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“DOUBT  
is the precursor to fear.” 

 

 

Alex Honnold 

First to climb El Capitan, Yosemite  
solo, without equipment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“the one who doubts is like  
a wave of the sea that is driven and  

tossed by the wind.” 
 

James 1:6b 

 

 

 

 

 

“Have mercy 
on those who doubt.” 

 

Jude 22 
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Preface  
 
Believers don’t always believe. Doubt creeps in - especially when circumstances 
turn difficult, when pain or loss come to visit. What can be done when the object of 
our faith seems distant or absent. How do we banish doubt and rebuild belief? 
 
When Jesus no longer walked the paths of the Jordan River Valley, many seized 
the opportunity to interpret and publish a story of his life. But, which ones would 
be reliable? Luke addresses this question in the first verses of his own account ... 
 

 “Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the 
 things that have been accomplished among us, just as those 
 who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the 
 word have delivered them to us, it seemed good to me also, having 
 followed all things closely for some time past, to write  an orderly 
 account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may have 
 certainty concerning the things you have been taught.”  Luke 1:1-4  
 

Luke was a traveling partner with the apostle Paul. He experienced the sort of diffi-
culty, pain, and loss that can stir up fear and doubt. He had received the gospel 
from eyewitnesses, but knew that these witnesses would not be alive much longer. 
If the truth about Jesus was to be preserved and passed to future generations, an 
accurate, trustworthy account would be needed. Troubling times and spiritual war-
fare work to wear believers down, generating doubts about the faith.  It happened 
in Luke’s day and it happens in ours. So, Luke wrote to counteract the erosion of 
doubt—“That you may have certainty ...” That there may be no doubt. 
 
That phrase captures the purpose of Luke’s gospel. It creates a powerful motiva-
tion for us to read and reflect on his gospel. Because, honestly, we doubt. We face 
troubling times. We wrestle in spiritual skirmishes. We suffer pain and loss. Then, 
fear gains a foothold and faith is shaken.  We cry out to Jesus  - 
 

 “I believe; help my unbelief!”  Mark 9:24 
 

When certainty begins to slip through our fingers, we need reassurance. We need  
a trustworthy witness who can restore our confidence in the unshakeable words 
and work of Jesus. Luke is that witness. His gospel can dispel our doubts. 
 
In early 2020, I served as Interim Pastor for a small church that had been through 
several devastating losses. In the midst of healing from those wounds, came the 
coronavirus pandemic! The congregation reeled further with the loss of in-person 
gatherings. In those first days of quarantine, it occurred to me that we were twenty 
four days out from Resurrection Sunday. I had already planned my Easter morning 
sermon to come from the gospel of Luke - the 24th chapter. I decided to write  
a reflection per day on each chapter of Luke and send it to the congregation every 
evening. We drew on the orderly, accurate account of Luke to renew our certainty 
in the face of hard times. Our certainty grew day by day until our Easter celebra-
tion of the Risen Lord! The twenty-four reflections compiled in these pages are the 
encouragements I sent to my congregation. 
 
My prayer today is that you will read the gospel of Luke one chapter at a time, that 
my reflections will spur reflections of your own, that your faith may be fortified. 
Read. Reflect. And believe with certainty the “good news of great joy for all peo-
ple.” God loves us. To the uttermost. In Jesus Christ.  No doubt about it. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

““Believe!” is the word  
which speaks life into a man,  

but doubt nails down his coffin.” 
 

 Charles Spurgeon 
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Luke 1 : "The Sunrise from On High" 

 
Luke begins his biography of Jesus with a meaty first chapter - 80 verses long - and 
introduces us to a powerful cast of characters. There's Luke's target audience with 
the intriguing name ... Theophilus, or "lover of God." Is Luke writing to an actual 
person, one noble Christian, or is this his cryptic way of saying his account is dedi-
cated to all lovers of God? The former may have been Luke's intention, but the lat-
ter the Holy Spirit's. 
 
Luke presents us with a righteous priest, Zechariah and his blameless but barren 
wife, Elizabeth. We get a glimpse of the angel Gabriel, the Lord's appointed messen-
ger. Mary comes onto the scene here, the one who would deliver the very Son of God 
into the world. But the first baby born in this gospel is the prophet and forerunner, 
John - a miracle baby in his own right, born to the aged Zechariah and Elizabeth. 
 
There is much to absorb in chapter 1, but the phrase that jumps off the page for me 
is right there between verses 76 and 79. Luke is recording the Spirit-led song of 
Zechariah, a foretelling of the function and reason for his son John's ministry. John 
would prophecy and prepare the way for the Son of the Most High, Jesus. He would 
preach of salvation and the forgiveness of sin. Then Zechariah tells us why ... 
 

"because of the tender mercy of God, whereby 

the sunrise from on high shall visit us, to give light 

to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death ..." 
 

 

What a gorgeous image! What a beautiful event! The sunrise from on high shall vis-
it us because of the tender mercy of God. 
 
To live in sin is to clamor in the dark; it's a lost and stumbling existence. Death and 
destruction cast long shadows over us when we live apart from the Lord. But there 
is a way that shadows are lifted; there is a way that darkness is dispelled. Our mortal 
predicament activates the tender mercy of God! Yes, God, who with his brute force 
forged a universe, the One with authority to command angels and bind the tongues 
of priests. God, with the strength to bring life from barren and virgin wombs, is also 
a God of tenderness and mercy. 
 
God sees the sin condition that threatens to undo us and is moved with compassion. 
The soul apart from the Savior dwells in darkness, but then ... the sunrise from 
heaven comes to visit. Do you remember that breakthrough moment in your life? 
 
I was seventeen. And how fitting - it was night and I lay restless in my bed in the 
dark. Then, seized by the truth of the gospel, something bright and beautiful began 
to rise in my spirit. The room remained dark, but my soul flooded with light. Tears 
came as I experienced the tenderness and mercy of God. There was salvation and 
forgiveness for me, just as John had foretold. 
 
Has that merciful sunrise visited you as well? John and Jesus were miraculously 
born; have you been miraculously re-born? Have you come out of the shadows into  
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his glorious light? Has the darkness of your spiritual doubt been vanquished in his 
glorious light? Then, praise him today! Declare his greatness; worship him! Pray 
with thanksgiving for the tender heart of God that set you in the way of peace. 
 
 
And think of those who are facing a current crisis from a place of spiritual darkness. 
Can you bring someone good news to eclipse the bad? Can you engage someone to-
day with tender mercy and help chase their doubt away? Now is a great time for 
God’s people to shine. So … 
 
 

Be generous with the truth, like Luke. 

Be known as a God lover, ' Theophilus.’ 

Be swift in your divine assignment, like Gabriel. 

Imitate the righteousness of Zechariah and Elizabeth. 

Communicate like John, that salvation and forgiveness are here. 

Be a reflection of "the sunrise from on high." 

 
As Jesus has said, 

 
"YOU are the light of the world!" 

 
Matthew 5:14 
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Luke 2 : "O, To Be Like Mary" 

 
For over 50 years, the opening verses of Luke, chapter 2 have had a shining moment 
in the spot-lighted soliloquy of Linus Van Pelt. Famously, his recitation ends with, 
"and that's what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown." I have to admit, that's one 
of my most fervent prayer moments of the year. A bit unusual, I know. But, millions 
tune in to that annual Christmas classic. So, when Linus hits the stage, my pleading 
begins. "Your Word is sharper than any two-edged sword, Lord. Drive your good 
news home to millions in this moment. Your Word does not return void; accom-
plish your redeeming work through your Scriptures spoken this night!" Eternity 
will reveal how many souls were drawn to Jesus by that simple, animated sermon. 
 
I have another unusual admission to make. Have you ever been chatting with 
friends when someone in the group tosses out the question, "If you could live life 
again as any other person in history, who would it be?" I have. And my answer is --
Mary. Yes, Luke chapter 2 Mary; mother of Jesus, Mary. I regard her life to be 
magnetic and full of mystery, compelling and complex. Mary was present at the an-
nunciation and conception of Jesus, a witness to his years of ministry, an attendant 
at his crucifixion, and a participant in resurrection joy and Pentecost power! No one 
else's life so envelopes and engages the life of Christ as her's did. She is in it soul-
deep from beginning to end. O, what it must have been like to be Mary! 
 
In this second chapter of Luke, I see four actions of Mary that are instructive for a 
walk of confident faith … 
 

Mary labored, Mary pondered, 
 

Mary practiced, and Mary treasured. 
 
Mary Labored. 
 
Literally. To bring the Christ child into the world in the place prophesied, in Bethle-
hem, Mary had to make a jarring, arduous journey in the ninth month of her preg-
nancy. Then, in conditions unsuitable for the birth of a child, strained and groaned 
and pushed through the pain of delivery. Mary labored in her faith, labored in her 
devotion to her calling. 
 
Three times in the apostle Paul's writings, he urges all Christians to "walk in a man-
ner worthy of your calling." [Eph. 4:1; Col. 1:10; 1 Thess. 2:12] We could easily 
substitute the word "labor" for the word "walk." Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote that the 
calling to follow Jesus is a calling to "come and die." There is work, there is labor, 
there is dying to self and taking up one's cross in following Jesus. O, may we all be 
like Mary, who pressed on in devoted faith though "a sword would pierce her own 
soul also." Luke 2:35 
 
Mary Pondered. 
 
I love the modern Christmas song, "Mary Did You Know?" I tear up every time I 
hear the lyric, "when you kiss your little baby, you kiss the face of God." Mary had a  
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lot to ponder. She was partaking in marvelous mysteries. And the same is true 
for us! But, be aware. We can become so familiar with our theology and practice that 
we miss the mystery. In a strange season of pandemic shelter-in-place, God may 
have given us extra time to sit alone in his presence, in his arms, to reacquaint our-
selves with the wildness and wonder of our faith. Like the old hymn says, "Ponder 
anew, what the Almighty can do, if by his love he befriend thee." May I urge you to 
join Mary in a fresh season of pondering beside your friend -- Almighty God! 
 
Mary Practiced. 
 
Mary's faith was an Old Testament faith. We see in this chapter that she honored 
the Mosaic Law when bringing Jesus into the temple for purification, dedication, 
and sacrificial offering. We see from her offering of two pigeons that her family was 
poor. Nevertheless, her faith was rich. Mary also made the annual pilgrimage to Je-
rusalem for the Passover. Her commitment to practice her faith was strong. Because 
our faith is a New Testament faith, grounded in grace instead of law, it is easy to 
drift away from formal practices of devotion. True, the formalities can become idols, 
substitutes for authentic faith, but when properly practiced they are effective means 
for sustaining depth and intimacy with Christ and his body. May we imitate Mary 
and commit to practicing a whole-hearted and fully-engaged faith. 
 
Mary Labored. 
Mary Pondered. 
Mary Practiced. And ... 
 
Mary Treasured. 
 
I think this last action may be the result of the other three. When we are 'all in' with 
Jesus - body, mind, and spirit - we come to realize just how precious this life with 
Christ is. We can treasure every experience, count everything as joy, because we 
have perceived them through the eyes of faith and received them from the hand of 
God, who is merciful and good. In the end, we will have walked through life with our 
Savior by our side and the Holy Spirit inside, under the gaze of the heavenly Fa-
ther. Now, that's a life worth living! So please, dear ones, treasure who you are. 
Treasure what you know. Treasure your position as a chosen child of God! 
 
Mary certainly did. 
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Luke 3 : "May His Tribe Increase" 

 
Affinity. Identity. It comes with a variety of names, but it is certainly a reality. The 
Tribe. The Clique. It comes in relatively benign forms like sports team fandom or 
that high school "birds of a feather" thing. Remember the Greasers, the Jocks, and 
the Nerds? It also comes in horrific and violent expressions like racism, fascism, 
and genocide. People wanting to identify as a unit, drawn together by a preference 
or a principle, is reasonable enough. But when the principle poisons and the people 
see themselves as superior to others, trouble is crouching at the doorstep. 
 
Luke 3 is full of people groupings. Luke opens the chapter with references to the 
imperial Roman government - the Caesar, the governor, and the local tetrarchs. 
These represent the dominant political and social group of the time. This was the 
group in charge. And you'd better make nice with the Romans or you may find your-
self flogged, imprisoned, or nailed to a pole beside a highway somewhere. 
 
Then, there is the Jewish leadership represented by high priests Annas and Caia-
phas. This Jewish group's identity is a spiritual one, grounded in the ancient acts 
and promises of God. But their identity as divinely chosen people had gone to their 
heads. An attitude of superiority infected their souls and their world became 'bi-
polar' - "There's just us and them, Jews and dogs." The Pharisees belonged to the 
Jewish leadership group, too. They are the "brood of vipers," named by John in 
Luke 3, verse 7. They wore the mantle of spiritual superiority prominently. There 
would soon be a crisis, a war between these two groups, and in the conflict between 
Jewish religionism and Roman control, one 'enemy' of the Pharisees would be inor-
dinately crushed. His name was Jesus. 
 
Luke ends this chapter with the genealogical record of Jesus. Here is another people 
group, bound by bloodline, and traced to the very inception of the human race. It's 
not just a Jewish identity that Jesus inherits; Luke establishes that Jesus identifies 
with ALL of humanity - by God's intention - from the beginning. This Spirit-
endowed, well-pleasing, and beloved Son of God came forth not for one people 
group or another. He came for us all! 
 
Therefore, John cries out in the wilderness to gather a brand new people group, 
a distinct tribe of repentant sinners, yearning for forgiveness, eager to 
follow their coming Messiah. Funny as it sounds, the new people group, ac-
cording to the poetic imagery of Isaiah's prophecy, could be called "The Highway 
Department!" Yes, they are to be the straighteners, the levelers, the hole-fillers, and 
the obstacle removers. Messiah is on his way. The Lord is coming to visit. The salva-
tion of God is moving down the King's highway! So, that highway has got to be right. 
 
In the ancient world, you honored the arrival of a visiting dignitary by sending out a 
team of workers to improve the road leading up to your city. A kind of "rolling out 
the red carpet." (Sometimes my wife and I invite people to the house to motivate 
our dusting and vacuuming.) It’s time to prepare; time to get ready! 
 
So, when Jesus came to be baptized by John and launch his ministry, did he find a 
ready people, aligned with God’s agenda? John, the baptizer was gathering a people 
group like that. John wanted to deliver to Jesus a tribe prepared to cherish and 
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serve the King and the arrival of his Kingdom. This brand-new people group would 
be the forerunners of an entire generation of “Highway Workers.” 
 
But how does one prepare the way of the Lord? In literal, practical terms, what does 
it mean to make paths straight, to fill up valleys, and lower mountains? What are 
the rough places that need to be smoothed? The key is in the phrase, "and ALL 
flesh shall see." 
 
