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KINGO LUTHERAN CHURCH
Welcoming Statement
At Kingo Lutheran Church, we believe that God loves and forgives us unconditionally. This gift of grace inspires us to share God's love with others.
We strive to welcome and support all individuals regardless of race, sex,
socioeconomic class, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, physical and mental ability, or political affiliation. Our faith in the
Holy Spirit guides us in our acceptance and mutual respect of all people. We
recognize that some people continue to encounter less than full acceptance
in Christian churches. However, no matter who you are or where you are
on life’s journey, you are welcomed by the Kingo community.
Approved June 2015

Mission Statement
Kingo Lutheran Church is a community centered in the Good News of
Jesus Christ and led by the Spirit to walk joyfully with our diverse world in
living out God’s life-giving inclusive love.
By the grace of God,
we live out this mission statement through the following principles:
Guiding Principles
1. We actively listen for and trust in Jesus’ Spirit to guide our lives and ministry.
2. We foster a growing, God-inspired inclusive faith community that works to
welcome, understand, celebrate, and advocate for one another.
3. We equip disciples of all ages through Word and Sacrament ministry, prayer,
study, community life, service, and faith conversations to live lives of worship.
4. We follow daily the servant example of Christ in our communities, by walking
with the poor in body or spirit and by caring for creation.
5. We engage and partner with our neighborhood, the Milwaukee metro area,
the global community, and the wider Church in living out God’s love in Jesus.
Approved December 2012
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Kingo Lutheran Church is a community centered in the Good News of Jesus Christ
and led by the Spirit to walk joyfully with our diverse world
in living out God’s life-giving inclusive love.
1subject to change

3

“Peter got down out of the boat, walked
on the water and came toward Jesus.
30
But when he saw the wind, he was afraid
and, beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Lord,
save me!’ 31Immediately Jesus reached
out his hand and caught him. ‘You of little
faith,’ he said, ‘why did you doubt?’ ”

Even More Strongly

Matthew 14:29-31

Dear Kingo members and friends,
We have had our share of significant decisions this
year, yet we’re still God’s church! We have navigated
the troubled waters of budgetary shortages, established
a capital fund appeal, witnessed changing membership,
and have also come to the conclusion that Kingo’s
budget can no longer support the Director of Cross+
Generational Ministry. This has been a most sobering
decision. Carolyn Karl has helped us grow as a faith
community through fully recognizing God’s gifts
expressed in every generation. Personally, I cannot
put into words how much Carolyn has positively
affected me. She has been one of the most spiritual
and devoted staff members—and friends—I have
ever had the pleasure of working with. Kingo is not
the same church it was when she began working
here five years ago; she leaves us equipped with
tools and inspiration to continually grow.
Yes! We are still the church… even more strongly!
I give thanks to God for you. We have prayed,
worshipped, and participated in God’s mission and
fellowship this past year. The Sheepheaders group
sheared itself to form a second group for women.
The Mentoring Mission welcomed a few new
students, mentor, and Kingo chefs. Lenten midweek
worship included more worshippers and visitors.
Tacos and Talent hosted a variety of talents, fellowship,
laughter, and fun. Kingo said thank you to outgoing
communion bread baker, Karen Merklein, and
welcomed Char Sellers Rizzo, Anna and Becca
Herbert-Morrison, and Christy Barden. We also
thanked Dick Merklein for his many, many years as
serving as an usher. Thank you, everyone, for being
church together!
Following Jesus should always move us to ask
difficult questions and take risks that lead to life rooted
in the good news for all people. Our proposed budget
for 2019-2020 has had to be cut by nearly $40,000
compared to the past year. But, let’s remember that
Kingo members and friends have often responded
with extreme generosity for the sake of the gospel!
Thank you. Kingo members also pledged over
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$190,000 over three years to pay for much-needed building repairs
and improvements. We are church together…
even more strongly in the face of challenge and change.
Please help me thank the Council members for their incredible
devotion to God’s mission, Kingo members and friends, partnership
congregations, Greater Milwaukee Synod, and Kingo staff:
Mary Lou Zuege (President, outgoing), Aleta Chossek (President
Elect), Steve Jacobi (Secretary), Lou Ann Madsen (At-Large, outgoing ),
Jeanne Larsen (At-Large), Erik Schubert (At-Large, outgoing), and
Jackie Davit (At-Large). They have gone over and beyond the usual
anticipated council responsibilities. Every Council member led cottage
meetings where they listened intently to congregation members
express concerns and hopes for Kingo’s evolving mission. Kingo is
blessed to have a caring Council! I would be remiss if I didn’t thank
Steve Strommen for his diligent oversight of Kingo’s budget. He keeps
all of us very aware of our financial blessings and challenges.
We are all church together...even more strongly!
Lastly, Char and I are grateful for your prayers and support. The
wedding gifts of flowers and landscaping are now taking root in our
yard and also spiritually in our hearts. Thank you. I am certain that
Kingo will have a share of joys and challenges in the year to come,
but I am more certain that Jesus will stretch out his hand and pull us
through. Why doubt? We are still church together…
even more strongly.
Faith!

