
MOSES AND SALVATION
Over the years, I have enjoyed the Indiana Jones movies. There is a scene in the third movie,

Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade, where the place where they are is falling apart because

one of them has tried to take the Holy Grail beyond the entrance. There is a big earthquake

and the Grail falls into a crevice. The female archeologist loses her life trying to reach for

it.  Indiana Jones also falls into the crevice, but is able to hold on to the edge. As he starts to

slip to his death, his father grabs his hand to save him. Indiana tries to get the Grail, but he is

slipping out of his father’s grip. His father finally convinces him to give up the Grail and grab

on with both hands. He is saved and will star in a fifth movie!It is an interesting movie with lots

of Biblical references.

 

Read Exodus 14:5–18.The Israelites are not in search for the Holy Grail, but they are

seeking the land God promised them. So, why do they want to go back to Egypt and

slavery?

 

They were afraid.  We might also say that they really do not have much experience with God

and Moses. We are told that Pharaoh’s magicians were able to perform most of the signs that

Moses performs. Two million people is a rather sizeable group and in those days it would

have been impossible for all of them to get the same experiences and the same amount of

information. Even with cell telephones and the Internet, even we find it hard to “get and keep

everyone on the same page”.

 

Where does this occur?
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Really, we do not know. There are three competing theories as to where the Israelites cross
the Red Sea. One is a northern route that has them crossing the area known as the Bitter
Lake. The second has them going down the Sinai Peninsula to the very southern point and
crossing the Gulf of Aqaba. The third has them crossing diagonally across the Sinai
Peninsula and crossing half way up the Gulf of Aqaba.
 
Why are the Israelites complaining to Moses?
 
Again, they are afraid and lack confidence in Moses and in God. There are many people,
but they are not trained as an army and a real army is heading their way to either take them
back or wipe them out. They are probably thinking the best course of action would be to
surrender while they can. 
 
Do you think you would react differently in this situation?
 
We are human. And when a large group of humans is together it is easy for panic to set it
and for logic to be abandoned.
 
Why would anyone prefer slavery over God’s salvation?
 
Even slavery provides a level of survival and normality. It could even be argued that slavery
provides a level of comfort (i.e., my needs are met, what more do I need).  
 
What is Moses’ (and God’s) response?
 
God has Moses raise his staff and stretch his hand over the sea. God divided the waters
and allowed them to pass over on dry land. In short, they are saved and their pursuers
perish. 
 
What traps people today? What stands between them and God’s salvation?
 
Answers will vary, but some include: they are afraid of what God might ask of them, what
they might have to give up; they do not want to have any limitations placed on them; they
have difficulty believing that the Gospel is the truth; they look at Christians and all the
churches and get confused, frustrated, and disillusioned. 
 
Read Romans 5: 8-11.What has Jesus done?
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This is another version of the Gospel message.  Humans were separated from God. His
Son paid the price for sin and provided a means of reconciliation for all who will accept Him
as their Lord and Savior.
 
What is our role in securing our salvation?
 
Like the Israelites, we have to place our trust in God. We cannot save ourselves, but we can
surrender to Him and live our lives by the power of His Holy Spirit. As the old hymn says,
“trust and obey”. 
 
How does this passage make you feel?
 
In one sense, we might be surprised and a bit offended on God’s behalf. After all He has
done for them and all He has promised; they are acting a bit ungrateful. But we may also
feel a bit sympathetic.  These have been trying times for the Israelites and they have lots to
learn about God.  
 
What should our response be when it is difficult to see God’s solution?
 
We do not want to be overly simplistic.  Difficult circumstances challenges our faith, saps
our strength, and causes us to worry about our future. It would be unfeeling to simply say,
“suck it up”. C. S. Lewis once wrote that “Faith…is the art of holding on to things your
reason has once accepted, in spite of your changing moods”. And I would add, in spite of
our changing circumstances. If we accept that we have eternal life, what harm can come to
us in this life that is of any lasting importance. God will deliver us either from our
circumstance or through our circumstances. If we live, we live in Him; if we die, we go to be
with Him.  
 
What is God saying to you today?
 
Answers will vary. Use this time to determine how to pray for one another.