When Martin Luther King, Jr. used that phrase in his "I Have a Dream" speech, he 
made plain what "and all flesh shall see" meant. Whether your flesh is black or 
white or any shade in between, the blessings of God still apply. For Dr. King, the 
mountains to be moved were the mountains of class distinction and racism. For 
King, the valleys to be filled were the craters of hatred and bigotry. King's message 
would have resonated with John the Baptist because John was preaching in the 
same environment! The mountain of Roman superiority and domination needed to 
be brought down. The valley of Jewish hatred for the Gentile "dogs" needed to be 
filled in. The rough road of self-righteousness and religiosity needed to be flattened 
smooth. And the crooked path of every sinful heart needed the straightening of re-
pentance and forgiveness. 
 
We face the same needs today. King Jesus wants to make his way into the "city" 
of every human heart — EVERY human heart, so that "ALL flesh shall see the salva-
tion of God." And so, God is looking for a people-for-all-people. A tribe of Jesus fol-
lowers who show no distinction and make no distinction in their love for all people. 
What a world! What a world this would be if the church were a people-for-all-
people, a tribe of levelers, a pure example of divine unity and love!  
 
Let's make that our goal. It is the identity we have been called to. We are the 
“Holy Land Highway Department.” What rough road can YOU help to make 
smooth? The rough road single mothers or autistic children have to travel? What 
mountains can you help to bring down? The mountain of injustice that minori-
ties have to climb every day? What valleys can you help to fill up? The valley of igno-
rance of the gospel of Jesus Christ? 
 
No one should have to struggle to find the Savior's grace. 
 
It's time to be the tribe that removes all the barriers. 
We are the only tribe that can. 
 
Let's examine ourselves to see if we, in any way, create stumbling blocks for 
those who need Jesus. Is there some attitude, some behavior in me that contradicts 
the gospel? Hypocrisy is a doubt-generator for the unbeliever, a boulder in the way 
of many coming to Christ. We must remove that doubt. People need to see and hear 
Jesus in order to embrace him. Are they seeing and hearing him through me? 
 
One might say of our world, "It's a wilderness out there." But God has his voices. 
He has a beloved Son, and his Kingdom is coming. May his tribe increase and "with 
many exhortations [bring] good news to the people." Luke 3:18 
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Luke 4 : "What's On The Agenda?" 

 
Today, our church had a brief business meeting after our worship service. We dealt 
with three items of importance and these items were identified on an agenda. I sup-
pose if someone were to read through a year's worth of our business agendas, they 
would get a good sense of the real agenda that drives our church. The items exposed 
as important and the decisions made about those priorities would reveal what we 
are actually striving for.  
 
The Bible, because it is the inspired Word of God, pulls back the curtain and accu-
rately reveals the overarching agendas of God and man. What is important to God? 
What is God working toward? How does he act on the basis of those priorities? And 
those same questions can be asked of all the players that appear on the stage of the 
text of Scripture. 
 
Let's take a look at the players in Luke chapter 4 to get a clearer understanding of 
their agendas. As I see them, the players in this chapter are - the Holy Spirit, the 
Devil, the Religious, the Demons, the Hurting, and of course, Jesus. 
 
First, the agenda of the Holy Spirit is to fill, lead, and empower. Perhaps this 
could be summed up in the prophet's word quoted by Jesus and recorded by Luke - 
"anointed." [see verse 18; Isaiah 61:1,2] Jesus left for his desert fast filled with the 
Holy Spirit. He was led by the Spirit through the wilderness to the wildness of con-
fronting Satan, and he returned in the power of that same Holy Spirit. That indi-
cates to me an order for his agenda. When we are born again, we receive the prom-
ised Holy Spirit; we are filled with the Spirit. That Spirit will then lead us through 
all that life presents to us - a wilderness of opportunities, challenges, and tempta-
tions. If we follow the Spirit and act in accordance with the Spirit through each epi-
sode of life, we will grow in our power for living. Power does not come first; follow-
ing, yielding, obeying - these come first. Then comes the Holy Spirit empowerment. 
 
The agenda of the Devil is to distract, deceive, and destroy. Satan tempts Jesus 
three times near the end of his fasting solitude. He attempts to distract him from his 
purpose by amplifying his hunger. The whole point of a fast is to feast on God's 
presence and be satisfied in him. Satan wants Jesus to focus back on his physical 
condition and hunger. But Jesus refused to be distracted. So should we. 
 
Satan lies to Jesus in the second temptation. “To you I will give all this authority 
and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will." This 
is just flat deception. "The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof." Psalm 24:1 
God is sovereign owner of the universe. The Kingdoms of the earth were never 
turned over to the Devil to distribute them at will. Jesus would not be deceived. Nei-
ther should we be. The Devil has nothing of value to offer us. Be sure of that. 
 
The final temptation in the wilderness is for Jesus to throw himself off the pinnacle 
of the temple. This was not the Father's plan for his son, Jesus. If he had yielded to 
this temptation, Jesus would have perished on the pavement. Ultimately, the Devil 
knows he is God's defeated foe. So, he is determined to take as much and as many 
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down with him. Jesus saw through this temptation. He would not yield to destruc-
tion. Neither should we. 
 
The agenda of the Religious is to be charmed but not challenged. The folks who 
frequented the synagogues got to hear Jesus preach. And they were amazed! They 
marveled! They celebrated him and gave him glory ... UNTIL ... until he challenged 
them. Yes, he challenged the true condition of their hearts. "What if I remind you of 
the times when God moved among Gentiles and not among his own people?" 'What 
if I bring up the widow of Zarephath?" "What if I call to mind the Syrian, Naaman?" 
Jesus was challenging them at their us vs. them mentality, their ethnocentricity. 
That's when their marveling turned to murdering. They practically hoisted Jesus off 
the edge of a cliff! We need to be careful we never slide into self-centered religion-
ism. Proverbs 27:6 says, "Faithful are the wounds of a friend." If Jesus' words of-
fend us, the problem isn't with the words. Accept the Lord's rebukes, as well as his 
"well dones." That’s part of his agenda. 
 
The agenda of the Demons is to control those whom they possess. I don't know 
that I have ever been in the presence of a thoroughly demon-possessed person, but 
from the testimony of Scripture, the demons desire to control the person they are 
embedded in. Here is another great advantage of being born again. The Holy Spirit 
comes to abide in the believer. Remember, to fill is on his agenda. When the Spirit 
lives in me and fills me, there is no room for demons to move in. What a blessing to 
read of the Lord’s utter domination of the demons. Their agenda may be to control, 
but clearly the one in control is Jesus 
 
The agenda of the Hurting is to find relief from their suffering. This chapter 
reminds us that the poor and imprisoned, the blind and oppressed are among us. 
They are looking for a way out. There are the spiritually tormented, the feverishly ill, 
and many who suffer from a variety of diseases. Then, there are those who suffer 
with the infirm because they love them. Verse 40 says, "they brought them to Jesus, 
and he laid his hands on every one of them and healed them." There is a way out 
of suffering. There is relief for the heavy burdened and the heavy hearted. But, how 
will they find him? We must go and bring them to Jesus. 
 
Finally, there is the Jesus agenda. I'll leave you with my bullet list and ask you to 
find these agenda items in the story of Jesus, here in Luke 4 and beyond. The Scrip-
tures leave no doubt that these were priorities in the life of Christ. 
 
The agenda of Jesus: 
 
• to affirm the Word of God 

• to fulfill the Father's Plan 

• to summon Sincere Faith 

• to care with Great Compassion, and 

• to herald the arrival of the Kingdom of God. 

 
Does your life agenda look something like this? 
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Luke 5 : "Think Different" 

 
It didn't qualify for bold-headline news, but I remember when the Apple corpora-
tion was criticized by a group of English grammarians for the new tag line they 
came up with. The sloganeers at Apple decided they wanted us to see their logo, or 
hear the Apple name, and think, "Oh yes, that's the company whose products 
are different from everyone else's." So, the new slogan was born - Think Different. 
 
Immediately, the grammarians pounced, correcting Apple's English. Perhaps with 
their noses held high in the air, they announced, "It's ‘think differently,’ not ‘think 
different.’" (It's OK; you don't have to admit that you did the same thing when you 
read the title of this reflection.) In a way, the grammar police made Apple's point. 
We tend to think along the same lines. We see things from our familiar perspective, 
like the critics of Apple's slogan who couldn't read those words in a new way. 
 
The person and work of Jesus call us to think different. If you're going to run with 
Jesus, you've got to think in new ways. Look at the contrasts in Luke 5 that highlight 
the "different" way of the Son of God: 
 
Verses 1-7  The Astonishing Catch of Fish 
 
Thinking As Usual - "we've worked hard all night and haven't caught any-
thing." Plus, we're professional fishermen and we know what we're doing. We must 
respectfully decline your advice to dirty our nets again in the middle of the day. 
 
Thinking Different - "Master ... because you say so, I will let down the 
nets." Having been attentive to his teaching, Peter knew Jesus was no ordinary 
teacher. There was something holy, authoritative, and superlative about this Rabbi. 
He obeyed Jesus in faith and was overwhelmed by the blessing. 
 
Verses 8-11  The Call to Follow 
 
Thinking as Usual - "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!" Because, every-
one knows a distinguished and holy man like Jesus would have nothing to do with 
an ordinary sinner like Peter. Right? 
 
Thinking Different - "Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people." Not 
only did that holy man have something to do with Peter, he had something for Peter 
to do - in partnership with the Holy One! This was a call to discipleship. Jesus want-
ed Peter as one of his own; he accepted sinful Peter, just as he was. 
 
Verses 12-16  The Restricted Report 
 
Thinking As Usual - "the news about [Jesus] spread all the more, so that crowds of 
people came to hear him and to be healed." It isn't every day that your devastating  
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and systemic disease vanishes instantly with a touch and a word. So, you want to tell 
everybody, shout it from the rooftops! And why not? 
 
Thinking Different - “Don’t tell anyone, but go, show yourself to the priests ... as 
a testimony to them.” Often, when Jesus heals, it is for a purpose greater than the 
healing itself. In this case, Jesus specifically heals the leper - not just out of compas-
sion - but as a powerful testimony to the Jewish priesthood. Unfortunately, the hap-
py ex-leper couldn't contain himself. 
 
Verses 17-26  The Special Delivery 
 
Thinking As Usual - "Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and 
tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus ... they could not find a way 
to do this because of the crowd" Usual thinking says, "Oh well, we tried. We really 
tried. We'll come back tomorrow when the crowd may be thinner." 
 
Thinking Different - “they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat 
through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.” Not only 
were they undeterred, determined that their friend must and would get his moment 
with Jesus, but they devised an out-of-the-box plan and executed it to perfection. 
They lowered him down right into front row center!  
 
Verses 27-32  The Tax Table …  
 
Thinking As Usual - "He saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax 
booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him." And we would expect Levi to respond, "Just 
a moment while I count and bag all this money and put today's entries into the ledg-
er." I mean ... of course that's what's going to happen. It's MONEY! 
 
Thinking Different - “Levi got up, left everything and followed him.” Left every-
thing. Left. Everything! That may be the MOST different response of all and the one 
we all most struggle with. In following Jesus, there are some things I should have 
left behind. How about you? 
 
and The Banquet Table 
 
Thinking As Usual - “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sin-
ners?” Yeah. Why? Isn't it a no-brainer? You should want to keep yourself holy and 
unstained by the world. Why sidle up to people with questionable character? 

 
Thinking Different - “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick." As 
the body of Christ, we are a M.A.S.H unit, God’s field hospital, doctors without bor-
ders. Christ healed us for eternity. Our job now - to get others healed, as well. 
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Verses 33-39 The New and the Old 
 
Thinking As Usual - "no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for they say, 
‘The old is better." The old is better. Why? Because it's familiar. Because it tastes 
how we like it. This is what we've been drinking for decades; why would we change? 
 
Thinking Different - “new wine must be poured into new wineskins.” The words, 
the way, the power, and the Kingdom of Jesus are different than any others. There’s 
no doubt about that! If we are going to live in and live out of that new reality, we 
have to learn to think different -- about everything. Praise you Jesus, for your in-
dwelling Holy Spirit, your new wine in my new wineskin. With your help, I will 
surely learn to Think Different. 
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Luke 6 : "The King and His Kingdom" 

 
My brother-in-law is a big New York Mets fan. The extra bedroom in his home is 
the sports room with all kinds of books and photos and memorabilia. The paint col-
ors on the walls are Infield Clay up to about chair rail height, then a Chalk White 
line about two inches thick, and above that Outfield Green to the ceiling. I've never 
asked, but I imagine there are ground rules for this at-home field. Like, don't take 
the autographed baseballs out of their Plexiglas boxes, or no swinging the classic 
Louisville Slugger in the house. 
 
In Luke chapter 6, we find Jesus establishing the ground rules for His house. Jesus 
is Lord, King of the Kingdom of God, and as such has full authority to say how 
things ought to run under his rule. As we saw in Luke 5, the Kingdom of God func-
tions quite differently than any earthly kingdom. This difference even contrasted 
with the sacred system of the Jews of that day, the people we might expect to have 
been most aligned with the in-coming Kingdom. 
 

 
Verses 1-11  Upsetting the Status Quo 
 
The Pharisees in Jesus' day were confident that they ruled over the rules of God's 
Kingdom and were interpreting them properly. But, they were wrong. No one on 
earth rules over the rules of God, but rather are to serve under the rulership of God. 
And only God understands and interprets his rules correctly. When the Pharisees 
took Jesus and his disciples to task about their "rule breaking," Jesus informed 
them that HE is in charge of the rules and their interpretation. Of course, anyone 
can just verbally assert their authority, so Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath in de-
fiance of the Pharisees position. Wow! He truly is the Lord, the King, and he gets to 
set the ground rules. Notice, when the status quo was upset and the ones who 
thought they were in charge were challenged, how their emotions flamed up. The 
text says, they "were furious" and devised a punitive response. That’s another rule 
regarding the in-breaking Kingdom of God. The status quo dies hard! 
 

 
Verses 11-16  Installing New Leadership 
 
A new Kingdom calls for new leadership. The ground rules here are that God choos-
es his Kingdom leaders to fulfill his Kingdom purposes. This is nothing new; we saw 
this at work in the selection of David as King in Israel. The status quo of choosing 
the best physical specimen, or choosing according to genealogical conventions, were 
set aside. The new leader was God's choice for God's purpose, regardless of the sta-
tus quo criteria. Let’s assess our own criteria for identifying and choosing leaders. 
Let's not miss God's leaders because they don't fit our pre-conceived notions. 
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Verses 17-49  The Sermon on the Plain 
 
You remember The Sermon on the Mount? (Matthew 5-7) Much of what Luke rec-
ords here is parallel to Matthew's account, however Luke locates the teaching ses-
sion as happening on "a level place." Jesus must have taught these "ground rules" of 
the Kingdom regularly and in a variety of venues, thus a sermon from a mountain-
side and a sermon in the valley. I like to think of this as a kind of geograph-
ical inclusio - that is, that the way of the Kingdom is to be embraced and practiced 
from the mountains to the valleys and everywhere in between! The Kingdom is ar-
riving, and God's intention is that it extend to every nook and cranny of the planet. 
 