Rev. Carolyn Sellers Rizzo

Yo u ’ v e C o m e A L o n g Way
FIVE YEARS AGO, Kingo went all in on two ideas that are still important to the

congregation today – cross+generational ministry and Holy Currencies/Cycle of
Blessings1. As part of the congregation’s commitment to these two lenses,
Kingo welcomed me as Director of Cross+Generational Ministry. I have
learned a lot from this congregation since then and as my last day with Kingo
draws near, I am reflecting on how these two lenses have changed me and
changed Kingo.

Cross+Generational Ministry
2013-2019

The congregation anticipated that hiring a Director of Cross+Generational
Ministry would result in growth (i.e., the Pied Piper effect). The traditional model
of church would have defined growth by the numbers — more people coming in
the doors = growth. This is the model that Gen Xers and Older generations are
familiar with. But society has changed and the Universal Church (that is, all
Christian churches in whatever form) are re-learning what it means to be
Church in this new era, which is still being defined.
By the numbers, Kingo looks to be about the same. We’ve welcomed new
members, and we’ve said goodbye to others, having a minimal net effect. Yet
Kingo has experienced growth—not by our definition but by the Holy Spirit’s.
The real growth has been in the depth of our faith and how we express and live
into that faith each day through worship, faith formation, and relationships within
the congregation and in the broader community. God’s blessings have been
and will continue to flow through Kingo, recirculating to create more blessings.
We have grown through these changes together. Now you are ready to take
the lead on your own. You have been preparing for this since I started at Kingo.
By continuing to be intentional in your questions and creative in your responses,
Kingo will continue to share the grace and love of Jesus Christ with people and
in places that desperately need it!

1
Holy Currencies: 6 Blessings for

Sustainable, Missional Ministries by
Eric H. F. Law, © 2013, a book that teaches how ministry can become sustainable
and thrive through the flow of six currencies: Time & Place, Gracious Leadership,
Relationship, Truth, Wellness, & Money.

Thank you to Kingo’s leadership — Pastor Carolyn and the Congregation Council
— who have led with honesty, grace, kindness, and faithfulness through difficult
decisions and into a transitional phase. I am thankful for the amazing congregation staff, who have made me better in everything I do — both professionally
and personally. I am grateful to the members for our time together, and for your
willingness to trust me as a leader and welcome me as friend. I will miss being a
part of this innovative, intentional congregation, but I will continue to be thankful
for your leadership in the community and the synod.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!
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“fear not, for I am with you; be
not dismayed, for I am your God;
I will strengthen you, I will help you,
I will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.”

