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Meeting God  
ōȅ tŀǎǘƻǊ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ {ŜƭƭŜǊǎ 

é on the Road 

I put on my clergy collar and reported to the Milwaukee 

County Courthouse for jury duty. Iôve learned from my 

colleagues that a clergyôs collar is to a lawyer what garlic 

is to a vampire. As if on cue, I was dismissed from serving 

on a trial. 

Before I was dismissed, however, I had a few interesting 

conversations with other jurors. A self-professed Lutheran 

man shared that he was happy the church finally allowed 

women to be pastors. A woman asked me what the ELCA 

stood for. She had a hard time getting past the word evan-

gelical; she assumed I was ña conservative,ò a loaded 

word for her. I spoke about music with a young man who 

studied guitar. He hadnôt ever been inside a church but he 

felt connected to God through music. It was a delightful 

conversation. 

Only one conversation mentioned God directly and 

that came from the young man who had never been to 

church. God connected with him through music. Could this 

be a more common experience? While the church claims 

to help people connect with God, it seems we have room 

to grow in connecting outside of the church building. 

"Were not our hearts burning within us while He talked 

with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" (Road 

to Emmaus, Luke 24:32) It was on the road when these disci-

ples experienced the risen Lord. A connection was made, 

hope prevailed, and faith was ignited. Jesus often met 

people on the road, and often they werenôt religious. 

The in-breaking Kingdom of God emerges through many 

people. What would our congregation become if we practiced 

sharing our experiences of encountering God ñon the roadò? 

é in Peace 

Weôll have the opportunity to do just 

that in worship this summer when Godôs 

Storybox returns during Cross+Talk. 

Sharing experiences of God ñon the 

roadò sounds too abstract for some. Weôll 

focus on something a bit more tangible by 

considering the question,  ñWhere did you 

have an opportunity to share Godôs 

peace?ò Was it with a neighbor or at your 

job? Were you at the doctorôs office, or 

maybe at the grocery store? Who initiated 

the peace? What did it look like? What 

do you sense God was up to? 

When I returned home from jury duty, 

I realized that God met me on the road. 

Most of the conversations I had that day 

were deflating. Yet that hadnôt stopped 

God from breaking in. These conversa-

tions revealed that the church needs to 

be courageous in faith as well as practice 

by actively sharing Godôs peace in daily 

encounters. May our hearts burn when 

we encounter God and may God give us 

the courage to share peace with each 

other every day. 
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GATHERING OF THE WATERS  
ōȅ !ƳŀƴŘŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴΣ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊƛŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴ 

tƘƻǘƻΥ  нлмс DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊǎτaƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ wƛǾŜǊΣ !Φ /ƘǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴ 

Icvjgt"vjg"Ycvgtu< 

 ̔Notice the physical    

waters that you are   

near this summer. 

 ̔Wonder how the Spirit is 

active in these places. 

 ̔Collect a small bottle    

of the water. 

 ̔Take a cute photo! 

 ̔Bring bottles of water    

to Kingo by Sept. 16
th
.  
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B EYOND S UNDAY  M ORNING    
ōȅ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ YŀǊƭΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ /ǊƻǎǎҌDŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴŀƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
 
Spring is finally here ï at least this week the sunny warm weather 

matches the season. For me, spring is a time of renewal and excite-

ment as I shed the winter layers and anticipate more time outside in 

Godôs creation. It is a time of exploring the outdoors with new eyes, 

noticing and rediscovering the beauty that has been hidden under the 

snow and gloomy days of winter. My new discoveries make we wonder 

about endless possibilities. 

Iôve been noticing that the congregationôs commitment to and 

participation in cross+generational ministry is growing. It is exciting to 

see the congregation embrace cross+generational ministry by genuinely 

reaching out to welcome and walk alongside all ages. From a group 

going to Holden Village in Washington this summer, to a group of 

enthusiastic Faithifcation1 participants who regularly gather to share 

their thoughts and perspectives about faith together. Different gen-

erations are learning from each other, asking questions of each other, 

and getting to know each other beyond the ñhelloò of Sunday mornings. 

This spring, Iôve also noticed that Kingo has a growing number of 

young children age 5 or under whose families regularly bring them to 

worship and to learning and experiential opportunities through Kingo.  

I wonder what it would look like to have a summer Play and Pray 

time to allow all ages to practice noticing God in everyday items like 

water and dirt. It would be experiential, like tending the garden while 

talking about creation, playing in the water while learning about 

baptism, creating artwork to share, and é.  

I wonder how the congregation will continue living into this ancient 

way of being church together.  

1 cross+generational faith formation through gamification learning 
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