette Braun

“Do you know the most important aspect of congregational life?”
This is the question that Sara Villareal Bishop asked in her July 15,
2019, blog post entitled Living in a Church Bubble. An ELCA pastor,
Villareal Bishop has been looking for a church-home for eight months.
She’s not new to this journey. As the spouse of a diplomat, her family
has lived in nine different countries outside of the U.S. What she’s
discovered is that the most important aspect of congregational life is…
having a congregation at all.

Sounds easy, and yet we forget how uncomfortable it feels to be
in a new space where nearly everything feels unfamiliar, even when
you know the secret handshake and the insider language.

“I’m looking for a church that embodies hospitality… This isn’t just
about [sharing with those who are in] need like the poor, the hungry,
those needing clothes. Some of us desperately need a community or
want to be fed at the Lord’s Table,” writes Villareal Bishop before
asking another key question, “If a congregation leaves visitors a little
lost, a little lonely, they will keep seeking. If a visitor doesn’t stay, how
can they be fed?”

It all comes down to one thing:  hospitality. Hospitality is a spiritual
gift that ranks pretty high at Kingo. Of the 49 members who’ve completed
a Spiritual Gifts Inventory, 19 have the spiritual gift of hospitality.

(Continued on page 2)



www.Kingo.org 2

AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2019

the

“The light shines through the darkness
and the darkness did not overcome

[understand] it.”
John 1:5

On Wednesday, August 7th, hundreds of
ELCA members, pastors, bishops, friends,
and visitors met outside the USCIS/ICE
office in Milwaukee for prayers, song,
testimony, and scripture with the continued
charge for humane treatment of migrants
and refugees.

What is happening in our country is not
in correlation with the good news of Jesus
Christ. Rooted in faith, Jesus gives us the
charge to welcome individuals seeking refuge
from persecution, oppression, and threat of
death. We will continue to share opportunities
to live out our faith through hope-filled vigil
and advocacy so that all people might be
welcomed and free.

The darkness will not overcome the light.

(Continued from page 1)

VIGILANT
HOPE AND ADVOCACY

Vigil for Immigrants and Refugees July 7, 2019

See more photos on Kingo’s Facebook page or click here.

Overall, hospitality has the fourth highest aggregate score for the congregation,
closely following giving, serving, and mercy(empathy). However, before we pat
ourselves on our collective back, let’s think about how we do (or don’t?) live
into a lifestyle of hospitality.

Take Sunday mornings, for instance. Every person who serves before,
during, and/or after worship services is part of Kingo’s hospitality lifestyle.
Is Kingo a place where every person who feels a sense of belonging in the
community can and does serve in some capacity on Sunday mornings? If you
have a sense of belonging in this place, do you embody hospitality by serving
God’s church? Everyone has the ability to serve and be part of God’s hospitality
to guests in some way—greeters, ushers, communion preparers, readers,
communion servers, those who set and clear the table, refreshment hosts,
assisting ministers. Pastor Carolyn will lead a server renewal training in September.
Whether you’ve been serving on Sunday mornings for years or you’re ready to
start now (in other words—all of us!), we hope to see you there.

Faithful Innovation is another way that Kingo is working to embody hospitality
as a lifestyle ever day and in every place. Kingo is one of seven congregations
in the Greater Milwaukee Synod taking part in Faithful Innovation. Each
congregation is conducting simple experiments to help us connect with
neighbors in our community. See the box to the right to learn more about
what Faithful Innovation is and is not. We hope you will accept invitations to
participate in the Faithful Innovation experiments (see page 5 for an example).

(Continued from page 1)

Faithful Innovation
IS NOT:
 It isn’t a program to get more

members.
 It isn’t about getting people

to give more money.
 It isn’t about changing people

to be like us.

IS:
 It is about meeting actual

people in our neighborhood.
 It is about discovering that

God is already active in our
neighborhood...
even without us!

 It is about changing us so
we want to be with others
(this part is huge!).
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“In the same way, faith by itself,
if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” James 2:17

Faith is active in the ELCA. Kingo Lutheran Church joins
with hundreds of congregations on God’s Work Our Hands
Sunday, September 8th, as we celebrate who we are as the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — one church, freed
in Christ to serve and love our neighbor.

Following worship on September 8th, everyone is encouraged
to care for the community by helping pick up trash along Capitol
Drive west of the Milwaukee River. It’s our hope to beautify
the street for residents and neighbors and be visibly present.
We will also deliver small plates of treats to local businesses.

One person questioned why we would hand out treats to
community businesses, as though they care about the church.
Pastor Carolyn replied, “Because it can’t hurt to say thank you
for being a part of the community.” We so easily take for
granted the businesses around us. The more we engage with
the community, the more opportunity to make connections
and strengthen our community. Jesus restored communities
and encouraged people to be grateful for each other whenever
and wherever. God’s Work Our Hands is just one Sunday
where we get to say thank you to our community.

September 8, 2019
10 AM Worship • 11 AM Community Service

A dedicated day of service in our community.

Support the community on God’s Work Our Hands Sunday:
 Pray for the community
 Invite someone to worship with you on September 8th

 Bake cookies and/or other treats
 Clean up Capitol Drive

SOUNDS OF SUMMER
Bam. Rumble. Thud. Scrunch.
Thwack. Crash. Clank. Wham.

Ahhh… the sounds of capital
improvements are music to the
ear. Stop by and see the progress
we’re making!

Exterior Painting
completed April 2019
by William Lahl Painting

& Decorating

Sanctuary Lighting
Task Force assessing
options.

West Stairs / Railing /
Sign
Stairs & railing began
mid-August by
Cornerstone Restoration
and  Badger Railing.
Task Force working to
develop new exterior sign.