A l w ay s o n t h e Wa y

Isaiah 41:10

We fret, and the steady hand of our Lord
prevails. We tremble and fear, worry and
wonder, and are always led back to Hope.
Kingo has been on a journey, developing
an outreach focus to the community, and
growing in our individual vision and
abilities to reach out. Some greatly, some
just a nudge, but changing nonetheless.
We are going against the grain in a world
that places value on goals attained. when
doing God’s work is a life-long journey
with no end in sight. In God’s world, we
are always on the way, and the way is
always changing.
And, that change both motivates and
scares us.
Over the past year, the Council has
wrestled with those changes, not just
because they involved fiscal challenges
but because they were altering our very
ministries.
We had to accept that the modest amount
we were setting aside for maintaining our
building and grounds was not keeping
pace with the rate of wear. A Capital
Appeal was developed to remedy some
of these concerns, members responded
generously, designs have been drawn and
implementation is under way. Hard work,
but it will have an end.
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It has been more difficult to accept that a windfall resource has
been depleted and that regular giving can no longer sustain the
position of our cross-generational minister. Carolyn Karl has
been a gift to faith development at Kingo. She has helped to
launch us into new ways of doing and seeing ministry, but losing
her guidance means we have to pick up those reins. That’s a bit
scary, because that work has no end.
The path ahead is not always clear. At times it may feel like
we’re “walking on water,” but the Good News is that we don’t
have to. Jesus has already done that! We just have to have
faith that a way is prepared for us, and listen for directions.
In hope and gratitude,

Council President 2018-2019

T HE S TORY C ONTINUES ...
Faith is something that is planted and grown at home and lived together in community.
No matter a person’s age or experience, we all have the Story of God in common
and Kingo lives into God’s story through a cross+generational lens.
The following pages include reflections from Kingo Council members
who were asked to respond to prompts of
“I saw God in/through/around Kingo when…”,
“Throughout the past year, I noticed…”,
and “In the coming year, I wonder…”.

I N W ORSHIP

We are always in process. We are all changing and have different life
experiences. For all to be heard, listened to, and respected is important
— that’s how we hear God’s story.
At-Large Member1
I’ve experienced God’s presence in worship. On Sunday mornings,
I like to help by serving as an usher, communion assistant, and counter.
Engaging in these tasks keeps me open to hearing God’s word in worship
and gives me a chance to be with others. My serving the congregation
makes space for others to engage by taking the tasks out of the way so
others can step into worship and not worry.
Secretary
It’s important to take time and examine your own faith. I found the reading
from The Wolf Shall Dwell with the Lamb: A Spirituality for Leadership in a
Multicultural Community (© 1993, Eric F.H. Law; April-November 2018 Council book
study) to be very insightful.
At-Large Member2

THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION IS JESUS CHRIST.

God’s church is constant in the people, even as the institutions change.1
There is joy in being the body of Christ.2

where all ages experience
and contribute to worshipping
God together
 Cross+Talk
 God’s Peace Box
 Pray Ground
 Advent/Lenten Midweek
Prayer

I N D AILY L IFE
acknowledging the Spiritual gifts
of all ages and lifting up leadership
in every age.
 Faithification emails and
Sunday morning learning
 Faith5 sharing
 Prayer Partners
 Studies & Discussions

A ND T HROUGH







Serving in Worship
Worship Planning
Choir
Altar Guild
Sanctuary Arts
God of the Old Testament
Video Series
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I N C OMMUNICATIONS
intentionally sharing and listening to one
another and how our stories intersect
with God’s story
 Cross+Talk
 God’s Peace Box
 Faithification
 The Call newsletter

I N R ELATIONSHIPS
spending time together and finding that God
continues to write God’s story through us
 Sunday refreshments after worship,
hosted by Kingo ministries and groups
 Tacos & Talent
 Prayer Partners
 Holden Village 2018 summer trip
 The Kingo Celebration: Honoring the
Past and Building the Future