These sermons are Matthew and Luke's summaries of the basic teaching of Jesus on 
the nature of his Kingdom. Let's briefly take a look at some of these "ground rules:" 
 
The movement of the Kingdom is 'Down and then Up;' the movement of the 
world is 'Up and then Down." Jesus says that those who live according to his ways 
may experience poverty, hunger, and weeping - but they will resolve in Kingdom 
riches, satisfaction, and joy. Those who live apart from the King and his Kingdom, 
will dissolve from riches to ruin, from laughter to sorrow. Better to submit now and 
be exalted later. When we die to self; we rise with Christ! 
 
Love is sacrificial, merciful, and kind in the Kingdom; it is not quid pro quo 
(this for that), a mere recompense in kind. "Be nice to me and I'll be nice to you, but 
watch out if you're ever mean to me!" That is NOT Kingdom love. God's love is will-
ing to suffer that another might gain. This is the meaning of "agape" love (a New 
Testament word) and the meaning of "chesed" love (an Old Testament word). If this 
sort of selfless love did not exist, we would all be bound for destruction. Thank you, 
Jesus that you are true LOVE incarnate — kind, merciful, and sacrificial love. 
 
For Kingdom people, the primary function of judgment is self-
judgment; in the world, it is the judgment of others. Criticism, condemnation, 
contempt ... the world is full of self-appointed "quality control officers." Their job is 
judgment. They find and announce the flaws in everything and everyone. It's just so 
satisfying to their ego. But in the Kingdom of God, we use mirrors, not mauls. We 
stop bludgeoning people for the smallest of imperfections. We extend "agape" love 
to them and turn our assessment toward ourselves. The person who most needs to 
change, the person that I should put most of my effort into helping change, is ME. 
 
Time will tell the true kingdom of the heart. Eventually, our citizenship will 
show. It will come out of our mouths in the words we say. It will form on the vines 
and the branches of our lives. We'll produce; we’ll bear fruit, and it will be telling. 
Because what is in the heart cannot be hidden for very long. If the King and the 
Kingdom are in there, they will come forth. And if not, the other gods we worship 
will make themselves known. We may think we can keep the mask in place; we may 
fool a great deal of people, but God knows the ones who belong to him. 
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Practice is the concrete of the Kingdom; knowledge alone is sand with no ce-
ment. Francis Chan shares a funny video about the difference between knowing and 
doing. He talks about his daughter being able to explain in minute detail how to 
clean her room. She expects that her knowledge should satisfy her father who told 
her to "go clean your room." But knowing isn't that father's only desire. Doing is his 
desire. The same is true of our heavenly Father. Jesus' parable of the house built on 
the sand is clear. It’s convicting. Perhaps it's the most important ground rule in the 
Kingdom of God - Ground your faith on the rock of Scriptural practice. Pour your 
foundation with the concrete of Biblical practice. 
 
Hearing and doing the words of Jesus secures his provision for withstanding the 
storms of life. Jesus is not saying, “Do them because I said so.” He’s saying, “Do 
them because I love you!”  
 
Let there be no doubt. Jesus loves you. And his Word is the anchor for your soul. 
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Luke 7: "Looking for Jesus" 
 
In Luke chapter 7, there are five people whose stories can teach us something about 
looking for Jesus. A faith-filled centurion is the first to be observed. 

 
The Centurion - 
 
The primary point of this story is that the centurion’s trust in the power and author-
ity of Jesus were exemplary. Jesus was "amazed." He "marveled" at the centurion's 
faith. It was a truer and deeper faith than any Jesus had found, even among the 
Jews. But a second point can be made regarding the centurion's messengers. In a 
way, they are the heroes of the story. The first set went looking for Jesus to plead 
the centurion's case, and escort Jesus back to his dying servant. They succeeded. 
The second set of messengers were friends of the centurion who delivered the ex-
traordinary confession of faith that astounded Jesus’ heart - "Lord, I am not 
worthy that you should come under my roof; speak but the word and 
my servant shall be healed." Jesus was found and released his healing power 
because these messengers interceded for their friend. That's the first lesson 
about looking; that we must be faithful in looking for Jesus for others. Interces-
sion is a beautiful privilege and a vital ministry. Not just faith, but also great love 
and generosity are active in our intercession. 
 
Let's stop right now and still our minds. Let the name of a person in need come to 
your attention. Offer up thanks and a plea for Jesus to come to the aid of that per-
son in need. Intercession - looking for Jesus for another. 

 
The Widow of Nain - 
 
The second story in this chapter is about a widow who loses her only son. Husband 
and child, gone. What a burden of grief, so crushing, so consuming. But here is the 
beauty of the story. Jesus raises and returns the widow's son into his mother's arms 
- when no one was looking for Jesus at all. The eyes of every mourner were glazed 
over with memories of the past and worries for the future. No one was looking for 
Jesus. But he came anyway! This is the second lesson. When we are blinded by 
the burden of our circumstances, Jesus sees us. When we are not looking for him, 
he is still looking for us. 
 
Praise him now, for his blessed oversight. He is always moving in and through our 
circumstances for our benefit and his glory! Let there be no doubt about that. 
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John the Baptist - 
 
The third story involves the great prophet and forerunner of Jesus. John had gath-
ered a community ready to receive their Messiah. He had led them to repentance 
and faith in the coming Kingdom of God and delivered them to Jesus. How could 
someone so anointed, so faithful, have doubts about Jesus? But he did. "Are you the 
One who is to come, or should we look for another?" It's as if John were saying, 
"I'm feeling the pressure of following you, Jesus. You've stirred fury among the 
Pharisees and unrest among the Romans. This does not bode well, and the out-
comes seem ominous." But here is the third lesson: keep looking to Jesus when 
doubts arise. They will. We are no better than John, for Jesus declared, "of those 
born of women, none is greater than John!" If this great man of faith could enter a 
season of doubt, so can we. And the remedy? Keep looking. Look to Jesus. Look at 
who he is, and what he has said, and done. "Go tell John what you have seen and 
heard," was Jesus' response to John's doubt. 
 
Keep looking to the Lord with an unwavering gaze. "Fix your eyes on Jesus, the au-
thor and finisher of your faith." Hebrews 12:2  Doubts will fade there and confidence 
in Christ will return. 

 
Simon and his Uninvited Guest - 
 
To complete the chapter, Luke tells us the story of the Pharisee's invitation; "Come 
to my house, Jesus, and dine with me." Simon, the Pharisee was looking for Jesus, 
looking for a clue to the truth about this itinerant preacher and miracle worker. But 
Simon's "looking" was colored by his bias. His vision was warped by the Pharisee's 
self-righteous holiness code. This is one of the harder lessons about looking for Je-
sus. The fact is, we ALL have bias. We all have pre-conceived notions. The tendency 
is to look for Jesus to fit him into our spiritual framework; to accept him on OUR 
terms. We may be trying to make Jesus over in our image. So, here's lesson 
four. Receive the Lord as he presents himself, not as you expect him to be. Simon 
expected Jesus to be a legalist. He didn't anticipate the kind of forgiveness Jesus 
would bring. 
 
Since the best place to look for Jesus is in the Bible, learn to be an excellent Bible 
student. Learn to identify biases. Learn how to read and interpret the Bible in its 
contexts. Employ high level critical thinking when you're looking for Jesus.  (The 
fancy phrase is, 'develop a sound hermeneutic'.)  Look for Jesus and accept who he 
is, not who you wish him to be. 
 
The final lesson comes from our observance of the uninvited guest to Simon's din-
ner party. She was looking for Jesus because she understood her condition and the 
condition of the gospel. Her state was as a sinner, and the gospel was a promise of 
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unfathomable forgiveness. Were there customs, were there protocols that she 
should have followed in that venue? Definitely. Nevertheless, she crashed the party, 
worshiped with tears and service to her Lord, and received a forgiveness that Simon 
the Pharisee could barely begin to comprehend. The fifth lesson? Looking for Je-
sus with an authentic faith and a humble heart will lead to effusive worship, the 
freedom of grace, and the peace of God! 
 
I have no doubt that looking for Jesus is the most important activity anyone can  
ever pursue. Because, in him we find everything we need, for now and for eternity. 
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Luke 8: "The Seed Proves the Soil" 
 
"Now that you've had a chance to look at their shapes and colors, use two fingers, dip them 
into an envelope, and take a pinch of the seeds you want to plant." That was Dorothy Lov-
ell, my first-grade teacher, giving instructions for a science experiment that proved to be one 
of my favorites. Our teacher had taken a wide variety of flower seeds and placed them in un-
marked envelopes. We were to choose one kind of seed, take some home, and provide the 
right combination of sun, soil, and water to make them grow. Only when we had cared for 
them properly would we discover what kind of seed we had chosen. In that experiment, the 
soil proved the seed. 
 
Throughout the gospels, the Word of God is portrayed in poetic language as seed. But unlike 
my first-grade experiment, where the nature of the seeds was unknown, the nature of the 
seed of God's Word is well established. It is pure. It is truth. It is holy, yet full of grace. It 
bears and produces the character of Christ. It transforms the hearers, if they "have ears to 
hear." 8:8  My grade school experiment had the soil proving the seed. But when the seed of 
God's Word is broadcast, the seed proves the soil. 
 
 

The Parable of the Sower and His Seed - 
 
The parable of the sower and his seed leads off the eighth chapter of Luke and es-
tablishes the theme: Watch the Word. Observe what it does. In Mark 4:13, we al-
so read this parable, with Jesus adding an additional rhetorical question - "Do you 
not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the para-
bles?" Jesus tells us that this parable about the Word of God is key; it's foundation-
al. When the Word is proclaimed, it is flung across the field of humanity. It settles 
on the soils of the heart and proves what they're made of. One heart is hard, another 
shallow, and another full of weeds ... the Seed sown upon each heart reveals their 
condition. The Word is how God works. 
 
So, where is the Word in Luke chapter 8 and what does it accomplish? Let’s see ... 

 
God's Word Sets Us Free - vv. 1-4 
 
Jesus was traveling from one town to another, "proclaiming the good 
news," broadcasting the seed of the Word of God. And one result was that some 
women were being cured of diseases and released from demon possession. God's 
Word was setting people free! We also see that these women were helping to sup-
port the ministry of Jesus out of their own means. In that day and time, women 
were heavily dependent on the men in their lives to provide support. If you were a 
woman with means, you usually guarded it very closely. But these women were  
offering it freely to Jesus. Their faith and generosity, and their willingness to take a 
risk, had been set free by the Word as well! 
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God's Word Instructs Us - vv. 5-18 
 
Jesus was a Rabbi - a Master Teacher. What he taught was the content, interpreta-
tion, and application of the Word. And since he is OUR great teacher, his students 
ought to be great listeners. Look how many times Jesus uses the word "hear" in this 
section. Even when he uses light and sight imagery in verses 16 and 17, his conclu-
sion in verse 18 is a reference to hearing, "Therefore, consider carefully how you 
listen." Jesus refers to his teaching as "the knowledge of the secrets of the King-
dom" (v. 10) and who wouldn't want to know those! God's Word instructs us in the 
most amazing things that can ever be known. I'm going to listen carefully. How 
about you? 
 

 
God's Word Adopts Us - vv. 19-21 
 
In these three brief sentences, Luke reminds us of a bold truth. The one who hears 
and obeys God's Word is adopted into God's family! His line is not a bloodline, it's 
a Wordline. “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it 
into practice.”  v.21  There's a crude but instructive motto from our age of compu-
ting; it goes, "Garbage In, Garbage Out." Receive Jesus’ teaching with Hearing (In), 
and Practice (Out). If I were to eavesdrop on what you listen to each day and ob-
serve your daily practice, could I tell that you're an adopted child of God? I hope so. 
 

 
God's Word Commands Us - vv. 22-25 
 
There are three commands in this vignette on the lake. "Let's go over to the other 
side ...," "He commands even the winds and the water ...," and the command dis-
guised as a question - "Where is your faith?" (Which interpreted meant, "Trust 
Me!") As loving and kind as Jesus is, he is still the Master - Master Teacher, Master 
of the Universe. All authority is his, and of the army that is his disciples, he is Com-
mander-in-Chief. When the Lord’s word commands us, we must obey. When he 
says, “Let’s go,” or, “Be still!” or, “Trust me,” we must obey. Remember, there are 
two words that make no sense together - ‘Lord’  and ‘No.’      
 

 
God's Word Directs Us - vv. 26-39 
 
Jesus gives two directives in his encounter with the Gerasene demoniac - one to the 
legion of demons and one to the man who was freed from them all. First, what a 
comfort to know that Jesus has power and authority to direct the forces of evil. The 
demons in this story feared ultimate destruction and pleaded with Jesus to go else-
where. Jesus directed them to enter a herd of pigs, and so they did. The Word 
turned away the agents of evil! 
 
Jesus' second directive is to the man delivered from oppression. He too, pleaded 
with Jesus. So grateful for his deliverance, the man desired to follow Jesus. But the  
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Lord directed him home. "It is better for the Kingdom that you do not follow your 
passion, but rather follow my instruction." The freed man's family and community 
needed some gospel seed broadcast among them. So, he followed his master's di-
rective "and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him." No doubt that is 
a standing directive for all of us. Go tell your family and neighbors about Jesus. 
 

 
God's Word Restores Us - vv. 40-56 
 
What stuns me about this final passage is the efficiency of God's Word. One woman 
has her health restored to her, one family has their deceased child restored to them, 
and this pretty much occurs with only two words from Jesus' lips! For the woman 
with the issue of blood, God's Word had gone out and fallen upon her heart such 
that she believed in the healing power of the Savior. Because of this, she sought him 
out, pressed her way through the crowd, not doubting that if she touched the hem of 
his garment healing would come. And it did, in that act of faith! Without a word her 
healing came from Jesus!  
 
When Jesus raised the young girl from the dead, he only used two words - Child. 
Arise. [many English translations put four words in the mouth of Jesus, but in the origi-
nal Greek, it is just the two] O, the restorative power of the Word of God! How effort-
less is the might of the Almighty! And if the Word of God has been sown in our 
hearts, who knows what astonishing works it will accomplish. That seed will grow 
and produce its fruit! 
 
The seed of God’s Word has power. No doubt about it.  
And the seed proves the soil.  
 