(Continued on page 5)
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Baptism Anniversaries
September 8, 2019 •  10 am

Join us in worship September 8th as
we offer baptism anniversary
blessings for members who were
baptized in the months of
September and October.

September
Kerry Ammann
Mary Behrendt
Bruce Brown
Jacqueline Davit
Ellen Greever
Christopher Kindschi
Sara Kruschke Bishop
Lynn Mahony
Lillian Neilson
Karen Otto
Anne Simon

October
Robert Bresee
Jean Einerson
Lynn Jack
Richard Jacoby
Nathan Karl
Joy Neilson
Margaret Schoewe
Carolyn Sellers Rizzo
James Simon
Dennis Walker
Lois Wolf

SUMMER BOOK DISCUSSION

WEDNESDAYS IN AUGUST
5-6 PM  | Hubbard Park Beer Garden

(at Kingo if it’s raining)

ALL ARE WELCOME!!

Kingo members and friends are diving into the late Rachel HeldEvans’ book Inspired.Her thoughts have led us to consider the barriersthat often keep us from reading the Bible. After all, one can use theBible to justify nearly anything; misogyny, polygamy, genocide, fratricide,war, global destruction, slavery, and more. Yet, we often ind people alot like us in the Bible… people who are not perfect yet receive mercy.People with a unique story. People waiting to hear God.Rachel contends that scripture inspires lively conversation witheach other and new hearing. In our weekly discussions, we’ve beencaptivated by themidrash	method of biblical interpretation. Midrashis a Jewish method of interpreting scripture that encourages us to illin the gaps of the biblical story. Rabbis wrote Midrash to help resolvebiblical contradictions and fill in missing pieces of the stories. It’sfascinating that Christians most often use scripture to defend a position.Meanwhile, our Jewish brothers and sisters often use scriptureto engage	in	community	wondering	about what God might be doing.

by Rachel Held Evans

GATHERED, FED, SENT
Kingo is an intentional congregation.
Whether planning worship or engag-
ing in ministry, we are purposeful in
what we do and how we do it, with
a keen awareness of why. Even our communications are planned with
intention. A couple of years ago, we looked at every communication from
the Church and asked, “What’s the purpose? Why communicate in this
way?” Our evaluation of communications brought us to the Pattern for
Worship in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Suddenly the answer was
right in front of us — “to be joined by the same gifts of grace for the sake
of the same mission of the gospel, into the life of the one triune God.”
Since then, Kingo’s communications have been developed with the
intention of calling us into being the people of God and living lives of
worship, with each communication connected to the Pattern of Worship.

GATHERING
- Weekly E-News
- Upper Lounge
- Website
- Social Media
The Holy Spirit calls us together
as the people of God.*

WORD AND MEAL
- Newsletter
- Social Media
God speaks to us through
scripture, preaching, and song.
God then feeds us with
the presence of Christ.*

SENDING
- Sunday announcements
- Sharing Our Blessings
- Banner ministry
God sends us in mission
to the world.*

*ELW,  pp. 91-93
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Pastor Visits

(Continued on page 3)

Gable Repairs
West and south gables completed
August 2019 by Brillo Home
Improvements. Additional materials
required for cross on east gable.
Expected completion September 2019.

west
gable
before

after

Kingo’s Faithful Innovation Team members
discovered this view of Kingo from the Oak Leaf
Bike Trail. Last month the Team spent three
hours on the trail—one hour each visit on three
different days and times. On average 140+
bikers, runners, and walkers passed by this
view each hour. Makes you wonder:

What might God be up to?

!



KINGOLUTHERANCHURCH

1225 E. OLIVESTREET

SHOREWOOD, WI  53211

address label

(fold here)

Church Council 2018-2019
Aleta Chossek, President
Tim Schoewe, President-Elect
Karina Ward, Secretary
Members-at-Large:

Steve Jacobi Jackie Davit
Jaime Jacoby Jeanne Larsen

Church Staff
Pastor Carolyn Sellers Rizzo
Jonathon Gideon, Minister of Music
Maria Koester, Organist
Danette Braun, Parish Administrator
Jim Hooten, Maintenance Technician

Kingo Lutheran Church
1225 E. Olive Street

Shorewood, WI  53211

Mission: Kingo Lutheran Church
is a community centered in the
Good News of Jesus Christ and led
by the Spirit to walk joyfully with
our diverse world in living out
God's life-giving inclusive love.

Sunday Worship 10 AM
Office Hours 9 -2, M-Th | 9-noon, F
Phone 414.964.2620
Email kingo@kingo.org
Website kingo.org

Committee / Ministry Contact
Altar Guild Jeanne Larsen
Book Club Dennis Larsen
Capital Fund Appeal Walt Chossek
Ending Hunger Walt Chossek
Mt. Meru Coffee Kathy Hoth
Gracious Spaces vacant
Kingo Garden Mary Lou Zuege
LGBT Welcoming Sara Kruschke Bishop
Little Free Library Mary Behrendt
Luther Manor Aux. Viki Olsen
Prayer Chain Ellen Greever
Quilting Evelyn Burdick
Sanctuary Arts Pr. Carolyn Sellers-Rizzo
Stewardship365 Pr. Carolyn Sellers-Rizzo
Ushers Dan Martinson
Worship Planning Pr. Carolyn Sellers-RizzoPa
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Free Cello Recital
Vivaldi - Bach - Brahms - Mendelssohn

Saturday, September 14th at 2 PM
Kingo Lutheran Church - 1225 E. Olive, Shorewood

free-will donations to be split with the church renovation fund

Steve Strommen – Cello
Maggie Rebers – Piano