A ND T HROUGH







Prayer Chain
LGBT Welcoming
Stewardship365
Gracious Spaces
Book Club
Sheepsheaders

ALL WHO HUNGER, GATHER GLADLY
Kingo is a church
— not just a building —
in which people hear welcome,
not judgment.1

I so enjoyed The Kingo Celebration (Capital Fund Appeal kick
off) and Tacos & Talent! It’s so wonderful to meet with one
another, gather to have fellowship, and share talents.
At-Large Member1
Throughout the past year, I noticed diverse opinions shared
in the cottage meetings, new babies and baptisms, some new
faces and people moving. I saw God when people displayed
their talents at Tacos & Talent — good food, artwork, singing,
music, storytelling, and ventriloquism. I see God as we are
facing budget challenges but working through them as well as
is possible, maintaining respect and developing relationships.
At-Large Member
Understanding our spiritual gifts allows us to trust that God is
working on and in us, which gives us energy to take on
change and new ideas. We don’t have to stay in our usual
ministries. We can try new things. I’ve seen God in the
relationships that develop between Hephatha students and
mentors that’s not always been present in the past. Kingo
provides a place of welcome to the kids.
At-Large Member
I was at a cottage meeting where feedback was received from
a member. The suggestion was heard by the Council members,
who listened respectfully.
At-Large Member
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I N E XPERIENCES

I saw God in, through, and around Kingo when we worked together on
the Kingo gardens and the yard clean-up. In the coming year, I wonder
what problems and needs in our community and world we can discuss
and take action on.
At-Large Member
We’re asked to love one another.
At-Large Member
Kingo has been reaching out in so many ways. Walking in the parades,
being present at talks at Shorewood High School, and just being
good neighbors with picking up garbage and handing out cookies. I’ve
participated in community walks, Shorewood Connects yard clean-up
breakfast, and getting to know neighbors. I bring my neighbor to church.
We need more of that. We are founded on welcoming people in the
way Jesus taught us.
At-Large Member
Council meetings begin with Bible or book study. It’s a reminder at the
beginning of the meeting that we come together to serve God.

At-Large Member

growing in faith through purposeful
participation in and with the broader
community
 Shorewood 4th of July Parade,
 Can You Hear Us Now Unity
Rally at Shorewood H.S.
 Milwaukee Pride Parade
 Vigil for Betty Rendón at the
Kenosha Detention Center

I N S ERVING
participating in God’s work through
our hands and feet
 Shorewood Connects Spring
Clean Up community breakfast
 Just One More Ministry meal
packing
 Meeting space for REDgen,
nonprofit advocating for youth
mental health and wellness

A ND T HROUGH






Banner message ministry
Quilting Ministry
Ending Hunger Task Force
Mt Meru Coffee Project
Kingo Gardens

FRIENDS OF LUTHER MANOR

Last year (2018) the Friends raised
$21,027 from membership donations
and net proceeds from Love Lights.
These gifts made possible new signage
on campus and provided partial funding
for a new medical van. For 2019, the
focus is dedicating $9,245 more to
support the medical van with the balance
going to the renovation of the Faith
and Education Center on campus. This
worship area needs to improve the
sound and in-house TV systems, have
more wheelchair friendly flooring, and
better seating for congregants. From
Kingo, 48 of us joined Friends.
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
MATERIALS
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Respectful Communication Guidelines