What has the seed of God's Word proved your heart to be made of?  
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Luke 9: "Hard Sayings of Jesus" 
 
The Kingdom of God is a Kingdom like no other. And the King of that Kingdom, Je-

sus Christ, is so far beyond us intellectually, spiritually, morally … so it shouldn’t 

surprise us when he says things that confound us, surprise us, even turn us inside 

out! I would say that Luke saved up a bunch of Jesus’ hard sayings for this ninth 

chapter. It would require pages and pages to comment on all that’s here, so I’ll just 

identify some hard sayings of Jesus and leave a quick interpretation of what I be-

lieve he intended to communicate through them.  Your better option would be to 

apply some solid Biblical scholarship to this chapter while you converse with the 

King personally, in prayer. 

 

Hard sayings of Jesus –  

 “take nothing for your journey” 

 “feed this multitude” 

 “don’t tell anyone I’m the Christ” 

 “you have to lose your life to save it” 

 “disregard Moses and Elijah” 

 “how long must I put up with you all?” 

 “the least ones are the great ones” 

 “do not eliminate your enemies” 

 “let the dead bury their own dead” 

 

Wow … I’m exhausted just typing those! But here’s the thing; Imagine yourself fol-

lowing Jesus around Galilee and greater Jerusalem. You see his power and compas-

sion. You hear his wisdom. And then … Bam! He says one of these hard sayings. In 

light of what you’ve experienced of his beautiful ministry, the hard saying wouldn’t 

cause you to step back – it would make you draw closer. “I must know what he 

means by that,” you say. “I want to hear his explanation. I want to grasp this thing 

that sounds so strange in my initial hearing.”  

The Kingdom of God IS in powerful contrast to the kingdoms of this world, so when 

an aspect of it is exposed and it blows your mind, You’re aching to hear more!  

“take nothing for your journey” – God will give us each day our daily bread; 

He won’t call us to a ministry that he won’t equip for success. 
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“feed this multitude” – There is nothing too hard for God, especially when it 

comes to taking something small and multiplying it (like 12 disciples turning the 

world upside down) 

 

“don’t tell anyone I’m the Christ” – Take this one in context. Jesus needed to 

circulate with few obstacles to accomplish his work. The mobs that gathered 

around him were often a hindrance. We, on the other hand, need to tell EVERY-

ONE Jesus is the Christ. Don’t let your lack of witness be the hindrance. 

 

“you have to lose your life to save it” – To call Jesus Lord is to say that his 

agenda is now our agenda; his purpose for our life is now THE purpose for our 

life. This is not necessarily a reference to physical death but is certainly a descrip-

tion of the self-denial and death to self-service that must take place for the follower 

of Jesus. I don’t live for me anymore; I live for him. 

 

“disregard Moses and Elijah” – Again, context is important here. Peter wants 

to camp out on the mountain top and sit at the feet of those great Old Testament 

saints and listen to them and to Jesus. God the Father interrupts Peter as he states 

his tent-making intentions and sweeps Moses and Elijah off the scene in a cloud. 

Then the Father commands, “This is my Son.” “Listen to HIM!” It’s a new day. It’s 

the Kingdom coming, and the King is in our midst. With all due respect to Moses 

and Elijah, Jesus now has the floor. 

 

“how long must I put up with you all?” – no commentary necessary. True? 

 

“the least ones are the great ones” – This is consistent with Jesus’ ongoing 

teaching about the nature of leadership and greatness in the Kingdom of God. 

Kingdom values exalt humility and service, not pride and consumption. 

 

“do not eliminate your enemies” – The incoming Kingdom is not about con-

demnation; it’s about transformation. I decrease the number of my enemies not by 

turning them into ashes but by turning them into allies. By grace through faith my 

enemy becomes my friend as I love in the way that Jesus has instructed.  
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“let the dead bury their own dead” – This is a really hard one. It sounds so 

insensitive. For me, the point is that the time to surrender to the call of Jesus is 

now. Jesus is not saying that we go cold to the one’s we care about in our decision 

to follow him. He is simply saying that nothing on our “to-do list,” no matter how 

weighty or urgent we may think it is, is more urgent than answering the call to 

repent, believe, and follow him. 

 

Yes, Jesus has some hard sayings. But with the help of the big, Biblical picture and 

the illumination of the Holy Spirit, we can learn the lessons that Jesus intends to 

teach us. 

 
Study on, student of the Word! 
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Luke 10: "Representing the Kingdom" 
 
Remember when designer clothes just had designer labels? Not that I'm a clothes 
horse or a fashionista, but I do recall a time when high-end clothing was identified 
by the quality, and the designer could be discovered by reading the label inside. But 
something happened along the way, and garments became the labels. Check out this 
wool pullover by Balenciaga ... 

Can you guess how I know that Balenciaga designed 
this sweater? Of course, you can. His name is embla-
zoned in 100-point type, sixteen times across the front 
of the garment! People who wear this sweater are not 
just trying to stay warm in style; they want people to 
know that they associate with Balenciaga. They are 
representing him and his designs. Instead of charging 
people for this sweater, I would think Balenciaga 
would pay people to wear this sweater. This is adver-
tising. This is a billboard disguised as a sweater. If you 
wear this brand, you are truly a brand representative. 

One could make a similar statement about followers of Jesus. He is the Christ and 
we are Christians ('little Christs'). Because of God's beautiful design for our salva-
tion, we get to wear the robes of righteousness purchased by the blood of Jesus. We 
become representatives of him and the Kingdom he rules over. He hasn't stitched 
his name all over us, but he has put his Spirit inside of us. That's how the quality of 
his workmanship shows out.  

I saw another site online that helps people tell the difference between a genuine Ba-
lenciaga and a fake one. That's right, there are knockoffs, poor imitations of the real 
thing. There are knockoff representatives of God's Kingdom, too. In Jesus' day, 
most of the Pharisees fell into that category. They had the "holiness" brand plas-
tered all over their wardrobe, but the divine design qualities were missing. And Je-
sus is old school. He would rather we represent Kingdom qualities well and have 
people discover the Designer upon further inspection, than to plaster "God labels" 
all over ourselves only to prove in time that we are fakes. 
 
In Luke 10, we observe a number of Kingdom representatives. There is, of course, 
Jesus himself. He is the one perfect representative of God's Kingdom because he is 
very God! "All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one 
knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son" v. 22 
God the Father and God the Son are One. That's why the best person to aspire to 
imitate most closely is not your dear, sainted grandmother (love her dearly), or 
your favorite Pastor, or your Bible study teacher. Aspire to imitate Jesus. Be in the 
Word. Pray in the Spirit. Join him in his work. More and more, you will become an 
excellent representative of the King and his Kingdom. 
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Then, there are the seventy-two representatives Jesus sent out, two-by-two, to an-
nounce the arrival of the Kingdom. Some qualities of a Kingdom representative are 
visible in them. They pray as they go, not just for their work but for more work-
ers. God's Kingdom needs more representatives. They exhibit courage, willing to 
go as "sheep among wolves." They trust God to provide for them as they go. 
These representatives demonstrate great faith in the Lord. They are gracious 
and peaceable. They are focused on results, not numbers - "Remain in the 
same house ... do not go from house to house." v. 7 They are unequivocal about 
their purpose - they came to invite people into the advancing Kingdom of God. 
"The kingdom of God has come near to you." vv. 9 and 11. Sadly, when the repre-
sentative is genuine, their rejection is in fact a rejection of God the Father and Jesus 
Christ. v. 16 
 
But there are successes as well as rejections, and those are cause for joy and a sense 
of awe. “I saw Satan fall like lightning …” When we represent the Kingdom well, 
evil is overcome. Our experiences are those that prophets and kings of old longed to 
experience, but never did! vv. 17-24 That makes me want to represent well! 
 
One of the great Biblical parables appears in this chapter. The reason it stunned so 
many in its day was that the hero of the story, the one who truly represented the 
qualities of the Kingdom, was from a people group that Jesus' hearers regarded with 
contempt. How could a Samaritan, a racially inferior person, a half-breed, be the 
hero? Jesus was teaching two lessons simultaneously with this parable. The lesson 
of compassion, mercy, and generosity as Kingdom qualities - and the lesson of 
brotherhood. Kingdom reps consider all people as their neighbor. They love indis-
criminately. There is no bigotry in the Kingdom of God. 
 
The chapter ends with the familiar story of Martha and Mary. When we bring all the 
gospel records together, we get a picture of Martha, Mary, and their brother Lazarus 
as all being devoted to Christ - representatives of the Kingdom. But in this account, 
only Mary is demonstrating the better Kingdom quality. Running around frenetical-
ly, even when the activities are good, is not a good look for a Kingdom representa-
tive.  ““Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about 
many things, but few things are needed — or indeed, only one. Mary has chosen 
what is better."" v. 41 NIV  
 
The one most needful of all the Kingdom qualities? Spending unhurried time at  

Jesus' feet. When we have done that and, as a result, represent him well in the 

world, he will use us to wipe away the doubts of many. In us, they will have had an 

encounter with the living Christ. 
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Luke 11 : "The Essential Practice of Prayer" 

 
Luke's eleventh chapter is full of a variety of stories and topics, too many to cover 
thoroughly in the space we have here. So, I would like to focus on prayer - the pray-
er model that Jesus gave his disciples. As you know, there are four gospel accounts 
of the life and work of Jesus. It's important that we should be familiar with all four, 
gaining a big picture understanding of our Lord and Savior. In that light, I'm going 
to move from Luke's rendition of the Lord's prayer to Matthew's. Not that Luke's 
rendition is deficient in any way; every element of his version is contained in the 
Matthean version. Matthew simply remembers more of the format that Jesus 
passed on to his followers.  
 
I will say that Luke including the model prayer at this point in his narrative makes 
sense, as the heat is being turned up by the enemies of Christ. A lot of challenges 
and many hard questions and verbal snares are being set for Jesus now. And if they 
are going to treat the Master this way, his students will surely be tested as well. 
How will they answer the crafty questions of those who would undermine their 
mission? They will know how to respond through wisdom and words from above, 
received in times of prayer. Before engaging with their adversaries, they will engage 
in conversation with God. Every believer is better equipped for their daily challeng-
es when they are spending regular time in prayer intimacy with God. 
 
In the eleventh chapter of Luke, Jesus had to respond to an accusation that he was 
a collaborator with the Devil, an assertion that blessedness could be attributed to 
parts of the human body, incessant requests to produce miraculous signs, the lack 
of recognition that he was the true light of God's glory, an emphasis of ritual over 
righteousness, the burden of legalism, and the inappropriate seizing of spiritual 
authority! Wow! But because Jesus went early and often to prayer, he was ready 
with exceptional wisdom and truth to address all these issues, and more. That is 
why prayer is an essential practice.  
 
So now, Matthew's rendition of the Lord's model prayer, Matthew 6:9-13 -- 
 
“Our Father in heaven,  
 
hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil." 
 
Jesus gave his disciples a framework for prayer, not a prayer for rote memorization 
and repetition. First, he asks them to pray with the awareness that God is both  
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intimate and sovereign. He sits high above us, ruling the whole of his creation, and 
yet he is also 'Abba," the affectionate form of Father, tender and incomparably near 
us. Also, to pray with the awareness that all Abba's children need prayer. Not, “My 
Father,” but “Our Father.” The model is a model of intercession for the whole Body. 
 
Next, Jesus establishes the primary purposes of prayer. They are not the needs of 
the one praying, but the desires of the One prayed to. God's agenda takes prece-
dence over ours in the model prayer. What does God want us to pray for first and 
foremost? (The original structure of Matthew's Greek language account is important 
here. These lines are three perfectly parallel lines of text, and the final phrase dis-
tributes to all three. Like this ...) 
 
Let it be hallowed, this Name of yours, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Let it come, this Kingdom of yours, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Let it be done, this Will of yours, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
We pray first for the desires of God, that his Name, Kingdom, and Will be exalted to 
the nth degree over all the earth. And of course, to pray these things is also to com-
mit to exalting these things in this way in our own lives.  
 
The Third section is about continual faith and commensurate forgiveness.  
To pray for one day's bread one day at a time indicates a strong faith in the provi-
sion of God. I don't need to see bulging shelves of months' worth of bread to ease 
my mind and calm my fears for tomorrow. My trust is in my Savior, not my surplus. 
This is the phrase that says, "Your grace is sufficient for me." 
 
What I mean by commensurate forgiveness, is that Jesus' model includes an "as." 
This is a little word that indicates that one thing should be tracking with another. In 
this case, the two things tracking with each other are God's forgiveness of us and our 
forgiveness of others. It is possible to interpret the "as" to mean "at the same time." 
"You forgive me, God, while I forgive others." However, I am inclined to interpret 
the "as" to mean "in the same way." I believe God wants us to be as merciful to oth-
ers as he is merciful to us.  Why should I expect God to forgive me thoroughly when 
I only forgive my neighbor sparingly? I hear Jesus asking, "What if God would only 
forgive you in the way and to the degree that you forgive others?" Challenging 
question. Lord help us; forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 
The Final section is a plea for divine leadership. We know that evil is an active force 
in our world and that the Evil One is a tempter who draws us into the way of evil. 
But God is a deliverer who would never lead us into temptation. This prayer is a 
declaration that we are opposed to evil and committed to following the Lord. He will 
lead me in the way that is right and away from the evil that I reject. 
 
May we all set this model to memory - not to repeat it verbatim, but to employ it as 

the framework for all our unique and relevant prayers. The circumstances we face 

with prayer will constantly be changing, but the Father and the framework we have 

for our praying will not. God hears. God cares. God answers. Never doubt this. 
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Luke 12 : "Separation Anxiety" 

 
One cuts; one chooses. Does that sound familiar? You and your sibling both want 
the last piece of cake. Mom puts a knife on the table next to the object of your affec-
tions, and says, “One cuts; one chooses.” It was kind of a foolproof way of prevent-
ing anybody from getting the bigger piece. You could develop an exceptional eye for 
equality under those house rules, separating one slice from the other at precisely the 
right spot. 
 
In Luke 12, there is quite a bit of separating going on, or being called for. Slicing 
through things with better-than-laser accuracy is the expertise of God. No one else  
is so discerning. No one’s eyesight is as acute. And no one can contradict God when 
he makes his cut. The distinction has been made. There’s no overturning it. That’s 
why it is our advantage and necessity to be students of His Word ... 
 
“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discern-
ing the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden from his 
sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give ac-
count.”   Hebrews 4:12,13   
 

What a sword! What a scalpel! The Word can divide soul and spirit. 
 
The Word of God under the steady hand of God’s Spirit can expose the subtle differ-
ences that separate religion from religiosity, the temporal from the eter-
nal, possessions from riches, and faithfulness from loyalty. These are 
some of the issues Jesus addresses in this chapter. His keen eye not only perceives 
the distinctions, he wants to teach us to see them as well. Let’s take a look. 
 