R=

take RESPONSIBILITY for what you say
and feel without blaming others

E=

use EMPATHETIC listening

S=

be SENSITIVE to differences in
communication styles

P=

PONDER what you hear and feel before
you speak

E=

EXAMINE your own assumptions and
perceptions

C=

keep CONFIDENTIALITY

T=

TRUST ambiguity because we are not here to
debate who is right or wrong

(from Holy Currencies: 6 Blessings for Sustainable Missional Ministries by Eric H.F. Law, © 2013)
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Kingo Lutheran Church
Congregational Meeting
January 27, 2019
President Mary Lou Zuege called the meeting to order at 11:54 am. Pastor Carolyn Sellers
Rizzo opened the meeting with “Opening of an Annual Meeting.” A quorum was present.
The Respectful Communications Guidelines were recited and all present agreed to abide
by them.
Tim Schoewe made a motion to accept the minutes from the June 24, 2018, Congregational
meeting and Anthony Windau seconded the motion. The minutes were approved.
Mary Lou presented four people to be approved for the Nominating Committee. They are
Jaime Jacoby, Karina Ward, Margaret Schoewe and Dennis Larsen. Melissa McCorkle made a
motion to approve these people for the Nominating Committee and Tim Schoewe seconded
the motion. Motion passed.
Mary Lou presented two people to be Synod Assembly delegates. They are Randy Hoth and
Nathan Karl. Kathy Jeans Glaser made a motion to approve these people as Synod Assembly
delegates and Melissa McCorkle seconded the motion. Motion passed.
Pastor Carolyn mentioned that Council and members of the congregation have been talking
about where Kingo has been within the past 3-5 years, where it is now, and where the
congregation plans to be in 3-5 years. Kingo spent several months of prayer and much focus in
launching the Capital Fund Appeal and Annual Appeal. She thanked the Council and staff for
their hard work.
President Mary Lou Zuege talked about the Council retreat that took place a couple weeks
earlier. She said that the Council looked at the 2015 MET report and talked about where we
are in relation to the report. She also mentioned that we are a different congregation than we
were when the report was written. Kingo’s annual operating budget has been running behind
the five-year planned deficit budget. The congregation will need to make adjustments and
decisions based on that financial reality.
President-Elect Aleta Chossek said members of the Council will be talking to church members
to find out how Kingo should move forward in mission and goals, especially related to staffing.
Parish Administrator Danette Braun presented the membership report for 2018. Paul Braun
made a motion to accept the report and Tim Schoewe seconded the motion. Motion passed.
Walt Chossek gave a financial update. He said that we were very close to meeting the goals of
Kingo’s five-year plan.
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Tim Schoewe of the Capital Fund Appeal Task Force said we received $195,000 in pledges for
the five capital improvement projects that we need to address. This is short of the $350,000
goal. Tim explained that we needed a loan since the pledged money would probably not come
in before we would have to pay the contractors.
Tim made a motion that Kingo pursue a Mission Investment Fund loan to fund the capital
improvement projects, not to exceed $195,000. Paul Braun seconded the motion.
There was concern the economy might take a down turn and we would not be able to make
payments on the loan. Tim acknowledged that risk and said the congregation would have to
take a leap of faith to make this project happen. The motion passed.
Troy Jacoby of the Gracious Spaces Committee talked about the capital improvement projects.
He said the three projects we would like to start in the next six months are sanctuary lighting
($20,000), Exterior painting and window repairs ($3,200), and gable repairs ($21,800).
Troy made a motion to have Kingo spend no more than $55,000 in the next six months on the
following projects: Gable repairs (not to exceed $25,000), Sanctuary lighting improvements (not
to exceed $26,500) and Exterior window trim painting (not to exceed $3,500). Tim Schoewe
seconded the motion. Motion passed.
The lighting engineer that created the lighting design donated her services.
Aleta Chossek thanked Pastor Carolyn for all her work with the capital improvement projects.
Walt Chossek made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Tim Schoewe seconded the motion.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:53pm.
Submitted by
Steve Jacobi, Council Secretary
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Kingo Lutheran Church
Special Congregational Meeting
April 28, 2019
President Elect Aleta Chossek called the meeting to order at 11:25 am. Pastor Carolyn Sellers
Rizzo opened the meeting with a prayer. A quorum was present.
Aleta read the Respectful Communications Guidelines and all present agreed to abide by them.
Members of the Council summarized information received in the cottage meetings.
Aleta reviewed Kingo’s current financial situation. Despite very generous contributions from
Kingo members, income for most of the fiscal year has been below where it needs to be.
Renanta Laukandt’s gift has been used to financially supplement the cross+generational director
staff position, but the gift is nearly spent down, ahead of the five-year plan. We need to cut
expenses immediately. The Council agreed to suspend church support payments to Hephatha
Lutheran Church, All Peoples Church, Lutheran Campus Ministry, and the Greater Milwaukee
Synod for the next 3 months. It is noted that Kingo members and Council will revisit this at the
June 23rd Annual Meeting.
Capital Project Update
The exterior window sill painting has been completed. The bids for the gable repairs expired,
so the Gracious Spaces team obtained a revised bid. Anna Herbert-Morrison of Gracious
Spaces said they would like to go with the bid of $33,363 from Brillo Home Improvements. This
bid includes adding a cross similar to the one on the west gable to the south gable.
Anna also talked about the West exterior steps. The new plan is to keep the main concrete
slab just outside the front doors of the church and remove and rebuild all other concrete. This
design would also include a two-tier Versa-Lok retaining wall, plantings and removal of the sign
tower. Cornerstone Restoration gave us a bid for $45,000 to do this. This bid does not include
replacing the railings, getting the necessary permits or replacing the sign.
Tim Schoewe made a motion to temporarily suspend the church bylaws that require a twoweek notice of a congregational meeting so that we could take action on the capital projects.
Walt Chossek seconded the motion. The motion passed.
Tim Schoewe made a motion to accept the proposal from Brillo Home Improvements dated
April 19, 2019, to replace gable siding on all four faces of the building at a cost not to exceed
$35,000, and also to authorize the appropriate Kingo officers to execute this project. Ellen
Greever seconded the motion. The motion passed.
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Tim Schoewe made a motion to accept the proposals from Cornerstone Restoration dated
March 27, 2019 and April 23, 2019 to remove and repair concrete stairs at the Wilson Street
entrance, install a 2-tier Versa-Lok retaining wall with plantings, and remove the masonry
column at the front sign at a cost not to exceed $50,000, and also to authorize the appropriate
Kingo officers to execute this project. Walt Chossek seconded the motion. The motion passed.
Aleta said Kingo needs to subtract $30,000 to $40,000 of expenses for next year’s budget.
Aleta shared that Council recommended to eliminate the position of Director of
Cross+Generational Ministry since moneys have run out that were earmarked to fund that
position. Carolyn Karl has been discussing this possibility with Council members and she agrees
this is the best course of action for Kingo. Carolyn’s last day will be June 30 th and we will have a
farewell celebration that day. The Council will send a letter out to the congregation regarding
this meeting this week.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:35 pm.
Submitted by Steve Jacobi, Secretary
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Kingo Lutheran Church
2019-2020 Budget Notes
Until recently, Kingo has been operating with a five-year financial plan that anticipated steady growth
in regular giving. We had embarked on a program of inter-generational and community engagement
and spiritual growth with the help of an additional staff member. Funding initially came from an ELCA
grant and then from bequests and memorials. The plan was for growth in regular giving to replace that
funding over the five year period. While the plan started well with a couple years of growth, the most
recent year has not seen growth in Kingo’s total regular giving and it gradually became clear that the
budget needed revision to reflect that reality.
Three significant changes have been made in the proposed budget.