12:1  The Pharisees had position and power, pomp and ‘perfect’ practices – but they 
were hypocrites. And their hypocrisy had a way of infesting and infecting the spir-
itual lives of those around them. Jesus cut through their façade and confronted 
them regularly, trying to open their eyes to see they were on the wrong side of the 
sword. May Jesus open our eyes to the difference between faith and Phariseeism, 
between true religion and religiosity. One serves God, the other serves self. 
 
12:4,5  Fear has two sides, too - fear of the temporal and fear of the eternal. Jesus 
knew many of his followers would be tempted to abandon the faith in the face of le-
thal persecution. So, he reminds them of the distinction between the death this 
world can deal us and the ultimate death the Lord can consign us to. May we main-
tain a healthy fear of eternal death. Besides, everlasting life was purchased for us by 
him who endured the cross. We too, can survive any painful, temporal departure. 
 
12:13-21  Luke tells of a man who came to Jesus and demanded he do some sepa-
rating on his behalf. “Help me separate my brother from some of his money,” was 
the bold request. Instead, Jesus offered more instruction on how to divide. No mat-
ter how wealthy we are in this life, one day we will be separated from our posses-
sions. How foolish we are not to discern the difference between worldly wealth and 
spiritual riches. “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed.”  
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12:41-48  Simon Peter makes an appearance in this chapter and asks a very im-
portant question, sensing that there is a distinction he needs to make. Peter won-
ders if some of Jesus’ teaching is aimed specifically at believers. “Lord, are you tell-
ing this parable to us, or to everyone?” Peter has good instincts here and Jesus pre-
sents a parable that helps him, and us, to know that there are separate standards for 
believers and unbelievers. “The servant who knows the master’s will and does not 
get ready or does not do what the master wants will be beaten with many blows. 
But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be 
beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be de-
manded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be 
asked.” May we as believers recognize our separate responsibility to obey our Mas-
ter’s will. He holds us accountable because we know better. God is our Master;  
what a gift! But not just a gift, a trust. With blessing comes responsibility. 
 
12:51-53  Sometimes, this distinction between believers and unbelievers is a hard 
distinction to accept. The difference can create conflict, even among family mem-
bers. People diverge in the way they respond to the claims and commands of Christ. 
Persistent faith or resistant doubt draws the dividing line between those who reside 
in his Kingdom and those who don’t. What a severe form of separation anxiety - that 
I and my family member are divided. Lord, move in love and grace to reconcile us.  
 
12:54-56  Jesus offers one final comparison – interpreting weather conditions and 
interpreting spiritual conditions. Here again, we have the distinction between the 
temporal and the eternal. There is physical death and there is spiritual death. There 
are earthly riches and there are heavenly riches. There are worldly conditions and 
there are spiritual conditions. Jesus clearly prefers that his followers be proficient at 
discerning spiritual conditions. We may have commitments to excellence in many 
things, but above all may we be excellent in discerning what the Spirit is saying to 
the Body. Devotion to prayer and the Word will gain us that excellence. 
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Luke 13 : "The Art of Illustration" 

 
We have probably all enjoyed the work of Norman Rockwell. That prolific painter 
created so many memorable images. His 1943 "Freedom" series is exquisite. But did 
you know that there was a debate as to whether Rockwell was an illustrator or a fine 
artist? I don't see why he couldn't be both! 
 
In Luke 13, we see Jesus and his fine art of illustration. There is much to be learned 
about teaching from the manner and methods of Rabbi Jesus, the Master Teacher. 
A key lesson from the Master is, "paint word pictures!" Be an artist, use imagery, 
illustrate, make your point memorable, appeal to the senses, connect with real life 
experience, etch something on their retinas! Look at these word pictures by Jesus 
and the lessons they teach: 
 
 
The tower of Siloam fell and crushed eighteen people - 
the circumstances of our death have nothing to do with our spiritual condition; we 
are all sinners who should repent before the end comes, however it comes. 
 
A fig tree remained fruitless for three years - 
never give up on anything (anyone) until you've done all you can to help them suc-
ceed. How often we cut people off before cultivating them. 
 
You water and exercise your livestock on the Sabbath - 
how much more important it is to meet the needs of people with compassionate 
action, regardless of the day, the time, or the place. 
 
The Kingdom of God is a mustard seed - 
don't be fooled by the splendid simplicity of the Kingdom; it may appear to be 
small or insignificant now but watch what God will do with it. (With US?) 
 
The Kingdom of God is leaven - 
the Spirit and the Word will penetrate where they will and transform everything 
they touch. (And the Spirit and the Word are alive and active in his people!) 
 
The way of salvation is a narrow door - 
Christ alone is the means of salvation for all mankind. Help others to find friend-
ship with him. The  "I don't know you"  of Jesus' is the saddest phrase of all. 
 
A hen gathers her brood under her wings - 
What a pastoral, warm, and affectionate image. God longs to hold us close, protect 
us, share his very heartbeat with us. Who could reject that? 
 
Such brief lessons, but rich and memorable because of the art of illustration. May 
we all learn to paint fresh word pictures that carry the testimony of our faith, mak-
ing indelible marks on the canvas of another person's soul, erasing their doubts. 
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Luke 14 : "The Problem of Loyalty" 

 
It began in the previous chapter. Right after the Kingdom parables. Verse 22 told us 
that Jesus had set his face toward Jerusalem. On the way there, he is asked about 
how many will find salvation. But Jesus is not so much concerned for numbers, for 
"how many," as he is for "who?" Will the Jews be saved? Jesus is a Jew, a son of 
Abraham, and the Jews are God's chosen people. What God began with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, he is finishing by his son, Jesus Christ. Jesus answered the man's 
inquiry with the parable of the narrow door. God’s anointed way of salvation is Je-
sus; he IS the Narrow Door. God’s chosen people ought to recognize this. 
 
What Jesus has begun to do here is to emphasize the shortcomings of his own peo-
ple. They are God's people, yet they are strangers to him. They have a loyalty prob-
lem. They have become loyal to their misguided understanding of what passes for 
holiness and right standing with God. And Jesus is about to come down hard on 
them. In fact, in Luke 13:35, he says, "Behold, your house is forsaken." Wow. He 
has set his gaze toward Jerusalem and his face firmly against his people. In chapter 
14, Jesus provokes the Jewish leaders and exposes in parable after parable their loy-
alty issues. They are ... 
 
Loyal to the letter of the Law - 
 
In Jesus' day, the scribes and the Pharisees were looked to for advice on how to be 
carry out the Biblical laws in everyday life. They were seen as the "holiness" experts. 
But Jesus, being the author of the Word, even the Word in the flesh, understood the 
spirit and intention of the law perfectly. His works on the Sabbath were not works of 
defiance, they were works of clarification. But the Jewish "experts" were more loyal 
to their own interpretations. They often kept an appearance of the Law, when in fact 
their hearts were far from what God intended. Do you, do we, have ways of conduct-
ing ourselves and our ministry that reveal our loyalty to traditions and not to the 
Word? Our calling is not to preserve our practices, but to practice God’s principles. 

 
Loyal to their own "Pecking Order" - 
 
A quick scan of the crowd was all it took to identify the "big shots" and the "big shot 
wannabes" among the Jews. They were the ones who sauntered up to the front of 
the room and helped themselves to the seats of honor. Jesus gives them a lesson in 
humility. God-exaltation is so much better than self-exaltation. Especially, since 
God has the final word. 

 
Loyal to 'Quid Pro Quo' - 
 
Jesus was saddened by the fact that his people often showed hospitality and bless-
ing only to the people they knew could repay them in kind. They had a "this for that" 
attitude toward generosity. They could be giving because they knew they'd get it 
back. Jesus has to explain to them the true meaning and intention of blessing, of 
hospitality, and generosity. In Jesus' economy, you bless because it's the right thing 
to do, with no concern for getting paid back. This actually leads to the greater  
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principle of "agape," the love that is willing to lose so that another might gain. May 
we all try to live at the level of “agape,” of generous, unselfish love. 
 

 
Loyal to their Secondary Interests - 
 
The teaching, miraculous works, and exorcisms of Jesus were surely enough to 
demonstrate his Mastery. His call for disciples should have been a longed for and 
irresistible invitation. How misguided these people were to think that real estate 
deals, new farm equipment, and sensual pleasures were more important than ap-
prenticing to the King of the universe! If we value anything more in our life than a 
deepening relationship with Christ, our values are out of order. 
 
 
Loyal to their Half-hearted Investment - 
 
The two parables, of the tower and of the army, speak to the same concept - starting 
something you can't finish. The man with insufficient funds cannot complete the 
building he starts, and the king with insufficient troops cannot finish the war he 
imagines starting. Jesus is saying that the one who will finish the life of discipleship, 
and finish well, must make the necessary investment. "Count the cost," he urges, 
and the cost is “everything.” There's no splitting our investment between following 
Jesus and following our wants. We must be “all in.”  
 
 
The Effect? No Effect - 
 
What do these misplaced loyalties lead to? Impotence. A draining of power and in-
fluence. The inability to accomplish what God created us to achieve. We end up as 
salt that has no saltiness. Jesus says that that is useless, worthless. 
 
May we all take stock of our loyalties. May we all look closely at our hands to see if 
there is anything clutched there preventing us from seizing God's purpose for our 
lives. Do we doubt that he can provide all we need for spiritual success? Let trust in 
any idols go. To quote courageous missionary, Jim Elliot, "He is no fool who gives 
what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose." 
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Luke 15 : "All About the Joy!" 

 
Do you have favorite chapters throughout the Bible? When I think about 
stand-out chapters, Psalm 23, Isaiah 53, John 1, and 1 Corinthians 13 come to mind. 
Luke 15 also makes my list of all-time great Scriptures. It culminates with the para-
ble of the Prodigal Son, what hymn writer and poet William Cowper called, "the 
most beautiful fiction that ever was invented." And the reason it rises near the top of 
my list? The JOY! 
 
Jesus had been confronting and sorrowing over the hollow religion of the Pharisees. 
But in his teaching, Jesus balanced the hard correction of legalism with celebrations 
of the Father's grace. Luke may have felt the tension of his gospel at this point, hav-
ing focused on the flaws of Phariseeism since the middle of chapter 11. It was time 
to relieve the tension, to shift the focus to joy. Joy, to the third power! Lost sheep - 
found! Lost coin - found! Lost son - found! Time to rejoice! 
 
Think about a time in your life when you received something valuable you never ex-
pected to receive. Think of a time when you received something back that you 
thought would never be retrieved. What about a time you accomplished something 
you never thought you would achieve? Revisit the joy of those moments. Wasn't it 
breath-taking! Didn't you experience happiness at a new depth, a new height? Did 
fresh energy like a bolt of lightning flow through you? You felt you could run a mile! 
You felt you could fly!  
 
There is a good litmus test to determining how well our spirit is tracking with the 
Spirit of God. Do we vibrate with joy over the thought that another soul has re-
turned to the Father's arms? How motivated are we to share this most beautiful sto-
ry with others, to bring one more prodigal home? Do I find special joy in knowing 
and telling the gospel of Jesus Christ? And if not, what does that say about me? 
 
Little Things that Loom Large in these Parables - 
 
In the parable of the lost sheep, I think about the team effort. For a long time, I 
questioned the logistics of this parable, because who's to say while you're off looking 
for the one lost sheep that the other 99 aren't going to wander off lost themselves. 
What I had to remember is that shepherds often worked in teams. The lead shep-
herd could delegate responsibilities to his under-shepherds. And so, I imagine the 
lead shepherd here giving charge to his teammates to guard the flock while he went 
out to search for the missing one.  
 
We don't all have the same role in bringing home the lost one, but we all play a part, 
and we all share in the joy! Can you see it - the lead shepherd comes up over the 
horizon with the lost one draped over his shoulders, his tunic muddied and torn, his 
face bloodied and raked by thorns, but smiling the biggest smile you've ever seen! 
The under-shepherds leap to their feet, into the air, fist pumping, voices cheering.  
“He did it! He found him!” Do you feel the joy? I hope you do! 
 
In the parable of the lost coin, I think about the toil. This woman was diligent. She 
would not be denied. She illuminated every corner of that house. She swept every 
square inch of it. She showed the highest level of determination to find that coin. 
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This is quite convicting, isn't it? Are we that determined to "seek and save that 
which is lost"? Help us, Lord, to find that degree of determination. 
 
Finally, in the story of the Prodigal Son, two details stand out to me. One is that the 
word "prodigal" does not mean "wayward." It's easy to assume that meaning in 
light of the son's behavior. But the definition of "prodigal" is "exorbitant extrava-
gance." It's what the pop music standard, Mack the Knife, calls "spending like a sail-
or." This is what the son did with his inheritance, BUT, it's also what the father did 
with his love and grace. The word works both ways! There is no punishment, no pay
-back, no negative consequence for the repenting and returning son. O, the exorbi-
tant extravagance of the grace of God! He is by definition, a Prodigal Father. 
 
The other engaging detail is this: to render the younger son his part of the inher-
itance, the father had to give the first-born son his portion also. Well, that pretty 
much exhausted everything the father owned. The father went bankrupt to bless his 
children. Does this not resonate with Paul's description -  
 
"For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet       
 for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become 
rich."     2 Corinthians 8:9 

 
I feel a party coming on! 
 
"There will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent." v. 7 
 
"There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who  
repents.”   v. 10 
 
"'Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate." vv. 23,24 
 
"We had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is found.’” v.32 
 
Are you feeling the JOY! Then let's make more. May each one of us identify our one 
lost 'sheep,' go diligently in search of him or her, and throw that joy-drenched party.  
Rejoice, when doubters doubt no more! Let’s learn to be prodigal with the gospel. 
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Luke 16 : "To Be Found Faithful” 

 
One of the joys of pastoral ministry is being able to officiate at weddings. When two 
people are pledging their undying devotion to one another, and you are a mere 
eighteen inches away, it's pretty electric. You are standing in the Love Bubble! And 
sometimes you get to officiate in cool places: like Chapel Hill at the former Golden 
Gate Seminary, Union College in upstate New York (The Way We Were with Red-
ford and Streisand was filmed there), or the Mob Museum in Las Vegas! 
 
One thing I insist on when performing a wedding ceremony is that the couple affirm 
the declaration of intent with "I Will" instead of "I Do." I'm kind of a language nerd 
so my rationale is, "I Do" is a promise for the day, but "I Will" is a promise for every 
day. "I Do today, but I may not tomorrow.” "I Will, today and forever.” Yes, I defi-
nitely hear a difference. "I Will" is the phrase that communicates faithfulness. 
 
Faithfulness is the theme of Luke's sixteenth chapter. There are two parables here 
that have generated a lot of debate, resulting in differing opinions and interpreta-
tions. I'm going to skip parsing all those variants and just focus on what I see as the 
main thing - faithfulness.  
 