First, one staff position has been eliminated. This was a hard but necessary move and has been
discussed elsewhere.



Funding for future capital projects has been removed from the budget altogether. It is seldom
clear in advance when such projects, such as the need to replace a broken furnace, will arise.
Our recent successful fundraising effort for building renovations that are currently needed
suggests that separate fundraising for future such projects be undertaken as they arise. That
is what is anticipated in the new budget.



Funding for “Support Ministries” including the synod and our partner congregations Hephatha
and All People’s has been reduced, but not eliminated. This reflects Kingo’s philosophy that
such giving to others is a priority. We choose to support our partners even when it means
bigger cuts elsewhere in the budget as noted above.

Looking forward, the budget anticipates that regular giving next year will be at the same level as has
been given in the current year. We chose not to anticipate that it would decline, even though we know
that some members gave more than their pledge and we know of one family that is leaving. The
anticipated level of giving reflects our faith and confidence in the continuation of Kingo’s mission.
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Capital Fund Appeal Update
The Capital Appeal Task Force was established/authorized at the June 24, 2018, Congregational Meeting.
Task Force Statement of Purpose: Kingo’s building supports its worship life, its presence in the
community, and provides a base for believers to gather and serve. This currency of place, our building,
is in need of renovations and long-term maintenance projects which exceed the scope of the operating
budget. The purpose of the Capital Fund Appeal Task Force is to inform the congregation of the needs
and design and implement a process for raising the finances needed to move forward with the most
significant projects.
The Task Force was requested to:
1) Review the recommendations and estimates of Gracious Spaces and the Renovation Task
force and in consultation with the Planning Council set an appeal goal.
2) Suggest possible ministries that the tithe could be directed to and engage the congregation
in choosing that ministry.
3) Design a process for raising the money including written and social media materials,
presentations to the congregation and direct appeals.
4) Coordinate with Stewardship365 Team and the appeal for pledges to the operating budget.
5) Implement the fundraising and issue a progress report to the January semi-annual meeting.
Members appointed: Walt Chossek, Melissa Steinhaus, Anna Sprague, Tim Schoewe, Randy Hoth
Timeline and Summary of Actions:
July 2018 – Reviewed the Statement of Purpose and discussed how to move forward.
August 2018 – Established working relationship with Stewardship365 Team agreeing on the need for
communication with the Congregation and agreed to a combined operating and capital appeal kick-off
celebration event on November 4, 2019. Preliminary Goal of $350,000 over three to five years
discussed. Approved using 1 Corinthians 3:8-10 as our guiding and inspirational Bible passage.
September 2018 – Continued work on communications to Congregation, tenants, and previous members. Refined the project costs and set the appeal goal of $350,000 over three years.
October 2018 – finalized letter to Congregation, tri-fold for appeal and projects descriptions, and
liturgy for November 4th Kingo Celebration “Honoring the Past and Building the Future” to introduce
the Appeal. Set December 16, 2018, as Consecration Sunday.
November 2018 – Celebration and informational opportunities on November 11th and 18th including
Gracious Spaces a walk around and through the Building highlighting Project needs.
Recommended to Planning Council that the Congregation apply for a “construction loan” from the
ELCA Mission Investment Fund (MIF).
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Capital Project Update
The following capital projects have been identified by the Gracious Spaces team and Kingo Council:
 Exterior window sill painting and repair
 Exterior gable repair/replacement
 Exterior West step renovation and repair with new sign
 New sanctuary and narthex flooring
 Improved sanctuary lighting
To date the exterior window sill painting and repair has been completed. The windows were in bad
condition, especially the South and West side of the building. Total cost - $3,700.
The South, West, and East gables are in need of being replaced. Painting them will not suffice any
longer as the majority of the original siding has bowed and cracked under years of weather. Brillo
Home Improvements has been awarded the contract to replace gables, not to exceed $35,000.
Work is scheduled to begin July 2019.
Kingo’s exterior West cement steps and railings are in terrible condition. Many cement steps have
fractured, causing railings to fail completely. Originally this job, with a new sign, was estimated at
$180,000. After adjustments to the plan and additional bids, the cost has been reduced. Cornerstone
Restoration has been awarded the contract to remove and replace all steps and install two new
terraced retaining walls with plantings/mulch adding green space, visual appeal, and easier winter
maintenance. The contract is not to exceed $50,000. Badger Railing has been awarded the contract to
install all new railings at the cost of $4,905. The Village of Shorewood Planning and Design Committee
will review the plan on June 20, 2019.
Kingo’s new exterior sign has not yet been designed but a committee of Kingo members has just been
formed. This aspect of the project most likely will be completed in the spring or summer of 2020.*
The sanctuary lighting update is in the planning stage. Mary Pelican, lighting designer, is working on a
plan to improve the lighting above the pews, cove lighting, narthex lighting, as well as a plan to install
additional lights that will light up the front of the sanctuary space from the front pews to the steps.
The goal is to have better overall lighting throughout the sanctuary that will create a more welcoming
atmosphere. The project is not to exceed $25,000. Mary Pelican is graciously donating her time
and expertise.
The cost for the exterior painting, West steps/railings, and sanctuary lighting is not to
exceed $118,605.
As far as anyone can tell, the carpeting and tile in the sanctuary are original. The asbestos tiles and
carpeting are wearing out, as is the flooring in the narthex, child/parent room and south stairs leading
from the narthex. The sanctuary carpeting committee researched and presented two new flooring
options throughout these areas. The congregation had mixed responses. The Gracious Spaces
Committee recommends reviewing the options upon the installation of the sanctuary lighting. The
two options ranged from $51,669 - $53,927.*
*The cost for the new sign and flooring is NOT yet figured into the total capital project cost.
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Gracious Spaces Committee
Thanks be to God for blessing the Kingo community in care for this building and grounds so that
mission can be lived out here on the corner of 1225 East Olive Street and into the world! Many thanks
to the Gracious Spaces team for their deliberate work: Troy Jacoby, Anna Herbert-Morrison, Paul
Braun, Dave Drews, and Jim Hooten.


Bob Wardinski retired as Kingo’s Maintenance Technician at the end of May 2018.



Kingo welcomed Jim Hooten into that position in September 2018.



As Troy was not able to serve permanently on the team, Dave Drews joined in May 2019.

Routine building systems checks and scheduled maintenance appointments keep Kingo’s property
operating efficiently. Danette and Jim oversee these areas. While the congregation might be unaware
of all the behind-the-scenes work that takes place, we certainly feel the benefits of a building that is
well cared for. Thanks also to John Mahony who helps with computer and sound technology.
The downstairs hallway and several small rooms have been cleaned out (still in process), painted, and
new hallway lights have been installed. Jim made a new parament banner hanging system that eases
storage and accessibility. He also replaced a sump pump and sink, installed a water barrel, and helped
install new LED lights in the two hanging light fixtures in the Tanzania room.
Many thanks to Kingo members and friends who care for the building and property. Jesus reminds us
that this building is not our building to be used for our own good. Many other people and organizations
use this property for the greater good. This building, and our care for it, is an expression of our faith,
that all are welcome.
In Service of Christ,
Pastor Carolyn Sellers Rizzo
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Nominations
2019-2020 Council

During the winter Congregational meeting, a Nominating Committee was
approved to develop a slate of candidates for the 2019-2020 Council.
Nominating Committee
Mary Lou Zuege, Chair
Pastor Carolyn Sellers
Jaime Jacoby
Dennis Larsen
Margaret Schoewe
Karina Ward

The Nominating Committee met
once in person and had multiple
communications via email and
phone following the initial meeting.

The Nominating Committee
recommends that the following
candidates be elected for terms
on the next Council:
President Elect
Tim Schoewe

to serve as President for 2020-2021 Fiscal Year

Secretary
Karina Ward

in first term, expires 6-30-2021

At-Large Member #3
Jaime Jacoby
in first term, expires 6-30-21

Continuing on Council:
President
Aleta Chossek
in first term, expires 6-30-2020

At-Large Member #2
Jackie Davit

At-Large Member #1
Steve Jacobi
in second term, expires 6-30-2021

At-Large Member #4
Jeanne Larsen

in second term, expiring 6-30-2020

in second term, expiring 6-30-2020
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