In the first story, a manager of his master's business has been accused of not being 
faithful to the task the master gave him. The manager is the collection agent for his 
boss and the keeper of the books. Unfortunately for the boss, his accounts receiva-
ble are way overdue. Yikes! No cash flow, no business. So, the manager is going to 
get fired. And he knows it. And his future employment prospects are not very good. 
So, what does he do? He promises the bosses clients that they can settle accounts at 
reduced rates. “20% off - sound good?” “50% off - you gotta like that, eh?” While 
the manager was unfaithful to his job requirements, he was faithful to the promises 
he made to the debtors to reduce their debts. As a result, he lost a friend in his boss, 
but gained a whole bunch of friends in his clients. And those clients would be help-
ful to the manager when he seeks new employment. I'm sure the boss fired him any-
way, but he did appreciate the tactic of his former employee. "The master com-
mended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly."  v. 8 
 
Faithfulness is simply being true to your word. It's integrity. It's making a prom-
ise and keeping it. Faithfulness establishes trust. The manager knew he messed up 
by promising to be his bosses collection agent and then failing to follow through on 
that promise. But with his back against the wall, the manager realized the value of 
faithfulness, and made promises to his clients and kept them. Faithfulness and trust 
are the glue of relationships. May we strive to be faithful in all our commitments 
and avoid the conflicts and loss that come with a lack of integrity. 
 
After that story, there is an interlude inserting Jesus' positions on the Word of God 
and on divorce. This interlude seems a bit odd in its placement between the two 
parables, but remember the theme is faithfulness. Jesus said the Word came 
through the Law and the Prophets and now comes by the gospel of the Kingdom.  
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But people would rather be faithful to their own understanding, forcing their way 
into the Kingdom rather than entering faithfully according to the Word. 
 
Then, Jesus comments on divorce and re-marriage. If we temper this teaching with 
Jesus' statements in Matthew 5 and 19 (sexual immorality as acceptable grounds 
for divorce) and Paul's teaching in 1 Corinthians 7 (abandonment as acceptable 
grounds for divorce), we understand Jesus to say that the vows and union of spous-
es in marriage are sacred and undissolvable. Faithfulness to one other, is committed 
to and then sealed in their consummation. This makes re-marriage an act of adul-
tery. We must not pledge fidelity to one and then move on to join ourselves to an-
other. We must maintain our integrity. We must remain faithful to our vows. 
 
The chapter ends with the story of Lazarus and the rich man. There is a lot of cud to 
ruminate on here, especially with regard to the afterlife. But again, there is some-
thing essential to get out of this story without getting lost in the thanatological* 
weeds. (I told you I was a word nerd!). When the rich man, who lived an advan-
taged life, sees that he is painfully disadvantaged in the afterlife, he asks Abraham 
to warn his family about this potential outcome. Father Abraham replies, ‘They 
have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ In other words, the patriarch 
is saying, "You can expect to enjoy blessing and comfort in the afterlife if you live 
according to God's Word." The point is faithfulness. Lazarus lived a meager life, but 
was faithful to God’s Word. He listened to Moses and the Prophets in his poverty 
and now he is the one with heavenly riches.  
 
May we all live and die in a state of faithfulness. As people of integrity. Faithful to 
our commitments as trustworthy men and women of our word. People of obedience 
to the Lord. Faithful to the Word of God. Faithful in our marriages. Steadfast in our 
vowed "I Will!" Let there be no doubt - regardless of our earthly condition, God ulti-
mately honors and richly blesses the ones He finds faithful.  
 

 

*of the study of death and dying 
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Luke 17 : "Weaklings” 

 
Before Jillian Michaels, Arnold Schwarzenegger, and Richard Simmons, there was 
Angelo Siciliano. We're talking health and strength coaches - exercise gurus. I was 
introduced to Angelo while laying on my belly on the floor, devouring comic book 
stories as a kid. Sometimes, the odd collection of advertising on the final few pages 
was as intriguing as the fiction in the front. One such ad created an iconic phrase 
and image: the 97-pound weakling. This scrawny figure could be found loung-
ing with his girlfriend on a blanket at the beach. A muscle-bound bully comes along 
and kicks sand in the weakling's face. There is no retaliation, because ... well ... be-
cause he's a weakling. The ad encouraged all such tormented souls to enroll in An-
gelo's course in Dynamic-Tension training. Some of you baby boomers and experts 
in Americana know that Angelo Siciliano went by the name of Charles Atlas. 
 
The apostle Paul was the Charles Atlas of spiritual trainers in the first century, and 
his advice to his student, Timothy, was this - "train yourself in godliness. For physi-
cal exercise is of limited value, but godliness is valuable in every way, holding 
promise for the present life and for the one to come."  1 Timothy 4:7,8 
 
That’s great advice! Don't stop being a good steward of your body, but for heaven's 
sake, don't stop building up your spiritual strength. Better we should falter in our 
flesh than in our spirit. In Luke chapter 17, there are a lot of spiritual weaknesses on 
display. Let's identify them, so we don't imitate them. 
 

Spiritual Weaklings have ... 
 
Weak Discipline: We often think of temptation as something we need to stay 
away from. But Jesus reminds us that we can also BE the source of temptation. To 
entice someone else to sin, especially children and the vulnerable, is serious busi-
ness. Look at the shocking, even violent language that Jesus uses to dissuade us 
from being stumbling blocks! Let's strengthen our spiritual discipline so that we 
never cause another person to falter. 
 
Weak Forgiveness: Spiritual weaklings have a hard time forgiving people. They 
are grudge-holders and vengeance-seekers. They haven't moved on from their mis-
understanding of the Old Testament's lex talionis — "An eye for an eye, and a tooth 
for a tooth." The phrase was not meant as a prescription for equal suffering; it was a 
figurative way of prohibiting excessive punishment. In the New Testament, we learn 
that the blood of Christ’s sacrifice bought astonishing grace for undeserving sinners. 
Since he has forgiven us so much, how can we forgive so little? 
 
Weak Faith: For some reason, human nature tends to focus on quantity. The 
apostles ask Jesus to increase their faith. "Give us more. We need more." Jesus re-
sponds with comparing faith to a mustard seed. That is a very small seed. And yet 
faith as small as a mustard seed can affect miracles! So, it's not about the quantity of 
our faith, it's about the quality of our faith. A grain of sand is about the same size as 
a mustard seed, but if I plant a grain of sand, I get nothing. The mustard seed yields  
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something grand and fruitful because it's alive! Weaklings think they need more 
faith; they should rather seek a vibrant, living faith. 
 
Weak Egos: Weaklings have fragile egos. They require constant stroking. Fragile 
egos need to be perceived as unique, as worthy of special honor. They can't imagine 
that anyone should be ahead of them in the pecking order. But mature Christians 
with healthy egos know that they don't stand toe-to-toe, eye-to-eye with the Lord. 
The parable here affirms that the master is the master and the servant is the serv-
ant. The servant doesn't earn equal status for doing his job. ("Sit down beside me 
and eat as I eat.") Strong egos remain humble, obey the Lord, and know that they 
are simply doing their duty. 
 
Weak Gratitude: Where are those to whom Jesus extended compassion and heal-
ing power? "Where are the other nine?" Spiritual weaklings have a weak sense of 
gratitude. This is why Jesus taught, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of heaven." Blessed are we who understand that apart from God, we are 
bankrupt. We have nothing. And not just in spirit, everything we have - physically, 
intellectually, relationally - it's all a gift from God! The healthy in spirit conduct 
themselves each day with a strong sense of gratitude to God. 
 
Weak Awareness: Finally, Luke gives us more insight from Jesus about the na-
ture of the Kingdom of God. These are realities that all well-developed believers 
need to be aware of. We must be aware that the in-breaking Kingdom of God arrives 
from the inside out. We don't see the first glimpses of God's Kingdom by observing 
conditions in the world. We must look inward. The question isn't, "Where in the 
world does the Kingdom begin to appear?" The question is, "Does the Kingdom of 
God appear and reign in my heart?" 
 
Spiritual weaklings will want to declare that they have special insight into the com-
ing of the Kingdom - they’re the end times gurus. But Jesus says his coming is going 
to take everybody by surprise, like a bolt of lightning from the blue! And when he 
comes, you can be certain he won't be praising the eschatologically clever. He’ll be 
extending his “Well done!” to the faithful and the spiritually fit. 
 
So, don’t neglect that God-given body of yours. Do your exercises, eat well, get plen-
ty of sleep. But even more so — don't be a 97-pound spiritual weakling. Put in the 
work! Become a stunning specimen of a well-developed Christian. 
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Luke 18 : "Don’t Lose Heart” 

 
Prayer does two things (not just two things, but definitely these two things) - 
Prayer reveals the determination of the heart and supplies great peace to the soul. 
In this chapter, Luke records how Jesus continued his teaching on prayer. In the 
English Standard Version of the New Testament, the first verse is translated, "And 
[Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and 
not lose heart." There is a lot in this world to lose heart over, but we must not al-
low it to knock the wind out of us. Rather than throw up our hands in defeat, we 
must lift up our hands in prayer - always, without ceasing, as instructed by Jesus 
here and reinforced by the apostle Paul and others throughout the Scriptures. 
 
Keep Praying and don't lose heart over ... 
 
Injustice: The concern of the woman in Jesus' parable is justice. Although the 
point of the parable is not dependent on what the woman prayed for, it is interest-
ing that of all the words Jesus COULD have put in her mouth, he put "Give me jus-
tice!" Injustice is a perennial human problem, and there is much inequity in our 
world today. May we never surrender to that reality as normal. Don't lose heart. 
Pray with determination in all things, and pray with fervor for justice. 
 
Social Castes: Superiority-thinking and domination of one people group over an-
other is the source of much of the injustice and inequity in our world. The Pharisee 
in 18:11,12 thought he was so much better than the tax collector. But Jesus exposes 
their hearts through the prayers they pray. May we remain humble and pray regu-
larly for the mercy that brings peace to the soul. 
 
Misguided Sophistication: The disciples thought that Jesus was too important, 
had a more sophisticated agenda, than to be involved with children and infants. Je-
sus brushes aside their idea of higher level concerns and welcomes the babies into 
his arms. The truly sophisticated thinker will grasp the powerful lessons that these 
little ones can teach us. Pray that we never get so "sophisticated" that we neglect 
the simple. Oftentimes, it is the simple that is most profound. 
 
Lack of Wealth: Obtaining worldly wealth is the determined pursuit of many peo-
ple, believing they can find peace for their lives in their riches. Their persistence and 
their concept of peace are both misplaced. The rich ruler in this parable thought he 
had it all together with his great wealth and his impeccable religious record. But to 
follow Jesus, he was instructed to give his wealth away. His response proved the 
truth - he didn't own his money; his money owned him. Let us be determined to 
pray with thanksgiving regardless of the economic condition we are in. Work 
hard to provide for your family, but trust that God himself is also providing what 
you need, your “daily bread.” Let us find our peace in his goodness and purposes. 
 
Being Misunderstood: Luke tells us that Jesus had informed his disciples for the 
third time of his arrest, humiliation, torture, death, and resurrection. Luke then rec-
ords, "they understood none of these things ... they did not grasp what was said."  
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How frustrating it must have been to speak of such significant things and be utterly 
misunderstood. Perhaps you have experienced the same thing. This is especially dif-
ficult when persevering with family members who "just don't get it." Keep praying 
for your ability to make yourself clear and for your message to be understood. Pray 
for the peace that comes from knowing that God "gets you." He will comfort you in 
the tension. 
 
Being Silenced: Luke ends this chapter with a miracle story that portrays again  
the ideas of caste, false sophistication, and injustice. "Why should some blind beg-
gar get an audience with the Master Teacher, the Miracle Worker? Jesus has more 
important things to do than spend time on this outcast. Besides, he's probably blind 
and poor as punishment for some heinous sin in his past." With that mindset, the 
people at the front of the line shout at the blind beggar, "Quiet down! Shut your 
trap! You don't count here!" It would have been easy for the blind man to lose heart 
over those who would silence him. But he persevered in his crying out to the 
Lord. Is that not the definition of prayer? And know this for certain — there isn't a 
person in the world who can silence your praying. It originates in the spirit and the 
Lord is always listening. So, "Cry out all the more." 
 
The only way believers could truly lose heart would be if the Lord ceased to be for 
them. And that will never happen! There’s no doubt about that. He is our maker, 
our sustainer, our provider, our defender, our savior, and the lover of 
our soul! Keep praying to your wonderful Father, and never lose heart.  
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Luke 19 : "Divine Appointments” 

 
Have you ever missed an appointment, an important appointment? Well, here’s a 
funny story (although it wasn’t funny when it was happening.) My wife and I were 
living in a suburb south of Atlanta. Sandie was enrolled as a student at Clayton Jun-
ior College. We were entertaining a house guest from New York at the time, so Tim 
and I dropped Sandie off at the campus and went back to the house for an engross-
ing tournament of backgammon. Tim was one of the few people I knew who played 
backgammon. This would be a rare treat. Oh, and did I say "engrossing?" Like, to-
tally absorbed? And did I say this was before the advent of cell phones? And did I 
say it was a night class, the final class of the night? And did I say Tim and I com-
pletely forgot to go back and pick Sandie up? There's no way I can do this story jus-
tice here. Suffice it to say, there was a walk in a dark woods, a delinquent raccoon, a 
Wendy's drive-up window, a skeptical police officer, and a briefcase search involved. 
The thing to be thankful for is - I lived to write this entry, and Sandie is downstairs, 
still married to me! We survived a very important missed appointment. 
 
In Luke 19, I identify five appointments - some met, and some missed. The les-
son I'm learning is that God holds sway over my appointment book. He appoints 
times and places for me where I can make much of HIM, while blessing my neigh-
bor, and enjoying God's pleasure. 
 
The first appointment is the encounter with Zacchaeus. I love verses 5 and 6! 
 

"When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” So, he came 
down at once and welcomed him gladly." 
 
Please know, there is a "spot" where your life path and the path of Jesus are going to 
intersect. It will be a divine appointment. Of all the days and of all the people, that 
will be YOUR day to cross paths with Jesus Christ. For Jesus, it will be a "must" and 
an "immediately," and I hope for you it will be an "at once" and a "gladly." Of all 
the appointments that show up on your calendar, or pop up out of nowhere, please 
don't miss the divine ones with the Son of God. 
 
The next appointment is the charge of the nobleman in Jesus' parable to his ten 
servants. "Put this money to work until I come back." These servants were appoint-
ed money managers and the goal was to show a profit upon their master's return. 
For all of us who recognize Jesus as our Lord and Master and admit to our role as 
his servants, we must acknowledge our appointment as managers of his truth. It is a 
trust more precious than gold. Are we investing the gospel in our speech and actions 
so that it can gain interest and multiply? Or are we burying it like the fearful servant 
who earned nothing for his master, who did not 'put it to work?' God entrusts us 
with Good News and with appointments where we can invest it. We are appointed 
as his servants to put our endowment to work. Be eager to invest and be blest. 
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The third appointment is Jesus' appointment with destiny. The "Triumphal En-

try" was an event foretold in the prophets [Zech. 9:9] and described in the Psalms 

[118:25-26]. It was inevitable that Jesus would one day ride toward Jerusalem to 

the raucous acclaim of his disciples. It is a minor but significant detail in Luke's ac-

count that this joyful send-off occurs at a place where the road goes down. So often 

in Scripture the phrase is used, "they went UP to Jerusalem," because it is indeed a 

city on a hill. But Luke wants us to know that the appointment Jesus has with Jeru-

salem is a journey downward. It is an appointment with rejection and death. 

 

Before Jesus actually enters the city, he pauses and breaks down. He is keeping his 

appointment, but his people are missing theirs. Theirs is the fourth appoint-

ment. In sorrow, Jesus cries, “If you had only known on this day what would 

bring you peace — but ... you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.” 

Pray often that the people you know and the people all around you will recognize 

when God comes to visit. The gospel of Jesus is a gospel of peace. If only people 

would know that when God comes to visit — in the testimony of a believer, in a 

chance reading of Scripture, in a witnessed act of kindness done in Jesus' name —  

that God is actually bringing them a gift of peace. I don't know anyone who would 

turn down an appointment with peace, if only they would recognize it. 

 
The final appointment in chapter 19 is our appointment as a "house of prayer." 
The give and take among God's people ought not to be the commerce of religious 
merchandising. The give and take among God's people should be the giving and re-
ceiving of prayer. We are appointed to be a "house," a "family" of praying people, 
exchanging words and affections with our Father God. Perhaps if we prayed more, 
we would receive and recognize more divine appointments. We would receive in-
sight and empowerment in our conversations with God that enable us to make 
much of every divine appointment. 
 
 
Never doubt that God has over-writing privileges for your calendar. Why not go to 
the Lord and ask him, "What's on your agenda for me today?"  
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Luke 20 : "This Old House” 

 
Do you enjoy watching the house and home remodeling shows, like "Fixer Upper," 
"Flip or Flop," or "Flipping Boston?" I used to watch "This Old House" when we 
lived in Massachusetts, because our home WAS an old house! It was a two-story 
Carpenter Gothic, built just after the Civil War. I used to pray that Norm Abram 
would drive down Lowell Street and see our house and offer to restore it to its origi-
nal glory. I suppose that's the difference between "This Old House" and shows like 
"Fixer Upper." One is devoted to restoration and conservation of the former design, 
while the other is interested in a fresh new design and reconstruction. I wonder 
what the original house designers would think of "demo day," when the walls they 
thoughtfully outlined in their blueprints get smashed to bits with a sledgehammer? 
 
In the previous chapter of Luke, we saw Jesus make his way into Jerusalem to even-
tually take up his cross. The events that prompt his arrest and crucifixion stem pri-
marily from the conflict between conservation and reconstruction. For some time 
now, the Jewish leaders had been misreading God's blueprint of his Kingdom. They 
had erected a religious edifice that did not square with the truth. It had some ex-
travagant details and a degree of curb appeal, but the foundation was faulty. Their 
house was a hazard to all who lived in it. It had to come down. 
 
You may have read that Jesus entered the city, not with a war cry on a rearing white 
stallion, but with tear-stained cheeks on the back of a donkey. Don't let the humility, 
though genuine, fool you. Jesus came in as a wrecking ball. He had the right blue-
print. He WAS the blueprint. And as he explained the design for the in-breaking 
Kingdom of God, his wisdom and truth set in motion the deconstruction. His run-in 
with the errant 'architects' was about to get ugly. 
 
The city's religious council attempted a "cease and desist" order. "Who authorized 
you to make these changes" was their question in verses 1-8. But Jesus knew his 
answer would never persuade them to join the reconstruction team. "I have a ques-
tion for you, too," Jesus replied, "and if you shoot straight with me, I'll shoot 
straight with you." Jesus had started demolition by deconstructing the council! 
Their challenge crumbled to the floor. 
 
They came at him again, accusing him of breaking the law by the way he was build-
ing his new house. Jesus took their accusation apart and turned the inquiry on his 
accusers. "What about this hazard of an ill-founded house that YOU have built; is it 
up to code? Have you rendered unto God what is God's in its construction?" Jesus 
knew it was built on sand and one day, it would collapse. 
 
Finally, the group called the Sadducees challenged Jesus' theology, challenged the 
soundness of his building materials. Again, with wisdom in one hand and truth in 
the other, a two-fisted sledgehammer, Jesus demolished their challenge and re-
vealed the evils that went on inside the Sadducean house. 
 
Nevertheless, in spite of those victories and the superiority of Jesus' blueprint, he 
knew the conflict was more than a war of words. He tells the parable of the Vineyard  
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Owner. Many will be bruised in this conflict and someone is going to die. Jesus is 
about to be buried in the rubble of deconstruction. But we do not fear. He has also 
told us about the best part of the new construction. 
 
The cornerstone. 
 
Jesus IS the Cornerstone.  
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Luke 21 : "Binocular” 

 
Those poor mythical creatures, the Cyclops. One-eyed monsters, staggering and 
stumbling through life since the thing that gives us depth perception is binocularity. 
Close one eye and the world goes flat, two-dimensional. In that environment, it's 
easy to lose your balance. Thanks to the Lord for his creative wisdom in giving near-
ly all creatures with eyes, two of them. 
 
We need to give thanks to the Lord for the balanced perspective he gives us on life, 
too. It's easy for us to get a "lazy eye" and live in a two-dimensional world where we 
only see what we want to see. In Luke 21, the author relates more of what Jesus 
taught in his final days before crucifixion. Jesus intended to correct the people's vi-
sion of faith and the future. Things are not always as they appear to be, especially 
when you only have one eye open. 
 
Jesus is in Jerusalem during the Passover, one of three Jewish festivals that attract-
ed a swell of pilgrims to the holy city. For some, it was a once-in-a-lifetime event. 
There was a sense of awe and delight for them as they surveyed that sacred site. The 
crowds also gave opportunity for the wealthy Jewish leaders to display their Phari-
saical "holiness." 
 
Luke begins with the contrast between the offerings of the rich and the offering of a 
poor widow. Jesus, standing by with perfect 20-20 vision, explained what he ob-
served. '“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all the oth-
ers."' Wait ... how is that possible? The rich put in 100 times more coins than she 
did. Yes, but the rich gave out of their surplus. There was no sacrifice on the part of 
the wealthy. What Jesus saw was self-satisfied people leaving God a "tip." Oh, it was 
a good tip, maybe 20%, but in the end it didn't impact their standard of living. They 
were happy to give because it didn't hurt. 
 
But Jesus saw in the widow a woman laying her life before the Lord in faith. "She 
out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” How would she survive without any 
financial resources? She trusted God to answer that question for her. She didn't give 
out of her surplus; she didn't leave God a tip. She surrendered her life. The widow 
was no religious Cyclops, seeing the offering as a temple fund that the rich could 
easily supply. She had a three-dimensional view and grasp of what it means to be a 
child of God. You don't serve him with leftovers, you surrender to him your life. 
 
The rest of the chapter describes Jesus' response to the myopia of his own disciples. 
Their lack of depth perception is revealed in their attraction to the physical beauty 
of the temple. They see it as a gift dedicated to the Lord. But just like the rich peo-
ple's money, it is a weak expression of dedication. Jesus is rather looking for dedi-
cated hearts. He is asking, what will be your response to the temple (and what will 
be the condition of your faith) when you see the beautiful stones ravaged and ru-
ined? Keep both eyes open, Jesus is imploring. What you see now is nothing like 
what you will see in the future. A shallow faith informed by a single-eyed view will 
not serve you well. 
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The temple will fall. False Messiahs will rise. Among the nations, one-eyed warriors 
will see violence as the solution. Locally, even our own families will persecute our 
faith. We'll see the earth and the environment writhe in turmoil. Without binocular-
ity, our anxieties will weigh us down. We'll perceive escape in numbing drugs and 
sex, or feel the terror and simply faint away. 
 
But here's what happens when we open the other eye. We gain the spiritual depth 
perception that Jesus provides. We can "be always on the watch, and pray ..." We 
can "stand firm." We can "win life." Our doubt is dispelled. Certainty is reinforced. 
We will be ready to "lift up our heads," eyes wide open, and witness our coming 
King. The Lord will cut through the smoke of all the turmoil, bring in our redemp-
tion, and inaugurate the fullness of his Kingdom! 
 
Let's all make sure that our faith is not a one-eyed monster, lacking depth, unbal-
anced in its perception of judgment and mercy. Christ died. Christ rose. Christ is 
coming again. Luke wants us to be certain of this. Is that how you see it?  
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Luke 22 : "Fear and Fearlessness” 

 
At the end of the last chapter, we left Jesus early on Thursday morning teaching the 
people, reiterating the powerful truth - "Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will never pass away." But then, that Thursday would take a terrible turn. 
The indelible words of Jesus also included repeated predictions of his arrest and 
crucifixion. Those prophecies were about to be fulfilled. The word and will of God 
would prevail through the horror, but another force would drive much of the action. 
And that force was fear. 
 
The Fears  --  The Jewish leaders' fear was the fear of powerlessness. Verse 2 
says they were "looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the 
people." Every leader knows that their position and power is dependent upon the 
people they lead. When you lose your credibility, your reign is over. The force of Je-
sus' teaching had been eroding the religious facade of the Jewish leaders for years. 
With the Passover crowds gathered in Jerusalem, Jesus had an opportunity to blow 
wide open the hollow hypocrisy of the old order. Those leaders themselves are quot-
ed in John's gospel - "If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and 
then the Romans will come and take away both our temple and our na-
tion.” "They'll strip us of our power!" That was the fear. They would lose control. 
 
People do all sorts of crazy things when they fear a 'power failure.' May we trust in 
Jesus, whose word never fails, that everything is under his control. The One who 
holds all the power is holding onto me! My fear dissolves in faith. 
 
The fear of Judas Iscariot was the fear of poverty. What a stark contrast to the 
widow in the last chapter who gave all her money as an offering to the Lord. She 
trusted that God was holding onto her, that he would provide for her. But Judas was 
an embezzler. Again, dipping into John's gospel, we get insight - 
 
"One of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected,  “Why 
wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s 
wages.”  He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a 
thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into 
it."   John 12:4-6 
 
Some might call it greed, but I believe behind greed there is fear. Fear of scarcity, 
fear of a lack of resources, fear of the shame of living "beneath" my neighbors. May 
we all learn the lesson of the widow's mite. May we pray with confidence what Jesus 
taught us to pray - "Give us this day our daily bread." We can trust him every day. 
 
One fear of Jesus' disciples was the fear of insignificance. On a number of occa-
sions, Jesus caught his followers debating which one of them would be the greatest 
when he established his Kingdom. Some might call this pride or ambition, but I be-
lieve there is fear behind it. Fear of being left in the back row, left in the wings out-
side of the spotlight. "I'm somebody! Acknowledge me," cries the fear of insignifi-
cance. This fear is so blinding that the disciples fell back into the 'greatness' debate 
right after Jesus revealed that he would be betrayed unto death! Really? How self-
absorbed can you get? How strong is the fear of insignificance. 
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May we rather learn the lesson of Christ's humility. He left heaven's glory and put 
on vulnerable humanity, came to serve, came to die a criminal's death. His earthly 
end appeared to be a devastating defeat. The Jews and the Romans had snuffed him 
out, rendering his life an insignificant blip in history. Is that right? No! The God of 
resurrection power had the last word on significance! 
 
Another fear of the disciples was the fear of abandonment. In the garden of Geth-
semane, Jesus prayed. But his disciples exhausted themselves into sleep from cry-
ing. "When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them 
asleep, exhausted from sorrow." What is this sorrow, this sadness? It is their fixa-
tion on the prophecy of Jesus' arrest and crucifixion. "Not long from now, he will be 
gone. The powers that be will eliminate him and we will be left without our master 
and our guide." But the book of Hebrews gives us insight into Jesus' outlook - "For 
the joy set before him, [Jesus] endured the cross." Jesus wrestled in prayer in the 
garden until he could see beyond the cross. If only the disciples could have lifted 
their heads above the sorrow, remembered that Jesus had told them of his rising as 
well as his dying. They would not be abandoned; they would have their Master back 
forever. 
 
May we never fear that God will leave us alone. Be certain. His words never pass 
away, and his word to us is, "I will never leave you nor forsake you." 
 
Finally, in Peter, we see the fear of suffering. Oh, Peter could talk a big show, but 
when it was clear that Jesus himself would suffer great pain and humiliation, Peter 
ran for the exit. Three times he denied that he even knew Jesus. Why? Because an 
associate of Jesus might be treated the same way as Jesus. This is why following Je-
sus has to be a Spirit-empowered reality. Survival instinct is strong in us. Pain 
avoidance is a high priority. And Jesus didn't pull any punches about this. "If you 
want to be my disciple, you must take up your cross ..." When we join with Jesus, 
we enter the fellowship of his suffering. But whatever happens, we will always rise 
like a phoenix. 
 
May we grow in our faith day by day. May we face every loss that our allegiance to 
Christ brings, and endure it, and overcome it. There is joy beyond every cross! 
 
The Fearlessness  -- As one would expect, the actions of Jesus in this chapter 
demonstrate the other side of the coin. Jesus exhibited his fearlessness. He was 
fearless to teach in the temple courts, even though this would incite his enemies. He 
was fearless to embrace the crucifixion, commemorated in the Last Supper with 
wine and broken bread. Jesus fearlessly accepted the truth that he would be be-
trayed and denied by his student and friend. Jesus prayed fearlessly to surrender his 
will to the Father's in the garden of Gethsemane. Fearlessly, he faced his adversaries 
- Judas, the arresting mob, the cruel Roman jailers, and the Jewish Council. 
 
May we always remember, when we find ourselves in the vice-grip of our fears, that 
there is a divine release - "There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out 
fear." Dear ones, in Christ you are perfectly loved. Fear not. 
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Luke 23 : "The Darkest Day in History” 

 
Eighteenth century poet, Robert Burns, reflected on the hypocrisy and pain of hu-
man history when he wrote: 
 
"And man, whose heav'n-erected face 
The smiles of love adorn, – 
Man's inhumanity to man 
Makes countless thousands mourn!" 
 
How dare we assume to direct love toward our God while hating our neighbor! 
These words reflect the truth expressed in John's first epistle -- 
 
"We love because [God] first loved us. Whoever claims to love God yet hates a 
brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, 
whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. And he has giv-
en us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sis-
ter."   1 John 4:19-21 
 
Man's Inhumanity to Man -- 
 
It doesn't require us to be scholars and historians to be acutely aware of man's inhu-
manity to man. From every age, we can present evidence of our potential for raw 
cruelty. Neronian persecution, the Spanish Inquisition, the decimation of native 
American tribes, the slave trade, the Armenian Genocide, the Nazi Holocaust ... it 
turns one's stomach to read this list. Sadly, there are thousands more examples. 
 
In regard to the title of this article, the label of "Darkest Day" would surely be rela-
tive to the experience of each person. No doubt the parents who lose a child to a vio-
lent and untimely death would consider that the darkest day of their lives. And 
again, we could offer thousands of examples from the stories of heartbroken people. 
However, my thoughts today, as I stand on Golgotha's hill, meditating on the cruci-
fixion, are on the magnitude of that act. And though our individual 'darkest days' 
are unique and deeply wounding, I would submit that the crucifixion of Jesus Christ 
was the darkest day in all of human history. 
 
Love and Hate at Their Extremes -- 
 
Never before had the everlasting love of God for humanity been expressed so com-
pletely. God came down to us! Jesus was Immanuel - God with us, God in the flesh. 
Jesus left his home in heaven and his sovereign prerogatives and submitted himself 
to the limitations of a fragile human body. There never was and never will be a per-
son on earth so perfect, pure, and good. Jesus did not just extend love; he WAS 
love! This is what I mean by magnitude, and the reason I assign "The Darkest Day 
in History" to that Friday on that hill. 
 
No love was ever rejected like Jesus' love. No one deserving of the highest honor 
was ever humiliated like that. No one human-divine, as Jesus was, was ever de-
humanized in that way. No joy was ever mocked like the joy Jesus was bringing. No  
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gift so valuable as eternal life was ever so carelessly tossed aside. It was the magni-
tude of the man, Jesus Christ, matched with the utter contempt and cruelty of his 
murder that justifies the title, "The Darkest Day in History." And the fact that Je-
sus, "who knew no sin, became sin on our behalf," "bruised for our iniquities and 
crushed for our transgressions," adds another layer of suffering that no other event 
in history can match. 
 
Holocaust -- 
 
Christ's was not just a physical and psychological trauma of devastating depth; it 
was a spiritual holocaust. The ancient historical definition of "holocaust" is 'a Jew-
ish sacrificial offering that is consumed completely on the altar.' And in that is the 
paradox of the Cross. While the worst elements of human personality were at work 
to destroy the man from Galilee, they were inadvertently offering up the greatest 
sacrifice of all time! "Forgive them Father," Jesus said, "for they do not know what 
they are doing." The Darkest Day in History is also The Greatest Day of Forgiveness 
and the Greatest Sacrifice of Love ever expressed. Ever. That's why it can also be 
called Good Friday. 
 
May we never become so familiar with the story of Christ's life, death, and resurrec-
tion that we grow insensitive to the magnitude of it all. Let us go to Calvary. Stand at 
the foot of the cross. Let the tears flow - tears that grasp the inhumanity of our ac-
tions (Yes, OUR actions; your sin and mine nailed him there) and tears of gratitude 
and devotion. "Jesus, your holocaust was my healing. Your suffering was my salva-
tion. Consume me wholly for yourself!" 
 
"And they sang in a mighty chorus: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slaughtered — 
to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and 
blessing.” Revelation 5:12 NLT 
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Luke 24 : "That You May Be Certain” 

 
Luke wraps up his life of Christ with Jesus' followers worshiping him with great joy, 
continually praising God! Christ is risen! Risen indeed! And that word - indeed -  
carries the idea of certainty that has driven Luke's writing from the dedication to 
Theophilus to the final exclamation point. Luke put it this way in verses 3 and 4 of 
his opening paragraph, "having carefully investigated everything from the begin-
ning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 
so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught." 
 
Indeed. No Doubt. Certainty. That was Luke's stated goal from the start. The life 
and work, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ had up to the time of the gospel 
writers been an oral tradition. One might expect that the "telephone factor," degra-
dation of the story as it passes from one teller to the next, might be in play. This is 
where the concept of "mythologizing" comes in. Along the way, people embellish, 
exaggerate, and make something much more than it was. Is the story of Jesus a 
myth? Is it an exaggeration by overzealous disciples? Are we still being duped by 
this fiction 20 centuries down the road? 
 
Let's be honest. What the gospel writers claim, and what the early missionary-
evangelists of the Jesus Way died for, is a story that strains credibility. He did 
what? He rose from the dead? Angels? An earthquake? Roman guards fainting away 
like schoolgirls? His body is both natural and supernatural? And in his final fare-
well, he floated up into the sky beyond the clouds? Yeah ... this is myth. This is defi-
nitely myth. 
 
And yet, it is these mythological elements that render the account "black or white." 
We're not really left with much middle ground here. The gospel writers had access 
to eyewitnesses, but the opponents of their claims were their contemporaries, too. 
Could they not have quickly squashed the blatant foolishness of the gospel claims? 
The "Jesus myth" was not flowing from a 'reputable' source, either. This was no Im-
perially backed narrative. This was a set of ridiculous claims flowing from a minor 
sect of Jewish rebels. 
 
So, the incredible and un-credentialed nature of the gospel leaves us without any 
gray area. The story of Jesus Christ is either the biggest hoax ever foisted on 
the human race, fooling billions of people (there are currently 2.3 billion Chris-
tians on the planet) or the story (a "carefully investigated, orderly ac-
count," according to Luke) is the most significant reality ever offered to the 
human race. Which is it? 
 
If the accounts are false, the gospel is the complete opposite of what the writers 
claim it to be - a lie and not the truth. And it really does defy logic how a backwater 
bunch of fishermen told a stupendous lie, laid their lives down for that cockamamie 
story, and in the process changed the world. Does that happen? Honestly - does 
that happen? 
 
Yes. It does. It did. And it continues to transform lives today. That's why there are 
2.3 billion of us! People are facing death with calm assurance. Criminals are turning  
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to lives of public service. Victims of violent crime are forgiving their perpetrators. 
Selfish and careless people are being changed into people of noble character. All this 
because that Jewish rabbi really was God-come-down. That crucified and buried 
preacher really did get up again. His promise of redemption, forgiveness, and an 
indwelling Spirit is being fulfilled in thousands of lives every day.* Jesus is alive and 
well and living on every continent of the globe. 
 
Luke wrote that Peter "ran to the tomb ... and went away wondering to himself 
what had happened." It certainly is a wonder, a bewilderment. On the face of it, it is 
not to be believed. That's why Luke wrote this gospel. 
 
Luke also recorded that the men on the road to Emmaus, when they realized who 
had been teaching them, flipped a U-turn, "returned at once to Jerusalem" and de-
clared "It is true. The Lord has risen!" 
 
That is the response Luke desires from every reader of his gospel account. That is 
the response I hoped for as I produced these chapter reflections. That you would be 
encouraged to shout, “No doubt! It is true! Jesus is our risen Lord and Savior!” 
 
May the truth about Jesus Christ - the truth that IS Jesus Christ - be embraced 
with certainty in your life. Then, let us celebrate "with great joy" with the billions 
of our brothers and sisters … 
 
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation. 
O, my soul, praise Him for He is thy help and salvation. 
All ye who hear, 
Now to His temple draw near. 
Join me in glad adoration!” 
 
Joachim Neander (1680), translated by Catherine Winkworth (1863) 
 

 
 
 
 
* The global population of Christians has grown by 1.6 billion people over the last 100 years. That's a 
growth of 16 million per year, or nearly 44,000 people every single day!  
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The Gospel of Luke : Final Observations 

 
What Luke says we can believe with certainty —  
 

[not an exhaustive list] 

 
 
God announced the coming of Jesus Christ, God-in-the-flesh, through the miracu-
lous birth of Christ’s herald and forerunner, John. 
 
Jesus came into the world in the ordinary way, yet was miraculously conceived by 
the power of God’s Spirit in a virgin named Mary. This was one of many events in 
the life of Christ that fulfilled Scriptural prophecies. 
 
Mary and her betrothed, Joseph, traveled to Bethlehem to comply with a Roman 
census, and there the baby Jesus was born.  
 
The birth of Jesus is good news of great joy for all people because he is our Savior 
and Messiah. He is the Lord God in our midst. 
 
Jesus was wise beyond his years and modeled for us a child-to-parent relationship 
with God, our Father. 
 
Jesus initiated his formal ministry after his baptism at the age of thirty. 
 
Jesus encountered the spiritual adversary that we all must resist, the devil, during a 
forty day fast in the wilderness. Jesus defeated the devil’s temptations by declaring 
and standing on truths from the Scripture. 
 
Along with a spiritual adversary, Jesus had adversaries among his own Jewish peo-
ple. They regarded Jesus as an enemy because he revealed their unrighteous behav-
ior and extended God’s grace to non-Jews and outcasts. 
 
Jesus was a Rabbi, a Master Teacher, and also an exorcist, driving out demons from 
afflicted people. 
 
Jesus was a healer who performed many miraculous acts of mercy. 
 
The primary focus of Jesus’ teaching is the in-breaking Kingdom of God. 
 
Jesus, the Master Teacher, gathered a small school of students (disciples) to follow 
him and be the first representatives of the in-breaking Kingdom of God. 
 
Jesus’ ministry included teaching and work that declared and demonstrated his  
deity. Jesus asserted his equality with God. 
 
Jesus was strongly opposed to self-righteousness and hollow religiosity. 
 
Jesus cared deeply for the marginalized of society. 
 
Jesus exposed a fuller understanding of love, justice, mercy, and faith. 
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Jesus was misunderstood by many; his teaching was controversial because the ways 
of God’s Kingdom stand in stark contrast to the ways of the world. 
 
Exceptional forgiveness is extended to all who place their faith in Jesus. 
 
The Word of God is like seed that is broadcast on the soils of the human heart. The 
results of how that seed is received reveals the true condition of the heart. The heart 
can be hard and reject the Word outright. The heart can be shallow, abandoning the 
Word when life becomes challenging. The heart can be infested with the weeds of 
worry, rendering the person fruitless. Finally, the soil can be receptive and deep and 
produce a life of Kingdom fruitfulness. 
 
Jesus highly values faith and obedience to God’s Word. 
 
Jesus has power over creation and the material world. 
 
Jesus prepared his followers to continue his work after his departure from the world. 
 
Herod, the tetrarch beheaded Jesus’ forerunner, John. (John had called out Herod’s 
immoral behavior.  Compare Matthew 14:1-12) 
 
Jesus prioritized the inner person over the outer. Appearance and behavior do not 
indicate right relationship with God; a good and faithful heart demonstrates right 
standing with God. 
 
Jesus warned against those who teach falsehood in the name of God. He encourages 
us to be discerning about teaching that may negatively influence us. 
 
Jesus will build his church on the bedrock of faith in him as God-in-the-flesh. 
 
Jesus foretold his arrest, torture, crucifixion, and resurrection to his disciples as the 
intentional plan of God. This was extremely difficult for his followers to accept. 
 
Jesus taught that his devoted followers must also be willing every day to carry out 
God’s assignment for their lives, at all costs, even unto death. 
 
God the Father affirmed that Jesus was superior to Moses and Elijah; Jesus was the 
fulfillment of the law and the prophets. God commands us to “Listen to him.” 
 
Humility is highly valued by Jesus; he regularly had to admonish his followers for 
debating who was the greatest among them. 
 
Jesus used hyperbole (exaggeration) to teach on the utter seriousness of confront-
ing temptation and turning from sin. 
 
Jesus prefers conflict resolution and reconciliation between people to be done in the  
simplest forum possible. It’s about winning your friend, not winning the argument. 
 
God expects us to be as merciful and forgiving to others as he has been to us. 
 
Jesus taught that worldly wealth can be a trap, an idol, and a master that owns us. 
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What Luke says we can believe with certainty —  
 

[continued; not an exhaustive list] 

 
 
God is never unfair; he is either fair or more than fair.  
 
Jesus equates greatness with servanthood. 
 
Jesus entered Jerusalem in the days before his arrest and death to a cheering crowd, 
but they were all about the spectacle. Later they would cry, “Crucify him!” 
 
Jesus hates when we abuse our claim or position as God’s people for our own bene-
fit. The church is not a marketplace for religious goods and services, it is the place 
where all people are welcome to pray and meet with the living God. 
 
Jesus has both divine wisdom and authority. He is God. 
 
Jesus is the cornerstone on which the church is built, even though many reject him. 
 
Even as we have responsibilities to earthly authorities, to render to them what they 
are due, we also have responsibilities to God. We must submit to his authority. 
 
Jesus described the signs and conditions that will appear and intensify as we ap-
proach the end of human history. We must remain steadfast as disciples of Jesus 
and remain faithful to his teaching and his purposes for us. 
 
The current heaven and earth will pass away, but the words of Jesus will never pass 
away. We must seek to live by his words every day until we see him face to face. 
 
The day to get right with God and ready to see Jesus is today. 
 
The ones who live for Jesus seek to use their gifts and resources to honor the Lord. 
 
The one who truly belongs to the Lord can be identified by their compassion and 
generosity.  
 
Jesus was betrayed by one he had chosen to befriend and disciple - Judas Iscariot. 
 
Jesus transformed the Passover meal into a meal of remembrance and declaration 
of his sacrifice for us, the breaking of his body and the spilling of his blood. 
 
The humanity of Jesus is seen in the garden prayer at Gethsemane. Jesus prefers to 
avoid the agony of an atoning death, yet yields his human will to the divine will. 
 
Everything that Jesus experienced in his final days was part of God’s plan; it was  
fulfillment of Scripture. None of it was accidental. 
 
The plan of God accomplished through the death of Jesus was a radical solution that 
none of his followers could bear. In that moment, they left him and denied him. 
 
When Judas came to regret his betrayal of Jesus, he committed suicide rather than 
seek out Jesus to confess, repent, and plead for mercy. 
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The Jewish high courts, the Roman government, and the common people were all 
complicit in the arrest, torture, humiliation, and crucifixion of Jesus. 
 
At the death of Jesus, the great curtain in the Jewish temple (that prevented any but 
the High Priest from entering into the holy presence of God) was miraculously 
shredded from top to bottom. Jesus had acted as the ultimate High Priest and se-
cured for everyone, forever, unqualified access to God. 
 
Jesus’ lifeless body was wrapped for burial and sealed securely in a stone crypt. 
 
The Jewish leaders and the Roman government were complicit in sealing and 
guarding the tomb of Jesus to prevent robbery of his body to fake a resurrection. 
 
In spite of their efforts, the Jewish leaders and the Roman government could not 
thwart the purpose of God. Jesus rose from the grave! 
 
Jesus appeared to his disciples after his resurrection, and by the authority he pos-
sesses over all heaven and earth, charged them to make disciples among every peo-
ple group, baptizing them, and teaching them obedience to the teachings of Jesus. 
 
Jesus promised his followers that he would always be with them until the very end 
of human history. His promise still stands.   
 
I have no doubt. 
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